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TBS 4k>wMri*« Republic ^f A*i«if* 
*>&*#, itoeiwte pfa |^ ^wJwtipn, tte 
faqportre r e jpf which is f«<t wwyjl l y dmtoping 
jtoeft TJie f pne^Wfc, shewii^ #e t*a- 
fortunate issue of a hardy, courageous* b»t 
similar effort to throw off tne yoke<tfra*e*han 
ra^odtariea, BUi*t engage the attentiw of tUe 
American Cftisea, the politipian, and the {&- 
losppbuer^ but more especially; the uatfves #f 
bstaml, jpr^ospwho9rcthe4uId^9f 
vwi* ■ •*,':**:' * • * > i' 

of the ^ujsatwi^^mvwoji, ty the F***wlu j[t 
mil be Jjaturgl to \yish jpl^ve.befor^ ua, the 
expLpfta of a poopfe,, whr& $&$ Jately fought 
wii^utforejga a^^^V'.l|ke the 4i&mj- 
Wis, xjuittfr^tf^fi^ 
J&QDfr attady tfnwant of wajwwith pp support 
but their zeal-^with scarcely any arms b^t 
Pikes, thsy encopntere4, with yarioussuqjess, 
regular troops, in great force, ably conwi^qd* 
M, and cOTQ^etely organized, pme&mg afl 
the weans (from eannou, arms, mi www*- 
jicp) of military awpyance^ 



iv, -, .... ,.tREFAC.E t , ft 

- -Without preteHfltogto ; ^^titfti^fcc^^i^ ^fi^tP r 
o£the new aspect of thinjgs sinep repuJ$2ij&^ 
[^disappeared Jn France, and \vhetJW 'tfef 
gf^t bcxiy of the IHeh 'nation* would join the" 1 
irtyqders, or oppose' them. We must Wi£h toK 
l^w ^yl^atlina of figure the United Irishmen- ! 
n^iae.Jn battle? We must desire to behold? 
tlie^eathess of their struggle — to see how" 
they conducted themselves, when, for a short 
^e*riumj)hapt- they tasted the sweet? df pow- 
ery and tb fbrtfi ^pme'idea of the effect of iheir 
' aid, whether, in ^Xippdrt of thfe nafibnM defenqi, 
ox their aiergyj'if they' take the part hfihkjites 
qfBntam.. - ;\. ' - "]-/ "• x .—-* 

1 The Editors plan is to give from the most 
authentic source^, an impartial acpdunt of the 
Insurrection. The extracts from'StephdnSj 
Irishes a brief-outline 6f the W^ofei sketfeH-* 
ecf by a most masterly writer, etnifieAtibf^i 
trnguisliedforhij 5 ^ot^kp^s ; ^d*cattdicPlfisi 
' tory o$fe Jtafe S\4u^^nki|*out of theFrdnch 
Revoltifiori..] .From: W&£ Stephens' history, 
the first part pfrti^pregerit work is extracted. 
Hay is a wnfcr y&i& ptt&es$ed the best oppor- 
tunities bf'i^ijhfStioft^Snd as a scholar ' and 
• gentlemari, # is entitled to great confidence. His 
recital is stamped with internal evidence of 
: his great impartiality and truth.' ' 

From Jones's Narrative, eyery thing^mate- 
rial is extracted — mtfny of his statements come 
from actors in the scenes they describe. His 
relation of some of these battles is, however, 
in some instances, improbable, unless sup- 
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ported by other testimony, and ought therefore v 
tobcnrpc^v^ vv^th a reasonaHe distrust. 

.A^oigraj^an of Jones' account of the civil 
war in, Wexford with Mr, Hays, will illustrate . 
tfc necessity of .a caution applicable to both. 
l£js SQi^etimes asserted in Jones's Narrative, ■ 
t^gpeat c^raage was made of the Insurgents ' 
ity engagements, when only one or two were 
killed or wounded on the part of government. 
When so little regard, is paid tp probability we 
are obliged to refuse our assent 

In the appendix to Hays account, will be 
found curious and interesting information— 1 
from it the American reader will derive a com- 
pleat view of the state of the kingdom of Ire- 
land, immediately anterior, and at the unhappy 
period of the Insurrection. 

Tkz recent revolt conducted by Emmett, 
and the extracts from the pamphlet on Irish 
aflairs, and the detection of Coigley, will, no 
doubt, be all thought worthy of perusal. 



xif introduction: 

;r: fe tlle^aisfi fetory, gulded-%^ef«MB 
ponable policy, than distrust, had made\Ffren(S 
aid without restriction of force incfikptehaable, 
and this to the extent of 10,000 mentiad be£i 
attained, the British dnpire over' Ireland Katt 
then terminated. \ ' -'* 

~ ^24.^ If the insurrection had been geneiaF 1 ^ 
ltftnginaliy had been planned, the English fifrce 
'divided, might have been easily overthrown, 
4>ublin taken possession of, and the moment 
<the public revenue could have been seized by 
any species of organized government, success 
would have been compleat, 
: 3d., If in the'' moment of consternation, the 
Wexford force flushed by victory, instead of 
idle encampments on Vinegar-HHl and else- 
where, had concentered its force and marched 
to Dublin, which being only about 60 miles 
'distant, could have been rapidly accomplished 
by the robust, hardy and daring men, who 
were then embodied, the capital would most 
probably have Men, and the revolution ef- 
fected. * ; 

After the waste of blood, and the entirt* 
overthrow of the Insurgents in June 17S8} no 
rational hope could have been indwlged^of suc- 
cess by the fresh insurrection in September, 
on the arrival of the French. The force fcei4t 
Was inadequate to rouse a people to -a* fresh 
effort, whose wounds were 3'et bleeding*, ****> 
/yet had hot time * to breathe after thtir ffi&t 

i struggle* Their ekeitibn under these efla-* 

\r > vu , - • 

c < , ' - '• - ..• •'-.' •• • IS: ' 




w$$^, kfflu^ rteyp*4 *^« 

pj$p the^^nch finally surrendered 
.^ JWB^ 1 ^* 1 ^ :.to &e ; yan-guord of the Eng- 
W'fflBBW^ WPP* therpfore^ with any re?- 
son conclude, that such a force would have 
It ismorejust; toGcupral Ifvim- 
jja consider his last eiigagement with tl^ 

Jfclh force, as a necessary sacrifice; to a 
point of honor* General Lajte himself says, 
" it was not until the bpads of the rOTaaining 
columns were discovered by the; French, that 
they threw down their qmp." The ^uperiqri^ 
ty of the French infantry was conspicuous at 
die battle of Castlebaf , when about 900 French 
defeated between 5 and . 6000 English troops. 

iF.Qranard had fallen at that period, if we 
can credit the statement of Jones, the counties 
^jM^paghanandCavan, were organized and 
r i*ady for action. Their numbers, from the 
sa^e author w were immense, armed, and about 
M) fi^n a junction with the Longford and Ca- 
van Insurgents. > The force from the county 
-of Mooagbah alone, equipped and prepared for 
action, he estimates at 23,000 men. 
_v S^ce a combination, even against the great 
n^Uit^y talents of a Cornwallis, might probably 
ibave been successful. 

; ;, t Wu# > disastrous fete of all these enterprizes, 

, bop been such however, as to justify the opipi- 

LW; that for the sake of humanity, a regular 

gp¥,e*wwnt ought possibly to be endured upt|l 

the oppression being extreme, and trampling 
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down ^llirig^ ; wd nearly reaching tfcft liflainei. 

or border of humaji patience, itbeg^mka&vej > 
men rather to, *urn thgar despair* on tKtisibp- > 
pressors and try greatly^ to die, orinatapft^ly i tot > 
aYpnge^fraGQumijlated .itj . 13 

^iixi*AJ^ f since the Union, funwtoes.ua? 
wijft a new: view of hpr situation, more ta iDe 
d^plor^d than ,.a^y of those scenes- of bitter serv 
vituqe through ^yhich she has passed- 

~Whii*sx she had a parliament^ corrupt as it 
waj^ it necessarily retained the expenditure of 
ax) iminen^e reyeuviOv within the kingdom. 
Parliament, . attentive to its own interests, 
which would be , connected. in some itegree 
wj^h the common good, was well adapted to 
promote a variety .of local improvements^ 
which English policy might not deign to inter- 
dict- Irish trade had rapidly increased after 
the extension of, the commercial rights obtain- 
ed by the Ronnegall Conventions Dublin > 
b§gan tp be^adorned with magnificence. Inapt** 
red by the national taste and spirit,, its imptwe* 
ment kept pace with its growing opulence,.an& 
its grandeur began to attract from the sptendoi? 
of its public and private edifices, the attention 
of Europe. The darkening cloud of natipnil 
misfortune however,, soon engloomed the. a*+ 
pital. . . K l .... 

The Irish Parliament House hadbeeathc: 
great theatre where Irish talents figured— where 
genius was disclo.sed--r-wha:e an Instanta; be- 
held some resemblance though deceptions* 
*f^e ij^pen^qce o£ his epqntry* Its dooca 



amrutf fcb T^Jd&Je**, ihe'burMrf His T8r t: 
evH^opp©d> r ' tht eye is never mote to be v 
gF^ified%xa> mal or imaginary Tepres^titatron 
oiUteJ£&^i»parii^^ 

ed with aneloquenee, €<^i^', if tidt iirfpassih^ * 
thebrig^esstnpte of Greek ofr Itemaionitofy* 
dTitt*>ntttile etKfice where %tb Iegfeldtifrii' 
met^ woald havfc graced RomeWthe cky^ w 
her renown. That grand partita^ fc^iceived ' 
in the most sublime taste, 'presents to *he de- 
graded Irishman only -the: tndanrfiofy f rfeflec-' 
tion, what Ireland was, what she ritftf fe, and 
to what a pinnacle of gitatneas site might have 
risen, had rw>t for fortuned * 

Ma ny of the principal tnem tif the kingdom 
-wnany %vho: considered Parliament a§ the con- 
duit to power ; and fahfct was yfet of more im~; 
parlance to a wise government that yeomenry, 
who had, many of them, shed their blood, arid 
exposed their lives in the' field to sustain tht 
government of king, lords, and commons of 
Ireland, fek disgusted and indignant, when, 
bjhcacrapt'aits the legislative power was trans* 
ferred firom their native land, to what was call- 
ed an Imperial Legislature in Great-Britain. 

• if SHE we arrive at die last great stage of 
Irish depression. From this period she seems 
to have sunk^ under the magnitude of evils 
toor (great <fbr endurance, but no longer to be 



-UffE-Cathollcs remained without emancipa- 
tion;/ afccheered with the salutary hope of * ' 
future state of amelioration; 'Theddbrtflre-^ 
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hhdh^groTw to three tbn&*rtfc^fiu}fea$ 
the national debt) ef Aramcm^ 4$ t^<^i%. 
raenoement of rthe Amoks** J^$l^^&^& 
itot exceed t^arilJfa^^ 
ifeai tax^ **e ndwl^ 

^D«r**»fc this gloomy period, aftdwhilirt^ 
^p'&f despotism seemed to have bew$a)Kdt 
the dnfcrfttfiate' people, the general langow^ 
w^ iiitdmiitt6d by tbe almost unexampled 
zeal, fortitude, and momentary wonderful sue* 
cess df one man to overturn the government. 
Emmet was the bold adventurer, who like a 
mole, worked in ? the mine oS las own infceUec* 
total powers, relying solely on- himself, devo- 
ted a large fortune^ and life itself, to the accom- 
plishment of his great purpose. Being the 
depository of his own plan, no man of isok 
fell with lW cm the Mure of his enleipriie. 

That die emperor erf die French meditates 
alt invasion of Ireland is scarcely to be ques- 
tioned. Should a large portion of the French 
armies effect a landing, from the known sa- 
gacity and intelligence of his powerful mind, 
we may rely on a well adjusted scheme of co- 
operation. 

In such a crisis, what is to save the British 
empire ? what is it* will prevent the severance 
of Ireland after so many ages of ignominious 
servitude? If after another struggle aided Jby the 
veterans of Bonaparte, Ireland should however 
still remain an appendage of England, (for the 
present connection ought not to be disgraced 



ImtokaknX xtifc 



aif'^e^ &y> coteid«ration» foakodcd on ther 
^^#^'«stAlkhedgwenimeat, wd the, 
gSjerSypinkHv o£ th&worid, that Ireland, <xx& { 
in-^Xtt^feSt^s grasps a Bonaparte, would, 
remain yoked to the imperial car. «»Thfc Irish] 
i«4bk*atiiiik5<rf 1798, wou»/6r/Jittfeqjwse 
tb>4*paBe : life and fortxme,ijto.e«cjhai^Tth^ 
momiife' submission of the present; towr* for- 
theequally fallen state of HollBBfl W& a.Styfor 
zerhind. . : . . - 

The English gwexnf&eat ro%hvyethpld 
Scotland and Ireland by tits tooreppwerfuj 
than martial kw»fbrci^ by tte bay w^t. Th& 
example ef America offers ;the aijaaple, bu| 
^b%i«tspdlky.bfaircsdunioR, by reserving: to 
ea^h: kingdom its individual sovereignty and in* 
dependanee, and .uniting in a federal and n^ 
tionali c^p^tjr. t The fewa* of government 
Brighton; this {dan, be monarchical if that sys- 
temif shduld be preferred to republicanism* 
Everyftlring; portends at this momentous peri* 
od, ?«ome great and radical change. A debt 
rfhkh is stupendous — a war almost to be con- 
sidered interminable — Ireland discontented and 
hostile — the combination of powers waging 
waMgJahik Britain, formidable beyond any for- 
fncCTMxe, shew us England verging toward^ 
&p*&mme* If she can be saved, it must b$ 
J^tfefopiheaswes. She must be conciliatory^ 
}ast> <a»d regardful of the rights of all. It ip 
aitnost chimerical, it must be acknowledged^ 
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ftos&ppdse, that die government of the present 
day would call a convention for the purpose of 
fott&ng a constitution. The example of the 
meeting of the stales general in France, and 
ithe general dread in all corrupt governments of 
the people, must repel the hope. Can the dis» 
teeming mind however, discover any alternative 
3©' sav£ She nation ? Would not such a form of 
government, founded <m a feithful representa- 
•fionof the people, render the British empire 
formidable to her enemies, and a blessing to her 
isubgect^ >$D tiaWLer such a constitution she 
should be ruled by a just, and beneficent ad* 
aakiistration, what would the united kingdoms 
Save tofear from esWialtfifcmies or domestic 
trouble ? Insurrection would hide her head— ~ 
-and mankind would rejoice in a counterpoising 
^reatfteas,>ne<5es*aiy tofweseweithe balance of 
$*m&; andthe tedwtmy and peace rf Enifcpe* 
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AT a period when France had put an end to the 
Vendean war, Britain unfortunately beheld an insur- 
rection in the bowels of the empire ; and as the for- 
raer contest had been fomented and prolonged by the 
policy of the neighbouring powers, so the present 
appears to have assumed a formidable shape, and 
even in part to have originated, in consequence of 
the machinations of a hostile state. 

The history of no nation in Europe, perhaps, ex- 
hibits such an uniform series of misery, oppression, 
and misfortunes, as that of Ireland. Never acknow- 
ledging the undisputed authority of a single monarch 
in the early period of its history, the unhappy island 
was split into hostile districts ; and while the various 
septs denounced perpetual vengeance against each 
other, the petty toparchs contended for superiority 
with all the eagerness of rivalship, and all the injus- 
tice generated by the lust of power. Nor were the 
people subject to the calamities of war alone ; they 
were cruelly oppressed during the short intervals of 
peace, by their chieftains and tanists, whose horses 
and dogs they were obliged to feed, in consequence 
of certain exactions, denominated cosherings and 
sessings, which, in the strong language of a celebra- 
ted lawyer,* 4< made the lord an absolute tyrant, and 
.the tenant a very slave or villain ; and in one respect 

» Sir John Davie*. 
B 
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tnore miserable than bond-slaves ; for commonly -the 
^bond-slave," says he, " is fed by his lord, but here 
the lord was fed by his bond-slave." 

Although often agitated in former periods, it 
Avould now be equally vain and unprofitable to enquire 
whether Ireland yielded by treaty, or was overcome 
by the sword ? The fact is, that the natives were 
treated like a conquered people, and denied a parti- 
cipation in the English laws. Stigmatized as helots, 
even intermarriage with them was deemed a capital 
crime, and their murder has been more than once 
adjudged to be no felony. Amidst such cruel and 
impolitic restraints, it was not to be expected that the 
people would emerge from barbarity ; on the contra- 
ry, they were rendered discontented and ferocious by; 
oppression, and three successive national insurrec- 
tions, the fruits of a false and perfidious policy, prove 
better than any testimony, however strong; that their 
servitude was equally galling and ungrateful. All the 
bitterness of religious intolerance, in consequence of 
the Reformation, was superadded to civil disabilities ; 
and a black catalogue of penal statutes exposed the 
unhappy Catholic to a variety of fines, mulcts, and 
disfranchisements, from which the more fortunate and 
less numerous Protestants were of course exempt. 

At length, towards the close of the American war, 
the spirit and loyalty of an oppressed nation procured 
a melioration of its condition, and a milder and more 
liberal system began to be adopted : but this only ex- 
tended at first to commercial and parliamentary in- 
dependence ; for even then those of the Romish faith, 
constituting an immense majority in point ' of num- 
bers, but far inferior in respect to wealth, remained 
utterly bereft of their elective franchises, and subject 
to a variety of disadvantages. 

In the course of a few years more*, the exercise of 

* In 1792 the Irish Catholics were permitted by act 
of parliament, 1. To practise ad barristers and attor- 
neys ; 2. To intermarry wit/i Protestants j 3. To edu- 
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many of the social rights was restored to them ; and 
a prospect of full redress opened on the commence- 
ment of a war which instead of relieving* entailed in- 
finite misery upon Ireland. Yet something essential- 
was achieved* in favour .of a bulk of the nation, and 
the glimpse of complete emancipation held out by a 
popular noblemanf) in consequence of which supplies*, 
were voted with equal promptitude and liberality. 

The sudden recal of the new viceroy , and the de- 
nial of the promised boon, unhappily became the sig- 
nal for a civil war ; and those who had hitherto con- 
fined themselves to constitutional remedies alone, now 
determined to recur to the sword. Many of the so- 
cieties formed for the purpose ofobtaining a redress 
of grievances, and a parliamentary reform, were per- 
verted to the purposes of insurrection ; while a new 
one, under the title of " United Irishmen," received" 
all who were disaffected, after pledging their fidelity 
by the solemnity of an oath. A system of represen- 
tation, founded on the customs of our Saxon ances- 
tors, and adopted by the venerable Alfred, was pre- 
pared, formed, and completed, by the labours of an- 
aspiring individual {, with a mystery equal, and an 
effect still more general, than the secret tribunals 
which at one period kept a large portion of Germany 
in awe. By an ascending scale of representation, 
from decennaries and hundreds, to baronies, pro- 

■ ., ' ' f ■ ■ *■ . ' ' . ■ * ' " " " 

cate youth, in. the cafiacity of school-masters^ without 
obtaining a license from an ordinary of the church of 
England ; and 4. To send their children abroad for in- 
struction. 

* In consequence of a recommendation from the throne », 
in January * 1793, many other restrictive laws were re- 
pealed; but Catholics were still prohibited from sitting 
in parliament, or enjoying any of the great offices of state— 

t Earl FitzwiUiam, then lord- lieutenant. 

$ Theobald Wolfe Tone, & Protectant, educated at 
Trinity College, Dublin, and a barrister 9 practising in 
(h*. courts* of law* 
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winces, and at length to the whole kingdom, such an 
interchange of opinions took place, and such a force 
was prepared, as had never before been witnessed in 
modern times, in the face^f an existing government. 
At the head of the whole presided a directory of 
live*, possessing unbounded influence over all, but 
known only to a few : the members consisted partly 
of Catholics, and partly of Protestants ; some of them 
had been in parliament, and were either sprung from, 
or connected with, the first families of the kingdom, 
and they were all noted for their abilities. These, 
dazzled with the success of America and France, and 
warmed with the theories of the day, conceived the 
romantic idea of shaking off all dependence upon 
England, converting the monarchy into a republic, 
and effecting a complete toleration in respect to re- 
ligion ; but neither the state of the country nor of the 
people was calculated for such a change. It was de- 
termined, however, to attempt it ; and the executive, 
which had its ambassador at Paris, and whose diplo- 
matic agents were supposed to have some influence on 
the late negociations at Lisle, was at length resolved 
to try its strength with the established government} 
aided by all the wealth and all the power of Great- 
Britain. So conscious were the members indeed of 
their own power, and so much did they dread the 
ifluence of foreign domination, that they expressly 
stipulated with their ally on the continent) for a cer- 
tain limited assistance onlyt* 

* Lord Edward Fitzgerald*, brother to the duke of 
Leimter; Mr* Arthur O'Connor, nefiheiv of lord Longue- 
ville, descended from Roderic O'Connor, king of Con- 
naught / Mr* Oliver Bond, a reputable manufacturer 
of Dublin ; Mr* Emmet, a barrister of considerable elo- 
quence ; and Dr. MJSfeven a physician, and a man of 
great talents, who acted for some time as the secretary- 
general to the executive. 

t Report of the secret committee of the house of com* 
mons. * 
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But, fortunately for England, their schemes were 
completely blasted, by the treachery of a subordinate 
agent, the nominal treasurer of a county and a colonel 
of the insurgents* In consequence of his information 
fourteen delegates and three members of the directory 
were arrested ; a fourth soon after died of the wounds 
which he received in his own defence, and the whole 
plot was at length completely developed* New di- 
rectors were indeed nominated, but a new discovery 
not only revealed their names and intentions, but 
consigned two of them to death*. 

In the mean time the government had recourse to 
measures which subjected some of. its members to 
censure f and the army itself appears to have acted, 
according to the manly confession of the commander 
in chieft, with an indefensible degree of severity. By 
a law lately passed, the viceroy was enabled to pro- 
claim certain districts out of the king's peace ; but 
lord Camden deemed it proper on his own authority, 
not only to put forage and provisions in requisition,, 
but also to supersede the ordinary tribunals of justice, 
and issue orders for the trial of civil offences by- 
means of courts martial. 

The remaining leaders, 'who had determined on a 
general insurrection, particularly in the province of 
Leinster, and not only fixed on a day for that purpose, 
hut meditated an attack on the camp of Loughlins- 
town, the park of artillery at Chapel-izod, and even ' 
the castle of Dublin, at the same time, were thus an- 
ticipated in their daring attempt, while the capital 
was subjected to military jurisdiction, and the most 
efficacious measures adopted forks preservation. 

t Two brothers of the name of Shear es» 
* Generafiir Ralph Abtrcromby actually declared in 
public order*) u that the very disgraceful frequency of 
court* martial, and the many complaint* of irregularities 
in the conduct of the troop* in Ireland, had too unfor- 
tunately proved the army to be in a state of licentious- 
ness, vthich must render it formidable to every one but 
the enemy." 

B2 
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But although many of the chiefs had heen secured, 
and those not as yet arrested were overwhelmed withr 
dismay, a partial revolt, actually took place, on the 
day subsequent to that fixed upon ibr a general 1 uw 
surrection, of which the stoppage of the mail coaches* 
was to be the signal. An assault twas* made by a hat£- 
armed rabble on the town and.gaoliofNaas ; but Asr 
their scheme had been discovered, they wefee instant* 
ly repujsed by a body of the military*, about one hun- 
dred and forty killed on the spot, and three of the 
leaders executed. A more numerous party was de-* 
feated by general Dundas, nedr Kifeuilen ; and on 
the preceding day, a small detachment, consisting: 
of between four and five hundred, which had ven- 
tured to advance as far as Rathfarnharo, was dispersed 
by only thirty -five dragoons under lord Raden, \ntuiy 
being put to death in their flight, butt two o£ their- 
chiefs were reserved for public execution* 

These feeble and unconnected attempts were not 
countenanced by a general rising ; for Ulster, in 
which province alone one hundred and fifty thousand* 
United Irishmen are said to have been enrolled and. 
mustered, in consequence of the unpromising state: 
of affairs wisely declined the contest ; and the pro- 
gress of the rebellion, unsanctioned even by the for*, 
xnality of a manifesto, had hitherto resembled the 
capricious freaks of a discontented mob, rather, than 
the united efforts of a large portion of the nation* 

But the agitators had succeeded in implanting cer- 
tain principles into the minds of the common people ; 
and these appear to have- struck their roots into a' 
congenial soil ; for although one attempt on Carlow 
and another on Kildare failed, while a still more for- 
midable commotion at Tallagh-hill was suppressed, 
yet the inhabitants of the counties of' Wicklow and 
Wexford, being taught to expect immediate assist- 

* The Armagh militia, 4th dragoon guard* y and 
Ancient British Fericibles. 
t Ledwick and Keough. 
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ance from Fnftce*, Kan to arms, and experienced a 
transitory but delusive success- 

Father Johk Murphy, -who had received the de- 
gree of doctor of divinity iir Srjaio, and at this period 
officiated as priest in the barony of Gorey and parish 
of Kikornaic* appears to have been the first to recur 
to arms in dm quarter* He collected his forces by 
lighting a fire on a hill, called Corrigrua, which was 
answered by a similar signal on an eminence contU 
gnohs to his own house at Boolavogue*- After dis- 
arming the Protestants "and- burning, their houses; a 
savage modesef warfare but 'too often perpetrated b£ 
both aides on theU^enomwsY they repaired to the vijk 
lag* of Oulart, near Kilmeckridge ; and as their 
mimbers had now increased to about fourteen thou- 
sand, itrjned chiefly with pikes, they began to acquire 
confidence*; 

I* the mean tine, part of. the .troops in Wexford, 
on bearing of the atrocities committed in their, neigh- 
bourhood, determined to march against and cjissipate 
the,ittsja?g£8ta» Accordingly, a detachment of. the 
North Ck>rkfConsiatiitg of one. hundred andinine pick- 
ed men, under lieutenant-colonel Eoote, with some, 
of cofcneLLehttnte's yeoman cavalry, marched against. 
the rebels then posted on the side of. Qulart-hill. The. 
attack at first proved successful, and the apparent, 
trepidation of the enemy encouraged the assaHants to. 
climb the eminence in pursuit of the fugitives ; but, 
on. their approach they, not only found the hedges 

■ > n iY ■ ■ *' ' ' ' ' -" ' 

* So. general was the disaffection in the latter county, 
which is considered among the moat industrious in' Ire* 
l a nd, that a U 4he in h a b itan ts-rose in the course of a single- 
night., . Mr* Ogle^ one of the members for Dublin, and 
an active supporter of. what is termed the Protestant . 
ascendancy, was so well acquainted with their intentions, 
that, on hearing a sudden noise, while in bed, he im~, 
mediately predicted that a general revolt had taken plac,e, 
which being confirmed soon after, he and Ms family were 
obliged to seek protection in Duncannon forU 
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lined with musketry, ' but their flanks turned: 89 
complete indeed was the defeat, that the whole party 
was' cut to pieces, the commanding (officer, who was 
wounded by a pike in the breast and arms, a Serjeant, 
and three privates, excepted. » 

On the succeeding day, Dr. Murphy issued eircu~ 
Jar notices written in red ink% commanding all per- 
sons capable of bearing arms to join him immediate- 
ly, for the purpose of attacking Enniscorthy ; and 
such was the reputation he had acquired by his late 
victory, that great numbers flocked to his standard* 
Having said mass on Ballyorle-hill, and set fire to 
some houses in the neighbourhood, their leader im- 
mediately marshalled about six* thousand of his fol- 
lowers, and they were soon after seen on the New- 
town- barry road, formed into an immense column, 
Which extended a mile in length; another body, post* 
ed on an adjoining eminence, advanced at the same 
time on the opposite side, and endeavoured to throw 
the troops into disorder by means of a stratagemf. 
They were gallantly and successfully opposed for a 
considerable time, by about three hundred and forty 
men who occupied the principal outlets ; but as a 
number of disaffected persons was supposed to be in 
the place, and this small force was incompetent to a 
prolonged defence, it was determined to. evacuate it. 
No sooner had this been effected, than it was taken 
possession of by the enemy, who formed a camp on 
Vinegar-hill early next morning, threw up entrench- 
ments, erected batteries, and regulated all military 
affairs by means- of a committee of twelve, four of 
which were priests}. 

* See ** Memoirs of the different Rebellions in Ire- 
land" by sir Richard Musgraroe, bart.fi* 343. 

t They are Maid to have collected and driven all the 
cattle in the neighbourhood before them* 

} Fathers Murphy y Roche, Kearns, and CUnehc. It 
appears that there were generally twenty priests in ike 
camp* 
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The peasantry now flocked thither in such num- 
bers, that the main body soon consisted of ten thou- 
sand men* Sentinels, vedettes, qtcquet guards, were 
posted around, and all the appearance of regular 
troops affected ; but it was easy to perceive, that the 
majority were utterly unacquainted with the use of 
arms, while the motly appearance of the tents, con- 
sisting chiefly of quilts, blankets, and carpets, gave 
a grotesque and ridiculous appearance to the whole* 
Nor did they fail to imitate the army in other points 
of view ; for having converted the ruins of a wind- 
mill into a gaol, they collected prisoners, and having 
tried them by the summary jurisdiction of a court- 
martial, several dP the unhappy victims were occa- 
sionally shot or piked in the front of the rebel line* 
Several protestant women also, who fell into the hands 
of their scouts and foraging parties, were not only 
treated with barbarity, but subjected to violation. To 
the credit, however, of one of the leaders, called 
general Sutton, he made use of his authority to re* 
strain such atrocious conduct*. 

To inure their followers to military exploits, irrup- 
tions were made in various directions. One body of 
insurgents, under the direction of father Kearns, a 
priest, seized on the town of Borris, and burnt all the 
houses belonging to the yeomen ; but the as saH ants- 
were repulsed in an attack on the mansion-house, not- 
withstanding they had provided themselves with a 

m^~~mm I i II II ■■'■ ■« I " I ■! »■!!■■ m . 

* Proclamation. w Whereas information has been 
received, that many outrages are committing through 
the country, on the wives and daughters of several pco- 
pie : this is therefore to desire *and command ail officers 
to use every exertion to apprehend and bring into VU 
negar-hill camp each and every person who shall be found 
guilty of such offence*) that they may be dealt with oc- 
cordingly. 

" Given under my hand at Vinegar-hill camp, 

this YtthdayofJune, 1798, the first year ofUberty % 

*• Patrick Sutton, Commander in Chief*" 
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howitzer. About this time also they formed a camp 
on the hill of Forth, commonly called the Three- 
Rock Mountain, and on this the detachment marched 
in procession from Enniscorthy, headed by father 
John Murphy, with a large crucifix in his arms. lit 
the course of a few days, they* were fortunate enough, 
to surprise part of the Meath regiment and a detach- 
ment of the royal artillery with two howitzers ; while 
major-general Fawcett, who had marched with eighty 
of the thirteenth regiment and a small number of 
militia for the purpose of supporting those troops, on 
hearing of their defeat were reluctantly obliged to 
return to Duncannon fort. 

. Ok the same day, lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, on- 
being informed of these events, advanced against the 
enemy with two hundred of the Donegal regiment, 
and about one hundred and fifty yeoman cavalry ; but 
he soon found himself and party annoyed by means 
of a heavy, fire from behind rocks, hedges, and houses. 
The howitzers also, which had been taken in the 
morning, were brought into action, and some of the 
matrosses> who had been, saved expressly for that 
purpose, forced, by the terror of the pike, to point 
them at their fellow-soldiers. They at the same time 
drove a number of horses along the road, for the pur- 
pose of embarrassing the troops ; and this stratagem, 
which failed on another occasion, proved successful 
here ; for the cavalry, being pent up in a defile and 
unable to act, wheeled round from the galling fire, 
and retired** On perceiving this, the insurgents 
rushed down from the mountain on purpose to cut off 
the retreat of the infantry, which they would have 
effected, had it not been for the resolute conduct of 
the Donegal regiment, which repulsed them by means 
of a few well directed vollies of musketry, and then 
fell back on Wexford. » 

That town, seated at the mouth of the Slaney, at 

* « Memoirs of the different RebtlUQTU in Ireland," 
by Sir JR* Musgravc, ban. p. 385«, 
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Ho great distance from the camp at Vinegar-hill, and 
only three miks from their position on the Forth 
Mountain, became the next object against which the 
insurgents determined to direct their operations. The 
successful result of the late skirmishes, the acquisi- 
tion of two pieces of artillery, together with the pos- 
session of a large quantity of arms and ammunition, 
tended to increase their audacity and their numbers : 
while the spirit of fanaticism was kept alive among 
the ignorant multitude by means of masses and ghost- 
ly exhortations, the faith of some of them is reported 
to have been raised to such a ridiculous excess, as 
actually to believe that the balls of the heretics could 
make no impression upon a true believer. 

While they were meditating an assault on Wex- 
ford, lieutenant-colonel Maxwell determined to eva- 
cuate the place, and a deputation from such of the 
inhabitants as chose to remain arrived at the Three- 
Rock Mountain, where the rebels had increased to 
ten thousand, on purpose to announce that a white 
flag, in token of submission, had been hoisted on the 
town-house. 

A column was accordingly put in motion under 
general Roche, lately a Serjeant in the yeoman caval- 
ry ; and Mr. Keugh,' who had risen from the hurnble 
station of a private to the rank of captain-lieutenant 
in the sixty-fifth regiment, during the American war, 
was nominated governor by acclamation. On enter- 
ing the place, the insurgents immediately liberated 
all the prisoners confined in the gaol, and soon after 
nominated one of them, Mr. Beauchamp Bagenal 
Harvey, a protestant gentleman of considerable for- 
tune, commander in chief* of the United army of the 
county of Wexford. . 

* " A* a meeting of the commanders of the United 
armyy held at Carrickbyrne-camfa on the 1st of June r 
1798, it was unanimously agreed that the Beauchamp 
Bagenal Harvey should be appointed and elected co?n- 
mander in chief of the United army of the county of Wex- 
Jord from and after the first day of June •, 1798. 
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Flushed with a series of uninterrupted success, 
they now marshalled their forces and determined on 
achieving still greater enterprises* For this purpose 
they formed their army into three divisions : one under 
the command of a protestant chief*, to whom was 
assigned the reverend father Philip Roche, of Poul- 
prarsy, in the parish of Killan, as a coadjutor, receiv- 
ed orders to encamp on Carrickbyrne-hill, for the pur- 
pose of attacking the town of New-Ross ; a second 
under captains Doyle and Redmond, was to proceed 
from Vinegar-hill, and seize on Newtown-barry, situ- 
ate in a defile surrounded by high and steep moun- 
tains, which would not only, give them the command 
of the Slaney, but open a communication with their 
associates in the counties of Carlow and Kildare ; the 
third, led by a person denominated general Perry, 
accompanied by father Michael Murphy, of Bally- 
canpe, and father John Murphy, of Boolavogue, was 
destined to attack Gorey : and such was their confi- 
dence, that, after seizing on those places, it was de- 
termined to advance with this victorious column 
against the capital, where their partisans were nume- 
rous, intelligent, and indefatigable* 

But, after the capture of Wexford, they were fated 
to experience a number of signal defeats ; and as their 
operations were equally deficient in method and con- 
cert, and they had hitherto proved successful from 
numbers and accident alone, so they were of course 
dissipated on the first appearance of an effective op- 
position* 

After obtaining possession of Newtown-bany, the 
assailants were driven out with great slaughter, by a 

" Signed, by order of the -commanding officers of the 
camfl. Nicholas Gray, Secretary." 

M It was likewise agreed that Edward Roche should f 
from and after the first ddy of June instant , be elected, 
and is hereby elected, a general officer of the Untied 
army of the county of Wexford* 

« Signed, by the above authority. N. Gray*** 

* Mr.Harvcyy 
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?mall body of yeomen. They were also foiled, about 
the same time, in an attack upon Gorey ; but a large 
body, posted on Bally more-hill, succeeded in defeat- 
ing colonel Walpole, who, despising such dastardly 
adversaries, advanced to the attack -without the usual 
military precautions, and fell into an ambuscade at 
Tubberneering. After having lost their commander, 
who, by being dressed in full uniform, and mounted 
on a tall grey horse, became a conspicuous object for 
the enemy's, marksmen, the troops, who were raw and 
unexperienced, at length retreated in confusion. Two 
six pounders and a howitzer, seized upon this occa- 
sion, being turned against them, the rout would have 
been complete, but for the good conduct of colonel 
Cope, of the Antrim militia. This officer rallied and 
formed his remaining forces on the road so as to im- 
pede the progress of the rebels, who now charged in 
their turn, and at length entered Gorey in pursuit of 
the fugitives. Arklow also was evacuated ; and it 
was with some difficulty that general Loftus, who had 
advanced to support colonel Walpole, found means to 
escape with bis feeble detachment across Slicvebuoy 
mountain. 

In the mean time an immense number of insur- 
gents, posted on Carrickbyrne-hill, within six miles 
of Ross, determined on the capture of that place, 
which, by its commanding situation, was calculated 
'to increase their power and influence. They accord* 
ingly approached it, and as an opportunity had not 
yet occurred to divide them into companies and regi- 
ments, they were formed under the more familiar 
denominations ef parishes and baronies. During their 
inarch, they halted for some time at a chapel, where 
mass was said at the head of each column by their 
priests, who also sprinkled an abundance of holy water. 
They then repaired to Corbet-hill, an eminence about 
a mile and a half from Ross, and formed on its summit 
with some appearance of regularity. 

But the capture of this town was an object of con- 
siderable difficulty, as the garrison consisted of twelve 
C 
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hundred effective men, besides one hundred and fifty 
'yeomen, commanded by major-general Johnson. The 
•troops, who had been for some time prepared for the 
attack, were also judiciously stationed ; the infantry 
And artillery having been posted in a fine, on tbe .east 
And south sides of the town, with tbe cavalry on the 
quay, and the volunteers at the bridge. 

About five o'clock in the morning, thirty thou- 
sand insurgents advanced against the town in an irre- 
gular manner, tittering hideous yells ; about one- 
fourth was armed with muskets, and the remainder 
with pikes : they were provided with four small field* 
pieces and a few swivels, while their fanaticism was 
aroused and their valour excited by priests, clad in 
vestments, and carrying crucifixes, who moved slow- 
ly through the ranks, and administered divine conso- 
lation. 

One of the crowd, waving a White handkerchief in 
liis band, preceded the rest ; on being shot by the 
oentmels, it was discovered that he had. brought a let- 
ter from Mr. Harvey, the newly-elected general, dated 
at the camp of Corbet-hill, summoning the command- 
ing officer to deliver up the place to the forces assem- 
bled against it. " Flushed with victories," *ays he, 
w the Wexford forces, innumerable .and irresistiblei 
■will not be controlled* if they meet with opposition : 
to prevent, therefore, the total ruin of all pToperty in 
*he town, I urge you to a speedy surrender, which 
you will be forced to in a few hours with loss and 
-bloodshed, as you are surrounded on all sides." 

Ha vi no marched »p to the place with great reso* 
lution, they drove in the advanced guard, took pos- 
session of the alarm posts, and made u*e of one of 
the pieces of .artillery which they had taken at the 
Three ^Rocks, by means of a matross, who was not 
only tied to it to prevent him from running away, 
but -excited to the performance of his duty by one of 
the rcvolters, who . on perceiving the elevation to be 
too ;g*eaty is reported to have drawn *i pistol from 
his fekt and shot him on the spot* The first onset 
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was ftofous, bat they were repulsed at the Three- 
Bullet-gate, and charged. by a detachment of the fiftlv 
dragoons; they however rallied soon after, and seiz- 
ed on a piece of artillery, which they immediately 
turned against the troops. After this they entered 
the town, and notwithstanding cannon were planted 
at the cross lanes, so as to sweep the streets as they 
advanced*, yet such was the weight and impetuosity 
of the column formed by the assailants, that the main> 
body of the garrison, overpowered by numbers, and 
intimidated also perhaps by the late success of the 
rebels at Enniscorthy, the Three Rocks, Wexford* 
and Tubberneering, fled over the bridge with great 
precipitation to the Kilkenny side of the river.- 

Fortunately, however, the place was soon after* 
recaptured by the gallantry of the commanding officer, . 
who had- served during the war on the Transatlantic 
continent* Indignant atr beholding the success of the 
revolters and the sodden panic of his own troops, ge- 
neral Johnson rode up to the fugitives and demanded 
if they meant to forsake their leader and their coun- 
tryman ? Being received with three cheers, he placed 
himself at their head, advanced toward the Three- 
Bullet-gate, where a post Was still maintained by the 
English, and recurring to one of the least culpable 
stratagems of war, he confidently assured the soldiers 
stationed there that he had brought a reinforcement 
from* Waterford. Having thus reanimated them by 
the joyful intelligence, he advanced against and dissi- 
pated a column of the enemy \ and that nothing, 
might be wanting to secure the fortune of the day, 
he contrived to turn their rear, at the same time man- 

l i. il l t l ii urn — »■ m ii i 11 i t ■»! i n n ■>■ it* i M-n * iii ■ iii i 

* It ha* Seen confidently asserted that a. barter among 
the insurgent*, either unacquainted' mtth the nature of 
artiUery, or rendered intertable to fear by intoxication, 
crammed his kat and tag inta m lunrnn, and cried out to 
kfa c o mpani o ns) u Gome art beyo^ her mouth i* stofifoedJ' 
The gunner, by the afifiUeation of hit match, toon con- 
vinced . him of his error* 
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lung the trenches on the outside so as to prevent the 
arrival of a reinforcement*. 

The assailants, who had not improved their first 
advantage, but consumed that time in drunkenness 
and devastation which they ought to have employed 
in securing their victory, were now dispersed and 
overcome; and as raw troops can never be rallied, 
they retreated with the utmost speed, first to Corbet 
and then to Carrickbyrne hills, leaving two thousand 
six hundred dead behind them. Nor was this signal 
success obtained by their adversaries without blood- 
shed, for lord Mountjoy, colonel of the Dublin mili- 
tia, fell in the first onset, one ensign, four Serjeants, 
and eighty-four men, were killed, and one captain 
and fifty-seven men wounded. 

On the very day that this engagement took place, 
some of the insurgents hearing of the success of the 
king's troops, perpetrated a most shocking massa- 
cre on several prisoners whom they hach con fined at 
Scullabogue ; an endeavour has been made to throw 
the whole of the odium of this transaction on one of 
the priests, but certain it is, that a layman of the 
name of Murphy, who commanded there, refused to 
sanction the atrocity, and turned away with horror 
from the disgusting scene, which he was unable -to 
prevent ; he however had still influence sufficient to 
rescue a woman from death by observing, " that such 
a horrid deed would kindle a blush on the cheeks of 
the Virgin Mary ;" nor ought it to be omitted here, 
that the bodies of the unhappy sufferers were buried 
by a subscription on the part of the principal leaders* 

The ill success of the attack on Ross put a peri- 
od to the short-lived power of the general in chief, . 
who was immediately deposed from his military com- 
mand, and appointed to a civil employment, having 
been nominated president of the council of Wexford : 
but this gentleman, whose feelings and education 

v * Memoirs of the different Rebellion* in Ireland^ by 
Sir R f Musp-ave, ft. 4, 1 U 
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wholly disqualified him from taking any share in the 
excesses that had recently taken place, was by this 
time ashamed of the misconduct of a peasantry fana- 
ticised to madness, and familiar wi*h every species 
of crime- The lay commanders, after this period, 
no longer appear to have enjoyed the confidence of 
the multitude, for we now find father Roche presid- 
ing in the camp on Lacken-hill,'and calling on the. 
inhabitants of the adjacent parishes to repair to his 
standard, by requisitions addressed to the Catholic 
clergy •- Father Michael Murphy at the same time 
acted in the capacity of general at Gorey ; and as his 
troops had hitherto been successful, and were still 
flushed with their recent victory at Tuberneering, he 
meditated a great and important attempt. Undis- 
mayed by the late signal defeat at Ross, he deter* 
mined on marching against Arklow, although at this, 
time defended by a strong garrison; after the capture 
of which he is said to have intended to advance, 
against the capital itself, wisely judging that the pos- 
session of Dublin would in some measure decide the 
fate of the whole kingdom. Nor ought it to be for- 
gotten that the metropolis was at this period in a state 
of consternation, for the vice-queen* and many ladies 
of distinction had. fled to England, and the disaffected! 
there were both resolute and numerous. 

Although general Needham now occupied Ark- 
low with about one thousand five hundred troops, 
consisting of dragoons, militia, fencibles, and yeo- 
manry, the insurgents advanced boldly against it.-— 
They, however, did not commence their march until 
the morning was pretty far advanced; and it was 
four o'clock in the afternoon before they were per- 
ceived, formed in two immense columns, so as to 
attack the town in the upper and lower extremities 
at the same time. In addition to their numbers, 
which have been estimated at about twenty thousand, 
they were supported by two six-pounders, formerly 

* Lady Camden. 

C2 
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taken from the regulars, neither injudiciously posted 
nor ill served, and preceded by an advanced guard, 
composed of horse and foot. AH their motions were 
evidently intended to out-flank and overpower the 
garrison, who were formed behind a barricado, 
strengthened with artillery. 

The attack which continued for upwards of two 
hours, was as usual fierce ; but the steady counte- 
nance and incessant fire of the troops, together with 
the destruction occasioned by the cannon,- rendered 
all their efforts abortive, and they were never able 
to penetrate into the place* One body was soon de- 
feated and charged by the cavalry under colonel sir 
W. W. Wynne, who appears to have given no quar- 
ter ; but the other, which had advanced on the side 
of the charter-school, and was led by father Michael 
Murphy, the priest of Ballycanew, made a number 
of successive but abortive attacks on a barricade, 
whence they were driven by Incessant vollies of mus- 
quetry and grape. At length this ecclesiastic, after 
haranguing his followers, advanced with a standard 
on which a cross had been emblazoned, but he was 
soon after killed by a cannon-shot ; on this his troops 
instantly dispersed', and recreated about eight o'clock 
at night towards Coolgreney in a disorderly manner. 
They found means however to occupy a formidable 
station at Limeric^hiH, which they evacuated oit the 
approach of the generals Dundas and Loftus. 

But notwithstanding these reiterated miscarriages, 
a numerous body to the amount of twenty thousand, 
posted on the heights On the banks of the Slaney, 
called Vinegar-hill, still assumed the appearance of 
an army, and continued to Sustain a drpopftxg cause ; 
luckily this important station was ndt fortified by 
heavy artillery, nor strengthened by redoubts on the 
flanks, nor defended by skill. Agaittsi: these general 
Lake, after collecting various detachments, deter- 
mined to march, and he was fortunate enough to be 
joined by the Loyal Cheshire, who landed from Eng- 
land two days previously to the battle. The mode of 
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attack adopted upon this occasion) was well calculated 
to terrify new levies, always diffident of themselves* and 
afraid of being surrounded. The tvoops being divided 
into four distinct columns, advanced against the insure 
gents under the generals Dundas, Eustace, Duff, and 
Loftus. A fifth, under general Johnson, having car- 
ried the town of Enniscorthy, situated at the base of 
the hill, the heights were scaled in different directi- 
ons, so as to menace the front and flanks at the same 
time. But, notwithstanding these formidable prepa- 
rations, the revolters were enabled from the natural 1 
strength of their position to defend the lines during 
an hour and a half, and it was not until they were 
outflanked and nearly surrounded, that they at 
length gave way, leaving behind them thirteen' 
light field-pieces : as civil are always more bloody 
than foreign wars, the slaughter Was immense, for 
no quarter seems to have been given upon this occa- 
sion, as those wfio escaped the musquet when over- 
taken perished by the merciless bayonet, while so 
insignificant was the loss on the part of the king's 
troops, that not above one hundred were either killed 
or wounded. 

TtfE only person of any note who fell on tfte other 
side upon this occasion was father Clinch, a priest of 
Enniscorthy, who was singled out on account of his 
large white horse, huge scymetar, and broad cross- 
belts ; and the action itself was less bloody than could 
have been Well supposed, as the troops under general 
Needham were unable to reach the position assigned 
them, and general Lake could not be prevailed upon 
to defer the combat until the succeeding day. In 
consequence of these events an inmrrepse cordmn re- 
treated by the east side of the Slaney ; (part entered 
Wexford, where many horrid murders Were com- 
mitted on the bridge ; while another and more nu- 
merous detachment, headed by two priests of the 
name of Murphy and a third called Roche, reached 
the Three Rocks, and having held a council of war 
there, marched across the mountains to the county 
of Kilkenny. 
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However, the battle, or rather skirmish, of Vine* 
gar-hill, not only occasioned the dispersion of those 
who survived the pursuit; jbiit proved fatal to their 
cause. 

An ineffectual attempt was immediately made by 
the pretended governor of. Wexford to obtain a capi- 
tulation ; yet, as the offer of pardon to the garrison 
was accompanied with a stipulation that the chiefs 
should be delivered up, the insurgents, preferring 
the chance of death to the baseness of treachery, eva- 
cuated the town, which was immediately occupied 
by major-general Moore, to the no small joy. of the 
remaining inhabitants* 

In the mean time, the body of rebels which had 
retreated from Vinegar-hill and penetrated into the 
county of Kilkenny by the Scull agh Gap* burned the 
village of Kil Edmond, and proceededto Goresbridge, . 
under the command of father John Murphy, of Balla- 
vouge. Having advanced in column, they were op* 
posed by lieutenant Dixon, who was posted there 
with a party chiefly composed of dragoons ; but he 
was obliged to retreat, as they had brought a swivel 
and several pieces of cannon to bear on the post, 
which he in vain endeavoured to maintain against 
such a multitude of assailants. „ But their success 
was of short duration, for they were pursued by ge- 
neral Dunn and sir Charles Asgill, and haying made 
a stand at Kilcomney-hill, experienced a complete 
defeat. Murphv,,the commander in chief, who fled, 
from the field of battle, was taken soon after, and~be- 
ing conducted to the head-quarters of general sir 
James Duff, at Tullow, was hanged the same day. 
After this the body of that sanguinary priest was 
burnt, and his head, with indiscreet zeal, placed on 
the market-house — a savage and horrid custom, .tend- 
ing little to intimidate, but admirably calculated to 
render a disaffected pepple more savage and feroci- 
ous, by making them familiar with barbarity, and 
accustoming them to the violation of the rights of 
sepulture. 
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A body of insurgents) who assembled soon after 
at Whiteheaps, was dispersed by general Needham, 
assisted by general Duff and the marquis of Huntly, 
the last of whom acquired great credit during his re- 
sidence in Ireland, by uniting humanity with courage, 
and compassionating the failings of a deluded multi- 
tude at the same time that he rendered their fury 
ineffectual. 

The spirit of rebellion in the south; which assum- 
ed all the appearance of a war of religion, was now 
completely subdued ;. and in the north it never ex- 
hibited a very formidable shape, for the disaffected 
Protestants in that quarter, shocked at the enormities 
perpetrated, the intolerance displayed, and the pre- 
tended miracles wrought by two Popish priests*, de- 
termined to resist .the seduction. They indeed found 
means to keep possession of Antrim for a few days ; 
however, on being attacked with cannon and mus- 
quetry, they were driven out of that place, but not 
until lord O'Nief, who commanded a regiment of 
Irish militia, had fallen. They were also repulsed 
in an ill-concerted attack on Carricfergus ; at Bally- 
nahinch, where they had determined to make a stand 
under Munroe, although they could not muster more 
than six thousand men, they received, a total over- 
throw, and the insurrection was completely quelled ; 
notwithstanding, a few of the stragglers assembled 
in some force* first at Ardee and then at .Garrets- 
Town. 

In tht mean time courts martial were held on all 
the leaders. Mr. B. Harvey, whose influence had 
been superseded after the battle of Ross, by that of 
father Murphy, the priest, and who had seized the 
first opportunity of abandoning men inflamed into 
habitual cruelty by those who ought to have preached 
the language of Christian charity, was surprised in 
a cave on one of the rocks that form the harbour of 
Wexford, and hanged on the bridge of that town. 

* Roche and Murphy. 
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Although this sentence was. enforced By a court of a 
very equivocal kind, the jurisdiction of which is not 
recognised by the law, such was the relentless spirit 
of the times, that his heirs, were bereaved of his 
large property ; and as this could not be done in the 
usual course of justice, a fioat-facto act was obtained 
for that purpose. 

It is greatly to be lamented that a trial by jury 
was denied to such as were supposed to have dipped 
their hands in blood or forfeited their lives by rebelli- 
on ; as it would surely have been at once more dig* 
nified and more legitimate, to have convicted the 
offenders according to the usual' mode, and not have 
imitated the example of the French during the Ven- 
dean war, by the conversion of military tribunals into 
courts that were to decide on the lives of men, some 
of whom had not even been accused of appearing in 
arms. But posterity will learn With horror* that tor- 
ture was in some instances recurred to by individuals 
on purpose to extort confessions of guilt j. and what 
is still more shocking, that this barbarous and inhu- 
man custom was not only permitted, but is said to 
have been palliated by men in high authority* 

Luckily for the happiness of Ireland and the ho* 
nour of Great Britain, a more generous policy soon 
after prevailed, for lord Cornwallis, although bred to' 
arms from his youth, yet detesting schemes of ven- 
geance and proscription, after making some public 
examples, put an end to the scene of blood* In the 
course of a few days subsequently to* hisarrtral, he- 
informed the House of Commons by a message, of 
" his Majesty's orders to acquaint them, that he had 
signified his gracious intention of granting a general 
pardon for all offences comm-ited previously to a cer* 
tain time, upon such conditions and with such excep- 
tions as might be compatible with the public safety ; rr 
and it was added " that these offers of mercy were 
not toprecludemeasuresof vigor against the obstinate-" 

His lordship accordingly, while he held out the 
immediate prospect of pardon and. forgiveness to the 
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ignorant rabble, was determined to bring several of 
the principal chiefs to trial ; but he did not recur to 
the invidious mode of impanelling military men, un- 
acquainted with the rules of evidence and the forms 
of justice, who* after bravely overcoming the enemy 
with their swords, were afterwards to supersede the 
laws by sitting in judgment upon them and their fol- 
lowers : on the contrary, he issued orders for a spe- 
cial commission, and the culprits were raigned, con- 
victed* and condemned, by competent tribunals, with 
a solemnity suitable to' the occasion. 
. A few suffered ; and as the insurrection was now 
completely, crushed, and public justice fully vindicat- 
ed, both mercy and poticy called aloud for pardon 
and oblivion. 

Butt although the government had quelled the in- 
surrection, k was still unacquainted with the ultimate 
views of the conspirators, the fall extent of their plan, 
the exact form of their organisation, and, above all, 
with the nature of their connection with France : it 
was deemed advisable, therefore, to obtain ample in- 
formation on these subjects. Accordingly, Mr. Bond, 
a member of the directory, was offered hrs life, lately 
forfeited by a verdict of bis peers, on this express 
condition ; as he was deterred for some time, by a 
consideration for the safety of his colleagues*, the 
same promise was extended to all under confinement ; 
and these having acquitted themselves to the entire 
satisfaction of the administration, they were to be 
permitted to exile themselves to any country not then 
at war with Great Britain. After this, an act of ge- 
neral amnesty was passed, with the exception "of a 
few men of some note, who had taken refuge on the 
continent. 

* Messrs* O* Connors^ Neilson, and MsNtrvin* Mr. 
Bond died previously to his removal ; and the former 
gentlemen, instead Xjf being sent to a neutral country r , . 
<were afterwards confined with some others at Fort 
George* in Scotland^ whence they were liberated soon 
after the/ieace* 
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By the able conduct and dignified moderation of 
the new lord-lieutenant, the deluded peasantry re- 
turned to their cottages, and many of the chiefs who 
had escaped detection became peaceable, if not loyal 
subjects. Had a system of obdurate severity been 
pursued, Ireland would perhaps have Tesembled Poi- 
tou, and the scenes about to be depicted might 
have terminated fatally for the interests of the em- 
pire. 

The French directory, who had hitherto contem- 
plated the progress of the civil war in seeming tran- 
quillity, now seemed eager to revive it, by transmit- 
ting a force, which would have been formidable pre- 
viously to the action at Vinegar-hill, but now proved 
insignificant and contemptible. Accordingly, at a 
period when the arts of peace began once more to be 
cultivated, a body of men, amounting to about nine 
hundred, was landed from three frigates, at Killala 
Bay, in the county of Mayo, within one hundred and 
twenty miles of Dublin ; and general Humbert* an 
officer who had distinguished himself under Hoc he, 
during the Vendean war, immediately took up his 
he ad- quarters at the bishop's palace. But although 
the alluring symbol of a green flag was erected, ac- 
companied by the emblem of a harp, and encircled 
with the motto of " Erin Go Bragh*," yet but 
a few of the peasantry could be prevailed upon to 
join him ; of these none professed the protestant reli- 
gion, and no individuals of note, of any persuasion f, 
two or three only excepted, countenanced the inva- 
ders. 

After leaving a small garrison under colonel 
Charost behind him, to keep up the communication 
and receive supplies, general Humbert clothed and 

* Ireland for ever* 

t One gentleman^ heir to a considerable fortune', born 
in Spain, and educated at Liege, is said to have been 
prevailed upon to act as prtsident of the council of Con- 
naught* 
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armed all those who bad repaired to his standard, and 
immediately marched towards Castlebar. In the 
mean time, being still in hopes of a more power- 
ful support^ he prepared a proclamation, in which he 
entrusted the government of the province to a council 
consisting «f twelve members, and gave orders for 
the raising of twelve regiments* He also enjoined 
« every individual from sixteen to forty, in the name 
of the Irish republic, to repair immediately to the 
French camp," on purpose u to march in a mass 
against the common enemy of the government of 
Ireland,, the English, whose destruction alone) 11 it 
was added u can secure the happiness and independ- 
ence of ancient Htberaia."* 

In the mean time major-general Hutchinson anti- 
cipated the French, having by a sudden evolution ob- 
tained possession of the chief town in the county of 
Connaught ; but on the other hand, the latter com- 
pletely deceived their adversaries, on their arrival at 
Ballina, by advancing through Barnahgecby instead 
of Foxford, and thus experiencing no obstacle what- 
soever in the route, to Castlebar* 

AbnuQUGHr he relied chiefly for success on his own 
troops, yet being desirous to magnify his little army 
by the appearance of numbers, Humbert had dressed 
up a number of the natives in uniforms, and after- 
wards contrived to post his new levies on the flanks 
in such a manner as to protect his column from the 
fire of the enemy. 

Thb field of battle, to which he was now in full 
march, consisted of a hill, at the north-west extre- 
mity of the town, where the English forces were 

» ■ ' l i i i ■ i i # iii in . J i * ^ i.ii. w-h i ■ ■■ 

* This papep, which happened to be discovered among 
the archives of the provisional government^ was never 
published^ as it soon, became evident that the mild policy 
cfhrd Cornwallia was far better calculated to subvert 
the spirit of resistance- than a system of torture and con- 
fiagmtion* 

D 
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drawn up in two lines*, which crowned the summits ; 
a small reserve was stationed in the rear, two circle 
and some battalion guns were posted in front, and 
commanded a rising ground, over which the inva- 
ders must necessarily pass: the exact effective 
strength has never been ascertained, but it appears to 
have exceeded fifteen hundred men, and it must be 
allowed that the troops were not injudiciously posted* 

About eight o'clock in the morning, the French 
with their allies were seen advancing in column, and 
some of the peasantry, who accompanied them, made 
an ineffectual attempt to divert the fire of the artillery, 
which was well served, by driving some cattle before 
them* On this Humbert, after reconnoitring, halted 
under cover of a rising ground, and pushed forward 
a body of his best marksmen, who advanced rapidly, 
and occupied some hedges in front, whence they ex- 
tended themselves, with a view of annoying and out- 
flanking the adversary. 

The fire of the opposite lines, instead of being re* 
served, was expended before it could be serviceable, a 
mistake of which the enemy immediately took advan- 

* According to Sir R* Musgrave's Memoirs, p. 593, 
the following disposition took place : the first line consist- 
ed of the Kilkenny militia, the skeleton of the sixth re- 
giment of foot, and a subaltem*s detachment of the Prince 
of Wales 1 s f enables. The Eraser fentibles, with a small 
corps of Galway yeomen infantry, formed a second line ; 
the four companies of the Longford were drawn up in a 
valley in the rear, and a little in the left of the main body 
of the Kilkenny* The cavalry, consisting of the first 
fentibles, and a part of the sixth dragoon guards, were 
stationed in the rear of the first line, some piquets ex- 
cepted, and some mounted yeoman, who were posted in 
different quarters. In addition to the artillery menti- 
oned above, which was under the direction of captain 
Shorfall, two more curricle guns were posted in the 
centre of the town, under lieutenant Blundlc of the 
artillery* 
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t&g^ ; for the main body having rushed forward, and 
the sharp shooters evincing a design to penetrate into 
the rear, the detachment posted for the purpose of 
supporting the guns retired, and they were immedi- 
ately abandoned. The earls of Ormond, Longford, 
and Granard, endeavoured to rally their men, and 
they so far succeeded as to impede for some time the 
progress of the assailants ; but they were pursued 
with alacrity, and the royal Irish artillery, who had 
gallantly defended the bridge by means of a single 
gun, were at length charged by the horse and nearly 
cut off. 

The loss sustained upon this occasion has been 
vaguely estimated at six hundred men and eight 
pieces of cannon ; it is certain, however, that it was 
considerable, and the suspicion of dissaffection a- 
mong part of the troops rendered the calamity still 
greater. 

Castles ar, a place of some importance on account 
of its situation, now became the head-quarters of the 
invaders* and a number of the deserters from the 
Irish militia regiments, chiefly actuated by the hopes 
of booty, joined the invaders ; but to the honour of 
the French commander, he acquired .the odium of 
many of his new allies, by his scrupulous regard to 
the lives and property of individuals. 

General Humbert being determined to take ad- 
vantage of the consternation occasioned by his victory, 
and hoping also to be able to obtain succours and 
assistance in proportion as his troops advanced into 
the heart of the country, he moved with his whole 
force through Swineford and Tubbercurry, towards 
Tuam, as if with intention to reach the capital, now 
•nly eight miles distant. But his career did not ex- 
tend beyond that town ; for lord Cornwallis, with great 
propriety, determined to take the field in person, 
and\ having collected a formidable body of troops, 
marched against the invaders. On this, the French 
commander, knowing that his force must cease to 
be formidable, the moment that it ceased to act offen- 
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lively, generously determined on the preservation of 
such of the insurgents as had joined him, although 
their conduct had in no instance entitled them to his 
esteem, and in more than one case not even to bis 
protection ; he however, made a retrograde but cir- 
cuitous march, partly on purpose to enable them to 
escape, and partly with the hope of receiving rein- 
forcements from France. 

In the men time, the army under the lord lieu- 
tenant advanced with hasty steps, en purpose to cut 
off the progress of the invaders, who in the course of 
seventeen days had penetrated a considerable way 
into the kingdom, fought and gained a battle, and 
appeared to be in possession of the whole of Con- 
naught. At length, a column of troops under lieute- 
nant-colonel Crawford, burning with impatience to 
wipe off the late disgrace, came up with the rear of 
the retiring foe at Ballinamuck ; and after a short 
but sharp contest, the French, who, to the astonish- 
ment of their conquerors, amounted to no more than 
eight hundred and forty-four men, surrendered them- 
selves prisoners of war.* The loss of the British 

* " Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, of 
the king* 8 forces at the battle of Ballinamuck, Sept. 8, 
1798. 

" Officers, none killed; privates, killed three, wound- 
ed twelve, missing three ; horses, killed eleven, wounded 
one, missing one* 

« Ordnance, arms, and ammunition, taken*— Three 
light French fbur-fiounders ;ftve ditto ammunition wag- 
gons, nearly full of made-up ammunition $ one ditto tum- 
bril; seven hundred stand of arms, with belt* and 
pouches $ with a great number of pikes. 

« Officer wounded. — Lieut. Stephens, of the Carti&h* 
fieers." 

« Return of the French army taken prisoner* at the' 
buttle of Ballinamuck, Sept. 8, 1798. 

" General and other officers, ninety-six; non-eomtf&ssti- 
oped officers and soldiers, seven hundred and ffrfopste ; 
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Was contemptible ; but a great slaughter took place 
among such of the insurgents as, trusting to their 
good Fortune, had not disbanded ; for a considerable 
number of these perished in their flight, about one 
hundred only having been taken prisoners, among 
whom were three of their chiefs.* 

Scarcely had a month elapsed, when a small 
squadron carrying a reinforcement to the French 
troops was descried, attacked, and discomfited, by 
sir John Borlase Warren, and the whole captured, 
two frigates only excepted. Among the prisoners 
seized upon this occasion was Theobald Wolfe Tone, 
with whom had originated the plan of the society of 
United irishmen, and the idea of an Irish republic, 

Morses, about one hundred. N. B. ninety-six rebels 
token— ihrce of them called general officers, by the nam* 
of Roach) Blake, and Teeling. The enemy in their 
retreat were compelled to abandon nine pieces ofcannon\ 
which they had taken in the former actions with his' ma* 
jesty's Jbrces." 

« Names of the principal officers of the French force* 
taken at the battle of BalHnamuck, Sept. 8, 1798. 

" Humbert, general en chief; Sarazin, general de 
division ; Fontaine, general de brigade; Laserurc f 
tfrief de brigade, attache a Vetat major ; Dufbur, ditto; 
Aulty, chef de battalion; Demanche, ditto ; Toussaint, 
ditto ; Babin, ditto ; Sibemon, ditto ; Menou, commis* 
sarre ordonnateur ; Brillier, commissaire de guerre ; 
Thibault, payeur ; Puron, aid-de-camp ; Framair, cftV- 
to ; Moreau, capitaine waguemestre general ; Ardouin', 
chef de brigade ; Serve, chef de battalion ; Hois, dit- 
to*, Mauchaud, ditto; Brand and Massonel, officers de 
stidnte. 

M &eaxpitulation~-8crus-officer8, ninety-six ; grena- 
diers, eight ; fusiliers, four hundred andfbrty ; car- 
Mncers, thirty-three ; chasseurs, sixty ; camtoniers, 
forty-one :— total, officers, ninety-six ;— -eight hundred 
and forty four. Pr ArdotnV* 

"^ Teeling, Blake, and Roach. 

D 2 
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with the assistance of, but totally independent of, 
France. After acting in the character of a plenipo- 
tentiary to, heVas now returning with a commission 
as a lieutenant-general in the service of the directo- 
ry, on purpose to support with his sword the princi- 
ples he had so earnestly inculcated by his pen ; and 
as he knew that his life was forfeited by the laws, of 
his country, he found means to put a period to it 
while in prison, and thus prevent the ignominy of a 
public execution* 

After this, a few parties still lurked amidst the 
fastnesses and traversed the mountains, skirmishing 
with the troops, and carrying on a predatory warfare. 
An obscure but bold and intrepid chief, of the'name 
of Holt, contrived for a long time to elude the vigi- 
lance and baffle all the arts of his pursuers : such at 
last was his celebrity, that he seemed to resemble 
one of the Vendean leaders, and had Connaught pre- 
sented the same resources as the woods and marches, 
of Britanny and Anjou, he appeared calculated to, 
exhibit all the stratagems displayed by aStoffletor a 
Charette. This man at length became of such con- 
sequence as to obtain terms from government, and 
his life was preserved on condition of leaving the 
kingdom. 

Thus, after a bloody and disgusting scene of more 
than three months' duration, ended the insurrection 
in Ireland, which, in addition to the loss of upwards 
of one million of property,* as well as the lives of a 
multitude of the inhabitants, threw the whole of that 
kingdom into indescribable confusion ; and, had but 
the French, directory exhibited the same degree of 
ability as the prime movers of the conspiracy, might 
have ended in a measure which can never be suffici- 

* The estimate of the losses on the part of the loy- 
alists alone^ amounted to twenty-three thousand five 
hundred and seventeen pounds six shillings and four 
fience y according to the account delivered in to the com* 
mi 8a oners appointed by act of parliament* 
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ently deprecated, not only as tending to the alienati- 
on of a large portion of the strength of the empire, 
but as an event intimately connected with its pros- 
perity and independence. 

It is painful to look back on a contest which had 
its foundation in civil dissabilities, arising out of the 
religious opinions of the majority of a nation ; for in 
these assuredly originated the influence, and also the 
success, of those theorists, who, smitten with the 
love of new systems, wished to establish a common- 
wealth in Ireland. But they had woefully mistaken 
the state of society among the lower classes of their 
countrymen, who, actuated solely by religious bigo- 
try, would not only have proclaimed their own the 
dominant and exclusive faith, but, preferring a father 
Murphy and a father Roche to a Fitzgerald and an 
O'Connor, would have founded a barbarous theocra- 
cy, in which confessors alone would have been per- 
mitted to rule. 

It is also worthy of remark, that the late civil 
war in Ireland was not only produced by the denial 
of Catholic emancipation, but that the agitation of 
this question is supposed to have afterwards occasi- 
oned a chism in the British cabinet, in consequence 
of which the very ministers who had preferred the 
certainty of national commotions to a liberal system 
of polity, afterwards resigned their stations, because 
they themselves could not then obtain that boon which 
they had before denied, both to the prayers and the 
threats of a large portion of the nation. 
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Awoke entering on the narrative of the late in- 
surreetfcm in the county of Wexford) the causes thlft 
produced it, and its calamitous consequences, I think 
it necssary to give a geiveral sketch of its geography 
and local circumstances, together with a short topo- 
graphical outline of its boundaries, principal rivers, 
harbours, and remarkable places, to render references 
more easy and obvious; adding the estimate of its 
computed population in 1788, stated by Mr. Btrefoe, 
in the transactions of the royal Irish academy, and 
published in 1790, 

The county of Wexford contains eight baronies, 
namely, Gorey, Scarawalsh, Ballaghkeen, Bantry, 
Shelmaliere, Shelbume, Bargy, and Forth, in which 
are one hundred and forty-two parishes; and the. 
acreable extent of the whole is computed to be 
342,900, or 535 Square miles. Its population, ao 
cording to Mr. Bushe's estimate, taking the houses 
to be 20,448, is 132,912 inhabitants. The town of 
Wexford itself, domains 1412 houses, and upwards 
of nine thousand souk; Trtit I apprehend the popt*- 
tattcm ie under-rated by Mr. Btffce, as I hepe to fce 
enabled to shew at a future period. 



t 38 1 

The county of Wexford has been long remarkable 
for the peaceable demeanor of its inhabitants ; and 
their good behaviour and industry have been held out 
as exemplary for other parts of Ireland : so little and 
to seldom infested with disturbance or riots of any 
kind, that an execution for a capital crime rarely 
took place there ; and, in the calender of its crimi- 
nals, it has as few on record, as any part either of 
Great Britain or Ireland.— This county bore such re- 
putation, that landed property was considered of higher 
value in it, than in many other parts of this country ; 
purchasers not hesitating to advance some years rental 
more for lands in the county of Wexford, than, for the 
like in most other parts of Ireland. Even at the time 
that different parts of the nation were disturbed by the 
riots of white boys, &c. they scarcely made their ap- 
pearance here, owing to the vigilance and exertions of 
the gentlemen of the country. These formed an 
armed association at Enniscorthy, for the preservation 
of the peace, under the command of Sip Vesey Col- 
clough ; and this association afterwards became a 
corps of volunteers, the first of the kind in the land ; 
and thus can the county of Wexford boast of having 
set the example and of being the first to promote the 
illustrious institution of the volunteers of Ireland. 
Having set so conspicuous a precedent, the volunteers 
of the county of Wexford, by their printed resolutions, 
fully coincided with those of all other parts of the nation ; 
and, in the spirit of the times, adopted the memorable 
resolutions of the meeting at Dungannon, and sent 
their deputation to the grand provincial meeting of 
Leinster, assembled at the guild-hall in the tholsel of 
Dublin, on Thursday the 9th of October 1783, and 
afterwards to the general convention of the volunteers 
of Ireland, held at the rotunda, on the 10th of Novem- 
ber following. 

The liberality of the times invited men of all per- 
suasions to the volunteer ranks— catholics stood by 
their protestant fellow-soldiers in the glorious cause, 
and proved themsqjy es worthy of the. liberal canfiL- 
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4ence that dictated their admission, which the existing 
laws did not strictly sanction. Amidst this general 
spirit of toleration, however, T am sorry to remark 
that there was no admission for a catholic amoqg the 
volunteers of the county of Wexford, a circumstance 
the more remarkable, as it was the only county in 
Ireland, that exclusively held up this prejudice* 

Ik Ireland a good and kind landlord is a rare bless- 
ing; and a traveller, in his passage through the 
country, must readily distinguish the fostering care 
and benevolent superintendence of such, wherever to 
be found* It is easy to gain the affections of the warm 
hearted Irish ; if a person of rank deigns but to pay 
them those attentions which are accounted but com- 
mon care of the lower classes in other countries, he is 
universally beloved; and, on his approach, delight 
beams on the countenance of the neighbourhood 
around him* 

Early in the year 1792, the catholics of Ireland 
were invited by a circular letter, inserted in the pub- 
lic papers, signed Edward Byrne ; to depute from all 
the counties and principal towns, delegates, to meet 
in Dublin to frame a petition to the king for a re- 
dress of the grievances under which they laboured. 
The catholics of the county of Wexford elected dele- 
gates, according to the plan proposed, the July fol- 
lowing, and the whole kingdom at the same time 
made like returns. Resolutions of many grand ju- 
ries and corporations were published soon after, re- 
probating this circular letter. Counties were assem- 
bled for the purpose of joining in the out-cry. The 
county of Wexford was convened on the 22d of Sep- . 
tember, by Mr. Derenzy the high sheriff, to take into 
consideration the circular letter of the general com- 
mittee of the catholics of Ireland, signed Edward 
Byrne. The court was opened at one o'clock, when 
Mr. Maxwell was about to produce resolutions, but 
the hon. Francis Hutchinson having first risen, and 
being in possession of the chair, after a manly and 
eloquent speech of some length, proposed resolutions 
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declaratory of the rights of the subject : the first re* 
solution, which asserted the right to petition the 
throne or either house of parliament, though for some 
time attempted to be got rid of by Mr. C. Dawson, 
on an objection upon a point of order, was at length 
unanimously adopted, but the other resolutions pro- 
posed by Mr. Hutchinson, though equally constitu- 
tional and self-evident, were rejected by the party 
who avowedly came to oppose every measure which 
might either tend to gratify the feelings or adminis- 
ter a hope of obtaining justice to the roman catho- 
lics-— Mr* Hutchinson, however, most ably supported 
his motion, and was powerfully assisted by his bro- 
ther, the hon. Christopher Hutchinson, (the present 
member for the city of Cork,) and captain Sweetman, 
who, in the most energetic language, delivered a 
speech very prophetic of events, that have since 
taken place ; but no one argument was adduced by 
his opponents to controvert the principles which he 
sought to establish. 

In the summer of this year, so?ae tythe-farmers 
took tythes, in the county of Wexford, which had 
formerly been rented by others* These., unwilling 
to lose their prey without an effort to retain it, excited 
the populace to resist the demands of the newunder- 
takers, whom they called innovaters and intruders. 
Soon after, oaths were framed in imitation of similar 
practices in Munster. From the neighbourhood of 
Tottenham Green, extending towards Mount Lein- 
ster, and to that part of the county of Wexford cal- 
led the Duffrey, the inhabitants were generally 
sworn. On Sundays, a great concourse of people 
attended at the different places of worship, as well 
protestant churches, as catholic chapels ; and swore 
the several congregations to resist paying tythes un- 
der certain restrictions, with a modification of the 
fees of the catholic clergy, and an injunction to swear 
their neighbouring parishes. Thus about one eighth 
of the county was sworn, and, in all probability, the 
delusion might have generally spread, but for the 
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timely exertions of several of the country gentle- 
men, who used all their influence to prevent their 
tenants and neighbours from joining in such unlaw- 
ful pursuits. Different magistrates also attended, 
with parties of the military, at several places of wor- 
ship, and so put a stop to the general diffusion of this 
symptom of riot, 

On Sunday, the 7th of July, however, a man was 
taken in a chapel-yard near Enhiscorthy, in the act of 
administering those unlawful oaths,, and sent into the 
town a prisoner. The report of this fact being quick- 
ly circulated through the country, excited those that 
had been already sworn, to rise in a body, on the 
Monday immediately following, for this man's libe- 
ration. Intelligence of the approach of these peo- 
ple having been received at Enniscorthy, a party of 
the 56th regiment, under the direction of Mr. Vero, 
a magistrate, came up with the rioters at the hill of 
Scobie. Here Mr. Vero received an anonymous 
letter, as a message from the populace, requesting 
he would liberate the prisoner, who was represented 
to be a silly insignificant fellow. Mr. Vero, from 
motives of humanity, it is to be presumed, although 
he had a military force to act with him, thought it 
most prudent not to resist the demand : — the prison- 
er was set at liberty ; and this so pleased the peo- 
ple, that the air was rent with their shouts of joy ; 
and after a general volley of what fire-arms they had 
that would go off, they dispersed to their several 
homes, without committing further outrage; and the 
military mdrched back to Enniscorthy. 

On the same day, Mr. Maxwell, (now colonel 
Barry) at the head of a troop of horse, in the capa- 
city of a magistrate, set out from Newtown Barry, 
scoured the country all along as he passed ; found 
sixteen men drinking in an ale-house on his way, 
took them all, and conducted them to Enniscorthy. 
The sight of so many prisoners, being a very extra- 
ordinary event in the county of Wexford, alarmed 
the peaceable inhabitants pf the town. Mr. Rich- 
E 
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ards, the high sheriff, repaired immediately to En- 
niscorthy, from whence, with all possible speed, he 
dispatched messengers to convey this alarming in- 
telligence to all the gentlemen of the neighbourhood ; 
requesting their assistance at a meeting, appointed to 
be held the next day at Enniscorthy. 

On the first day of meeting, an enquiry into the 
case of the sixteen prisoners took place ; and various 
were the opinions offered on the occasion. I was 
sorry to observe in the onset, that an inclination pre- 
vailed to attribute the riots to a spirit of religious 
bigotry ; but the futility of the prejudiced arguments 
was so manifestly contrary to the facts, that this ground 
was soon abandoned. The result of the enquiry- 
proved, that the rioters had assembled, the day be- 
fore, in great numbers, on Scobie-hill, in a hostile 
manner, determined to liberate the prisoner by force, 
if attempted to be detained. The magistrate, who 
attended on the occasion, was deemed to have acted 
as he did, from an idea of mistaken lenity, although 
his indulgent conduct had sd pleased the people, that 
they dispersed without having committed any act that 
the laws of the country could punish ; for at that 
time it was necessary to read the riot act, to con- 
stitute any assemblage an illegal meeting. This 
measure was not resorted to in the present instance, 
and if it had, the consequent dispersion of the multi- 
tude, must have disarmed the law. 

It was, however, thought necessary tb impress on 
the minds of the people, that the magistracy would, 
at all times, resist the demands of a riotous and arm- 
ed force, with determined firmness ; and as among 
the sixteen prisoners, there were two taken with 
lire-arms, it was judged expedient to commit these 
to Wexford gaol, and liberate the other fourteen, on 
giving bail for good behaviour. Accordingly, these 
two men, (whom the law could not punish any more 
than those who were liberated,) were conducted un- 
der a military guard from Enniscorthy, through a 
part of the country that escaped being sworn, to the 
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cast of the Slaney, and lodged in the gaol of Wex- 
ford. 

Ou the morning of the 11th, great numbers of 
people assembled from Newtown Barry to the Duff- 
rey, and to Tottenham-green, searching the differ- 
ent houses in their way, on the western side of the 
river Slaney, making towards Wexford ; and forcing 
every man they met, to come along with them. 
This concourse of people, being observed by many of 
the country folk, such as could procure boats to con- 
vey them to the eastern side of the river, fled on their 
approach, and thus escaped, being compelled to con- 
stitute a part of the multitude ; but still their num- 
bers were considerably accumulated in the course of 
their progress. 

On this morning also, an anonymous letter was 
received in Wexford, by a respectable inhabitant of 
the town, requesting he might apply to the magis- 
trates to liberate the two prisoners, threatening, in 
case of refusal, that a body of some thousands would 
come to take them by force. Little notice was taken 
of this threat, nor did the inhabitants apprehend any 
alarm, until about three o'clock, a gentleman, who 
had been forced along by the multitude, was seen 
galloping into the town, declaring, that he had been 
sent to inform the magistrates, that an immense con- 
course of people, then not more than a quarter of a 
mile distant, and of apparent determination, were 
coming to enforce the enlargement of the prisoners. 
Lieutenant Buckby, of the 56th, who had been in 
Wexford that day alone, on regimental business, was, 
on his return to join his command at Taghmon, seiz- 
ed upon, and forced to come back with the rioters to 
Wexford. In a few minutes, about fifty soldiers of 
the 56th regiment, with three magistrates, headed 
by the brave Major Vallotton, marched out to meet 
the rioters, . who were all drawn up at the upper end 
of John-strest, on the road leading to Taghmon, in 
readiness to receive them. The Major, humanely 
intending to expostulate, advanced a few paces before 



[ 46 ] 

tlemen who had served in the army ; and all under 
the command of colonel (now general) Nichoils, 
He gave his orders every day on parade, and different 
patroles perambulated the town and its vicinity every 
night. Two pieces of cannon were planted on that 
part of the barrack-hill, which commands the whole 
street, and the entrance to the gaol ; and four others 
were ready to be brought to any quarter in .case of 
emergency. 

The association for preserving the peace of the 
county, assembled always at Enniscorthy, (that being 
the most central situation.) 

At the meetings of the association, I perceived, with 
regret, an insidious spirit, eager and active to attach 
the entire odium of the disturbances exclusively on the 
catholics, although the damning public spectacle, on 
• the exposure of the killed at Wexford, should, surely, 
ever have deterred barefaced calumny and prejudiced 
misrepresentation from future exhibition : yet, the 
malignant traducers of their countrymen to foreigners 
believed, or affected to believe, this vile reproach on 
mere assertion. 

These groundless insinuations were carried to such 
lengths, that, even in the house of lords, in the assem- 
blage of the peers of the realm, lord Farnham assert- 
ed, with confidence, that the riots in the county of 
Wexford had became seriously alarming; that the 
people held nightly meetings, and from parish to 
parish, had sworn not to pay rents, tythes or taxes, 
and that the lower orders of catholics had risen in con- 
sequence of a disappointed expectation of receiving ten 
pounds a year, as the consequent advantage of their 
emancipation, which they had been promised by their 
delegates. This, lord Farnham alleged in the most 
solemn manner, on the authority of letters received by 
himself, from a quarter the most respectable, he said, 
in the county of Wexford. 

Thk catholics of the county met at Wexford, on 
the 30th of July, for the purpose of publicly avowing 
their sentiments and principles. To this effect they 
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adopted resolutions which were given to the world in 
all the public papers of the day. 

In the year 1795^ when lord Fitz William's recal 
from the government of Ireland was made known, the 
freeholders and other inhabitants of the county of 
\Vexford were summoned to meet on purpose to 
deliberate on this unexpected event. In the absence 
of the sheriff, the summons was signed by Cornelius 
Grogan, Isaac Cornock, Thomas Grogan Knox, Harvey 
Hay, and John Grogan, magistrates of the county. 
The meeting, which was held in the county court-house 
of Wexford, on the 23d of March, was very numerously 
attended.* Unanimous resolutions were entered into; 
a petition to the king was voted ; and Cornelius Gro- 
gan, Edward Hay, and Beauchamp'Bagnel Harvey* 
Esqrs. were appointed -delegates to present it to his 
majesty* An address to lord Fitz William was also 
voted, and Sir Thomas Esmonde, and Sir Frederick 
Flood, Baronets, and William Harvey, Esq. were ap- 
pointed, and they set off instantly for Dublin, to pre- 
sent it to the lord lieutenant, who was at the time 
hourly expected to leave the country. The regret 
felt on the recal of this nobleman, even whose good 
intentions produced such cordiality and harmony V- 
mongst allranks and descriptions of people, is scarcely 
credible. From that period may be dated the origin 
of that dreadful state of calamity and misfortune in 
which Ireland has been since involved, for it is now 
evident to all, that had the measures intended to be 
carried into effect by him been .adopted, the nation 
would have continued its happy career of uncommon 
progressive prosperity. It was proposed to his lord- 
ship, by the Btitish cabinet to carry the union, at a 
time that lie had got the money bills passed, and was 
pledged to the country to have the popular measures 
alluded to, brought forward in parliament. 

It was even suggested, that these measures might 
go hand in hand with the other; but he preferred 
being recalled to giving his support to a business that 
so strongly met his disapprobation; nor, indeed, is it 
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*t all probable, that the Irish legislature and peopfe 
would have consented, at that day, to yield up the dig* 
nity of independance for any consideration the ministry 
could pretend to offer. 

The removal of lord Fitz Willam must ever be con- 
sidered as one of the greatest misfortunes, that, in the 
revolution of ages, has befallen this devoted nation. 
It originated a train of calamitous circumstances, 
which the disclosing information of every day renders 
more and more lamentable to the friends of Ireland. 
The great majority of the people was insulted, public 
faith was violated; the cup of redress was dashed 
from the lips of expectation, and it cannot be wonder- 
ed at that the anger of disappointment should have 
ensued- 

The principle of volunteering, while it was pro- 
ductive of social and liberal intercourse, appears to 
have diffused a spirit ^of conviviality throughout the 
country ; and so far were the pleasures of the table 
indulged, that the fortunes of many were thereby im- 
paired, and their distresses obliged them to resign their 
independence. Representatives and their most zealous 
friends and adherents fell into a dereliction and aban- 
donment of public concerns, at the same time that 
they neglected their private interests ; and hence the 
county may date the loss of its independent character* 
Of this a most striking instance can be adduced* 
At an election, some years back, one of the candi- 
dates, who was esteemed by his party a staunch pa- 
triot, came forward and declared to the people, on 
the hustings, that " no human consideration should 
** ever induce him to accept of a place or a pension, 
" if he became their representative." This declara- 
tion, however, as will appear by the sequel, he seems 
to. have thought no more about than if he had swallow- 
ea\ a poached egg ; (a memorable expression of his 
own on a> late occasion.) He was chosen a knight of 
the shire, and at a subsequent meeting, he was actu- 
ally absolved from this solemn and voluntary en- 
gagement ; nay, truly it was requested, he would ao~ 



[ « 3 

c efit of some, employment ; and he shortly after meek- 
ly condescended to gratify their wishes, by accepting 
of a pension and place, which he still comfortably re- 
tains, and is likely to retain as long as he lives. It 
must be here observed, by the bye, that the object 
of such a plenary indulgence must be greatly en- 
deared to such attached and accommodating consti- 
tuents ; the pleasing effect; of convivial talents among 
constant companions who thus constitute their favour- 
ite the king of his company ; a situation so facinat- 
ing to some dispositions, that they will risque all 
possible hazards for its maintenance. It will not 
be easily impressed on ingenious minds, that men * 
who would fain uphold in the highest degree the 
dignified character of independence, should so far 
forget themselves as to hold forth to the world, in a 
public papery such a memorial of total indifference to 
that character. Yet in the case before us the fact is 
incontrovertible. 

It has been too common a foible with some of 
our gentry ttf aim at equal splendour and expence 
with their superiors in fortune. Such men, before 
being aware of their situation, have incautiously ex- 
pended largely above their incomes. They count 
upon places and employments, of great emolument, 
for themselves and their children ; and thus they 
abandon all idea of the certain pursuits of jndustry, 
trade and honourable profession : and it is also pretty 
notorious, that the county of Wexford has been, for 
some time past, what is not unaptly termed lord* 
ridden. Slaves to their superiors, but tyrants to their 
inferiors'; these needy adventurers become the tools 
of prevailing power. Justices of the peace are se- 
lected from this class, and these, by this degree of 
elevation, (certainly to them the station is an exalted 
one) think themselves raised to a level of equality 
with the most respectable gentlemen in the country. 
But their ignorance is so preposterous^ and their be- 
haviour so assuming, that men of education, talents. 
and fortune, are induced to withhold themselves from 
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a situation they would otherwise grace, as it might 
oblige them to confer with fellows with whom they 
would not by any means hold communion or keep 
company. 

In the beginning of the year 1795, parties of con- 
tending rioters, denominated fiee/i o* day boys, and 
defenders, disturbed different parts of the province of 
Ulster, by acts of violence and outrage against each 
other. Some say their animosities originated from 
electioneering. To these succeeded, in the summer 
of the <ame year, a description of public disturbers, 
calling themselves orangemen, who now made their 
first appearance in the county of Armagh. Their 
object appears to have been, not to suffer a catholic 
to remain within the limits of their sphere of action. 
They posted up on the doors of the catholics, pe- 
remptory notices of departure ; specifying the precise 
time, a week at the farthest, pretty nearly in the follow- 
ing words :— a To hell or to Connaught with you, you 
(i bloody papists ; and if you are not by" (mentioning 
the day) " we will come and destroy yourselves and 
your properties: we all hate the papists here"— They 
generally were as good as their words. Even 
the gentlemen of landed interest in the county did 
not exhibit, by any public testimony, a disavowal of 
these horrid atrocities, until the period of setting the 
forsaken territory roused them from their slumbers. 
Then they discovered, to their amazement and dis- 
may, that, among the few bidders who appeared, not 
one was found to offer more for any lot, than about 
half what was paid for the same before by the 
catholic tenant. Then indeed, and not till then, did 
the banishment of the catholics appear alarming. It 
was seriously alarming to gentlemen, thus in a mo- 
ment to lose half their incomes, but until this fatal 
discoverey was made, the number of wretched poor, 
proscribed and violently driven from their homes, de- 
prived of their cabins and their all, was a circum- 
stance unworthy of these gentlemens* notice. 
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To counteract this calamity as much as possible) 
a numerous meeting of the magistrates of the county 
of Armagh was held at the special instance of the go- 
vernor, lord viscount Gosford, on the 28th day of De- 
cember, 1795. To this assemblage, on taking the 
chair as president, his lordship spoke a pointed address 
on the occasion ; which, together with the proceed- 
ings, was published in the Dublin Journal of the 5th of 
January, 1796. 

A circumstantial detail of these occurrences in the 
North would be inconsistent with my original inten- 
tion, of confining myself, for the present, to the trans- 
actions in the county of Wexford ; but I have been 
led into this, I hope, excusable digression, in order to 
account to the reader, in a great measure, for the 
dreadful impression made on the minds of the people, 
at a future period, by the rumours, that orange men 
were sworn for the destruction of the catholics ! Were 
these rumours to be grounded only on lord GosfoixVs 
statement, (too authentic to admit a possibility of de- 
nial ; ) and true only in the extent his lordship has 
allowed them, with what terrible apprehension must 
they fill the minds of a simple, oppressed and degraded 
people, such as the Irish peasantry are generally 
known to be for ages past ? 

Various, as has been observed, were the descrip- 
tions of the disturbers of the public peace in Ulster. 
Numbers Went about in the night, searching houses, 
and taking away all the arms they could find, without 
violating any other property. This becoming gene- 
rally known, the houses were usually opened upon 
the first summons. This easy mode of admittance 
was afterwards taken advantage of by common rob- 
bers ; who at first only assumed the character of dis- 
armers, to come at their prey with less trouble and 
more certainty. After a continued series of similar 
circumstances of violence and outrage, arising from 
a nations' greatest curse, the disunion of its people, 
but which our limits will not permit us to detail at 
present, general Lake issued his proclamation for 
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disarming the inhabitants of the North of Ireland, on 
the 1 3th of March, 1797; and on the 2 1st' of the 
same month, Mr. Grattan, after a sjieech delivered 
with his usual force of talent and brilliant ability, 
moved for an enquiry into the causes which produced 
this proclamation ; but his motion was unfortunately- 
rejected.— The persecutions in the county of Armagh 
were so flagrant, and the conduct of many of the 
magistrates so contraiy to tew, that applications were 
made to the court of king's bench, for attachments 
against several of them, but a bill of indemnity pre- 
vented a judicial investigation of their conduct. 

The Earl of Moira, with that dignified humanity, 
which has ever graced his noble character, brought 
the distresses of Ireland before the British house of 
lords, on the 22d of November 1797 ; when he gave 
a heart-rending description, in his native strain of 
elevation, of the savage cruelties practised by the 
military against the people ; and offered at the mo- 
ment, to produce at the bar incontrovertible proof of 
his assertions. He concluded his able statement, by 
moving an address to the sovereign, the principal 
purport of which was, " humbly hoping that his 
*< majesty might be graciously pleased to take into 
" his paternal consideration, the disturbed state of 
" Ireland ; and to adopt such' lenient measures, as 
" might appear to his royal wisdom and benignity, 
" best calculated to restore tranquility and excite af- 
« fection." But sad to tell, his lordship was not move 
fortunate in the British house of lords, than was Mr. 
Grattan the preceding March in the Irish house of 
commons. Both motions had the same unlucky fate 
of rejection. Oft the following day, (the 23d of No- 
vember,) Mr. Fox made a similar benevolent and 
patriotic effort, (and who is unacquainted with his 
j>owers ?) in the British house of commons, but with 
the like success. He concluded a lucid and anima- 
ted speech'with the following pointed and emphatic 
quotation from Cicero, which I cannot resist insert- 
ing.: " Carum esse civibus^ bene de r/fiublka 77icrcri } 
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vfaudariy co/t, xlUigi, gloriosum est : mftid veto et in 
« odio es8e y in-oidiosum, dete stabile, imbeciliutnj ca+ 
"ducum*" "To be dear to one's countrymen, to 
" deserve well of the common weal, to be praised, 
" to be respected, to be beloved, is glorious : but to 
" be feared, and encompassed with hatred, is invidi- 
"xhis, is detestable, is tottering, is ruinous." 

The appointment of general sir Ralph Aber- 
cromby, on the 12th of December, 1797, to the chief 
command of the forces in Ireland, gave general sa- 
tisfaction, and afforded a ray of hope to drooping 
despondency. The subsequent display of his eminent 
virtues evinced the justice of. favourable expectation. 
Having been quartered in Ireland, through most of 
his gradations of well-merited promotion, he possess- 
ed a perfect local knowledge of the country ; and he 
now resolved in person to visit every district, and thus 
he made a tour of observation through the whole 
island. After a strict review of every object worthy 
of his attention, he published on his return to Dub- 
lin general orders to the several military command- 
ers, wherein after having reprobated the irregulari- 
ties of the soldiery, he directed the necessary re- 
straint for their disorderly conduct. These orders 
were issued from the- adjutant- general's office, in 
Dublin, on the 26th of February, 1797, 

During the American war, at one time, nearly 
all the troops on the Irish establishment were drawn 
off to support that unfortunate contest* The combi- 
ned fleets of France and Sfiain were riding triumph* 
oni in the channel, and our shores were every mo-' 
ment threatened with a formidable invasion. In this 
perilous situation Ireland was advised by the British 
ministry to defend herself as well as she could, as 
she was now left no other resource. The latent- spi- 
rit of the nation wa3 roused at the approach of dan- 
ger. Upwards of one hundred thousand heroes in- 
stantly appeared, self-clothed, self-armed, perfectly 
equipped and appointed, ready to oppose, with daunt- 
less courage, the menacing foe that would rashly 
F 
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venture to insult, their coast f These. irqre*£^e* $¥#? 
memorable and ever glorious volunteers of Ireland* 
Our enemies were all at once, . completely scared* 
they shrunk into their ports ; and our « shoresj 
then too commanding for an attempt tp. land, were 
left unmolested. Our people were united in, harmo- 
nious resolution ; every breast glowed, with patriotic 
ardour ; and the salvation of Ireland, otherwise left 
to inevitable destruction, was the consequence. The 
hour of security and social intercourse produced re^ 
flexion. The saviours of their country quickly dis- 
covered that they, existed in a state of thraldom to 
the British parliament. They demanded a redress 
of grievances ; it could not be refused ; and the na* 
tionai legislature was consequently declared indepen- 
dent. This great event took place in 1782, and a* 
rapid encrease of national prosperity succeeded ; . our 
commerce being less shackled, became more exten- 
sive, and the capital of, the island improved in splejH 
dour and magnificence. But it was with the utmost 
reluctance and under circumstances of imperious 
necessity that these concessions seemed tobse made by 
the British cabinet, while, the most malignant envy 
rankled in the bosoms of the enemies of Ireland. 
But there was no alternative.^ A diffusion of liberal 
sentiment andean unity of interests .had combined 
men of all ranks and persuasions in the common 
cause. The unhallowed monster of religious bigofe- 
ry could no longer be introduced to foment prejudice 
and sow baleful division; all was concord and unani- 
mity. T.he same year, among other means of dis- 
turbing the harmony of the people, the right reve- 
reud doctor Woodward, late bishop of Cloy ne, taking 
advantage of some disturbances, excited by the ex- 
actions of tythe-farmers in Munster, fulminated. a 
pamphlet pronouncing the churoh and state in daa- 
ger. v The trump of discord thus deliberately blown, 
was resounded by an intemperate writer, under the 
assumed name of " Theophilus." These, and such 
like productions, dictated by the- spirit of discord, 
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Wfre &tk&&br several ablef pens of the day,' but paY- 
tietflatty Convicted by the irresistible force of the be-. 
HCfoietit ^Leary's dignified ridicule. This divine, 
prtfe&mg the true spirit of the gospel, excited by 
the' purestanotives of patriotism and christian charity 
steps forward, and by his exhortations and example, 
contributed *nore effectually to quiet the minds of the 
people, arid appease the tempest, by bringing then\ 
back to a sense of their religion, and without the loss 
of a life, effected more than an host prompted by 
prejudiced coercion, or a formidable army. The 
happy effects of the exertions of this extraordinary 
man, whose talents were so eminently useful at this 
critical period, attracted the notice of majesty, an4 
with becoming gratitude, unsolicited on his part, receiv- 
ed a small annuity as a token of royal favour ; his 
talents were considered too conspicuous to lie dor- 
mant, and very advantageous offers were made to 
him to write for a periodical publication that militated 
against his principles. Tet all these exertions did 
* not allay the public ferment, and the hateful and me- 
lancholy effects of religious dissension were but too 
general ; and, hence may be deduced the most la- 
mentable misfortunes to Ireland, the revival of rcU- 
gimis enrmty. 

The 8 trampled populace were goadtfd to resistance y 
their smothered resentments burst into a flame that 
was 'not very easily extinguished ; the nation was 
distracted, and the long premeditated measure of in- 
corporating union succeeded, after a spirited but in- 
effectual resistance ; and thus ended the political 
drama of Ireland. But to return. 

Str Ralph Abercromby, afterthe publication of 
Jms general orders, and the knowledge he had acqui- 
red in his general view of the country, endeavoured 
in vain to impress the minds of those in power with 
InVown Well-founded opinion, that coercive measures, 
in the extent determined on, were by no means ne- 
cessary' in Ireland. Unwilling, therefore, to tarnish 
kfe m&taty fettle, or risque the loss of humane awl 
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manly character by leading troops to stienet of »eoW* 
blood slaughter and civil desolation ; sooner than 
sanction by his presence • proceedings > so abhorrent 
from his nature, he resigned the chief command of 
the army in Ireland, on the 29th of April, 1798. 

A strong confirmation, if further proof were at all 
necessary, of the great discrimination of general 
Abercromby's comprehensive mind, is his marked 
selection of a dignified character with whom to 
share his confidence, as second in command when 
going on the expedition to Egypt. His choice could 
not have fallen more judiciously than on lord Hutchin- 
son, whose brilliant achievements and splendid tri- 
umphs have since so largely added to Irish fame, and 
adorned himself with merited honours. This noble- 
man appears to have rivaled his great friend as well 
in humanity as glory. Their opinions respecting Ire- 
land, strictly coincided. Witness his lordship's well- 
known sentiment of " I abominate the torture," 
delivered in the winter of 1798, in the Irish parlia- 
ment in the debate on the bill of indemnity, for screen- 
ing the violent proceedings of the sheriff of the coun- 
ty of Tipperary ; and it is happy such sentiment did 
not deprive him of command. 

Immediately on the departure of general Aber- 
cromby, the military were sent out at free quarters, in 
the county of Kildare, and parts of the counties of 
Carlow and Wicklow. What hardships, what calamity) 
what misery must not the wretched people suffer, on 
whom were let loose such a body as the soldiery then 
in Ireland are described to be in the^ general orders 
before alluded to of the 26th of .April, 1798 ? — They 
became masters of every house in the country, the 
real owners were ohliged to procure them every neces- 
sary they thought proper to demand ; and, as their 
will was then^he only law, and a very imperious and 
tyrannical law it was, the people dare not, except 
at the risque of their lives, complain of any outrage 
op brutality of which their savage disposition prompt- 
ed them to be guilty. The inevitable consequence 



was, » that* sgcb horrid acts were perpetrated, such 
skbckk»$< scenes were cxibited as must rouse the in- 
Agnation and provoke the abhorrence of all not dead 
.*o>humftoo fee)tng>or not barbarised by unnatural 
hatred of their fellow-creatures I 
- 'Previous to ths spring assizes of 1798, several pri- 
soners were traasmitted from Wexford to abide their 
trials -at Wicklow, on the prosecution of an informer, 
♦whose real name was Morgan, and who had been 
transported some years before for robbery, but had 
Tetatned to the country under the assumed name of 
Cooper. This miscreant was encouraged by some 
magistrates of the county of Wicklow, to swear in- 
formations against united Irishmen ; and this he did 
most copiously. On producing him, however, at 
Wicklowy-his character appealed so infamous, that 
the. gentleman of the bar were unreserved in declar- 
ing thaC -the -baseness of such a nefarious villain re- 
flactted.nota little* on those magistrates that encourag- 
ed hrm. fo come forward. All the prisoners were 
consequently aeqtoitted, and it was therefore not deem- 
ed expedient to- bring him on to prosecute at Wex- 
ford* where there were also some prisoners confined 
on his information. 

At this assizes also one man of the name of Col- 
lins* otherwise M*QwUen, was brought to trial for 
spreading: falsa news, and alarming the country ; it was 
•tileariy proved, that this man circulated a report of the 
amraVof -the French off Bantry, and that the yeomen 
or orangemen (indifferently supposed by the people 
to be the same) were to march to resist the invasion ; 
and that 1t was designed by them previously to com- 
mit a massacre upon the catholics of the country. 
Such implicit belief did the report gain, that" every 
person from Bray to Arklow, between four and Jive 
and- twenty miles extent abandoned their habitations, 
-and slept m the open fields, and some women were even 
delivered in that exposed condition. It is worthy of 
remarky that- these people -muskhave from some previ- 
ous cause been led to form so bad an opinion of. their 
F2 
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neighbours, when they gave ,cre<& ,.%i$haW'*8neir 
facility to these reports. „ \.,--u. \ \t ;»< 

I should not .dwell upon ; these apparently 'trivial 
circumstances, but that the public .cap judgifeof the* 
truth only' by a faithful relation of .facts *, and. these 
facts also tend to prove that the system of tfeeAmhed 
Irishmen had not diffused itself through the county 
of Wexford to the extent so confidently, aftirnatd by • 
an author, whose veracity in almost every. other, in- 
stance appears equally questionable. TheU?uth m+ 
that no authentic proof existed at the time to support 
these arrogant assertions; and subsequent information 
confirms how little the county of Wexford, was con- 
cerned in that conspiracy, as po return appears of its 
being organised, in the discoveries of the secret com- 
mittees of the houses of lords and commons. It would 
be as contrary to truth, however, to say there were no 
united Irishmen in the county of Wexford-; but by 
every statement worthy of credit, that has ever ap- 
peared, their numbers were comparatively fewer in 
this than in any other county in Ireland ; and such 
as were of that description here seem to have been 
privately sworn in the detached unconnected manner 
of the first progress of that business, before it assum- 
ed the form of regular organisation. According to 
tljis system now so universally known, the United 
Irishmen of the county of Wexford, considering the 
means whereby those that were urged into the con.- 
spiracy, do not appear to come strictly undqr that 
denomination ; for their first inducement to combine 
was to render their party strong enough to resist .the 
orangemen, whom they actually believed to be asso- 
ciated and sworn for the extermination of the catho- 
lics ; and " to wade ankle dcefi in their £/oorf/"— -What 
dreadful notions of terror and alarm roust not fill the 
minds of people believing themselves thus devoted to 
inevitable destruction ? so strongly, indeed, was it 
endeavoured to impress the horrid belief, that it was 
frequently reported through the country^ that th* 
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orangemen were to rise in Che night-time .to.murder 
all the catholics* 

i On; the 30th of March, 1798, all Ireland was put 
undetoraavtial law, and officially declared to be in a 
state ok, rebellion, by a proclamation from the lord 
lieutenant and privy council of the realm. In this. 
proclamation the military Were directed to use. the 
mask samroary teethed of repressing disturbances,. . 
. The, orange system made no public appearance fii 
the cbuaty ol Wexford, until the beginning, of April, 
on the arrival there of the North Cork militia, com- 
manded by lord Kingsborough. In this regiment, 
there were a great number of orangemen, who were 
zealous in making proselytes, and displaying their 
devices ; having medals and orange ribbons triumph* . 
antiy pendant from their bosoms. 

It is said, that the North Cork regiment were, also 
the inventors— 4wt they certainly were the introdu- . 
cecs of pitch-cap torture into the county of Wexford. 
Any person having their hair cut short, (and there- 
fore called a croppy, by which appellation the soldiery 
designated an united Irishman,) on being pointed 
out by some loyal neighbour, was immediately seized 
and brought into a guard-house,, where caps either 
of coarse linen or strong brown paper, besmeared in- 
side. with pitch, were always kept ready for service • 
The unfortunate victim had one of these well heated* 
compressed on his head, and when judged of a pro* 
per degree of coolness, so that it could not be easily 
pulled off, the sufferer was turned out amidst the 
horrid acclamations of the merciless torturers. The 
terror and dismay that these outrages occasioned are 
inconceivable* A Serjeant of the North Cork, nick- 
named Tern the Devil, was most ingenious in devising 
new modes of. torture. Moistened gunpowder was 
frequently rubbed into the hair cut close and then set 
on ire ^ some, while shearing for this purpose, had 
the tips, of their ears snipt off; sometimes an entire 
ea% and often . both ears were completely cut off ; 
and many lost part of their noses during the like 
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preparations. Some of the ittfeef able* ' f&Wma*Qh 
these shocking occasions, or Some of their 1 ftffirttenfc 
or frieUds adtuated by a principle of retaliation',' if <riot 
of revenge, cut short the hair df seVefcfl' persbhfe 
whom they either considered- as ^nehties J t>r'%usrpe^ft?fl 
of having pointed them out as objects for sudh : despe- 
rate treatment. Females we're also' exposed to the 
grossest insults front these military ruffiHftsv * Matty 
women had their petticoats, handkerchiefs, } caps/ rib- 
bons, and all parts of their dress tha* e&ftibitel**a 
shade of green (considered tfte-fiatioftal' colour of Ice- 
land) torn off, anil their ears assailed by the rhost 
/vile and indecent ribaldry. This was a. eirctarhst fcrtce 
so unforeseen, and of cotfrse so little provided against, 
that many women of enthusiastic loyalty suffered 
outrage in this manner. Some of these ladies, would 
not on any account have worn any thing Which they 
could even imagine paftodk iri any degree ofcroftfiy- 
ism. Ttiey were, however* Unwarily involved until « 
\mdeceived by these- geritle hints frohi these fcirid 
guardians of allegiance. .,:... 

, Great as the apprehensions from orangemen had 
been before among the people, they were How mul- 
tiplied tenfold, * and aggravated terrbr led' thetrrin 
numbers to be sworn united Irishmen^ in -order to 
counteract the supposed plan of their rumdtrred ex- 
terminators. The fears of the people became so 
great at length, that they forsook their house* in the 
night and slept, (if under such circumstances' they 
could sleep) in the ditches. 

The minds of the people being thus greatly irri- 
tated, (particularly by the impunity of the *acts ! -of 
outrage already related) and their alarms having 
made them abandon their houses at night* they col- 
lected, in great numbers in their lurking jSlace&e— 
Measures of self-defence were naturally suggested in 
consequence of their apprehensions, and they were 
readily ted to adopt tlie means that were deemed best 
calculated to 'ensure security. The uhiteti Irishmen, 
eagerly advanced the arguments mo*t likely, to induce 
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the body oX the people to embrace their system, an* 
they raet with powerful support and co-operation from 
those of the opposite faction ; whose violent conduct 
and zealous persecutions proved more efficacious in 
urging on the people, than any allurements whatso- 
ever* 

Oh the 25th day of April, 1798, an assembly of 
twenty-seven magistrates was held at Gorey, where 
it was resolved, that the whole county of Wexford 
should be forthwith proclaimed ; and this according- 
ly took place' on the 27th— From this period for- 
ward many magistrates of the county made them- 
selves conspicuous in practising the summary mode 
of quieting the country, by the infliction of all kinds 
of torture* They seem, indeed, to have emulated or 
rather rivaled the conduct of the magistrates of other 
counties, who had made trial of the salutary effects 
of persecution somewhat sooner. In the several 
neighbourhoods of Ross, Enniscorthy and Gorey, the 
people suffered most, as in each of' these towns a ma- 
gistrate started up eager for the glorious distinction 
of outstripping all others, each by his own superior 
deeds, of death, deflagration and torture \ * Yet, if 

* The system of whipping, is the most brutal which 
ever disgraced any government — Martial /cw, which 
was proclaimed in March, 1758, subjected every sus- 
pected person to be made a public spectacle, and to be 
disgraced by the most ignominious punishment that could 
be inflicted* It is no wonder, a continuance of thin in- 
human, insulting practice ', drove multitudes into rebel- 
lion, — It was not the want of will, but of concert and 
of those resources which an oppressed people can seldom 
command, which prevented the overthrow of the British 
government at that period. The wisest and best men 
attached to the government abhorred those cruelties— A 
Moore-~-an Ahercrombij—a Cornwallis— likewise an 

Earl of Clare. — Lord , and other abandoned 

men, were eager for whipping — burning houses and ge- 
neral desolation, " £epxjqr. 
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burning house*, whipping ami h^lfrfeangi^gwmtersy 

hanging some all out, and shooting othew, with ^at- 
tendant atrocities, constitute the characteristic of 
loyal and good magistrates, they must be allowed 
-strong claim to eminence. Many unfortunate men 
who were taken in their own houses, were strung up 
. as it were to be hanged, but were let down now and 
then to try if strangulation would oblige them to be- 
come informers. After these and the like experi- 
ments, several persons languished for some time, 
•and at length perished in consequence of them. 
Smiths and carpenters, whose assistance was consi- 
dered indispensable in the fabrication of pikes, were 
pointed out, on evidence of their trades, as the first 
and fittest objects of torture* But the sagacity of 
some magistrates became at length so acute, from 
habit and exercise, that they discerned an united 
Irishman even at the first glance ; and their zeal ne- 
ver suffered any person, whom they deigned to ho- 
nour with such distinction, to pass off without con* 
vincing proof of their attention. 

The two following instances are selected from 
« An account of the late Rebellion," by Mr. Alex- 
ander, a protestant inhabitant of Ross, who keeps 
an academy in that town : . 

" I now heard of many punishments of suspected 
persons, both by flogging and strangulation,, being 
put into execution in the barrack-yard, (in Ross) to 
* extort confession of guilt. There were two of 
these victims brought from the barrack to the court- 
house to undergo a repetition of former punishments. 
One of them of the name of Driscol was found in 
Camlin-wood, near Ross, where he said, he generally 
wandered as a hermit. Upon him were found two 
Roman catholic prayer-books, with which it was sup- 
posed he administered oaths of disloyalty. He had 
been strangled three times and flogged four times 
during confinement, but to ho purpose ! his fellow- 
sufferer was one Fitzpatrick of Dunganstown, near 
Sutton's parish. This man had been a Newfoundland 
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s*8«*r btft*ttg- Utterly disqualified to follow that oc* 
cvpatitoll, by re&son of an inveterate scurvy in his legs. 
He therefore commenced abecedarian,- near Sutton's 
pariah* It happened that a magistrate who was a 
yeoman*- and others of his corps, passed by his noisy 
mansion, which was no other than a Httle thatched 
stable, that like a bee-hive, proclaimed the industry of 
its inhabitants* The magistrate entered, followed by 
the other yeomen. * Here is a man,' says the ma- 
gistrate, speaking of the master, as I shall call him, 
though his authority was now for some months to 
have an end ; and a severe vacation it was. < Here 
is a man* who I presume, can have no objection to 
take the oath of allegiance. — What do you say ? Mr. 
teacher !'— « O dat a leonrsaj (i. e. by this book) * I 
will take-it «tr, and thank: you for bringing it to me.' 
So saying* he took the book, which the magistrate 
held forth, and not only took the oath with the most 
cordial emphasis, but added another expressive of his 
loyalty at all times. Upon this, the magistrate re- 
garded his companions with a look of dry humour, 
and observed, that this must be a loyal man indeed: 
* Well then, my loyal friend, I suppose you will readily 
swear to all the pikes, and to the owners and posses- 
sors of them, of which you have any knowledge V 
The man swore he had no certain knowledge of the 
kind 1 ; and that he never saw a 'rebel's pike in his life, 
or a pike of any kind since the rebellion. ' 'Then,' 
says- the magistrate, 'you shall swear that you will, 
to the utmost of- your future knowledge, or informa- 
tion this* way,' give in the best manner you can, all 
such information to a lawful magistrate, or other offi- 
cer in bis majesty's service.' No sir/ answered Fitz- 
patricfcy * I will-not swear that : I will bring no man's 
blood on my head, and if I do inform, who will sup- 
port and protect me, when I have lost all my scholars, 
and my neighbours turn upon me ?'— Upon this he 
was immediately apprehended and escorted to Ross : 
he was not strangled, however but flogged with great 
severity j atffr-it was not with dry eyes that I saw 
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the^punishment inflicted on this humble pioneer «l ' 
literature. It is most certain that the severities in 
general, served to accelerate the rehetlion* 

Many innocent men were thus taken up* white 
peaceably engaged in their own private concerns^ 
walking along the road, or passing through tile market 
in the several towns, without any previous accusation, 
but in consequence of military whim, or the caprice 
of magisterial loyalty ; and those who had been at 
market, and were passed by unnoticed, had the news 
of a public exhibition to bring home, for the unfortu- 
nate victims thus seized upon, were instantly subject* 
ed, at least, to the torture of public whipping. Peo- 
ple of timid dispositions, therefore, avoided going to 
market, fearing that they might be forced to display 
the like spectacle.- Provisions of course became dear, 
for want of the usual supply in the market towns ; 
and the military, to redress this evil, went out into 
the country and brought in what they wanted, at what 
price they pleased ; the owners thinking themselves 
well treated, if they got but half the value of their 
goods ; and* in case of a second visit, happy if they 
escaped unhurt, which however was not always the 
case ; and thus were the minds of the people brought 
to admit such powerful impressions of terror, that 
death itself was sometimes the consequence* The 
following is a strong instance of this melancholy fact, 
related by the Rev, Mr. Gordon :— 

" Whether an insurrection in the then existing 
state of the kingdom would have taken place in the 
county of Wexford, or, in case of its eruption, 
how far less formidable and sanguinary it would have 
been, if no acts of severity, had been committed by 
the soldiery* the yeomen, or their supplementary 
associates, without the direct authority of their supe- 
riors, or command of the magistrate, is a question, 
which I am not able positively to answer. In the 
neighbourhood of Gorey, if I am not mistaken, the 
terror of the whippings was in particular so great, 
that the people would have been extremely glad, to 
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renounce fcr ever all notions of opposition to govern- 
meat* if thoy could have been assured of permission 
to remain in a Mate of quietness. As an instance of 
this terror, I shall relate the following fact :— on the 
laoTmg of the 2 3d of May, a labouring man, named 
Dcnnta M'Daniel, came to my house with looks of 
the utmost consternation and dismay, and confessed 
to me^tfcat \k had taken the united Irishman's oath, 
and had paid for a pike, with which he had not yet 
bee» furnished, nineteen pence halfpenny, tcTone Kilty 
a smith, who had administered the oath to him and 
many others* While I sent my eldest son, who was 
a lieutenant of yeomanry, to arrest Kilty, I exhorted 
M 'Daniel to surrender himself to a. magistrate, and 
make his confession ; but this he positively refused, 
saying that he should, in that case, be lashed to 
make him produce a pike, which he had not, and 
to confess what he knew not. I then advised him, 
as the only alternative, to remain quietly at home, pro- 
mising that if he should be arrested on the informati- 
on of others, I would represent his case to the magi- 
strates. He took my advice, but the fear of arrest 
and lashing had so taken possession of his thoughts 
that he could neither eat nor sleep; and on the morn- 
ing of the 25th, he fell on his face and expired in a 
little grove near my house." 

While the minds of the people were in this state 
of distraction and alarm, numbers condemned to 
transportation, by the magistrates of other counties, 
daily passed thro' the county of Wexford on their 
way to Duncannon-fort. Groupes of from twelve to 
fifteen carloads at a* time have gone through Ross 
alone. These terrifying examples added if possible 
to the apprehensions already entertained, and the 
precedent was soon after put in practice in the county 
of Wexford itself. 

Great as the atrocities already related may appear, 
(and surely they are very deplorable) enormities still 
more shockingHo humanity remained to be perpetrat- 
ed* However grating to generous and benevolent 
G 
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feelings the sad detail must prove, imperious fcirutfe im- 
poses the irksome necessity of proceeding to facta* 

Mr* Hunter Gowan had for many years distinguish- 
ed himself by his activity in apprehending robbers, for 
which he was rewarded with a pension of 1001. per ami. 
and it were much to be wished that every one who 
has obtained a pension had as well deserved it* Now 
exalted to the rank of magistrate, and promoted to be 
Captain of a corps of yeomen, he was zealous in ex- 
ertions to inspire the people about Gorey with duti- 
ful submission to the magistracy, and a respectful awe 
of the yeomanry. On a public day in the week pre- 
ceding the insurrection, the town of Gorey beheld 
the triumphal entry of Mr. Gowan at the head of his 
corps, with his sword drawn, and a human finger 
stuck on the point of it. 

With, this trophy he marched into the town, para- 
ding up and down the streets several times, so that 
there was not a person in Gorey who did not witness 
this exhibition ; while in the meantime the triumph- 
ant corps displayed all the devices of orangmen. Af- 
ter the labour and fatigue of the day, Mr. Gowan and 
his men retired to a public house to refresh them- 
selves, and, like true blades of game> their punch was 
stirred about with the finger that had graced their 
ovation, in imitation of keen fox hunters who wfmk 
3 bowl of punch with the brush of a fox before their 
boozing commences. This captain and magistrate 
afterwards went to the house of Mr. Jones, where his 
daughters were, and, while taking a snack that was 
set before him, he bragged of having blooded his corps 
that day, and that they were as staunch blood-hounds 
as any in the world. The daughters begged of their 
father to shew them the croppy finger, which he de- 
liberately took from his pocket and handed to them. 
Misses dandled it about with senseless exultation, at 
which a young lady in the room was so shocked that 
she turned about to a window, holding her hand to' 
« her face to avoid the horrid sight. Mr. Gowan per- 
ceiving this, took the finger from his daughters,- and 
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««*%- dropped it into the disg&sted J tody's bosom. 
She instantly fainted, and thus the scene ended! !! 
Mr. Gowan constantly boasted of this, and other simi- 
lar kerote actions, which he repeated in the presence 
of brigade major Fitzgerald, on whom he had waited 
officially, but' so far from meeting with his wonted 
applause, ttie major obliged him instantly to leave the 
company* 

Ehniscortht and its neighbourhood were simi- 
larly protected by the activity of Archibald Hamilton 
Jacob, aided by the yeoman cavalry thoroughly equip- 
ped for this kind of service. They scoured the coun- 
try, having in their train a regular executioner, com- 
pletely appointed with his implements, a hanging rope 
and a cat-o'-nine-tails. Many detections and conse- 
quent prosecutions of united Irishmen soon followed* 
A law had been recently enacted, that magistrates, up- 
on their own authority, could sentence to transport- 
ation persons, accused and convicted before them. 
Great numbers were accordingly taken up, prosecuted 
and condemned. Some however, appealed to an ad- 
journment of a quarter-session held in Wexford, on 
the 23d of May, in the county court-house ; at which 
three and twenty magistrates from different parts of 
the county attended. Here all the private sentences 
were confirmed, except that of one man who was 
brought in on horseback that morning, carrying a pike 
with a handle of enormous length, through Wexford 
town, on hi3 way to the gaol. This ixhibition procu- 
red him the reversion of his sentence, at the instance 
of the very magistrates who had condemned him. — In 
the course of the trials on these appeals, in the pub- 
lic court-house of Wexford, Mr. A. H. Jacob appear- 
ed as evidence against the prisoners, and publicly 
avowed the happy discoveries he had made in conse- 
quence of inflicting the torture: many instances, of 
whipping and strangulation he particularly detailed 
whh a degree of selfe-approbation and complacency, 
that clearly demonstrated how highly he was pleased 
to rate the merits of his own great and loyal services I 
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Ik Enniscorthy, Ross and ^Goi«y,, several f person* 
were not only put to the torture in the usual maimer, 
but a greater number of houses were butnt, -and .mea- 
sures of the strongest coercion were practised, al- 
though the people continued ta flock in to die xlLffie«wnt 
magistrates for protections* Mr. Ferry of lochia 
protestant gentleman was seizd on and brought. a 
prisoner to Gorey, guarded by the North Cork, mili- 
tia; one of 'whom, the noted Serjeant, nicknamed 
Totti the devil, gave him woeful experience of his in- 
genuity and adroitness at devising torment. As a 
specimen of his *cavoir /aire, he cut off the hair of 
his head very closely, but the sign of the cross from 
the front to the back, and transversely from ear ta 
ear, still closer ; and probably a pitched cap not being 
in readiness, gun powder was mixed through the hair, 
which was then set on fire, and the shocking process 
repeated, until every atom of hair that remained, 
could be easily pulled out by the roots ; and still a 
burning candle was continually applied, until the en- 
tire was completely singsd away, and the head, left 
totally and miserably blistered !— At Carnew things 
were carried to still greater lengths ; for,independant 
of burning, whipping, and torture in all shapes, on 
Friday the 25th of May, twenty-eight firisoners were 
brought out of the, place of confinment, and delibe- 
rately shot in a ball-alley by the yeomen, and a party 
"of the Antrim militia ; the infernal deed being* sancti- 
oned by the presence of their officers I— Many of the 
men thus inhumanly butchered, had been confined on 
mere suspicion! — 1 — ! 

Lord Courtown is said to have been for adopting 
lenient measures, and although it might be reasonably 
thought that his rank and character ought to have 
had due influence in the neighbourhood of Gorey, yet 
his benevolent intentions were overppwered by the 
disposition to severity, of most of the magistrates ; 
and consequently, the measures of the most violent 
were adopted. The following is the rev. .Mr. Gor- 
don's representation of his lordship's conduct :W< As 
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lteoM^J<rf^«nrt^ni.h^d^>erforttied much in provid- 
ing' a force. to obv*ate*.or> suppress rebellion, so his 
treatment; of theicomman people, by his affable man- 
ner^ feadtJaeea • afara? s such as was best adapted to 
• pmAireicanjcnt in the >iowei? classes, and prevent a 
pronenesa *» insurrection* I consider myself as 
bound- in strictness of justice* to society, thus far to re- 
present the, conduct of this ooblema**. Doubtless the 
peoptefia the* neighbourhood of Gorey were the last 
and least violent of ail in *he. county of Wexford, in 
rising against the eatahlUhed*othority ; and certain- 
ly the behaviour of the, Stopfbrd family in that neigh- 
bourhood has been/ always* remarkably- conciliating. 
and humane?" . - 

On the might of Thursday the 24th, the Enniscor- 
thy cavalry conducted by Mr. Archibald Hamilton 
Jacob, had come to BaDagbkeen ; but on hearing the 
approaching noise* the inhabitants ran out of their' 
bouse*, and fled into large brakes of furze, on a hill 
inamecUatly above, the vihage> if rom whence they could 
hear the cries, of one okfcheir neighbours, who was 
dragged out of his. house, tied up to a thorn-tree, 
and while one. yeoman continued dogging him, ano- 
ther was throwing water on his back. The groans 
of the unfortunate sufferer, from the stillness of the 
night reverberated widely through the appalled neigh- 
bourhood; and the spot of execution, these men re- 
presented to have appeared next morning, " as if a/tig 
had been killed there." After this transaction, Mr. 
Jacob went round to all the rest of the houses, and 
signified, that if he should find the owners out of them, 
on his next visit, he would burn them. These men, 
whose, countenances exhibited marks of real terror, 
particularly from apprehensions of flogging, which 
they seemed to dread more than death itself, offered 
to surrender themselves -prisoners to Mr. Turner, 
who did all ia his power to allay their fears, offering 
to give them all certificates, the* production of which, 
to Mr* Jacob, he was sure,* would afford them pro* 
tection \ hut they still persisted in prefering to re- 
G 3 



main as prisoners with, Mr- Tu£Bff^»j?s#fc^ tfa»-^ : 
place any confidence in Mr* Jacftbk ; 'n r>,-v. ; . •• ,» ..:■ 

Early ory this mormng^beittg.Whtowdafy.i ami** 
Mr. Turner on his entrance iato^ WexfofxU^ ,Ho! 
brought the first intelligence, «>£ tbe rising fl£rfb4*pftt%r 
pie, from whom, he said, J» xould not kavevbaeifcsOr >• 
fortunate as to escape^but for my me^er^ger^ wive'taad* 
called him up before day** otheiriv^, h* wwh^l^we) 
been al home wfrea his house was attacked by the* 
multitude for arms, as were jail the bouses through***** 
the whole neighbourhood at that. time* When-, h© 
had given notice of Uie fact; to the officer coiwmandiftfgi 
in the barracks, I accompanied him to tbe goal* at**. 
after having seen our friend, set out with him to- 
Castlebridge, where finding the infettrrectaow much 
more serious than was at first imagined* ail. kind of. 
parleying being deemed ineffectual, on consultation 
-with the officers . present, I, returned to> Wexford, ajt* 
they considered my sittiatieii would, be too periftoua* 
should I accompany thqra . in. italouwed. clothes- The 
Shiimalier cavalry, commanded byt/colonci ke-Htoittev 
had already assembled, before the arrivaL of one 
hundred and ten of the North. Cork militia* who took 
route by the lower. road,, along the sea+side, while tbe* 
yeomen had taken the upper road by CastlebrUlgev 

Having halted here for some time, they proceeded 
three mMes farther and came, in sight of the tnswr- . 
gents, collected in great numbers pn the hill of Oolard t 
distant about ten miles from Wexford*. Colonel Foote 
of the North Cork, seeing their position so stron-g and 
commanding, thought it advisabfej not to attack thenvj 
but major Lombard of the same regiment befog' of a* 
contrary opinion, orders were given; to: burn two- 
house a, situated in a: hollow, between the army and 
the insurgents, and Mr* Turner volunteered his ser^* 
vice for that purpose* This was doae with a view to 
stimulate the insuEgenJs ta revenge* and. tHus if pos- 
sible, to induce them to . abandon the advantage of 
their situation. This feint, howevercynot sueoetdtngy 
and colonel Foote still .persisting in his opjnion, major 
Lombard instantly addressed the soldiers in terms 
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sritofflifcg Gum>M4toicet6 attack the msiirgehis, who, 
he said, weteldf fly at'tfceir approa'ch. His words had 
thr«ffw«/«f ttiAkihg tfiem advance, : Tftey descend'- 
ed>itoHK«&3' small «m?fience whteh they occupredi 
atid'eWNJfe^ll^^srlfe^bet^eW, began to ascend the 
hHMtfi&tiltH^ while the SWrmalier cavalry took a! 
ciifeaftfiwar'Pdete, round the hill to the left, with the 
inomtibivi^'ij^^eflti^ a retread/ but rn fact they 
cat^/tifcmtert'fc> rally who atternjfcedf to ran off, on 
peferitiilg* He dpprbacli of a' serious engagement. 
Thi« alia ctfntrifewted 'to make 'the insurgents rush in. 
g rttrt e fr 'ntoribcr*) ami wfth accumulated force, oh the 
Nmil Cwk, who- were charging? ufi the hill; They 
had fifed boftwb voMes wheta they were totally dis- 
comftt^d. This Success- of the insurgents was much 
promoted by the address of a servant boy, who, as the 
imlfeary were ascending the hill, advised such of the 
inswgaits as wete then* about him, to lie down under 
covefrtef the'tirtches, and 1 wait the crbse approach of 
tbefliffitary. By tl^ J, man«utre these were sudden- 
ly Btfrjfc&cd' by -a 'force' not greatly outnumbering 
themselves, but the impetuosity of the attack occa- 
sion t^ir**^c*erthrowi while the fact was, at 
th* fostakV utterly Unknown to (fie great body of the, 
insurgent* w3ic* attended their commanders at the 
othe*>i«lde df the hill. Of the North Cork party, 
major Lombard) the hen. capt. Decourcy, lieutenant 
WyttamsvWare, Barry, *nd ensign Keogh, were left 
ontfcfe tfel&of battle. In shorty none escaped except 
colotftf Footey a Serjeant who mounted the major's 
hortey a dlnttnmer and two privates. It may not be 
unworthy of remark,- that here was a fool who' follow- 
ed ttfeN^Mfh- Cork, and who; when he saw the major 
fell v ran to the body and embraced it, then took the 
major's' sword and with it dispatched two men before 
lie fell hfcnself* The insurgents-had but five men kil- 
led, *nd t'wfc wounded.' The Shilmalier cavalry, and 
colonel Poote, mad£ a precipitate retreat to Wexford. 
A large party of vhe Wexford cavalry also, who had 
no share whatever in the action, were involved in this 
Wrett. Having lodged 5 Mr« Colcteugn in goal, they 
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set out on another excursion to-'Bft&tnQri'ftfr * imtimr 
course they shot some straggling; men, and bur&ed 
two houses on- finding two men killed near ttowm 
They were thus employed in .scomiag the ooutftry, 
when informed of the defeat atQulafd* a*d thifedoter- 
mined them without hesitationfto retreat wUh.att apefld 
homewards. »r«; . 

The great suspense felt by the inhabitants of Wex«- 
ford,- during the whole of this day, on account 0&90 
sudden an insurrection, now grew into sefious.alami, 
such as unexpected news 'like thi*must inspire. The 
lamentations of the unfortunate widows and orphans 
of the soldiers who had fallen in the- ©ncounfreft in- 
creased the general consternation. These}: clapping 
their hands, ran about the streets quite frantic, mix- > 
irig their piteous moanings with the plaintive cries 
of their children, and uttering their bitterest male- 
dictions against the yeomen, whom they charged 
with having run away, and left their husbands to 
destruction:— ^-Letters were dispatched to Duncaimon- 
fort and to Waterford, with these disastrous accounts, 
and requesting reinforcements. -\ _ ,. 

Those of the North Cork militia then <in the town, 
vowed vengeance against the prisoners confined in 
the goal ; particularly against Messrs* Harvey, Fite- 
gerald, and Colclough, so -lately taken up; and so 
explicitly and without reserve were these intentions 
manifested, that I myself heard a Serjeant and- others 
of the regiment declare, that they could not die ?a#y, 
if they; should not have the satisfaction pf putting the 
prisoners in the gaol of Wexfofd to deaths particu- 
larly the three gentlemen last mentioned. Nor was 
this monstrous design harboured only by the common 
soldiers ; some of the officers declared the same in- 
tentions. I communicated all to the Igoaler* who in- 
formed me that he had himself heard the guard* on 
the goal express their 'hostile intentions.- He was so. 
alarmed and apprehensive of their putting their threats * 
into execution, that he contrived means to fret tftem 
out, then locked the door, . and determined to defend 
his charge at the- risque:of his life,. J^ thee, with a 
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htjroaalty atid presence of mind, that would have be* 
come' a .better station, communicated his apprehen- 
aw* *o all the prisoners, whom he advised to remain 
dose in their cetts, so as to avoid being shot in ease 
of an aotual> attack* He armed the three gentlemen, 
a&d,fctfmdri so judicious a plan of defence, that in the 
event of their being overpowered, their lives could 
not Are; tad at a cheap rate. A number of soldiers 
wettb round the 'goal several times, as if to reconnoitre, 
and 'were overheard threatening the prisoners with 
certain destruction, if they could but get in ; and I 
verily believe that, had it not been for the indefatiga- 
ble exertions of the goaler, the prisoners would have 
been all massacred ; and dreadful it is to think what 
consequences must have ensued i " The alarms of 
the three gentlemen already named were so much en- 
creased by these circumstances, as well as by other 
reports* that they made every disposition of their pro- 
perties, as if on the point of cfcath. 

The rising of the people, in the county of Wex- 
ford, took place in the direction from Carnew to Ou- 
krd, . for fear, as they alleged of being whipped, 
burned, or exterminated by the orangemen; hearing 
of the numbers of people that were put to death, un- 
armed, and unoffending, through the country ; — the 
deliberate massacre and shooting of eight and twenty 
prisoners in the ball-alley of Carnew, without trial, 
and some under sentence of transportation, who stop- 
ped there on their way to Geneva ; among these was 
a Mr, WiHiam Young, a protestant, who was ordered 
to be transported by a military tribunal. At Dunlavin, 
thirty-four men were shot without trial, and among 
them the informer on whose evidence they were ar- 
restoed. Strange to tell, officers presided to sanction 
these proceedings ! A man escaped by feigning to be 
killed, he was one,out of eighteen of the corps of cap- 
tain Saunders* of Saunders-grove, Baltinglass. These 
reports*, together with all the dreadful accounts from 
the county of Kildare, roused. their minds to the ut- 
most pitch of alarm, indignation and fury. They 
were- forming from the evening of. the 26th during 



the whole of the night, in two bodies* One tssi&i&fetai 
on Kilthomas-hill, against whom marched from Car* 
new, on the morning of the 27th, a body of yeomen 
cavalry and infantry, who proceeded boldly up the hill* 
where the insurgents possessed a strong and com* 
manding situation, if they knew how to take advan- 
tage of it ; but they were panic-struck, and fled at the 
approach of the military, who pursued them with 
great slaughter. They spared no man they met, and 
burned at least one hundred houses in the course of a 
march of seven miles. 

The Rev. Michael Murphy had been so alarmed 
on hearing of the rising of the people, that he fled 
into the town of Gorey early on Whitsunday ; . on his 
arrival, not finding Mr. Kenny with whom he had 
lodged there he was induced to return for him and 
his family, for which purpose not being able to pro- 
cure a driver, he himself led a horse and car and pur-t 
sued a bye road, to get, if possible, unobserved into 
Ballecanow, by which means he did not meet some 
yeomen and others that had gone on the high-road 
to Gotey after they had torn up the altar, broken the 
windows, and otherwise damaged the roman catholic 
chapel, uttering the most violent threats against the 
priest and his flock, which specimens were very un- 
likely to remove the dreadful reports of the intended 
extermination of the catholics. These depredations 
had so much weight on the rev. Michael Murphy as 
to induce him to alter his original intentions not to 
fly to such men for protection, and he was then led 
on by the multitude to Kilthomas-hill ; the rev. John 
Murphy had from similar unforeseen occurrences join- 
ed the insurgents. These two clergymen had been 
remarkable for their exhortations and exertions against 
the system of united Irishmen, until they were thus 
whirled into this political vortex, which, from all the 
information I have been able to collect, they under* 
took under the apprehension of extermination. 

The Rev. John Murphy was acting coadjutor ,©f 
the parish of Monageer, and impressed with horror 
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At tlie'tesolttion around him, took up arms with the 
people, representing to them that they had better die 
coumgdouHy in the fields than to be butchered in their 
Aea***«— *The insurgents in this quarter now began 
thetroareer, by imitating the example that bad been 
set before them* They commenced burning the 
houses of those who were most obnoxious to them* 
Every gentleman's house in the country was sum- 
moned to surrender their arms, and where^ny re- 
sistance was offered, the house was attacked plun- 
dered and burnt, and most of the inhabits^, killed 
in the conflict. The Camolin cavalry were the first 
that attacked these insurgents : in the action lieute- 
nant Bookey and some privates lost their lives. The 
rest retreated to Gorey. On the 37th of May, cap- 
tain Hawtre^ White, led out two troops of horse 
from Gorey," determined to revenge the deaths of 
their companions* They came in sight of the insur- 
gents on the north-side of the hill of Oulard ; but 
they appeared in such force that they thought it not 
prudent to attack them, but returned to Gorey, burning 
the houses of suspected persons, and putting every 
straggler to death on their way. Numbers were call- 
ed to their doors and shot, while many more met 
the like fate within their house, and some even that 
were asleep. 

Thus it appears that the insurrection broke out at 
first, in a line from west to east, pretty nearly across 
the middle of the county, unsupported by the inhabi- 
tants either north or south of that direction. These 
were the tracts whose natives appeared most peaceably 
inclined, and who thought to avoid joining in the in- 
surrection. The yeomanry of the north of the coun- 
ty proceeded On the 27th against a quiet and defence- 
less populace : sallied forth in their neighbourhoods, 
burned number of houses and put to death hundreds 
of persons who- were unarmed, unoffending and un* 
resisting, so that those who had taken up arms had 
the greater chance of escape at that time. 
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On the evening of th* 26th, captain John Grogan, 
perceiving from a height near his house, several 
houses on fire between Enniscorthy and Oulard,- as- 
sembled as many of his yeomen as he could muster, 
and proceeded with them to Enniscorthy, whence he 
accompanied captain Solomon Richards, of the En- 
niscorthy cavalry, to meet the insurgents, who were 
commiting great devastation throughout the country, 
in retaliation, as. they alleged,, for what they had pre- 
viously suffered. In fact, there seemed to exist be- 
tween £he parties an emulation of enmity, as they 
endeavoured to outdo each other in mischief, by burn- 
. ing and destroying on both sides those whom they 
deemed their enemies* The roman catholic chapel 
of BooleVogue was burnt, as was the house of the 
Rev. John Murphy, already mentioned ; and several 
houses were set on fire and some of the inhabitants 
consumed within them ; no man that was seen in co- 
loured clothes escaped the fury of the yeomanry. 

Aft Ei* the battle of Oulard the insurgents encamp- 
ed for the night at Carrigrew, from whence they set 
out at seven o'clock on Monday morning, the 28th, 
to Camolin, from thence to Ferns, where meeting 
with no interruption, or any military force to oppose 
them, they crossed the Slaney by the bridge at Scar- 
awalsh, halted for some time on the hill of Ballior- 
ril, and from thence they proceeded to attack Ennis- 
corthy, where they arrived about one o'clock, driving 
before them a great number of cattle with a view of 
overpowering the yeoman infantry that had proceed- 
ed to the Duffrey-gate, where the attack commenced. 
The assailants posting themselves behind the ditches 
that -enclose the town-parks, kept up a . severe but 
irregular fire of musketry, intermixed with pikemen, 
who were twire charged by the Enniscorthy cavalry 
along the two loads leading into the town, with little 
or no effect. The battle lasted with various success for 
four hours. Captain Snowe not considering it pru- 
dent to quit his situation on the bridge to support the 
yeomen at the Duffrey-gate, who then fell down by 
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degfets into the town, leaving the suburbs, compo- 
sed -of thatched houses, ub protected, which then were 
set fire to, (each party accusing the other for doing 
so) and as k turned out nothing could be more con-' 
dueive to the success of the insurgents : during the 
confusion the conflagrations occasioned, from which 
each party, retreated, the military taking their station 
in the town : had they marched out to meet the in- 
surgents, and given them battle where they might 
have the advantage of the ditches ; their superiority 
in discipline and fire-arms might have enabled them 
to break and dissipate the tumultuary body opposed 
to them, that had every advantage over those placed 
in a hollow* The insurgents made an attempt to cross 
the river, at the island above the bridge, from whence 
they were so galled as to oblige them to wade through 
the Slaney higher up at Blackstoop's ; some werfc 
proceeding to Vinegar-hill, which from its command- 
ing situation immediately above the town, gave them 
every advantage of observation, whilst their numbers 
afforded a sufficiency to attack the town on all sides* 
The military were at length overpowered by the im- 
petuosity and intrepidity of the insurgents, many of 
whom fell in the gallant defence made against them ; 
but the soldiers having no cannon to support them, 
and the suburbs of the town being on fire in several 
places, they at last sounded a retreat. Whilst the 
town was thus circumstanced, a proposal was made 
to captain Snowe to put the prisoners to death before 
the evacuation of the place ; but he, like a truly 
brave man, would not listen to such a diabolical pro- 
posal, and rejected it with scorn and abhorrence ; 
notwithstanding which a party went to the castle de- 
termined to put all confined therein to death. An 
ineffectual attempt was made to break open the door, 
the keeper having forgot to leave the key, with which 
he had set off towards Wexford ; and this circum- 
stance providentially saved the lives of the prisoners, 
as it became too dangerous for the yeomen to wait 
any longer to put then* threats in execution ; threats 
H 
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which they constantly repeated- the whole of. that 
morning while they stood guard over their prisoners* 
Indeed) so assured were the prisoners themselves of 
being put to death, that they had continued for hours, 
on their knees at prayer in preparation for that awful 
event, when the victors released them from confine- 
ment. Captain John Pounden of the Ennis,corthy 
supplementary infantry, lieutenant Hunt of the En* 
iiiscorthy yeomen, and lieutenant Carclen of the Sea- 
rawalsh infantry, with about eighty of the military, 
and some supplementary men, fell in this action. A 
regular retreat being sounded gave the military an 
opportunity of bringing away their families and friends, 
together with a great many men, women and chil- 
dren, who proceeded in the best manner they could 
to Wexford- The only opinion prevailing in the lat- 
ter town, for some hours, was that Enniscorthy and 
all its inhabitants were totally destroyed. This was 
occasioned by the arrival in Wexford of lieutenant 
Archibald Hamilton Jacob, and a private of the En- 
niscorthy cavalry, who had been so fortunate as to 
effect their escape* and who came in with their horses 
all in a foam, so as to bespeak the most precipitate 
flight. At the same time tremendous clouds of smoke 
were observed over Enniscorthy, which is distant on- 
ly eleven miles from Wexford, and no news arriving 
for several hours, left room for no other conjecture, 
but seemed to confirm the account given by these 
fugitives. The military in their retreat were very 
confused at first, however self-preservation urged their 
keeping together, suggested by a private in the yeo- 
manry. Officers had been induced to tear off their 
epaulets and every other mark that could distinguish 
them from the ..privates, considering themselves in 
more danger if they were recognized as officers.— 
However, not being attacked there was sufficient lei- 
sure to escort those that accompanied them> and who 
were in such a piteous plight as to excite on their ar- 
rival the hearty commiseration of all the inhabitants 
of Wexford, who invited them indiscriminately to 
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their houses* and supplied them with every comfort 
and nl&eskar/ in their power, and of which they 
stood so much in need. How distressing must be tho 
situation of many ladies who were glad to get up be- 
hind or before any person that might be tender 
enough,' in the general consternation, to take them 
on horseback'! ^oraehad their clothes scorched about 
them,' others wanted their shoes and other parts of 
therr dress, 'which had been lost or torn off ; besides 
the great heat of the day made it doubly distressing 
to delicate females, many of whom had the additional 
charge of the burden and care of their children. It 
was very deplorable to observe the anguish and mise- 
ry of these fugitives, so suddenly and violently torn 
from their homes and family endearments ; while 
each, in melancholy detail,' dwelt upon the relation 
of private calamity. 

Great as the apprehensions of the inhabitants of 
Wexford had'been before, they were much height- 
ened by the irnournful appearances and heart-rending, 
recitals of these unhappy sufferers. All dreaded that 
theft* houses, their properties, and themselves, should 
share the fate of Enniscorthy and its inhabitants. At 
this critical period, the Shilmalier infantry, com- 
manded by the right hon. George Ogle, marched 
from their homes into Wexford. Every possible pre- 
paration was now made for defence. The several 
avenues leading into the town were barricaded, and 
cannon were placed at the different entrances. The 
inhabitants universally manifested a zeal to defend 
their habitations, their properties, and their families 
against the insurgents ; and numbers offered them- 
selves for the ranks, and to perform military duty.* 
Upwards of two hundred were' consequently embodi- 
ed, there being arms for no more, under the com- 
mand of feemtlemen who had been in the army, and 
officers of militia then in the town' on leave of absence. 
These occasional soldiers mounted guard in the same 
manner with the more regular troops of militia and 
yeomen ; and every precaution was taken to guard 



against a nocturnal surprise, whjch was strongly ap- 
prehended* 

On the morning of the 29th, the dispositions for 
the defence of the town, were continued with uhaba- 
ting vigour. Two hundred men of the Donegal mi- 
litia* commanded by colonel Maxwell, with a six- 
pounder, marched in at eight' o'clock in the morning, 
and were billeted throughout the town to get refresh- 
ment, of which they stood in great -need* having 
marched all night from Duncannon-fort, accompani- 
ed by the Healthfield cavalry, commanded by captain 
John Grogan. This gentleman having escorted Ser- 
jeant Stanley to Watcrford, returned to Duncannen- 
fort, where he met general Fawcett, whose determi- 
nation he now announced, of coming to the assistance 
of Wexford, with an. additional force as soon as pos- 
sible. With this detachment also arrived colonel 
Colville, captain Young, and lieutenant Soden, offi- 
cers of the 13th regiment, giving the glad tidings of 
the approach of their body with general Fawcett, and 
the Meath militia. . A gentleman was however dis- 
patched to the general, to urge in the most pressing 
terms, the immediate necessity of the reinforcement. 
The Taghmon cavalry under the command of captain 
Cox arrived in town in the course of the day. The 
apprehensions of the inhabitants increased every mo- 
ment. Every boat in the harbour was busily em- 
ployed in the conveyance of women and children, 
with the most valuable effects, on board ships, which 
now were in great requisition, occasioned by the vast 
numbers of people who crowded these vessels, in or- 
der to escape from the town, which, it was dreaded,* 
would be burnt. To guard against such a disastrous 
event, all the fires in the town were strictly ordered 
to be put out at different intervals ; and during the 
prohibited time, even the bakers were not allowed to 
heat their ovens. A further measure of precaution 
adopted on this occasion, was that of stripping air the 
thatched houses within the walls of the town, which 
last, by the bye, were still standing in full preserva- 
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rfba c«cre|St the gate-ways, xh&t had bee'n long brokeft' 
down for public convenience, but were now ' strongly 
barricaded! In short, the' utmost' activity prevailed 
for purposed of defence. The guards were augment- 
ed, afld patroles of cavalry were constantly sent but 
to reconnoitre. The widow's of* thdse of the North 
Cork militth, who" had fallen in the action of Outaiti, 
slill continued inconsolable about the town, uttering 
their piteous lamentations. The bodies of the offi- 
cers who were slain on that occasion, were this day 
brought in by major Lombard's servarit, 'who n'ad 
gone out for that purpose ; and this contributed not 
a littleto cKsplrit'the military in the town. 

Some of my friends, then in Wexford, intimat- 
ed' to me, that It seemed to be the general wish of all 
the gentlemen in the place, (hat I should t go out to- 
the people, and endeavour to induce them to dis- 
perse, my great popularity and' family influence, it 
was suggested, pointing me out as the fittest person 
to undertake such a mission ; which, from the&e cir- 
cumstances, it was hoped, might prove successful. 
My answer was, that I would not refuse to do any 
thing that was imagined to be for the general go6d, 
although I thought the experiment most hazardous, 
provided a magistrate whose honour might be de- 
pended on, would accompany me ; besides, that I 
should have my directions in writing, a copy whereof 
I would leave with my friends, in order, that if I 
should fall in the enterprise, nothing might be left in 
the power of misrepresentation 1 to state to my disho- 
nour. No magistrate being found, as I suppose, that 
would venture on this dangerous service, it was then 
enquired whether the liberation of Messrs., Harvey. 
Fitzgerald, and Colclough, might not appease the 
people.? .On this question, I declared myself incom- 
petent to decide. I was then asked, whether if en- 
larged on bail, but particularly Mr. Fitzgerald, whose 
residence lay in the country then disturbed, would 
undertake to go out to the insurgents and endeavour 
to prevail on them to disperse ? On this enquiry my 
H 2 



opipion was, that as the Uvea of thefte gsntlemsnwere 
in danger from t}ie fury of the soldiery^ tflwle the? 
continued in prison* I thought they "would comply: 
with this requisition. On the 28th and 29th>I had 
xnapy conversations on this subject) with the oj&cers* 
and gentlemen, of the place, and at length*. I wat 
myself* together with five other gentlemen, (|wo for 
eac,h of the three prisoners,) bound in five hundred 
pounds severally ; and Messrs* Harvey > Fitzgerald, 
and Coklough themselves, individually in one thou- 
sand pounds security for their appearance at the 
next assizes. Jt was further conditioned, that al- 
though they were, all three bailed, two only should 
be at large at any one time* 

The entire military force- at this time in Wexford 
consisted of three hundred of the North Cork militia,, 
commanded by colonel Foote : two hundred of the 
Donegal militia, under the direction of colonel Max- 
Well ; five troops x>f yeomen cavalry, viz. those of 
W enfold, commanded by captain Boyd ; the Ennis- 
corthy? by, captain Richards ; the Taghmon, by cap- 
tain Cox ; the Healthfield, by captain John Grogan ;. 
and the Shilmalier, by colonel Lehunte : the infantry 
yeomen were those of Wexford, under captain Jacob*. 
M. D.; the Enniscorthy, under captain Pounden; the 
Scarawalsh, under captain Cornock j ancj the Shilma- 
lier, under the right hon. George Ogle, with their 
supplementary men, altogether as many as their ori- 
ginal number, and two hundred of the townsmen, 
amounting on the whole to twelve hundred men un- 
der arms ; who, as tlje town wall was in good con- 
dition, might defy as many thousand assailants, not 
supported by a great superiority of ordnance. 

The insurgents, after having taken Enniscorthy on 
the 28th, encamped that evening on Vinegar-hill*. 
Several parties were dispatched from thence, during 
the night, to bring, in all the respectable persons re- 
maining in the county, with menaces of death in case: 
of refusal ; their recent successes having rendered 
them altogether imperious. One party was particu- 
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larljr directed' i to Newcastle for Mr. John* Hay, in 
whose jta&fessional talents they platted great confi- 
denceyas He bad been an officer in the French ser- 
vice. On'being- summoned out of ; his bed to come 
ta canfli^ lie endeavbured to expostulate, but all in 
vain? and at last, he absolutely refused going, not- 
withstanding thfe-most violent threats uttered against 
himi. At tetfgth, however, menaces proceeded to' 
such, extremity* that his house should be set on fire> 
and he' and bis family consumed within it £ and pre-' 
paragons were instantly making to put their threats 
in actual execution, when turning with looks of an~ 
guish and despair towards his wife and daughter, 
whom he loved most passionately, with the tenderest 
emotions he surrendered his judgment for their safe- 
ty, and was led to Vinegar-hill, where he met several 
who had been summoned thither out of their beds as 
unexpectedly as himself; for as the military had 
abandoned the whole country, the insurgents, who 
were now the generality of the people, had everyone 
who remained, under uncontroulable command. Mr. 
John Hay, finding upon enquiry," that the multitude 
had no ammunition, no warlike stores, nor any de- * 
gree of preparation, strongly remonstrated on their 
defenceless. situation, representing that they could not 
possibly stand against a regularly appointed military 
force, as any soldiery knowing their duty, must cut 
them to pieces. Various and confused were the con- 
sultations that ensued in this tumultuous assemblage. 
It was at once proposed, by different persons to attack 
Ross, Newtown-Barry, and Gorey, as each lay more 
contiguous to their several homes, for Wexford was 
then considered too formidable to be at all attempt- 
ed. In fine* each individual dreaded the devastation 
of his* house or his property ; most of the multitude 
was dispersed and on the way to their several homes, 
in all directions from Vinegar-hill, when some of 
tbem met Messrs. Fitzgerald and Colclough, (whose 
arrests were publicly known,) near the village of St. 
John's, and finding them liberated and sent out ta 
them, they were immediately welcomed by a gene- 
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tal shobt, which communicating from on$ to ttatfttieTj 
like electricity* it was reechoed all the' way xd EnYtfs- 
corthy* and so on to the top of Vine^r-hill, and 
thence through all thef country" round. The reverbe- 
ration of the shouts thus widely diffinsed, arretted the 
attention of the astonished multitude, who 1 instantly- 
returned to discover the cause of such 'sudden' exul- 
tation * so that when the deputed gentlethefr arrived 
on Vinegar-hill, the camp, so deserted but* a moment 
before", now became as thronged as ever. This in- 
clination of dach man, and every body of men; t<n re- 
turn home, and appiy the general force to the cor- 
rection of their individual sufferings, woulcT furnish 
a strong proof of the fact j as otherwise the idea of 
some general system, however confused, would be 
floating in their imagination, and it h the cdnfirmed 
opinion of most impartial people, that I have heard 
discuss the subject, that the Insurrection in the coun- 
ty of Wexford must haee subsided at that period, but 
for this intelligence extraordinary Trom the town by 
,the deputation of the prisoners, Who of necessity in- 
formed the people, that they had been liberated, and 
sent out for the express purpose of remonstrating 
with: them ; for this served onTy to concentrate their 
wavering opinions, and to point to some object their 
previously fluctuating determinations. It was but 
the resolution of a moment to march in a body to 
attack Wexford. Mr. Fitzgerald they detained in the 
camp, and. Mr. Colclough they sent back to announce 
their hostile intentions. 

If anything could add to the general consternation 
in Wexford, it was to leam the determination of the 
insurgents to come to attack the town. Ships be- 
came in greater requisition than ever, and all the 
vessels in the harbour were stowed with amazing 
numbers, the streets were quite deserted, and the 
shops and lower windows of all the houses were shut 
up. Late in the evening as two of the Taghmon 
yeomanry were going home, and had proceeded as far 
as AreanUrish, about four miles from Wexford, they. 



de$cried the advanced gijard of .the insurgents } with 
which mtejLligence they immediately posted back with 
all speed to the town, which was already in expecta- 
tion of , being attacked every instant. Every degree 
of vigilance and precaution was now exerted ancfthe 
military kept on the alert all night. Tha portcullis 
on the remarkable wooden-bridge, over the Slane,yy 
was hoisted, whereby the greatest part of it was left 
defenceless, while one piece of cannon would have 
perfectly protected the whole. The cries of the wo- 
men and children throughout the town were so dis- 
mal and alarming as to rouse the military from their 
beds, when they had scarcely time to have fallen 
asleep* since they had retired from their several posts y 
to which they were thus summoned back in a hurry 
to repel -the attack of an enemy, which was every 
moment expected. The insurgents were now eft- 
camped on the Thred-rocks, the end of the low ridge 
of the mountain of Forth,, about three miles from 
Wexford, and did hot seem so willing to advance as 
was apprehended in the town. • 

General Fawcett having ordered his forces to' 
follow, set out alone from Duncan non-fort on the 
evening of the 29 th, and stopped at Taghmon, where 
he lay down to rest until his advanced-guard should 
arrive. Captain Adams of the Meath militia, with 
seventy men of his regiment, and lieutenant Birch of 
the artillery, with two howitzers, arrived from Dnn- 
cannon-fort in the course of the night, at Taghmon, 
where not finding, as they expected, the 13th 'regi- 
ment, or Meath militia, and not knowing any thing 
about the General, after a short halt they marched on 
towards Wexford, apprehending no kind of interrup- 
tion. They had already ascended the road along the 
side of the mountain of Forth, when perceived by the 
out posts of the insurgents, who poured down with 
such rapidity, that they were in a few minutes cut 
off* except ensign. Wade and sixteen private* who 
were taken ; prisoners. The magazine was blown tap 
in the conflict, which circumstance rendered the how- 
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itzersnotso great a prize as, tliey otherwise .wottt*. 
haye been, to the victors. General FawceU, oa. get- 
ting out of bed, having learned the fate of his advaiVr, 
ced guard, ordered the 13th and the rest of the troops , 
who had, by this time* come up, to retreat to Dunr. 
cannon-fort, whither he also set off in great leasts 
himself. 

From Wexford, in the course of the morning, vast 
crowds of people were observed assembling on the 
high ground, over Ferry-bank, at the country side of 
the wooden-bridge, which contributed not a little to. 
heighted the alarm already* prevailing in the town* 
The different posts on the town-wall were guarded 
with the utmosts vigilance, and entrusted to the pro- 
tection of the yeomen infantry, supplementaries, and 
armed inhabitants, while the North Cork, militia un>. 
dertook to defend the barracks. It was expected that 
general Fawcett, now supposed on his march from . 
Taghmon to Wexford, must fall in with the insur- 
gents, and thus keep them so well employed on that 
side as to afford a favourable opportunity for a sally 
from the town to attack them on the other. It was 
therefore resolved to try the success of this manoeuvre, 
and accordingly colonel Maxwel, with two hundred of 
the Donegal militia, and colonel Watson, with the. 
Wexford, Enniscorthy, Taghmon, Healthfield, and 
Shil matter yeomen cavalry, marched out to the en-, 
counter. They had advanced as far as Belmont, 
when colonel Watson, eager to reconnoitre, proceed- 
ed up the hill, farther than prudence would permit, 
and was shot from one of the out- posts of the insur- 
gents. The Donegal militia then retreated to Wex- 
ford, preceded by the cavalry, who pressed upon them 
very much along the road. Immediately after this a 
hasty council of war was held, at which it was deter-* 
mined to evacuate the town. . 

A general and gloomy consternation now prevail*- 
ed ; every countenance appeared clouded and distrust- 
ful, and every person was cautious and circumspect 
how he spoke or acted, as all confidence was entirely 
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dcfoe' slway,'' atid'each individual thought only of his 
owh personal safety. Some yeomen and supplementa- 
rie* Svftd, during the whole of the morning, had been 
stationed in the street opposite the goal; were heard 
cdtttmually io threaten to : put all' the prisoners to 
death* 1 ; which; so roused the attention of the goaier to 
protect his charge, that he barricaded the door ; and 
off bearing of a surrender, to manifest more strongly 
the sincerity of his intentions, he delivered up the key 
to Mr. Harvey. . This gentleman was, indeed, so ap- 
prehensive of violence, that he had climbed up inside 
a chimney. When he had arranged his apparel, and 
adjusted himself so as to put off the appearance of a 
chimney-sweeper, about two hours before the troops 
retreated from Wexford, Right hon. George Ogle, 
captain of the Shilmalier infantry, Cornelius Grogan, 
John Grogan, captain of the Health field cavalry, James 
Boyd, captain of the Wexford cavalry, Solomon Ri- 
chards-, captain of the Enniscorthy cavalry, Isaac 
Cornock* captain of the Scarawalsh infantry, and Ed- 
ward Turner of the Shilmalier cavalry, all magi- 
strates, along with lieutenant-colonel Colville of the 
13th regiment of foot, and lieutenant-colonel Foote of 
the North Cork militia, visited Mr. Harvey in the 
goal, and, at their express request, he -wrote the fol- 
lowing notice to the insurgents on the mountain of 
Forth: 

<* I have been treated in prison with all possible hu- 
« manity, and am now at liberty. I have procured 
" the liberty of all the prisoners. If you pretend to 
" christian charity, do not commit massacre, or burn 
" the property of the inhabitants, and spare your pri- 
" Boners' lives. 

" B. B. Harvey. 

"Wednesday, 30th May, 1798." 

This note was undertaken to be forwarded by r- 

Doyle, a yeoman of the Healthfield cavalry, who of- 
fered to volunteer on this hazardous service, when 
the proposal was made to his corps by captain John 
Grogan. He had the precaution to put off his uni- 
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form, and to dress hiittself in coloured clothes ; but 
when ready to set off he was discovered to be a to* 
.man catholic, and therefore reflected upon, <for so the 
whisper went about, i hoio could a papist be truited?' 
~-The yeoman finding his zeal met with a reception 
so contrary to his expectation, again put on his uni- 
fbrrn ,and retreated with his captain ; thus proving 
himself to the full as loyal as any of those who ©ri the 
occasion displayed their illiberally, which even com- 
mon policy, it might be well imagined, should repress 
at so critical a juncture. Doctor Jacob then proposed 
the enterprize to his corps, and counsellor Richards 
with his brother Mr. Laftus Richards, were appointed 
to go to the Three-rocks on this expedition, to an- 
nounce the Surrender of the town to the insurgents, 
whose camp they reached in safety, though clad in 
full uniform.— Scarcely had these deputies set out up- 
on their mission, when all the military corps, a part of 
one only excepted, made the best of their way^otit of 
town. Every individual of them seemed to partake of 
a general panic, and set off whithersoever they ima- 
gined they could find safety, without even acquainting 
their neighbours on duty of their intentions. The 
principal inhabitants whose services had been accept- 
ed of for the defence of the town were mostly catho- 
lics, and, according to the prevalent system, were sub- 
ject to the greatest insults and reflexions. They were 
always placed in front of the posts and cautioned to 
behave well, or that death should be the consequence. 
Accordingly persons were placed behind them to 
keep them to their duty, and these were so watchful of 
their charge, that they would not even permit them to 
turn about their heads, and yet these determined heroes 
were the very first to tun off on the apprehended ap- 
proach of real danger. Thus were the armed inhabi- 
tants left at their posts, abandoned by their officers, and 
actually ignorant of the flight of the soldiery, until the 
latter had been miles out of the town, and were there- 
. fore left no possible means of retreating. Lieutenant 
William Hughes of the Wexford infantry, with a few 
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«I his corps, was, it seems, the only part of the mili- 
tary, left uniformed of the intended retreat, and this 
was. owing to his being detached with these few yeo- 
men to defend a distant part of the town- wall, and he 
and they were apprized of their situation, as were also 
the armed inhabitants, x?nly by the approach of the in- 
surgents ; so that Mr- Hughes and his few yeomen, 
together with the armed inhabitants, are the only peo- 
ple that can be said not to have abandoned their posts 
in Wexford on this occasion. The confusion and dis- 
may, which prevailed, was so great, as no kind of sig- 
nal for retreat had been given, that officers and privates 
ran promiscuously through the town, threw off their 
uniforms, and hid themselves wherever they thought 
they could be best concealed. Some ran to the dif- 
ferent quays, in expectation of finding boats to convey 
them off, and threw their arms and ammunition into 
the water. All such as could accomplish it embarked 
on board the vessels in the harbour, haying previously 
turned their horses loose. Some ran to the goal to 
put themselves under the protection of Mr. Harvey. 
Officers, magistrates, and yeomen of every description 
thus severally endeavoured to escape popular ven- 
geance; and in the contrivance of changing apparel, 
as there was not a sufficiency of men's clothes at hand 
for all those who sought safety by this means, female 
attire was substituted for the purpose of disguise* In 
short, it is impossible that a greater appearance iof con- 
fusion, tumult or panic could be at all exhibited. The 
North Cork regiment on quitting the barracks set 
them on fire, which, however, was immediately put 
out. Lieutenants Bowen and Paye, with ensign Har- 
man, and some Serjeants and privates of this regi- 
ment remained in the town. 

It has been already observed, that thousands of 
people were seen to assemble, during the entire morn- 
ing, on a hill over Ferry-bank, marching and coun- 
termarching in hostile appearance, and seemingly 
waiting only for the moment that the town would be 
abandoned by the military, to take possession of it 
I 
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themselves V but their entrance, when tfcte too*: place 
was retarded, until boards were procured io' supply 
the place of the flooring of the wooden-hridge, -where 
it had been burnt. In the mean-time, Messrs, Rich- 
ards, after having run great risque* arrived at the 
camp at Three-rocks, and making known that they 
were deputed to inform the people, that the town of 
Wexford would be surrendered to them, on condition 
of sparing lives and properties ; these terms would 
not be complied with, unless the arms and ammuni- 
tion of the garrison were also surrendered* Mr. 
Loftus Richards was therefore detained as a hostage, 
and counsellor Richards and Mr. Fitzgerald were sent 
back to the town, to settle, and arrange the articles of 
capitulation ; but these gentlemen on their arrival, to 
their great astonishment, found the place abandoned 
by the military. The bridge being at this time near- 
ly made passable, the vast concourse of people that 
had collected at the other side of the Slaney, was just 
ready to pour in and take unconditional possession of 
the town. It was therefore necessary to treat with 
these, (it being yet unknown who they were,) in order 
to prevent the mischiefs likely to ensue from such a 
tumultuary influx of people. They first proceeded to 
the goal, released all the prisbners, and insisted that 
Mr. Harvey should become their commander. All 
the houses in town, not abandoned by the inhabitants, 
How became decorated with green boughs, or green 
ornaments of one description or another. The doors 
"'were universally thrown open, and the most liberal offers 
made of spirits and drink of every kind, which however 
were not as freely accepted, until the persons offer- 
ing had first drank themselves, as a proof that the 
liquor was not poisoned, a report having prevailed to 
that effect ; and which was productive of this good 
consequence, that it prevented rapid intoxication, and 
of course, in the beginning, lamentable excesses. 

The insurgents having now got compleat posses- 
sion of the town of Wexford, many persons who had 
been ycornen, after having thrown off -their uniforms, 



[ 91 ] 

affeejted a cor#a) welcome for them, an4 endeavoured, 
by an. exhitjitipn of all the signs and emblems of the 
united Jrismen, tQ convince them of their sworn friend- 
ship ; and it is indeed not a little remarkable, that 
many of .those who, in this change of affairs, boldly 
marched, out;, as occasion demanded, to meet the 
king's forces, now. display themselves as staunch 
oraggemen of unimpeachable loyalty. Almost every 
person .in the town threw open their doors with offers 
of refreshment and accommodation to the insurgents; 
and the few, who did not, suffered by plunder, their 
substance being considered as enemy's property* 

Aster various scenes of* disorder, hurry and con- 
fusion, naturally attendant on such occasions, parties 
were dispatched in boats to bring on shore all the 
men, arms and ammunition they could find in the 
ships, and other vessels in the harbour, which in the 
morning had fallen down, towards the bar, neither 
wind or, tide being, favourable ; two only, out of the. 
whole had actually, sailed for Wales. By these 
' means all the men, as well yeomen as other inhabi-' 
tants, were directly brought, on shore in the, evening* 
and the vessels with the women and children immedi- 
ately followed to the quay. 

Amidst this scene of tumult and confusion, not 
easily conceivable, to any one who has not witnessed 
popular commotion, while all wished to accommodate 
themselves as much as possible to the exigency of 
the moment, and to appear the friends of their new- 
ly denominated conquerors, it was ludicrous to ob- 
serve - a gorgeous military uniform, clandestinely 
changed for loathsome, tattered rags, with more ad- 
dress and expedition than actors on the dramatic stage 
assume different dresses and appearances. 

Among those brought on shore from the. ships, 
wa3 Mr. John Boyd, brother to captain James Boyd 
of the Wexford cavalry. He was immediately re- 
cognised, and he and his family being, obnoxious to 
the people, he ran off on landings was chased, over- 
taken, piked and left for dead, but he lived in excru- 



dating vgosy Until the next morriiifg^-wfoii^he aspir- 
ed. I had been- brought out of one of the -ships thy- 
• self, and, on landing, was proceeding 1 through the 
.general' confusion, when arriving near the bull- ring, 
a man of the name of George Sparrow, a batch** 
from Enniscorthy, chased by the people through the 
/streets, ran up to me and clasped rae round the body, 
3 imploring protection-— heseechmg* I might save tern* 
- 1. instantly endeavoured as much as in my power tp 
give him succour* and to defend him by extending wf 
. aitms and body over him, while swords and pikes were 
pointed and brandished for his destruction ; but my 
. endeavours proving ineffectual, and ratbjer dangerous 
fe myself, and the unfortunate man perceiving I could 
not afford the protection I intended, burst from me, 
and while I lay prostrate in the street, occasioned by 
his effort to get off, he had not ran many yards when 
he was deprived of existence. Some ladies who were 
so situated at the instant, as to he spectators of the 
.scene, have since assured me, they thought I had 
been also killedat that moment ; and considering the 
. dreadful circumstances, I think it most providential, 
. that when thrown down, I was not regarded as the 
.devoted victim by the infuriate populace. To des- 
cribe my feelings on this occasion, would be utterly 
Impossible* Ushered into the town against my wljl, 
to witness, in the first onset, such a specimen of po- 
pular vengeance, and naturally imagining that acts 
of the like violence were perpetrating in every quar- 
. terof the town, I could have but little expectation of 
escape ; particularly when the dreadful denunciation 
resounded in my ears, that the people, would put 
every one to death who would dare to decline joining 
them ; and indeed, in consequence of this menacing 
cry, many gentlemen who boast of loyal acts, (the 
very contrary of truth,) I have observed to have gone 
farther on the opposite side, than .could be consider- 
ed, either since or before, consistent with their hon- 
our or their safety- 



TH*ft»wn x>f Wexford was not only most -shame- 
ibfly abandoned, but even surrendered* to all intents 
and purposes, when it might have been easily defend- 
ed, although no one will now acknowledge having 
been concerned in so scandalous a transaction ; and 
notwithstanding that the very persons who ought to 
have been its most strenuous protectors, from their 
situation and circumstances, were not only the first 
to yield it and fly so clandestinely, as to put it utter- 
iy out of the power of all others besides themselves 
to retreat ; but left even their own wives and families 
to the mercy of an irritated and ungovernable multi- 
tude. In any other country, such a manifest dere- 
liction of duty would be punished in the most exem- 
plary manner, the lives of such craven deserters 
would be forfeited for the miseries they occasioned ; 
but in ill-fated Ireland, a display of unprincipled en- 
mity and illiberal animosity to the great bulk of its 
people, constitutes loyalty and desert sufficient to 
wipe away the blame of misconduct, and even to ob- 
literate the indelible stigma of cowardice* The con- 
duct of the inhabitants of Wexford, in accommodat- 
ing themselves to the circumstances of the moment, 
after their abandonment, must be considered as total- 
ly blameless; particularly of such as subsequently 
took the earliest opportunity of returning to their 
allegiance.' Of all laws, that of self-preservation is 
acknowledged the most imperious, and to attain this 
in times of civil commotion, compliance with the ex- 
igencies of the instant is indispensable, and warrant- 
ed by the irresistible force of necessity ; for other- 
wise, as all moral writers agree, there would be an 
end of justice and civilization. Allowances have 
certainly been made for numbers, whose conducts in 
an abstracted point of view, was evidently treasona- 
ble, but perfectly excuseable, considering the situation 
in which* they were placed, by the fundamental laws 
of all nations of regulated society. But why an ex- 
culpation should hold good for some individuals, and 
not for all those in a similar predicament, is a paitf- 
I 2 
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-dox not happily explained by argirmeww &GAws& from 
the sources of bigotry and religions ptej^JdkJel With 
.cordial satisfaction I acknowledge it -perfect!? ju*t, 
that, pwrtestants have been' generally exculpated of 
. treason, on the ground of the urgency of tweomStan- 
ces, but why catholics should be excluded from tfce 
like chad table consideration, will not "be. 'fairly or 
easily, answered, by those who would fain? exhibit -the 
unfortunate contest of this period, a wur of religion, 
Which, upon the whole, had but very little to do in 
it, OIL forced into action by the upholders of preju- 
dice, • u '' 
, Those of the military who first* retreated . from 
Wexford, .were* part of the North.' Cork regiment, 
commanded by captain Snowe, and the Scarawalsh 
infantry under • captain Coimoek* These, in ' their 
flight, met A$r* Colclough with his lady in a phaeton, 
coming to release Mr. Harvey, by taking his place 
in the goal, according to hia promise the preceding 
. evening. On falling in with - the troops-, Mr. and 
Mrs* Cplcloiigb were ordered to wheel. about, and led 
.aiong,. while swoUds drawn: ami pistols cocked, threa- 
tened their' lives «n either side, if the people should 

• Attempt to attack the military. Mr. Colclough was 
frequently, ordered to stand up and wawe his hat to 

• several- grou pes j who were seen collected on the rising 

• grounds* led by curiosity, from the disturbed state of 
the country, to observe what was going forward. 

.These signals were fo* the. people not to approach, 
. with which they complied, and. so the parties got safe 
.to the Scar at Barry s town, where Mr. Colclough and 
his lady were dismissed without further violence^ 
The ne*t division of the military, who made their 
appearance at the Scar, .were part of the Wexford 
cavalry under captain Boyd, who had himself, it 
seems, at first attempted to get off by sea, but not- 
withstanding that, he mdst pathetically entreated a 
friend of his, who had just ■ put off in a boat only a 
few yards from the quay, to return and take him on 
board, yet, so strongly. did the motive of setf-preserra- 
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ttefi dfwfote SfOBnthe personyrthathe refused to coiri- 
ply*. The captain then seized upon his horse* which 
he; i had' before .'turned loose y mounted directly, ami 
overtask colonel Maxwell on the road; with whom 
howeYer.^be'did not continue; but drove forward with 
dd speed, ' till i he arrived at Mr. King's of Barrys-town; 
After •getting some refreshment here, 'her and some 
&voufit£8> of: Ja is .corps. embarked on beard a boat, 
the Utto beings too high to pass otherwise, and fto pro- 
ceeded in safety to Duncannon»fbrt. Mt\ Colcloagh 
met several of these flying gentry <at Barry s-towri, 
and the impression of their fears was such, that they 
ail declared that a revolution muse inevitably succeed 
in the nation, for that as the rising was. general; \i6 
they then supposed it to be) nothing could withstand 
the peopte—r-They even congratulated Mr. Colclough 
on the happiness of not being obliged to quit his coun- 
try, as he had taken no active part against the peo- 
ple, and as his xecent confinement, on suspicion of 
being their friend, was* greatly in his favour. They 
next pathetically ♦ many of them in sobs and tears, 
lamented the unfortunate necessity under which' they 
lay of quitting their native land, as they feared 'the 
people would consider their former exertions so inimi- 
cal to their interests, as to render it unsafe for them 
to remain m the country ; and after this they took a 
cordial leave of Mr. Colclough. The escape of Ar* 
chibald Hamilton, Jacob was most wonderful, as when 
he had gone out with the troops that advanced towards 
the Three-rocks,, before any others had thoughts of 
retreating, he got off under the mountain, and by 
keeping bye-roads, he most providentially arrived m 
Ross, where considering the state of the country he 
did: not fctop* but hastened to Waterford, and was 
finally induced to sail for England. ' 

Great numbers of people, from motives of curi- 
osity, assembled in different groupes to view. the mi- 
litary in their passage through the country, not ima- 
gining that they should be any more molested than 
they liad.beea by the first parties who passed them 



r » ] 

quietly hy\ and had any general ord*rs**o th&s effect 
been issued to the retreating troops, it is probable 
they would have been attended to and productive of 
good effect ; hot although colonel CoMlle did ail m' 
his power to prevent the soldiery from tiering on the 
• people, yet his humane and wise remonstrances were 
not successful. The* first victims of military' fury, 
however, on the retreat, were two men found, with 
arms, in a house in Wexford, near where the Shil- 
inalier yeomen infantry, commanded by the right 
hon. George Ogle, had been stationed in the town. 
These upon the evacuation were brought away by 
the corps and shot at Maglass, where the soldiers, 
giving a loose to their rage, pursued the unoffending 
populace, and shot numbers of them, who endea- 
voured to conceal themselves in the ditches which 
were well searched for their discovery. The romau 
catholic chapel of Maglass was set on fire, as were a 
great many other houses in the course of their march, 
while others were plundered ; and not a countryman 
that was seen and overtaken could escape being sacri- 
ficed to military vengeance: nay, not unfrequently 
did neither femanine weakness nor helpless infancy 
afford protection, as they obtained, in several instan- 
ces, no mercy from the indiscriminate fury of the 
x*etreating troops, who immolated some of the women 
and children of the affrighted peasantry, as they fell 
in their way- These acts of unprovoked, cold-blood- 
ed, and unmanly cruelty, were avenged on the poor 
stragglers, who were, by any casualty, separated 
from the retreating body, as the exasperated coun- 
try people, goaded as they had been, considered eve- 
ry person in a military garb as a sanguinary and re- 
lentless enemy. Several soldiers who had been fol- 
lowed by their wives and children, were induced to 
stay behind to afford them assistance on so distress- 
ing a march. 

On the night of the 30th, the town of Wexford, con- 
sidering all that had happened, was remarkably quiet,' 
all finding repose necessary, after their various hard- 
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shifts. . Jn t^je AV^njng.vast numbers* went to *isit their 
spveraf4weHUtgs in the country, to be informed of the 
condition Qf their .families and properties ; but very, 
early? on the morning of the 3 1st, the streets were as 
crowded as before, and the confusion and plunder of 
the. day preceding now recommenced. The people 
were much discontented with the inhabitants for not 
Retaining for their use, the arms and ammunition of 
the .garrison ; as the entire of their military stores at 
this time amounted to no more than three barrels of 
gun-powder found in the barracks, a few hundreds of 
cartridges, with some odd casks and pounds of pow- 
der found in shops and gentlemen* 1 houses. The in- 
surgents were induced to move out of the town and 
encamp on the Windmill-hills, where after much 
confused consultation they divided into two bodies* 
ene of which, consisting of those who inhabited the 
Wexford-side of the Slaney, marched to Taghmon. As 
in such a mixed multitude there must be many of 
all dispositions, it is not wonderful that theffe were 
some who would incite to and practise outrage. Some 
of this description of persons hunted for orangemen, 
whom they denominated their enemies ; while others, 
imitating the conduct of the military on the bay before, 
but in a far less degree, plundered private property, 
burnt the houses of four respectable farmers, and put 
one man to death on their way to Taghmon, outside 
of which town they encamped for that night. The 
encampment on Vinegar-hill, by the bye, continued 
a permanent one during the whole period of the in- 
surrection. 

Now, that the insurrection of the county of Wex- 
ford was at its height, there existed no kind of subor- 
dination 'or controul ; individuals assumed the privi- 
lege of indulging their own dispositions, and of grati- 
fying private malice. .On this very day Mr. Harvey, 
who had been released from confinement by the peo- 
ple, as soon as they took possession of the town, and 
was by them appointed, whether he would or no, their 
commander in chief, had engaged several gentlemen* 
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among whom there were many apprehensive of po- 
pular violence, to an entertainment at his former lodg- 
ings, which he had then resumed ; and all these he 
naturally supposed under effectual protection with him, 
from the nature of his appointment, against all popu- 
lar outrage ;— but he soon had lamentable proof how 
groundless were his fond expectations. In the even- 
ing soon after dinner, a great mob of country people 
assembled in the street before the house, some of 
whom knocked violently at the door, and insited that 
Mr* Turner, whom they knew to be within, should be 
delivered up to them, to be put to death, for having 
burned some of their houses. I waa^one of those in- 
vited by Mr. Harvey, and, as Mr. Turner was a most 
particular friend of mine, I instantly went out, and 
was, as I fondly imagined, so far successful as to pre- 
vail on the populace to retire ; but to my, great morti- 
fication they returned shortly after, and insisted with 
redoubled violence, on Mr. Turner's being brought 
out to them. Mr. Fitzgerald who had now come to 
my assistance, and myself, urged every argument that 
friendship could suggest, to dissuade them from their 
dreadful purpose* and Mr. Harvey also interposed for 
the same intent, by which means the multitude was 
once more induced to retire. It was but for a short 
time however, as they quickly came back to the house 
with more violence and fury than before ; a. shot was 
fired at the door, as the first notice of their approach, 
and they reiterated their demand with the loudest ami 
most desperate vociferations. Some of the gentle- 
men, who on that day dined with Mr. Harvey, now 
came out, and all their united entreaties and remon- 
strances could obtain from the enraged multitude 
was, that Mr. Turner might be lodged in the goal to 
abide his trial, but the demagogues denounced that if 
he was not sent thither directly, Mr. Fitzgerald and 
Mr. Hay (meaning myself,) must forfeit their lives. 
These outrages determined many to surrender 
themselves, in order to be sent to goal,. in hopes of 
greater security, as well as it. induced others to re- 
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tdSn Itfcbrffmement, from similar expectancy of pro- 
tection from the resentment of their neigbours. From 
considerations of this nature, Mr. Harvey, constrain- 
ed as he was to conduct Mr. Turner to the goal, re- 
leased from thence every other person not violently 
accused, and the number was considerable whom he 
thought to be obnoxious to, but by these means secure 
from the intemperate vengeance of the people. 

After the insurgents, as has been related, moved 
off in two separate divisions from Wexford, there 
still remained several of their number in the town, 
who assumed the office of supplying the camps with 
necessaries, and this, by their own authoriy, they de- 
clared must be done from Wexford. These self-cre- 
ated commissaries, having put all necessaries accord- 
ingly in requisition, began to search- all the houses, 
and in the course of such survey, plundered them of 
every article they thought proper, asserting that all 
they took away was for the general service. As whis- 
key and leather were the articles most in demand in 
the camps, distillers and tanners especially entreated 
the committee to issue regular orders for the supplies 
from their stores, to prevent as much as possible the 
total destruction of their substance and concerns ; ad- 
ding, that they were very willing to give up their 
v/hble stock for the general service ; yet strange as 
it may appear, some of this description of persons 
were most forward afterward in prosecuting those very 
men, who, by their humane interference, were instru- 
mental in saving their lives and properties ; and, 
what may not appear unworthy of observation, al- 
though chosen by the inhabitants at large from among 
themselves, there was but one united Irishman among 
them, which could not be the case, had the people 
been generally sworn. 

Captain Keugh was appointed military comman- 
der of the town, which was now divided into wards, 
each of which had a company of men, armed with 
guns and pikes as they could procure them, and these 
appointed their own officers. There was a regular 
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^epa&fe tttorafo^ an** evening m>tht &d*tomrho\i%t* 

ij*pi#^; ^udDdt were' struak dff ar^refce*efl, w*d a 

jte^wtfrd ^freoimterwsign regular}? g ive# wV The 

* ihstifrdetifift had, by this time, become so general in 
sjafl^tfrto of the county 9 forsaken by the military, that 
**•»*««• dbf (inhabitants of the baronies of ; Forth and 
~'iUargyy "thought it infcumbent on them >tb shew their 

'^iisfifesitkto and to appear in Wexford j«+-in short, eve- 

* fcyo»f>ersan remaining in the county, th&nght it best at 
•this pefrfodto- come forward and make common cause 

-r.with the insurgents* The inhabitants of the last 
4 ^mentioned baronies, however, being- a race of men of 
qpeaceable'and industrious habits, and not having ex- 
--, perienced the persecutions practised in other districts, 
were not easfty excited to commit those acts of out- 
^rage which tpok place in other quarters ; but. they 
kwere at length terribly alarmed and roused to resist- 
ance, by the cruel and merciless conduct of the mili- 
tary -in thteir flight from Wexford j but even then 
their determination of vengeance appeared solely di- 
rected against the body whose unprovoked fury had 
affected them with injury. These people, on their 
march to Wexford, halted near Johns-town, the seat 
- ^of Cornelius Grogan, Esq. for whom a paYty was dis- 
patched to bring him out and oblige him to join them ; 
and thus- this aged gentleman was constrained to ac- 
commodate himself to the crazy temper of the times, 
and being placed on horse-back, then ill of the gout, 
• he was conducted along by the multitude, consisting 
of several thousands on foot, and many hundreds of 
. horsemen. On their entrance into the town, and de- 
filing through the streets, not many pikes could be 
seen, but vast numbers were equipt with spits, pitch- 
forks, and such like offensive weapons, with which 
they endeavoured as much as in their power, to imi- 
tate and assume the appearance of pikemen ; and 
" after having shouted and paraded for some time 
through the. streets, they retired peaceably to their 
hordes, without committing further -outrage. Ail the 
forges both in town and country were instantly em- 
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flayed -hi the lubrication of pike-blades, and timber of 
every description fit for handles was procured ibr that 
purpose wherever to be found ; so that in a very short 
time, no person could be seen, (so general was the 
principle of affectation of arming,) without a war-itke 
weapon of some kind, a green cockade, a hat-bandy 
sash, or other ornament of that colour. Four oyster- 
boats were fitted out in the harbour, and manned 
with five and .twenty men each, to cruise outside die 
bay ; and these, from time to time, brought in seve- 
ral vessels, mostly bound for Dublin, laden with oats, 
potatoes, and different other kinds of provisions; 
which became very seasonable supplies for the town, 
that must otherwise have suffered great distress, as 
the markets were deserted by the country people. 
" Money seemed to have vanished during the insur- 
rection, as no person was willing to admit being pos- 
sessed of any currency exclusive of bank-notes, which 
were held in such little estimation, that great quan- 
tities of them were inconsiderately destroyed ; some 
in lighting tobacco pipes, and others used as waddings 
for fire-locks ; but whatever little provisions appeared 
at market, sold very cheaply for ready money ; for 
instance, butter sold by the pound for two pence, and 
butchers' meat, of any kind, for one penny. As to 
bank-notes, any one might starve who had no other 
means of procuring the prime necessaries, for which, 
when offered for sale, nothing but specie would be ac- 
cepted as payment. 

In the country the people formed themselves gene- 
rally into parish divisions, and each division elected 
its own officers. All persons capable of carrying arm* 
were to attend the camps, on being furnished with 
pikes or guns, as either could be best procured ; some 
on foot and others on horseback, as they could best 
accommodate themselves. Most persons were desi- 
rous to wear ornaments of some kind or other, and 
accordingly decorated themselves in the most fantas- 
tical manner with feathers, tippets, handkerchiefs, 
and all the shewy parts of ladies' apparel : green was 
K 



[ 102 ] 

the most favourite and predominant cpjqar, but on 
failure of this, decorations of almost any other colour 
were substituted { and as to- their flags or ensigns, 
they were also generally green or of a greenish huei 
but on account of a deficiency in this respect^ they dis- 
played banners of all colours except orange, to which 
the people shewed the most unalterable dislike, aver- 
sion and antipathy :— even blue, black, red anid yel- 
low, were remarked among their banners. Many 
damsels made an offering of their coloured petticoats 
for the public service, and to make these gifts the 
more acceptable, they usually decorated them accord- 
ing to their different fancies, and from the variety 
thus exhibited, there appeared not two similar ban- 
ners in the whole'. Several loyal ladies too> both in 
town and country, displayed their taste in richly and 
fancifully ornamenting ensigns, to ingratiate them- 
selves with the people ; but many of them, not having 
time to perfect their chef d'eeuvres before the insur- 
rection was suppressed, have since thought it prudent, 
I suppose, to destroy these and the like specimens of 
elegant # accomplishment, at which I had opportunities 
of observing them earnestly employed, during the 
short-lived period of popular triumph. But now we N 
must return to events which occurred in other parts' 
of the country. 

After the battle of Oulafd which was foUght off 
the 27th of May, as already derailed, the yeOmanry 
distinguished themselves in the northern part of the 
county by "falling- on the defenceless and unoffend- 
ing populace, of whom they slew some hundreds; It 
being Whitsunday, the people were, "as usual, going 
to their chapels tc attend divine service, when iiranjr 
of them were led by curiosity, which is generally ex- 
cited by the report of fire-arms, to ascend different 
eminences, from which the dreadful and horrid scenes 
of devastation by fire and sword, prevailing through 
the country round, as far as the eye could reach, was 
prest*nted to their astonished aixl affrighted view ; 



[ 103 ] 

antf as tti different grotipes thus collected were per- 
ceived by the yeomanry, these pursued and cut then* 
down*. } 

G&eat numbers of people, taking their families 
an,d such of their effects as they could conveniently 
transport thither along with them, fled for refuge into 
Gorey* where a general panic however prevailed, filr 
thoftgh besides the yeomanry of the town, a part of the 
North Cork militia, under the command of lieutenant 
Swayne, together with the Ballaghkeen, Coolgreeijy, 
Arklow, Northshire, and Coolatin corps of yeoinel* 
cavalry ; the Tinnahely and Wingfieid corps of yeo- 
man infantry ; and a company of the Antrim militia, 
commanded by lieutenant Elliot, were stationed there; 
but notwithstanding, on a rumour that the insurgents 
were approaching, it was determined to abandon the 
towii, and proceed to Arklow ; but previous to its eva- 
cuation, eleven men. taken out of their beds, within a 
mile's distance, were brought in and shot in the streets, 
where they were left for dead j but si$ of them, reco- 
vered. 

On the morning of the 1st of June, an independent, 
or s&f-constituted body of insurgents, unknown to any 
of the three general encampments of Vinegar-hill, 
Taghmon, and Cafrigrew, proceeded on a secret expe- 
dition to Newtown-barry (anciently called Bunclody 1 ) 
garrisoned by the King's county militia, commanded 
by col. Lestrange, and the corps of yeomen cavalry 
and infantry belonging to the place. These insur- 
gents having divided into two parties, made their at- 
tack on both sides of the Slaney, on the western bank 
whereof lies the to^n, and of this they were soon left 
hi possession by the retreat of the military ; but they 
instantly proceeded to plunder, particularly whiskey, 
of which they drank very freely, and being thus re- 
gardless of the advantage they obtained, they afford- 
ed the military, ^feom they did not attempt to pursue,* 
time to rally and return upon them while in this dis- 
orderly state, so as to oblige them to fly with some 
loss, and precipitation* 
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0» this day also, a party of insurgents from Vme- 
gar-hill, proceeded to join those encamped atCarrigrew, 
whose numbers were greatly lessened by desertions 
for home. They were now however mustering pretty 
strongly all over the country, intending to assemble 
tfceif collective force on the hill of Ballymenane ; 
bnt while moving forward in a detached and disorder- 
ly' Ynanneiv they were met by a force' from Gorey, 
under tire commifntl of Ik iitenant Elliot, consisting of 
parties -of the Antrim' and North Cork militia, above 
fifty yeomen infantry, r arid three troops of yeomen 
cavalry. These, by preserving their order, had great 
advantage in this unexpected rencounter, over the in- 
surgents, who retreated with some loss and in disor* 
der ; leaving behind a great number of horses which 
were brought into Gorey, together with the plunder 
of many houses, which were burnt after despoiling ; 
among the rest, that of Mr. Kenny, a tanner and shop- 
keeper, confidently asserted to be a loyal man : his 
character however did not protect him, for he was 
shot in his own garden, and so fell a victim to the angry 
^discriminating spirit of the times, like many other 
innocent persons. This i3 very strongly exemplified 
by a transaction mentioned by the Rev. Mr. Gordon 
as follows. « A small occurrence -after the battle, of 
which a son of mine was a witness, may help \o il* 
lustrate the state of the country at that time,:— Two 
yeomen commin^; to a brake or clump of bushes, and 
observing a small motion as if some pcrsoi\s ( werfc hid^ 
ing there, one of them fired into it, and the shot was 
answered by a most piteous and loud screech, of a 
child. The other yeoman was then urged by his 
companion to fire ; but he being a gentleman, and 
less ferocious, instead of firing, commanded the con-^ 
cealed persons to appear, when a poor woman and 
eight children almost naked, one of whom was severe- 
ly wounded, came trembling from, the brake, where 
they had secreted themselves for safety." Indeed 
the settled practice was to shoo^ all men that were 
met; and by this desperate Fystcm, the most inno- 
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ce,nt aadr^aceawe. were generally the most likely ,\o. 

si]W?f.. ,'. ^ "''/. . " ' *' ' 

xJjrom tj^e inactivity of the insurgents encamped at; 
CarncVtiyine, occasioned in a great degree frof& tyeic 
want of. an/ ostensible commander, constant satyicfi 
were made biit of Jloss, and great havoc, ^devas- 
tation committed throughout the cwutfry. TJps^; 
occurrences produced a general meeting of, the p^inci:* 
pal inhabitants on the 1st of June* wherein. Mi> {3ag-| 
vey was called on to act as comman^e^ ia,phie,f, an& 
various other appointments and regulatipos^tookrpla^ 
for the maintenance and supply of the country., r £keda)fc 
after Mr. Harvey took the command. in person a^Gar^ 
rjek-byrne, where on his arrival, several fugitives ap- 
peared .giving dreadful accounts of .theft suffering* 
from £he yeomanry, and at the time £ev : eraj houses, 
were on fire about Old Ross. The commander in 
chief, instantly ordered Mr.' 'Thomas Cloney, with all 
the horsemen . that could be collected, to proceed 
against the depredators, who fled on their approach* 
arid were chased in full speed to Ross. , 

The people of the barony of Forth, having by this 
tlme.sumciently equiped themselves with pikes, joined 
the encampment now formed on the hilt of Carrick- 
byrhe, whither,,jt must be observed, the insurgents of 
the camp near Taghmon had shifted on the first of 
June. A small party from Wexford also denomi- 
nated the Faith-corps, joined the encampment on 
Carrigrew. 

Thk committee of general regulation appointed in 
Wexford, and already noticed, waited on Mr. Harvey, 
commander in chief of the insurgents, expressing 
their hopes that the service in the protestant church, 
which had been hitherto interrupted, might be np 
longer discontinued ; as they wished to do all in their 
power to dissipate religious animosities, by inculcating 
the absurdity of fear orT this account alone, and to 
undeceive the numbers of sudden converts who were 
applying to the catholic priests to be baptized, be- 
seeching in the most earnest manner to be thus re- 
K2 
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ceived inlo the bosom 'of the catholic church, from an 
idea that it was then the only plan of safety : nay, 
so persevering were the generality in their piteous 
entreaties, that the catholic clergy found themselves 
very distressingly circumstanced; for should they re- 
fuse to comply with the wishes and earnest solicita- 
tions of such pybtestants as offered themselves in this 
way, they perceived that they would be subject to 
the most violent animadversions for any fatal accident 
that might befal any of them ; and on the other hand 
knowing that imagined necessity alone was the motive 
of apparent conversion, they must have considered it 
improper to accept their conformity without serious 
and solemn probation. On this occasion, however, 
the humanity of many superseded the dictates of duty 
so far as to induce them to risque the profanation of 
a sacrament for the preservation of lives, and to dis- 
pel the dreadful apprehensions from orangemep ; the 
greatest assurance of not belonging to. that combi- 
nation being that of conversion to die catholic com- 
munion, which was considered to render any person 
inadmissible into an association which the majority of 
the people absolutely believed to be instituted for their 
destruction. 

A curious circumstance, however, occurred ij* 
Wexford at this time, which eventually produced a 
great number of conditional baptisms— A young lady 
who on first application foiled of persuading a oatho* 
lie priest to confer on her the favour of baptism, badth^ 
diligence and address afterwards to discover that the 
protestant minister who had undertaken to perform 
that ceremony in her infancy, had only filliped or 
sprinkled the water at her with his finger, and so i* 
was within the limits of probability, that a drop might 
not have reached her head so as to form an ablution* 
Being very ingenious and persevering in her arguments 
so as to appear capable of puzzling the nicest casuist* 
she at last made out her own a doubtful case, and was 
accordingly quieted by conditional baptism. When. 
the particulars of this transaction got abroad, the s«- 
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licitations to the catholic clergy for the boon of con- 
ditional baptism became considerably more frequent , 
the applicants quoting this recent precedent, and ad- 
ducing the hearsay evidence, and far fetched re ejec- 
tion of grand-mothers, grand-aunts, and othergrave 
and venerated relatives, with a long train of minute 
circumstances, to prove a similarity of cases, and 
claiming on this account an equal consideration* 
The epithets of craw-thumpers, qpprobriously applied 
to catholics for contritely striking their breasts at 
their devotions, was never more strongly exemplified 
than by these convert** Catholics strike ( their breasfs 
gently on certain occasions, anjl with the right, hand 
alone, but protectants who attended at piass in these 
times generally continued fo strike themselves vehe- 
mently with both hands almost during the whole ser- 
vice, I had the good fortune to prevent all such as 
consulted me on the occasion as to the expedience of 
conforming, by persuading them to avoid the disgrace 
of such a mockery ; and I haq 1 - the satisfaction after- 
wards to hear those applauded who. did not appear to 
change their religion, while those who turned with the 
times were reprobated, some as hypocrites and others 
as cowards. And in good truth, what favourable opi- 
nion could he entertained of such as did not continue 
faithfcl even to their God according to the dictates of 
their conscience* 

The military stationed at Gorey made constant 
sallies, in the course of which through the country 
they plundered and burned many houses, and shot 
several stragglers, who happened to foil in their way* 
This provoked the insurgents to vie with their oppo- 
nents in this mode of warfare, and retaliation has on 
this, as well as on every other occasion, produced 
many woefiil scenes. Enormities in fact were com- 
mitted on both sides, which, among their many la- 
mentable consequences, tended to exasperate the 
party-animosities already too powerfully destructive 
of the peace and happiness of the country. At this 
time reinfoccements.were every c|ay ^crowding, into 
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Gorey. Oh the* 3d of' June, gene'ra^bftirs 'SfrfVed 
there with- ffiteetr hundred men Titider'Ms'^tbtnmafrd,'' 
as did also colonel" Walpole from CamewV w{ieif6§ ' 
he had several times gone out to reconnoitre tWtarVfp' * 
at Camgrew. A determination fras' formed to attack * 
this on the '4th, witfcrMhe forc^tlren irr Gtfreyy 'wiffi ;' 
which the'- troops 'frSfe 7 Cat-new 'aha Newtowh-tte'frjr * 
w6re toco-dperVtey^o^s^to' engage the" insurgents - 
on apsides,- ahd*7fom'ft^ arVanr^merits, aittl tori- ' 
sidefingeHhe fot% that was te act against them, Bttle 
ddubt was^nterfained tjf their total and speedy defeat. 
The'army-frbift Gofrejr parched out at* the appointed 
tithe, '^ndforfneo* into* two divisions. The one un- 
der general fcoftusV took route towards Baltycanew, 
while "the" other, • commanded by colonel Walpole, 
proceeded -by the Camolih road directly to commence 
the conterted4tt*ack'on Garrigrew. The- insurgents 
ha*d, howdve-fV'teitt'dd HhH 1 post, : \pnd were 'in fitf! ; 
march towards J uorey,' when 'ifte'y Suddenly and un- 
awares fell in r ^itft^hk military* body under Colonei 
Walpole, at : % ipTdce 'calico* Tubberneering. The 
meeting was equally unexpected on both sides, and 
this circumstance, ho less true than extraordinary, 
neither party having any scouts, produced an instan- 
taneous and confused action, in which colonel Wal- 
pole was killed in a few minutes after its commehde- 
jnent, and his troops immediately gave way and fleo! 
in the utmost precipitation and disorder, leaving the 
victors in possession of three pieces of cannon, two 
six-pounders, and another of inferior size. The fate 
of this action w*as so quickly decided, a6 to allow ge- 
neral Loftus not the smallest opportunity of affording 
the troops under colonel Walpole any assistance. 
The loss of the military in killed was, taken altoge- 
ther, considerable, besides capt. M*Manus> lieutenant 
Hogg, and ensign Barry; of the Antrim militia, with 
many privates taken prisoners. The rest in the 
greatest possible haste being pursued by the' insur- 
gents, reached Gorey, which they as quickly passed 
through j but would, in "revenge, hare put the prison- 
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era in the town to death had they not feared jthat the 
delay it would occasion might cost them too dearly. 
This account I bare from a capt. of yeomanry, who 
opposed with .all his might the. perpetration of such 
a cruel and barbarous deed, and who, to his honour 
was incapable of countenancing such an atrocity un- 
der any circumstances. The retreat was thence very , 
precipitate to Arklow, where a council of war was . 
hastily held, .at which it was as hastily determined 
to abandon that town, and this was accordingly put 
into immediate execution. Some were so panic* , 
struck that they did not stop till they reached Dub- 
lin, but others stopped at different distances when 
their horses or themselves were not able to proceed 
farther. Gen. Loftus, on hearing the report of the 
cannon and other fire-arms in the engagement, not 
being able to go across the country, he proceeded 
round by the road to .the scene of action, where he 
found the bodies of many slain, apd did not learn the 
fate of colonel Walpole till he saw b«n stretched 
on the field of battle. He tfien moved toward Gorey, 
but thought it most prudent to alter his line of di- 
rection upon being* saluted by the insurgents with 
the cannon they had just taken, and which they had 
drawn up. to the summit of the hill of Gorey, which 
is immediately over the town, commanding it in eve- 
ry, quarter.. The general then marched to Came w. 
and from that.to Tullow.. The troops that had pro- 
ceeded from .Carnew in the. morning, to co-operate 
in the intended general attack on the insurgents at 
Carrigrew, did not return thither .upon hearing of the 
defeat, but made Newtown-barry with those- who had 
come out from thence on the same expedition. 

The insurgents were now in possession of the whole 
of the county of Wexford, except the fort of Duncan- , 
non, the towns of Ross, and Newtown-barry; and. 
were at" perfect liberty if they pursued their advan- 
tages to seize upon ( Carnew, and also to enter Ark; 
low, situated in the* county of Wicklqw, and what' 
consequences might have ensued are now incalcu- 
lable. 
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the evening before, did not stand in the morning of 
the day of action, so that even the division that com- 
menced and afterwards continued the assault, was by 
no means complete* numbers of those who constitut- 
ed it having also abandoned their stations, which 
were far from being adequately supplied by such of 
the two panic-struck divisions as had the courage and 
resolution to join in the battle,, then going forward 
*nd in its greatest heat. From this statement how- 
ever, it must apppear, that no plan was pursued in 
the attack by the insurgents, but that whatever they 
accomplished in the onset, must have been from indi- 
vidual courage and intrepidity. They first dislodged 
the army from behind the walls and ditches, where 
they were very advantageously posted, and on this 
occasion the cavalry in their charges were repulsed 
with considerable loss ; cornet Dodwell and twenty- 
seven men of the 5th dragoons, having fallen in the 
first onset. The military then retreated into the town 
through the Threc-bullet-gate, ^pursued hot foot by 
the insurgents, who obliged them to move from one 
situation to another, until they at last drove them 
over the wooden -bridge on the Barrow into the coun- 
ty of Kilkenny. The main guard at the market- 
house, however, consisting of a serjeant and fifteen 
men, not only maintained their situation, but even 
defended it with uncommon bravery and resolution, 
having two swivels to support them. Major Vande- 
k»r, of the Ci are militia, also continued the whole 
4f tiie day, v/ith a strong detachment of his regimen: 
•t his post at Trishtown, where lw stood pretty severe 
€uty, but not altogether so violent as it would be, had 
the place been generally attacked, according to Mr. 
Harvey"* original ph'T, this being the principal en- 
trance. 'When the insurgents had thus got posses- 
sion of tbe tnv.n, they fell to plundering and drink- 
ing, ov viii h tney berime so intent, that they could 
not be brought r?. vo fc! c«y up their advautage. In 
the Tncaii time the arp : -y rallied on the county of Kil- 
kenny siu^. of the bridge ; and although a retreat was 



1 US ] 

before determined on, yet they were induced to v re- 
turn upon perceiving that there was no pursuit, and 
besides they were powerfully instigated to this by the 
spirited exhortations of Messrs. MCormjck and De- 
▼ereux, two yeomen not'possessed of a^^or-"* - ' 



but the display of whose active courage alid^Qtrepi- . 
dity contributed in a great degree to tur# ifi; '$$£$ of 
Ihe day, and to whose real merit every prai^ isluisl- 
ly due oa this occasion, wherein few officer^ extin- 
guished themselves, as may be fairly cor>clude#. from 
the official returns of the killed and wounded, tgese 
casualties in regard to the officers not bearing due 
proportion to those^of the private men, whicti could 
hardly be the case had the former maintained ttjeir 
stations with becoming firmness. The county of 
Dublin militia ©n hearing of the death of their favour- 
ite colonel, lord Mountjoy, were the rest to renew 
the attack under the command of major Vesey. 
Their example was followed by the first of the troops, 
a*nd their united efforts shortly compelled such of the 
insurgents as were not too drunk to fly out of the 
town, of which they had been, by this time, some 
hours in possession. Having respired a little how- 
ever from their hasty retreat, .which in a great ^de- 
gree made them sober, they again returned to £he 
charge, and the contest which now ensued was main- 
tained on both sides with great obstinacy^, both par- 
ties being induced, by experience of the^fo^n^jjen- 
counter, not to relax their exertions. The inifejudi- 
ty of the insurgents was4ruly remarkable, as notwith- 
standing the dreadful havock made in their rank^b? 
the artillery, they rushed up to the very moutli^of 
the cannon, regardless of the numbers tfiat 'were 
falling on all sides of them, and pushed forward with 
such impetuosity, that they obliged the army to re- 
tire once more and leave the town to them- 
selves. But even after this they soon fell into the 
same misconduct as before, crowning their bravery 
with drunkenness. Of this the proper advantage was 
quickly taken by the army, who again renewed the 
L 
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attack, by which they finally became perfect masters 
of the town. Several houses were set on fire and 
consumed in the course of this and the former attack) 
but one of these deserves particular notice ; this was 
a slated house, four stories high, on the sunfmit of 
the main street near the church, in which seventy- 
five persons were burnt to ashes $ none having escap- 
ed but one man, who in running away was fortunate 
enough to get clear of the fire of the soldiery. On 
the evening of the preceding Wednesday, Mr. Culli- 
more a quaker, wishing to visit his family at his 
country-house, a short distance from the town, was 
taken prisoner, as he attempted to pass the patroles, 
brought in and confined in the market-house, from 
which he was not released on the day of battle, as if it 
were by the special interference of providence, for 
some of the military, when they imagined the day- 
was going against them, had resolved to put all the 
prisoners in the town to death, but when a partjr of 
those on guard entered the place of confinement for 
the nefarious purpose, Mr* Cullimore addressed them, 
with such an authoritative and impressive tone, say- 
ing, " You shall not shoot the prisoners ;—4her*. art 
* 4 some men here as loyal as you are,** This ac dress 
and manner of a better man than Marius, awed and 
overcame the sanguinary slaves, so that they retired 
without perpetrating the horrid crime of their bloody 
intent !*— ! — ! Some officers and privates of the king's 
troops, in the various success of the day, were in- 
duced, from time to time, to attempt a retreat to 
Watcrford through the county of Kilkenny* Some 
of these succeeded in their efforts, and from their 
unfavourable accounts of the battle, the Roscommon 
militia who were in full march toward Ross, turn- 
ed about for Waterford ; and even captain Dillon, 
with some of the county of Dublin militia, were in- 
tercepted and put to death in their progress, by the 
country people, who on sightof the fugitives and on 
the report of the success of the county of Wexford 
insurgents, were making every preparation, and neac- 
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\y in readiness to join them. The insurgents, being 
upbraided by their jchiefe for sullying 1 their bravery 
by drunkenness, made a third attempt to regain the 
town, and in this they displayed equal valour with 
what they exhibited in the earlier part of the day ; 
but by this time the army had acquired a greater de- 
gree of confidence in their own strength, while se- 
veral houses blazed in tremendous conflagration ; and 
the insurgents received an irreparable loss, when 
their intrepid leader, John Kelly of Killan, whose* 
dauntless valour on this day was but too conspicuous,* 
received a wound in the leg, -which put an end to his 
career of victory 1' Paralysed by the loss of such a 
man's exertions, and no longer able to withstand the 
violence of the flying artillery, the insurgents sound- 
ed a regular retreat, bringing away with them a piece 
of cannon taken from* the, army in th$<cour»e of the 
action* having lost one which they brought with them, 
together with some swivels and small pieces, which 
had been drawn' on for mere shew, and which could 
not be .of much use to either party. The insurgents 
after their defeat returned to their former station, 
having encamped this night at Carrick-byrne. 

The loss, of the army on this day, by official state* 
mem, is allowed to be two hundred and thirty, in 
killed, wounded, and missing ; but that of the insur- 
gents has been variously reported even by different 
eye-witnesses, some making it but five hundred, 
while others state it at two thousand. Indeed, it is 
impossible to ascertain their loss during the battle 
itself, as the number of dead ars said to be doubly 
accumulated by those who were killed unarmed and 
unresisting after it was all over. Many men had be- 
come so intoxicated in the course of the day, that ■ 
they were incapable of flying out of the town in the 
retreat of their associates, and several of the inhabi- 
tants, whose houses were burnt, and ; having there- 
fore no place to retire to, fell victims alike as stragg- 
ling insurgents, to the undistinguishing fury of the 
irritated soldiery y from which no person could escape 



I 116 J 

who was not called in military attire of one Rind ©r 
other. Several proposals were, made' t6 tfie - general 
W abandon the town afcd retreat to Ktfketthy, f, but he 
was determined to stand as long as he had 'a* man ta 
support him ; however, had the troops been attack- 
ed that night, the prevalent opinion is', they Would 
have fled. In the despatches published, thanks were 
returned 'to all cofrrmand'mg officers. The uncom- 
mon' bravery and exertions of Mr. Edward BevfctPux 
a^ppearfedso meritorious to general Johnson, that 'he 
was offered a ^commission in the army, which his 
mercantile avocations prevented him from accepting 

of. ■• ■ ; 

It Is an invariable maxim that cowardice and cru- 
elty are very closely allied. This was most strongly 
exemplified by the barbarous conduct of the run-away 
murderers who fled from the>battle of Ross toScHilla- 
bogue, where a 'number of prisoners were confifted* 
in a barn, to which these savage 'miscreants (having 
overpowered the guards, who resisted them as long 
as they cdflkl) set fire, and made every person with- 
in its walls* nearly eighty in number, perish in the 
flames. One hundred and-' eighty-four are confident- 
ly asserted to have been victims on this melancholy 
occasion, besides thirty-seven shot and piked j but 
then the same account states, that the bam was in 
dimensions only thirty-four feet long, and fifteen feet 
wide ; and it is pot therefore within the limit of 
reasonable probability that mere were so many, as 
they would have been so closely crammed in, that 
the cruelty of such confinement could not escape no- 
tice ; indeed, in such case they could scarcely stand 
together and respire. On the day foHowing, a pro- 
clamation, ^n the form of resolutions by the whole 
insurgent army* was published by the commander m 
chief, signed by himself, and countersigned by the 
adjutant-general, with intention to curb all exoes&es 
against life and property, and encouraging by e*e*y 
possible means unioft and harmony among all 'des- 
criptions of the people. I deem it necessary to in- 
sert it, and here accordingly it foHoYvs : 



Jf At a meeUug of the general and several officers 
*} of the, united army of the county of Wexford) 
«..tue following resolutions were agreed upon : 

"Resolve©, that the commander \i\ chief shall 
tt«senjl guards to certain baronies, foij the purpose of 
4 \ fc^ingi^g in ftU mea they shall find loitering and 
'i-4$U'y*ng,at home, or elsewhere; and if any resist* 
",,an£ftb£ given' to ttos* guards* so U»be sent by the 
" commanding officer's orders, it is our desire and 
" orders* thai such persons so giving resistance shall 
** be liable to be put to death, by the .guards, who 
" are to bear a commission for that purpose ; and all 
" such persons found 10 be so loitering and delaying 
" at home, when brought in by the guards, shall be 
" tried by a court martial, appointed and chosen from 
" among the commanders of all the different corps, 
" and be punished with death* 

« Resolved, that all officers shall immediately re- 
" pair to their respective quarters, and remain with 
" their different corps, and not depart therefrom un- 
" der pain of death, unless authorized to quit by writ- 
H ten orders from the commander in, chief for that 
" purpose. 

« It fcrafso ordered, that a guard shall be kept in 
" rear of the. different armies, with orders to shoot all 
" persons who shall "fly or desert from any engage- 
" raent ; and that these orders shall be taken notice 
" of by all officers commanding in such engagement. 

<< All men refusing to obey their superior officers, 
"to be tried by a court-martial and punished ac- 
" cording tQ their sentence* 

. ". It k also ordered, that all men who shall attempt 
"to leave their respective quarters when they have 
"been halted by the commander in chief, shall suffer 
" death, unless they shall have leave from their offi- 
" eers for so doing. / 

w It is ordered by the commander in chief, that all 
" persons who have stolen or taken away any horse 
" or horses, shall immediately bring in ail such horses 
« to the camp, at head-quarters; otherwise for any 

. Li 
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" hovse that shaft be seen or found in the possession, .of* 
"• any person to wham he does not belong, 'that person? 
" shall on being convicted tfiereof, suffer* death: ' .. -* 

•* Anj> any goods that shall have been- powdered 
" from any house, if not brought .in to head^uerftcrsy 
"f«r returned immediately to the houses? of owoears, 
";that all persons so plundering asaforedaid^*bally«ai* 
" being convkited thereof, suffer death* • • • ... * 

t^ It ; is also resolved, that any person or persons 
u ?who-sbaU' take upon them to kill or murder* any per- 
" son ©r ^prisoner, burn any house, or commit any 
"> plunder, whithout special written orders from the 
" commander in chief) shall softer death* 

' " By order of 

« B. B* Harvey, CGJrfmander in chief* - 
« Faanois Ba&e%, sec*andadjJ x 

1' Head-quarters, Carrick-byrne • . • t 

" camp, June 6, 1/98." 

A proclamation of similar tendency was issued at * 
Wexford on the 7th, addressed to the insurgent armies, 
by general Edward Rochei conceived in the following^ 
words: . 

« TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND.- * 

"COUNTRYMEN AND EKLLOW-SOLDIEBS \ 

« Your patriotic exertions in the cause of yo#r* 
"country have hitherto exceeded your most sanguiac 
" expectations, and in a short time must ultimately 
" be crowned with success. Liberty has raised her 
" -drooping head : thousands daily flack to her st»n~ 
« dard* the voice of her children evsry where, pre* 
" vails* Let us then, ia the moment of triumph, re- 
u turn thanks to the Almighty ruler of thejuwwse, 
« that a total stop has been put to those sanguinary 
« measures which of late were but too often resorted- 
« to by the creatures of government, to keep the peo- •* 
«* pie in slavery. ._,.'.,. 

« Nothing now* toy countrymen, appears neces- 
K gary tQ*3ecure the conquests you havcalready yiren r 
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<€'bat«tdffi^cit<obedfenoetD the commands of your 
<*iefaiefi ; forthrough * want of proper subordination 
« anddi^ipVme, all may be endangered. . 
» i **■ A^» «biaewcntfwl period, all Europe must admire 
*^tttfr posterity will read with; astonishment; the heroic 
'*3fc&*l£hieved by pec^lestrangens to military tactics, 
**iand taaviiig few professional commandees i? . but what 
"- power can resist men fighting for liberty i . • ..■.♦.!• 

rMiiip.the moment of triumph, my countrymen^ let 
^ not your victories be tarnished with arty wanton act 
"of cruelty: many of those unfortunate men nowin 
" ptisoit were not your enemies from principle; most 
w of- them, compelled by necessity, were obliged, to 
w oppose you : neither let a difference in religious 
« sentiments causvoa^diifcrence . among the people* 
'< Recur to the debates in the, Irish house of lords on 
" the 19th of February last ; you will there seeaipa- 
« triotic and enlightened protectant bishops (Dawn 
" and many of the lay lords) with manly eloquence, 
** pleading for catholic emancipation and parliamenta- 
ry: reform, in opposition to the haughty arguments 
"of the lord chancellor, and: the powerful opposition 
" of his fellow-courtiers, 

«. To promote a' union of brotherhood W affec- 
u tioa among our countrymen of all religious persua- 
" sioris, has been our principal object : we have sworn 
a ^ek the most solemn manner— -have associated fbr 
u this laudable purpose, and no power on earth shall 
w shake our resolution* 

: & Ta my protectant soldiers I feel much indebted 
44 fbv their gallant behaviour in the field, where they 
44 exhibited signal proofs of bravery in the cause, 
• -.*.'/ Edward Rocme. 

« ■ We*ffoti, June? 7, 1798." 

I should >hat«e mentioned before, that in the evening 
of the day «p»: which ths insurgents obtained posses- 
sion of Enniscorthy, a drummer of the North Cork 
mUitia* whj> had sop*©, time before .refused to beat his 
drum) wbe&,som* jtu%e, obnoxious to. the. people, waa 
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was he considered as the cause of their misfortunes ; 
but indeed they preserved no such delicacy with re- 
spect to the . characters of those .whom they consider* 
ed the promoters and supporters of their persecu- 
tions : they reviled them in the strongest terms of re- 
probation, and did not spare many of their lives or 
properties. 

The peace and quietness existing in the town of 
Wexford during the insurrection* except the little dis- 
turbance, now and again occasioned, by the vociferous 
commissaries from the camps, was very remarkable. 
. To endeavour to please the people, who were very 
vociferous against all those they considered as occasion- 
ing the cruelties practised against them, the following 
proclamation was issued : • 

"PROCLAMATION 

" of the people of the county of Wexford. 

. T « Whbre as it standsmanifestly notorious that James 
^Boyd, Hawtrey White, Hunter Gowan, and Archi- 
" bald Ham i It oil Jacob, late magistrates of this coun- 
" ty, have committed the most horrid acts of cruel- 
" ty, violence and oppression against our peaceable 
" and well : djsposed countrymen: now we the peo- 
" pie, associated and united for the purpose of pro- 
" curing our just rights, and being determined jto 
" protect the persons and properties of those of all 
" religious persuasions, who have not oppressed us, 
" and are willing to join with heart and hand our 
" glorious cause; as well as to shew our marked dis- 
" approbation and horror of the crimes of the above. 
" delinquents, do call on our countrymen at forge, to* 
". use, every exertion in their power to apprehend, the 
" bodies of the aforesaid James Boyd, Hawtrey White, 
" Hunter Gowan, and . Archibald Hamilton Jacob, 
" and to secure and convey them to the goal of Wex- 
" ford, to be brought before the tribunal of the peo- 
" pie. . Done at Wexford, this 9th day of June, 1798. 

w Cod sare the people*" 
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The country was so guarded, in every quarter, as 
to have a party stationed at every cross-road, and this 
service was allotted to the old and infirm, or such as 
were incapable of bearing the fatigue of marching ; 
but they were also attended by many others who ab* 
sented themselves from the camps on various preten- 
ces. . 

A -pitched cap being found in the barrack of Wex- 
ford, and an orange commission or warrant appointing 
a serjeant of the North Cork militia to found an orange 
lodge in the town, roused the people from the utmost 
tranquillity to the highest pitch of fury. After a Va- 
riety, of confused exclamations against the promoters, 
it was resolved to Clap the pitched cap on the head of 
the orange lord, who, they said, had been the intro- 
ducer of that system in the county of Wexford^ 
They accordingly proceeded from the barrack, exhi- 
biting the pitched cap on the top of a pike* display- 
ing at the same time the orange commission or war- 
rant, and were in direct march, with violent shouts 
of exultation, to lord Kingsborough's lodging. I was 
in the act of bathing at the time, and hearing the tu- 
multuous noise, I dressed quickly and arrived at the 
house along with ihem. I went up to lord Kingsboro's 
room and sought to appease the multitude by addres- 
sing them from the" window ; but this was not effect- 
ed till many of the principal inhabitants were brought 
to the scene of tumult ; when one of them, on pre- 
tence of looking at the pitched cap, took and threw it 
over the quay, and the hated emblem being no long- 
er in view, the fury of the people abated, the orange 
commission or warrant was taken from them, and 
they dispersed. 

From the great heat and violence of the people 
against lord Kingsborough, in consequence of reports 
of his cruelty and exertions in flogging, and the other 
modes previously practised for quieting the people, 
different parties, from town and country, frequently 
proceeded to the house where he was confined, with 
an intention of putting him to death, but the guards 
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always refusing to give htm out to them without an 
order, and during the delay thus occasioned, providen- 
tially for his lordship, one or other of the principal 
inhabitants, usually came up, and by representing the 
conditions, which had been promised him on surren- 
dering, they prevailed on the people to depart. Con- 
sidering the great fury of the people against lord 
Kingsborough for his previous violent exertions, being 
reported very cruel and sanguinary, his escape must 
be considered really wonderful, if not truly astonish- 
ing- 

. The insurgents in the different camps being in 
great want of gun-powder, without which they could 
not' proceed, remained stationary for several days, as 
the powder in Wexford was considered too little for 
its defence, and different reports were circulated, that 
it was to be attacked from the southern quarter. The 
demand for gun-powder, however, from the camp on 
Gorey-hill, was so pressing, that a barrel of it was sent 
thither from Wexford to enable the insurgents to pro- 
ceed to Arklow, which, on the defeat of colonel Wal- 
pole, had been deserted by the military ; but the inha- 
bitants of which, on being left to themselves, remain- 
ed quietly at home, imitating the example that had 
been set them at Gorey, before the battle of Tubber- 
neering, when they were forced and overwhelmed 
into the system of the insurrection* The (^avan mi- 
litia was ordered from Dublin to join colonel Wal- 
pole's division, then under general Needham, and they 
marched into Arklow on the 6th of June ; different 
other parlies of the military arrived there on the 7th 
and 8th, and on the 9th the garrison was considerably 
reinforced by the Durham fensibles, who suffered no 
fatigue in their way from Dublin, as they had been 
conveyed in carriages and jaunting-cars, pressed for 
that purpose ; the whole force in Arklow, amounted 
all together to sixteen hundred men. The insurgents 
had marched from Gorey-hill to Coolgreny, where 
arranging their mode of attack, they proceeded in 
two great columns, one toward the fishery on the sea- 
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sWe, an J the other toward the upper end or the town, 
the attack being to be* made on both ends of the town 
at once. The military, having full notice ot the ap- 
proach, were very advantageously posted, without 
which they could not have resisted the impetuous at- ' 
trick' made upon them ; however they were obliged 
to retire somewhat from their original positions. In 
a violent effort to gain the upper end of the town, the 
rev. Mi chad Murphy, who led on the insurgents at 
that side, fell, "and this stopped the progress and pre- 
vented the success of the attempt. Variously did the 
fortune of the day seem to incline ; it is necessary 
however to mention that rumours of a retreat of the 
troops were circulated, and that orders were given, 
and seeming preparations made for that purpose ; but 
this still appears a disputed point, and as the proverb 
has it " all is well that ends well." The insurgents, 
after having displayed singular bravery, courage and 
intrepidity, as long as their ammunition lasted, re- 
treated When that was expended, to their former po- 
sition, at Gorey ; and thus ended the battle, at the ve- 
ry moment that it is alleged the army had determin- 
ed to retreat ; and most undoubtedly my information 
warrants me to mention that some of the military had 
already retreated; and I cannot positively say they 
might not have good authority for their conduct. Al- 
though the rev. Mr. Gordon had documents from un- 
der the hand of a distinguished officer, colonel Bain- 
bridge, that sufficiently warrants the assertion ; it 
was however, generally circulated by many that were 
in the action ; and as, upon the whole, I would not 
readily admit hearsay evidence, but on the clearest 
conviction of the truth, yet I think my account would 
be deficient, if I omitted to mention an important fact, 
and upon which so much stress is laid, as related by 
Mr. Gordon. 

" Many instances might be given of men, who at 
the hazard of their own lives, concealed and main- 
tained loyalists until the storm passed away ; on the 
other hand many might be given of cruelties coramit- 
M 
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ted by persons not natives of Ireland ; I shall men- 
tion only one act, not of what I shall call cruelty, since 
no pain was inflicted, but ferocity not calculated to 
soften the rancour of the insurgents : some soldiers 
of the ancient British regiment cut open the dead 
body of father Michael Murpny, after the battle of 
Arklow, took out his heart, roasted his body, and oil- 
ed their boots with the grease which dripped from it." 
— Mr. George Taylor in his historical account of 
the Wexfordian rebellion, says, ** Lord Mountnor- 
ris and some of his troop, in viewing the scene of 
action, found the body of the perfidious priest Mur- 
phy, who so much deceived him and the country. 
Being exasperated, his lordship ordered the head to 
be struck off, and his body to be thrown into a house 
that was burning, exclaiming, « let his body go 
where his soul iV I hope that the writer was misin- 
formed, and that the noble earl, remarkable for his 
liberality to Romanists, was not the author of this 
act." 

The soldiery stationed at Ncwtown-barry, made 
several excursions, and in the course of their progress, 
some miles from the town, they shot every man they 
met, however unarmed and unoffending, and plunder- 
ed and burned several houses. The insurgents on 
Vinegar-hill, irritated by these excesses, followed the 
example, and day after day, made excursions from 
their camp to counteract the military ; but however 
it so happened, that they did not fall in with each 
other, as they proceeded on different sides of the Sla- 
ney, which prevented their meeting, although their 
depredations were in sight of each other; and while 
the one party was burning and destroying, what they 
considered enemy's propertyVin one quarter, the other) 
actuated by revenge, was committing like devastation 
in another ; and it would seem as if by preconcertjon, 
that both moved in different directions on every parti- 
cular day of excursion ; so that the only warfare be- 
tween them was an apparent strife, who should cause 
.the greatest desolation, or who should appear most 
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eager to destroy what was spared by the otheri so 
that the state of the country was truly lamentable* . 
, There were but few guns-men belonging to the 
stationary camp at Vinegar-hill, and an attack on that 
pos^t being apprehended, one hundred and thirty guns* 
men were sent thither from Wexford, under the com- 
mand ojf captain Murphy. These men had not ex- 
perienced any of the persecutions practised previous, 
to the insurrection, and were consequently untainted 
with the rancorous spirit of revenge which they pro- 
ducedTh other quarters. In short they were remark- 
able for regularity of conduct, -and they prevented a 
continuation of the cruel acts that had been hitherto 
perpetrated there ; for being shocked on the morning 
of the 10th of June, which was the next after their ar- 
rival, by seeing a man put to death, the Wexford-men 
would not witness such another scene, and they de- 
clared they would not permit another instance of the 
kind while they remained ; and their humane example 
shamed the most refractory, whom they awed into 
order, so that not another person suffered on Vinegar- 
hill thenceforward until the 20th. In Wexford, at- 
tempts were made to manufacture gun-powder, to sup- 
ply the scarcity of that article, which, however, did not 
succeed, for though it would explode, yet it was with 
little or no force. The weather continued remark- 
ably fine and serene, a circumstance very favourable 
to the insurgents' mode of warfare, as they had scarce- 
ly any covering but a few booths or tents not sufficient 
to contain even their officers, so that the camps were 
not much encumbered with equippage and only re- 
quiring the choice of a field, and should one not prove 
ample enough for their numbers, the adjoining enclo- 
sures were occupied in sufficient extent to contain 
them in the open air. 

The encampment on Gorey-hill had, by this time 
removed to Limerick-hill, and the army, which was 
now daily reinforced, made frequent sallies from their 
several stations and committed the most violent ex- 
cesses, putting to death every man who came in their 
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way, whether by- accident or otherwise, nor we're the 
insurgents backward in retaliation ; so that the situ- 
ation of such as were placed between the contending 
parties was truly phiuble ; being uncertain for an in- 
stant of the safety of their lives or 'properties, and 
equally subject to military and popular violence and de- 
vastation* Several strong reports had now prevailed 
throughout the county of Wexford, that the most des- 
perate atrocities had been committed by the soldiery 
• in their different quarters, and this rousvd the already 
.irritated passions of the people to revenge, so as to 
be .productive of many ianientaLlc acts of outrage, 
ever attendant on civil commotion, and keeping alive 
.those naelancjioly discords which never occur, in mo- 
dern times, between separate and independant nations 
,at war; and which all enlightened and humane, peo- 
ple so strongly detest and reprobate. 

Thk critical situation of the council,, as far as it. re,- 
.garded.the management of the , people them-sqlves, 
^Vay.be well exemplified by* the following.. occurrence* 
.The town. of Wexford, being in a state of the utmost 
tranquility, was. all at once thrown into. the most vjq- 
Jent confusion ,and alarm, by a great cavalcade coming 
into it, over the bridge, preceded by captain Dixon 
and his wife, who road through the streets, while he 
« with gesture and expression the most outrageous, ex- 
hibited afire-screen, ornamented with various emble- 
matical figures representing some heathen gods, and 
with orange bordering, fringe and tassels, which he 
represented a$ the insignia of an orange lodge, and 
the figures he tremendously announced as the repre- 
sentations of the tortures which the catholics were to 
: suffer from orangemen ; calling on the people to take 
signal vengeance, as he produced to them, he said, 
the discovery of the whole plot, found at Artramont, 
the seat of colonel Lehunte. It is impossible to des- 
cribe the Jury of the people on this occasion, roused 
to the most violent pitch in an instant, and only to be 
accounted for on the principle of their supposition or 
rather , persuasion of their intended extermination, 
which the sight of any thing orange awakened ia the; 
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most sensitive manner, similarly to what has been be- 
fore related concerning the orange warrant or com- 
mission, and pitched cap discovered in the barracks of 
Wexford.— -When captain Dixon had, by this infer- 
nal and tumultuous conduct) assembled almost all the 
inhabitants of the town, (whose phrensy, on seeing 
tbe orange ornaments, and hearing his assertions 
most desperately vociferated, it is impossible to des- 
cribe,) he proceeded directly to the house wherein 
colonel Lehunte lodged, fragged him out and march- 
ed bim down to the goal, amidst a furious and enraged 
mob, by whom it is wonderful that his life was spared 
at the instant. 

The populace at length permitted some gentlemen 
to address them from the windows, and it was a con- 
siderable time before they were able to persuade them 
that all their fury and madness had proceeded from 
the exhibition of a fire-screen, on which were repre- 
sented some heathen gods, and which formed part of 
the ornaments of a room furnished three years before, 
with orange borderings and trimmings, then consider- 
ed the most fashionable colour. 

On the 16th several people from the neighbour- 
hood of Gorey formed a small encampment on Ask- 
hill, between Gorey and Arklow, from which last- 
mentioned town, since the battle fought there, the 
troops issued with peculiar caution. On this day, 
however, a troop of yeomen cavalry had the fortitude 
to advance toward the little camp of the insurgents. 
This was, at the time, very inconsiderable as to num- 
bers, having no more than about one hundred men 
equipped or fit for action, the rest having either dis- 
persed or proceeded to Vinegar-hill ; and even half 
the remaining number precipitately fled at the ap- 
proach of the cavalry ; while the other half, armed 
with pikes only, stripped to their shirts, to be unen- 
cumbered in exertion, and ran in full speed to meet 
the yeomen ; but these avoided the encounter and 
expeditiously retreated to Arklow. The insurgents 
then retired from Ask-hilL, and moved into the coun- 
M a 
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try between Oulard and Wexford, and. were tftstr*- 
buted through the, different houses in that neighbour- 
hood. 

Early on tlic 19th, the encampment on Lacken- 
hill was surprised by a military force that came' out J 
frdm Ross ; and the insurgents, provided with little ' 
or no ammunition, and not apprehending an attack, 
were nearly surrounded before they were aware of 
th^tr sitoation. They were also but few in number, 
for although vast multitudes appeared in their encamp- 
ments in the day-time, yet they were almost desert- 
ed 1 during the night, as all persons took the liberty of 
going and coming as they pleased. But notwithstand- 
ing this and the sudden emergency, they effected a 
good retreat to the Three-rocks, without the loss of 
a man* This was contrived in a masterly manner, 
by the address of their commander, the rev. Philip 
Roche, who, being roused from his bed by the gene- 
ral alarm, ordered the foot directly to retreat, and hay- 
ing collected immediately round him the few horse- 
men that could be got together, caused them to seize 
on several banners, and keep waving them at differ- 
ent distances, as it were in defiance, so as to intimi- 
date the troops from making a sudden onset, and 
when he knew that his,foot were at a safe distance, he* 
and his few horsemen gallopped after them, so that 
by this contrivance, that might do honour to an expe- 
rienced general, he completely baffled the military, 
brought off his whole force entire, and. was himself 
the last in quitting the hill. 

General dispositions were now made 1o attack 
the insurgents on all sides, and the several divisions 
of the array had orders from lieutenant-general- 
Lake to proceed in different directions for that pur* 
pose* They were all to move toward the "important 
post of Vinegar- hill, occupied by the permanent en- 
campment of the insurgents, since the 28th of May, 
on the taking of Enaiscorthy. Pursuant to the plgn 
of a general assault) lieutenant-gen. Dundas proceed- 
ed on the 18th of June from Baltinglass to Racket's- 
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towp, whence hie was. to proceed, in conjunction with 
major-gen. JLoiius, who was to join him from Tuliow, 
with the forces under his command, to more forward 
to. attack rtt^$ insurgents, posted on Mount- pleasant. 
These seemed ( willing enough to engage, but the 
troops, were prevented from coming to action here, 
by Q.tfrftr orders from lieut. general Lake, who thought it 
more, prudent to wait the assistance and co-operation 
of his.wWle force combined, than to risk a partial en- 
gagement whkh might thwart or impede bis general, 
plan of operations. Major-general Needham, Who 
commanded in Arklow, moved on the 19th-1d fiorey, 
and on the next day encamped on Oulard-hill, whence 
he was to proceed to EnnisVorthy. Greater devasta- 
tion was perceivable from Arklow to OuTard, than in 
any other part of the country. On the 19th, major- 
generals Johnston and Eustace, after obliging the in- 
surgents posted on Lacken-hill hastily to abandon 
their situation, proceeded to Bloomfield, whore they 
encamped on the evening of the 20th ; while brigadier- 
general Moore reached his appointed station at 
Fooks's-mill on the same evening, and major-gen. sir 
James Duff, who had marched from Newtown-barry, 
took his station with major-general Loftus at Scara- 
walsh. In the course of the progressive march of 
these several divisions of the army, great devasta- 
tion took place; numbers of houses were hurried, 
and corn and various kind of property were plundered 
and destroyed, mostly at the instance of the yeomen 
returning to their different neighbourhoods. It is 
astonishing that landlords of all descriptions could so 
far forget their own interests as to join in the destruc- 
tion of houses on their lands, however they might be 
induced to hunt out their lessees, and to sacrifice 
them, and so put an end at once to their leases. — Yet 
many instances of this kind are related throughout 
the -country. 

According to the pre-concerted and comprehen- 
sive, plan of operations, all the generals arrived, with 
their several divisions, at the different stations to which 
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they had been ordered, on the 2<tth, .of. which, they se- 
verally apprised lieutenant-general Lake, who was 
himself, with his staff and lieutenant-general Dun das, 
posted at Solsborough^-r-The insurgents of the north- 
ern part of the county of Wexford had now concentrat- 
ed their force on their station of Vinegar-hill, and at 
a consultation of their chiefs it was proposed to make 
a general assault on the post of Solsborough during 
the night, but to this the people could not be prevail- 
ed upon to agree ; who chose rather to depend .upou 
their very scanty provision of powder, and wait for 
open day-light to engage. It is very surprising, that, 
considering the great courage, and intrepidity display- 
edby themin so many engagements the insurgents could 
never be brought to make a nocturnal attack wherein 
they must have inevitably proved successful, as the con- j 
fusion into which the regular troops would have been* 
thrown by such a proceeding, would reduce them to a 
level with irregular bodies, whose superiority of num- 
bers must necessarily have given them every advan- 
tage. On the 19th, general Edward Roche, and such 
of the insurgents of his neighbourhood as were at 
Vinegar-hill, were sent home to collect the whole 
mass of the people for general defence. Bythe march 
of the army in all directions, towards Vinegar-hill 
and Wexford, a general flight of such of the inhabi- 
tants as could get off took place ; and as the greater 
part of the county was now occupied by the troops, 
the whole population was compressed into a very nar- 
row space ; and at this time there was not an encamp- 
ment of insurgents in the northern part of the county, 
except at Vinegar-hill ; while in the southern quar- 
ter the small camps of Came and Rastoonstown were 
concentrated at the Three-rocks. 

The alarm was now general throughout the whole 
country.; all men were called to attend the camps ; 
and Wexford became the universal rendezvous of the 
fugitives, who reported, with various circumstances 
of horror, the progress of the different armies ap- 
proaching in every direction, marking their move* 
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tnetots with terrible devastation. Ships pf war .were 
also seen off the coast, and several gun*boats blocked 
Up the entrance of the harbour, which precluded the 
possibility of any vessel getting out; .so that Wex- 
ford was now on the brink of destruction, and the in- 
habitants without the smallest hope of escape. It is 
dreadful to conceive, and impossible to describe, the 
horrors felt by all who had the misfortune of being in 
the town on this most critical occasion. The melan- 
choly scenes of devastation perpetrated by the army, 
in. the country about Carmk-byrne, exhibited a melan- 
choly picture; and from the, commanding situation 
.of the camp at the Three-rocks, on the mountain of 
Forth, the general conflagration, .which was as pro- 
gressive as the march of the tropps, was clcaly per- 
> .(jeivabie. On. the. approach of the army, great num- 
bers of countrymen, with. their wives and. children, 
and any /little baggage tbey couki hastily pack up, 
M toward Wexford, as to an asylum or. place lof 
-refuge.; and the number of .these was encreased .every 
instant by the arrival of new .fugitives, ,who. described, 
in melancholy strain of lamentation, now their hous- 
es were plupdered and destroyed, and how they them- 
selves had narrowly escaped with life. from .the fury 
of the soldiery, who when thus. let loose and encou- 
raged to range over and ravage a country, become 
the greatest curse that can befal it ! ! I 

I must however observe, that general Moore did 
all in his power to prevent these atrocities, and got 
some plunderers immediately put to death ; but his 
humane and benevolent intentions were not so suc- 
cessful from the representations and excitements of 
the refugees returning home. It is much to be re- 
gretted that he was not afterward left in command in 
the county of Wexford, as he was ordered to Wick- 
low, where' his conciliatory conduct and -humanity 
were conspicuous, and will ever be remembered with 
gratitude by the people, who flocked to his standard 
for protection. Did Ireland .enjoy the blessings' of 
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•ueh rulers} it Would never have beeV Ifiv61ved iii 
such a dreadful situation. ->'••:.. 

. The Rev. Philip Roche, after having Settled thef 
encampment at the Three-rocks, came into Wexford 
and demanded all kinds of supplies for his forces; 
and as the inhabitants, (except the guns-men, who at- 
tended for some tirtie on Vinegar-hill) had never quit 
their homes or assisted at any battle, they were look- 
edupon in a very invidious point of view by the rest 
of the people ; who accordingly vowed the destruc- 
tion of the town if all its armed men would not ap- 
pear at the camp on the Three-rocks, early the next 
morning, and join in general defence. The Rev. 
general Roche, on coming into Wexford, was great- 
ly exhausted from his diligent and unremitting exer- 
tions in covering the retreat from Lacken-hill, and 
not having taken a morsel of food during the whole 
day, less drink than usual exhibited him in the course 
of the evening very much intoxicated. Of this man 
it is however necessary to say, that however appa- 
rently violent and boisterous, he was remarkable for 
humanity. He never suffered a man to be put to 
death on Lacken-hill ; and the following, recorded by 
the Rev. Mr. Gordon, is a most powerful instance of 
his benevolence—- After stating, that although *< Phi- 
" lip Roche was in appearance fierce and sanguinary, 
" yet several persons now living owe their lives to his 
" boisterous interference;" he proceeds to state, that 
" two protestants in a respectable situation in life, 
brothers, of the name of Robinson, inhabitants of the 
parish of Killegny, being seized and carried to Vine- 
gar-hill, some of their Roman catholic tenants, anxi- 
ous for their safety, gallopped in full speed to Roche's 
quarters at Lacken, and begged his assistance. He 
immediately sent an express with orders to bring the 
two. Robinsons to Lacken, pretending to have charges 
of a criminal nature against them, for which they 
should be tried. The miscreants on Vinegar-hill, 
who- were preparing to butcher these men, though 
they were advanced in years, and unimpeachabk 
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t ith any othex ^rime thaa that of parctesttntfom, on 
receipt of Roche's orders, relinquished their fury, not 
doubting that death awaited them at Lacken. But 
Roche, whose object was. to snatch these innocent 
men jVom the jaws of the blood-hounds, immcdiatery 
on their arrival at his quarters, gave them written) 
protections, and sent them to their homes, Where 
they were soon after in danger of being hanged by 
the king's troops, who were too ready to pronounce 
disloyal all such as had been spared by rebel parties/' 
But to put the question for ever at rest* whether the 
insurrection of this period was a war of religion, it is? 
only necessary to observe, that this was. utterly hn* 
possible, notwithstanding the fanatic deeds of some 
base and barbarous individuals, since the militia re- 
giments, who fought with such determined animosity 
against the insurgents, were mostly composed of ca- 
tholics. 

While the principal inhabitants of Wexford were 
in consultation, to which they were now summoned, 
upon the best mode of self-preservation and defence, 
the order for all the armed men to appear in camp 
by break-of-day became imperious ; and the outcry 
was so loud against the backwardness of the Wexford* 
men, that several set off immediately* The six small 
cannon on board the Guinea cutter were brought on 
shore, and their carriages being too small for land 
service* they were tied on cars and taken, thus mount- 
ed, by the sailors to the camp at the Three-rocks, 
where the scarcity of ammunition was so great, that 
not a charge remained for any other cannon. On 
this evening it was that the Wexford guns-men had. 
returned home from Vinegar-hill: and about seventy 
men from the northern side of the Slaney came into 
town during the night, and were lodged in the bar- 
rack by captain Dixon, who had been remarkably ac- 
tive in spreading alarm through the country north of 
the town, through which he had rode several miles* 
to induce the people to come into Wexford, as it 
were v for. general defense. Early. on the .morning. of < 
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the 20tk> the- drum beat to arms, arid all the armed 
inhabitants marched out to. camp; leaving none in 
the town but the guards that had been on duty since 
the day before. Some time after* I met capt. Dixon 
in the* street, booted and spurred* and, in all appear- 
ance, thoroughly equipped and accoutred to go out 
id battle : hte horse also stood waiting at his door 
folly caparisoned. Oil enquiry, however, I found he 
had no real intention of quitting the town. I then 
informed htm, that I was sent by the commander in 
chief to request his immediate attendance at the 
Three-rock6, but this he declined' obeying, and was 
at the time in the act of sending whiskey to the coun- 
trymen '\vhb were in the barracks ; and on my ex- 
pressing surprise that these men should remain in 
the town, contrary to general orders, he replied, 
that his intention was to keep these men in Wexford 
to replace the guards, who, he said, had never been 
in any battle", #nd must now go out, as it was but 
fair they should share hardship in their turn, and al- 
low some repose to those men who had been in every 
engagement. On this intelligence I immediately got 
on horseback and rode up to the barracks, where I 
endeavoured by every means in my power to induce 
the men to leave the town; and they at length seem- 
ed willing to consent : but on the arrival of captain 
Dixon, with the reinforcement of whiskey, they so 
far altered their opinions and inclinations, that I was 
threatened for my interference. From- the specimen 
of captain Dixon's disposition displayed by his con- 
duct to col. Lehunte, no confidence could be placed 
in him ; and seeing his influence over these men, 
who now, at his instance, absolutely refused to quit 
the town, measures of precaution naturally suggested 
themselves. After recommending to the guards to 
be vigilant on their station, which they were to quit 
upon no account, I gallopped off to the camp at 
Three-rocks, to request a reinforcement of the Wex- 
ford -men to be sent back with me, but which I had 
the greatest difficulty in obtaining, notwithstanding 
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jail my remonstrances, and was at last granted, ra* 
*her to get rid of my importunity than from any other 
reason! or motive ; as no idea of a massacre "was at 
all entertained. I was, however, allowed to take my 
choice of the Wexford corps, but on no condition 
should they be permitted to quit the camp, untft the 
whole remaining force should have marched off, as 
it was apprehended that if they were seen going they 
might be followed by others. Fearing the men might 
be countermanded, if I should leave them before the 
main body should have moved off, I waited for that 
event, which took up a considerable time ; during 
which I also procured a letter from the commander 
in chief, Mr. Harvey, directed to captain Dixon, or- 
dering him to come out to camp, as I felt earnest 
wishes to induce him to leave the town, for which 
purpose I left no means untried, but all without ef- 
fect. On consulting with some gentlemen in the 
Selsker corps, which was that I had chosen to return 
with me, as it contained more respectable persons, 
and protestants since in different yeomanry corps, than 
any other in Wexford, I proposed, that they should all 
take an oath not to drink spirits, until further orders, 
as I perceived some drunken men among them, who 
could not be depended upon. This plan was gene- 
rally approved of, and all were accordingly sworn, 
except four or five who were immediately sent off 
with the main body. This corps consisted of one 
hundred and twenty-five pike-men (no gun's-man be- 
ing allowed to return) and with these, having secur- 
ed their sobriety, along with the guards that had re- 
mained in Wexford, I thought to he completely able 
to keep captain Dixon and his Drunken crew of about 
seventy in awe, should they shew an inclination to 
be refractory. When I judged all danger of a coun- 
termand was over, I set off full speed toward Wex- 
ford, to announce this reinforcement to the guards 
there on duty ; but about half-way I met four pro- 
testant gentlemen, with pikes, marching out to camp; 
and as I had seen them before in the morning, when 
N 
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they declared no intention of this -kind, I expressed 
my surprise at their leaving the town, and insisted 
on their returning thither with me ; but this at first 
they refused, alleging that, on my quitting the town, 
captain Dixon had gone about the streets threatening 
<ieatb and destruction to all who would not immedi- 
ately go out to camp, which had induced them to set 
off accordingly. However I altered their resolution 
by calming their fears, and by shewing the letter 
from the commander in chief to captain Dixon, sug- 
gesting that they would still be on the best duty, by 
joining the men that were on their return ; upon 
which they promised to come back and give me their 
advice and assistance toward the protection of the 
prisoners ; in whose defence I declared I would take 
tip arms, which I had not yet done, and should I fall, 
I thought it would be a noble death to die on such 
an occasion* On this information I hastened with all 
speed to Wexford, from which I had been now ab- 
sent about four hours, on account of all the delays I 
unavoidably experienced, the Three-rocks being three 
miles distant from the town ; but how great was my 
surprise and astonishment on finding the latter taken 
possession of by a vast multitude of people, consist? 
ing of several thousands, many of whom were well 
armed, and in such force as to banish all hope that 
the small number of Wexford-men remaining in, and 
returning to the town, could, in case of need, give 
them any effectual resistance. General Edward 
Roche had, as has been before mentioned, returned 
home, at a very late hour on the 19th, from the camp 
on Vinegar-hill, to collect and lead thither . all the 
tnen in his neighbourhood. The number of these 
was now immensely increased by the vast crowds of 
fugitives driven, by the approach of the army, from 
about <iorey into the part of the country called Shil- 
malier. Through this quarter capt. Dixon had made 
an excursion, on the same day, diffusing. dread and 
alarm, and calling on the people to assemble for ge- 
neral defence at Wexford ; and unfortunately he was 
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so successful in Ins efforts, that on the morning of the' 
20th, when the people were assembled, and that ge- 
neral Edward Roche thought to lead them toward 
Enniscorthy, they peremptorily refused to proceed, 
representing Wexford, from the suggestions of capt. 
Dixon, as more vulnerable ; wherefore the general 
himself thought it more advisable to continue with 
this body of the people, now consisting chiefly of the 
fugitives from the northern parts of the county. These 
were continually relating their misfortunes, the cruel- 
ties they suffered, and the hardships they endured, to 
those with whom they took refuge ; which roused 
and irritated the populace to such a pitch of fury as 
admits not of description, and of which none but an 
eye witness can have an adequate idea. All entrea- 
ties and remonstrances to sooth or calm the exaspe- 
rated multitude were in vain : one man would roar 
out, that I had not been flogged as he had been } 
another pathetically related, that his house had been 
burned, and he had been driven to beggary with his 
whole family, and he would have the death of the 
person that injured him ; a third lamented the death 
of his father, another that of his brother ; others of 
their children ; and the appeal was made to me,. to 
decide on all their various sufferings and misfortunes ; 
while they perseveringly declared, they only wanted 
to be avenged of those who had actually done them 
wrong, and I was asked, if similarly circumstanced, 
would I not take revenge fos^such injuries as theirs ? 
Aft Eft the death of Mathewson, captain Dixori 
and his wife proposed, that those who were to be put 
to death, should be brought down to the bridge, 
thither the mob retired. Eighteen intended for exe T 
cution were first conducted from the goal, under a 
strong guard, headed by Dixon,- flanked' ty the two . 
orange informers, whom* he wished to exhibit as the 
grand support of his conduct. These rn formers were 
brought into a public billiard-room on the custom- 
house-quay', (and riot at all to the bridge,' to which it 
is adjacent) where iftey underwent ari examination, 
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at which BSxon presided. It 16' probable,' tlidf tBesr 
informers did not give information against ewy etie 
that was put to death on this occasion ; hat it isacertam 
truth, and an evidtnt fact, that the information of 
these men was esteemed of such consecjuence, even 
by such a sanguinary tribunal, that their services saved 
their lives. The fate of the prisoners was quickly 
dec idee], on their being conducted to the briclge, as 
the proceedings concerning them were summary in- 
deed. It was asked, did any one know any good ac* 
tton of the inttndtd victim mfUcient to save his life! 
.end if no ar.s'.vcr was made, the assertion of an indivi- 
dual of tc!k?e deed against the people, was conclusive 
evidence of £iii!t, and immediately death was the 
cor.sccp.'.c r «ce, en his primary denunciation by captain 
Dixoti. Some, howtter, escaped with their lives, on 
the interference of some person stepping forward in 
their favour. A few were shot, but the greater num- 
ber suffered by being piked, and some of those with 
aggravated circumstances of barbarity. All the 
bodies were thrown over the bridge, but neither strip- 
ped, nor their pockets rifted, which I should scarcely 
have believed, but that I have been positively assured, 
jhat watches and money were found upon them when 
afterward discovered. Captain Dixon sent from time 
io time for different persons to theseveral places of con- 
finement, and at intervals came out to announce fur- 
ther discoveries from the informers. This admirably 
suited his hellish purpose of putting all the prisoners 
to death ; which he might unfortunately have effect- 
ed, but that providence was at length pleased to inter- 
pose, while the minds of the populace seemed 
wrought up to the most desperate pitch of cruelty !— 
The reverend Mr. Corrin, who had been absent from 
the town.ttye whole of the day on particular duty, 
had but just returned when he was sent for bv Mr. 
Kellett, then on his defence at the bridge. Thither 
the reverend gentleman instantly repaired, and, haying 
thrown himself on his knees, entreated they might 
join him in prayer ; when he supplicated the Ataigfc- 
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ty, to sjiew 'the same mercy to the people, as the/ 
would shew to their prisoners ; and with that he ad- 
dressed them in such feeling, pathetic and moving 
•language) that he thereby saved the lives of several who 
had beet* just ordered to the bridge from the market* 
hoqse by Dixon* While the rev. Mr* Corrin was on 
the fatal spot, Mr. Esmonde Kyan, who had been 
wounded in the shoulder at the battle of Arklow, lay 
at the most excruciating torture, in a house at Ferry* 
hank, on the country side of the wooden-bridge ; but 
on hearing what was going forward, he instantly got 
out of bed, ran to the fatal spot, and, by his animated 
conduct and address, rescued Mr. Newton King, and 
captain Milward, of the Wexford militia, with some 
others, from the fury of the populace* General Ed- 
ward Roche, also, l>y his humane interference, snatch* 
ed Mr* James Goodall and others from the jaws of 
death ; while different other persons of inferior note, 
and some even of the lower class, interposed so as to 
save one or other of their neighbours ; and at length 
it pleased God, that this horrid butchery ceased ! 

Intelligence had arrived there of the approach 
of three different armies, one of which was advanced 
as far as Oulard, another had arrived at Enniscorthy, 
and the progressive"march of the third was conspicu- 
ous the evening before from the Three-rocks, by the 
insurgents stationed there, who on the morning of 
this day proceeded to meet it* The gun-boats on the 
coast also made a formidable appearance, as announ- 
ced by the men who had been stationed at the fort of 
Roslare, but who now abandoned that post and fled 
wto Wexford, bringing the alarming news that seve- 
ral ships of war, and other armed vessels were ap- 
proaching the harbour* By the time we had settled 
all matters, relative to our departure on this expedi- 
tion next morning) it was advanced in the night, and 
tfe. Wexford-men were flocking home from the bat- 
tle of Fooks's-miU* I had then proposed to go and 
consult the principal inhabitants, whose co-operation 
andajwistanee were.40 necessary in such an undert** 
"- N2 
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king", bat which I made not the least doubCef obtaJ»* 
ing, and took my leave of his lordship and tbe#ther 
officers, promising to return to them eaiiy on r the 
next morning. It was a considerable tiriie before I 
could collect a sufficient number of the principal in* 
habitants to communicate my intentions to them ; 
«nd, even when it was at length effected, their- con* 
fusion was such, that it was agreed to postpone the 
business until early in the following morning, then 
to meet at captain Keugh's house, where the subject 
would be taken into consideration by a general assem* 
bly, which could not be s»o well formed at that-time of 
the night. 

• About three o'clock in the afternoon of the 20th, 
the drmy under the command of general Moore, be* 
gin to march from its encampment at Long-gralgue* 
- the seat of the rev. Mr. Sutton, toward Taghmon, and 
htfd proceeded but half-a-mile, when the insurgent 
force from the Three-rocks, led on by their general 
the rev- Philip Roche, appeared in view at a place 
called FooksVmill. Each party immediately com* 
riienced the attack, which lasted with various success 
and great obstinacy, on both sides, for four hours* 
when the insurgents having expended the whole of 
their ammunition at the very moment that it is said the 
troops were on the point of giving way, thought pro- 
ber to retire r and made a good retreat to their original 
station on the Three-rocks. In this engagement* 
from the nature of the ground, the great body of the 
frike*men could not be brought into action, so that 
there were not more of the insurgents engaged, than 
about an equal number with that of the army against 
them, whose loss too is said to be considerably great* 
er than theirs ; but although general Moore's dis* 
piatches concerning the engagement have been pub* 
fished, yet the list of the killed and wounded, mention* 
ed to hare been sent with the general's letter, has 
been- suppressed, so that I have not been able to ob- 
tain the official account of this particular* The in- 
s&rgeivts, as usual, did not attempt to retreat until they 
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had fired their last sfcot, when two regiments uoder 
logd Dalhousie were perceived coming up to reinforce 
general Moore* The insurgents in the retreat* 
brought away with them five out of the six small can* 
nan which they brought out with them * all of which 
had been fastened on common cars with ropes, and 
the remaining one they lost, because the car upon 
which it was mounted having been broken by fatting* 
into a ditch> it was left there* The Wexford-men, 
who were in this engagement, attended their compa* 
niona to the Three-rocks, and then proceeded to the 
town, where they arrived late at night* 

General Johnson had smart skirmishing with 
tbe out-posts of the insurgents from Enniscorthy on 
the 20th, on his arrival at Bloomfield, within a mile 
of Enniscorthy* Early on the morning of the 21st, 
a general assault was made on the insurgent force en- 
camped on Vinegar-hill by general Lake, while the 
town of Enniscorthy was attacked by general Johnson* 
which he carried after an obstinate resistance for two- 
hoars, with great slaughter of the insurgents, whose 
defence, of the place was most wonderful, considering 
that they had but a few pounds of powder to distribute 
to their whole force on the preceding evening ; so 
that it is astonishing how they could venture, with such 
a scanty provision of ammunition; to give any opposi- 
tion to an army of great force, perfectly equipped and 
appointed, and abundantly provided with every neces- 
sary. Even on Vinegar-hill there where but two 
charges for cannon ; one of which was fired against 
the army approaching from Solsborough, and the 
other dismounted cannon posted at the Duffrey-gate 
at Enniscorthy ; and although a great number of can- 
non and bombs were fired from the royal artillery 
toward Vinegar-hill, only one man was wounded and 
hone killed by the shot from the ordnance* The insur* 
gents notwithstanding their defenceless situation, dis- 
playedvast courage and intrepidity before they abandon- 
ed the hill, which they^were at length obliged to do, and 
great numbers of them fell on this occasion* All 
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suspected persons, were put to death, in JSmViscoithyj 
and several houses were set on fire ; among the rest 
that which had been used by the insurgents asan hos- 
pital, which, together with all the wounded men in it, 
were totally consumed. A free passage was left for 
the insurgents to retreat to Wexford, as- the- dro&ion 
of the Army under general Needham, from <spine: un- 
accountable reason, had not come up in time, to join 
the. battle ; and from the route this division took, it is 
surprising that it did not fall in with the insurgent 
force under general Edward Roche, who was also too 
late for the engagement, as he 4>nly arrived just at 
the commencement of the retreat of the insurgents, 
which, however, he covered with his men, from 
Darby-gap, and restrained the career of the cavalry 
that were in full pursuit of the insurgents dislodged 
from Vinegar-hill. 

The news of our arrival having quickly spread 
through the town, numbers of officers, yeomen and 
gentlemen of my acquaintance crowded around me j 
some anxious to hear of their friends, while others 
expressed how disappointed they would be if hindred 
to demolish Wexford with all the concomitant hor- 
rors and atrocities usual on such dreadful and shocking 
occasions !— -Some had the savage indecency even to 
•mention some young ladies by name, who, they in- 
tended, should experience the effects of their brutal 
passion before they would put them to death;, but 
these intentions, they feared would be frustrated, by 
the accTTunt I gave them of the proposal and dispatch- 
es :— others wished the extermination of all catho- 
lics 1 

The insurgents were at length prevailed on, by th« 
incessant entreaties and exertions of their chiefs, t& 
quit the town of -Wexford. They row divided them- 
selves into two bodies : the one under the command 
of the rev. Philip Roche, marched into the barony of 
£brth, and encamped that night at Slcdagh; the 
other, under the conduct otMessrs. Fitzgerald* Perrj% 
and Edward Roche, proceeded prcr the bridge taPefc* 
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patcPs castle^ *where they took their ' stalloft -for that 
night. 

General Mooue, although he had orders not to 
proceed farther than Taghmon on that day, that he 
might co- operate on the 21st* in the general attack 
on Wexford i yet from the present complexion of 
affairs advanced toward that town, having perceived 
the departure of the people from the Three-rocks j 
and having been also informed by captain Boiirke 
of the peaceable disposition of the Wexford people. 
Some straggling wretches of country people were put 
to death on this triumphant occasion. All the green 
ornaments, that had been so conspicuously exhibited 
hitherto, were now tom down ; and some persons, 
who but the moment before appeared anxious to de- 
monstrate their friendship for the people, changed 
sides as quick as lightning, and endeavoured to ex- 
hibit every symptom of loyalty. General Moore, on 
consultation with lord Kingsborough, thought it most 
advisable not to let his troops into the town, which 
it had been determined to annihilate previous to the 
negociation, and in consequence of this circumstance, 
of which the army was perfectly aware, it required 
the utmost precaution to prevent its being plundered, 
sacked and destroyed, with the attendant attrocittes. 
On the "approach of the army too, all the wounded 
men in the hospital were put to the sword, and some 
of the straggling inhabitants lost their lives, notwith- 
standing the express orders of general Moore, that 
no kind of excess should be committed* 

Relying on the faith of lord Kingsborough's prot- 
mises* of complete protection of persons and proper- 
ties, several remained in the town of Wexford, un- 
conscious of any reason to apprehend danger ; but 
they were soon taken up and committed to goal. 
The rev* Philip Roche had such confidence in these 
assurances, and was so certain of obtaining similar 
terms for those under his command, that he left his 
force at Sledagh, in full hopes of being permitted to 
mum in peace; to their homes* and •wasjon tys way 
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to Wexford, unarmed coming, 1 as he thought, to re- 
ceive a confirmation of the conditions, and so little 
apprehensive of danger, that he advanced within the 
Jines, before he was recognised, when all possibility 
of escape was at an end. He was instantly dragged 
from his horse, and in the most ignominious manner 
taken up to the camp on the Wind- mill-hills, pulled 
by the hair; kicked, buffetted, and at length hauled 
down to the goal in such a condition as scarcely to 
be known. The people whom he had left, in ex- 
pectation of being permitted to return quietly home, 
waited his arrival, but at last being informed of his 
fate, they abandoned all idea of peace, and set off un- 
• de* the command of the rev, John Murphy to Fooks's- 
mill, and so on, through Scollagh-gap, into the coun- 
ty of Carlow. 

From the encampment at Ballenkeete, commanded 
t>y general Needham, detachments were sent out to 
scour the country. They burned the catholic chapel 
i©f Bellemurrin, situate on the demesne of Ballenkeele, 
*m which they were encamped, besides several houses 
in the neighbourhood. The principal of these was 
that of Newpark, the seat of Mr. Fitzgerald ; which 
along with all the out-offices, haggard of corn, by far 
the largest in the county of Wexford, a malt-house 
•containing fifteen hundred barrels of malt and a thou- 
sand barrels of barley, were entirely consumed j as 
were 'also the house, offices, and malt-house, contain- 
ing a thousand barrels of malt, at Ballimore, belong- 
ing to Mr. Edmund Stafford, mistaken, as ! have 
been informed, for the dwelling and property of gen. 
Edward Roche ; besides a great number Of houses of 
inferior note. .In short, death and desolation were 
spread throughout the country, which was searched 
and hunted so that scarcely a mart escaped ; and the 
old, who were feeble and decrepit with age, and who 
could not therefore easily move out of the way, as 
well as the idiots or fools, were the victims on this oc- 
casion ; as almost all such as had the Use of their 
limbs and intellects had previously made off with the 
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main body of the people. The dead bodies were to be 
seen scattered about, with their throats cut across, and 
mangled in the most shocking manner, , It is scarce- 
ly possible to describe all the horrors and devastations . 
that took place, as all the atrocities of war were most 
woefully exhibited. The fair sex became the prey of 
the lustful soldiery ; and female beauty, which at all 
other times may be considered a blessing, now became 
a curse, as women paid dearly for thsir personal 
charms, which failed not to augment the general bru- 
tality of these odious and detestable deeds 1, What 
must be the pangs of a mother on seeing her belov- 
ed favourite child, dragged from her by the ruffian 
hands of an unfeeling monster, glorying in his bar- 
barity, and considering his crime meritorious in pro- 
portion to its enormity ; spreading death and disease 
to the utmost extent of his depraved capacity ! The 
Hompesch dragoons are held in peculiar remembrance 
on this occasion* Indeed, the ferocity of the soldiery 
in general was such, at this period, that the women 
and children, through the country, even how* are 
worked up to the highest pitch of horror at the sight 
of a military man, as bringing to their recollections 
all the barbarous scenes of which they had been for- 
merly witnesses ! Notwithstanding the abominations 
of the vilest of pike-men, it is a well established fact, 
that during the period of their uncontroulable sway* 
no female, not even one of the wives and daughters o£ 
those whom they considered their greatest enemies* 
ever suffered any kind of violation from them .; and . 
their general respect for the sex is as true as it is- 
wonderful ; and their forbearance in this .particular is 
as remarkably civilised as the conduct of the troops 
was savage, sparing neither friend nor ,foe in their ln~ 
discriminate and licentious brutality 

The northern part of the county of Wexford had. 
been almost totally deserted by all the male inhabi- 
tants, on the 19th, at the approach of the army under' 
general Needham* Some of the yeomanry, who 
formerly deserted it> returned to Gorey on jthe 21st f . 
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of the army * but learning from the messenger Who 
drove them thither* that no oondttiohs whatever would 
be -obtained) he hastened with the: fetal news to Mri 
"Colclough. This gentlema*) had previously taken 1 
his wife and child to one of the Saltee islands, where 
he thought to have weathered out the storm of the 
•angry time in a care, iitfo which he had . gone for 
concealment* Thither Mr* Harvey now also resort* 
ed ; hut jthey we»e all soon discovered; and the raws 
*f their being taken arrived -in Wexford while they 
were cawroeying round to the harbour <in a boat. 
This attracted a great number of people to the quay, 
curious to see them- brought in, and amidst this con- 
tjonrse Mr. Harvey, and Mr. Colclough and his lady 
were fended. The .gentlemen were then led through 
the. ^gazing' multitude to the goal, where they were- 
«onfined in the .condemned ceils. 
•• A iconrt^mactial was instituted for the trial of pri- 
soners on xhacges of treason. The Rev. Philip 
Roche was the first tried and 'condemned by this tri- 
1>unai. Captain Keugh was the next put on his trial,: 
at which he -made a very able defence ; but was also 
aondenmed* The entrance of the wooden -bridge was* 
the scene, fixed on for the place of execution. The 
sufferers were ihauled -up with pullies, made . fast 
'with sqpes to m\ ornamental iron arch, intended foe 
Samps* ttnd springing from the. two wooden piers of 
the gate next the $own« The large stature of the 
Rev. Philip Roche caused the first rope he was haul- 
ed up with to breaks but ajnother was soon pro- 
Qjdred, and his life, was -encjed with double torture* 
The bead of capt. Keugh who suffered uiong with* 
him was separated from. hr$ body, and conspicuous* 
ly placed on a. pike over the front of the oourt-housev 
*J : heir. bodies, together witji those of others execut- 
ed at the same time were stripped fud treated with 
the utmost brutality .and indecency, previous to their 
hieing thrown oyer the bridge. ' 
,. Mr. O^qo an was -brought tp trial on the 26th,- 
li^.theevicljfcJH*, .which* he hoped to obtain of his. 



innocence, did not attend on account of the general* 
apprehension that prevailed. His trial >was therefore 
postponed, and he was remanded to goal. Mr. Har- 
vey was then put on- bis trial* which lasted for* the 
bert part of the day, and ended in his condemnation*- 
Mr^ Grogan's trial was then resumed ; but this he 
did not expect until the next day* and consequently 
he had not been able to procure all the necessary- 
evidence- ft was indeed prayed, that he was forced 
to join the insurgents, but this did not prevent a sen* 
tence of his* conviction : such was the idea entertain*- 
ed at the time of the necessity of public example 1 
The condemnation of these gentlemen was afterward* 
confirmed by the Irish parliament* which passed ail 
. act of attainder against them, and a confiscation «£ 
their properties; notwithstanding that, on parliamen- 
tary enquiry into the merits of the proceedings, it 
was r dearly proved, that the court-martial had not 
been even sworn i so that although their condemnation 
and the confiscation of their properties be sanctioned 
by law, yet the justice of the process is very* questions 
able, and the investigation of it will employ the pens* 
of future- historians ; parti cuarly- in the case of Mr. 
Grogan, who was undoubtedly sacrificed to the tem- 
per of' .the times. On the 2rth, Messrs. Harvey, 
Gorgan, and Mr. Patrick Pre ndergasr, a rich. maltster * 
in Wexford'weVe* ordered out to execution. .When 
Mr. Harvey ! ^$ bought' out of his cell, he met Mr. 
Grogan in the i£oal-yardy and accosted him in a feeT- 
fog affectionate manneV :• while shading hands' with* 
htm, he said, in the presence of an officer and sorncr 
of the guards, and in the hearing of several prison- 
ers, who had crowded. to the window*, " Ah I poor 
Grogan, you. die an innocent man at all events.** 
They were then conducted to the bridge, where they 
were hanged, when the heads of Messrs. Gorgan and 
Harvey were cut off and placed upon pikes on each 
side of that of captvKetigh ; while their bodies, and 
that of Mr. Prendergast, were stript and treated with 
tbs. usual brutal indecencies, before being least over* 
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accusers; who attempted at first towdrp, and sifter- 
ward to counteract his upright intentions," which those 
who experienced them can alone appreciate. Was 
the character of Irish men such as tod fnafi f ha*e beth 
led, from misrepresentation, to believe, would sueli' 
a.dignified character choose Ireland as htepluce of 
residence ? Does it not rather appear? that the resiilt 
of numerous trials, not only convinced him for the 
instant, but even left a lasting impression on his'. 
rnihdi' that the people of Ireland were goaded Into 
rebellion, notwithstanding the unnatural calumnies of 
thjose whose prejudice and bigotry, urge th^m to re- 
vile 'j heir country !!!,'„' 
~ I cannot om\i here mentioning the case of Mr. 
Vvalter Devereux,. who having obtained protections 
from several general officers^ had gone to Cork to 
embark for Portugal ; he was there, taken up, tried, 
condemned and executed. Mr. Gibson, a yeoman 
afnd wealthy protectant shopkeeper, and Mr. William 
Kearney, an extensive brewer, were summoned and 
attended at his trial, and proved that he was in Wex- 
ford, and even in goaf, at the very time tome soldiers 
<5f the "YVexford militia were shot thirty miles from 
that town. ; and the principal charge against him was; 
Aat he gave orders and was present at their' execu- 
tion, which some men of that regiment were harden- 
ed enough to swear ! ! ! I myself saw him in W«x» 
ford o'n the alleged day. He was also* accused" of 
aiding and abetting the abomination at Scullabogue," 
and tfcis charge was similarly supported by the testi- 
mony of some soldiers* wives ! and yet it is an un- 
doubted fact, that he was all that day engaged at the 
tattle of Ross, where he displayed the most heroicai 
bravery and courage, qualities inconsistent with 4hte 
odious crime it was falsely sworn he had perpetrat- 
ed!!! But what puts the falsehood of the facts all eg* 
ed against him beyond all question is, that after his 
execution another Mr. Devereux was taken up on 
Hie discriminating sagacity of the same witnesses, 
who prosecuted the former to death ; but who now, 
(as they said) discovered the right Devereux. 
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Ciiagefe burned In the county of Wexford and diocess 
of^eifffty with the dates of their ^respective coyv- 



Booter<ague Sfth May, 1798 

MagW; /tyth ^ r— 

Ramsgrange 19th June — 
nrumgoM 21st — j— — — 
•BtiRemorrift' do. — — •*— 
€orey '24th -Aug. — 

AnnaeaxraghSd Sept. — -r 

Craae trth — 

Rock , 12th Oct. — i- 

•fiaHedW 19th -* 

Ritterchapel do. -**** i— u~ 
vMoa»eea 25th — .— 
Oologue 26th 
KiHeveny 
Terns 
Oukrd 
Castletown 



11th Nov. 

18th 

28th 



l4th Jan.'ir» 

34flv Feb. -— 
•24th Apr.-—*. 

3d MlF~»* 
15th. 



.Ballegwrret 

'Ballinamona- 

Askasidre 

Muitiferon 

Moraraoliqg 

KUrush _____ 

Marshalstown 8or9June— 



TVftttifin do. 

Crossabeg 24*h- 

KiHeneerin 29th :- 

Monageer 

Kiltarley . 

Glanbryan 

Kaitti ' 

Bamntecfalsey 

GoHrtetmcwddylSAng. 1801 



1st July,—*. 
1st Oct. — 
13thMarch— 
3d Sept. 1809 



The .protectant church ef -Old Ross ^aa turned on 
the «cooftd of Jane, 1798. 

Th_es# end many 4Lhep *hoekin_g deeds could net 
have been- cdnsten% reltei)a**d ^throughout the conn* 
try, were the magistrates witting to do their. 4oty>; 
and^it as astonishing that the country genUeifte^pould 
so fer forget their own refcl interests, /which *Jfe su« 
p«n3eded by the nirrcw and Lprejwliced notions with 
which they tire blmdlblckd. 'It will scarcely be he* 
Hered that such ncegleet was .possible ; and the gen- 
denlen ihemstflvea will lament: it hereafter, when they 
?c<ime<to their 7 sober recoileotibne, iand feel the melan- 
choly effects of Tedious ;prejtidice, in the 'inevitable 
•Mnsequieneea^ leaving *iich acts •unpunished ; which 
although they did not actually comtnk themselves 
vet they hare eucburaged them by their inactivity 
«ad/nqgiigenee» 

It ib to be observ«aS that the insurrection *was 
*®*nfjte£afy suppressed in the county of Wexford, in 
&ne l798,:pBttrwoufi to> and during which period, fine 
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aarhoHc chapels appear to have been burnt* and the- 
remaining conflagrations took place when the country 
was not disturbed by any other transactions but these, 
enormities, perpetrated when the utmost tranquillity 
otherwise prevailed. Various depredations and ex- 
.cess.es .were also committed/ through the country.. 
Murders were prevalent, houses.. were burnt* and no- 
tices were posted on the doors of many catholics, 
desiring them to quit their habitations, of a similar 
tendency with those in the county of Armagh in the 
!y£ac 1795. . The notices iii the counties of Wexford i 
Uad^Wicklow, prevalent ui. I79a,_ tf$£, and. 1800, 
-jwere conceived pretty nearly iiv the following terms ; 
-" A ■ ■ • B- — —we give youitotice in six days to quit~~ 
~~6r if you don't by G~ we will visit -your house with 
\fire, and yourself txjith lea'd^We are the grinder* y 
Moll Doyle's, true grand-somSL .. . , % 

•- Courtxs-martial contiitped to sit in Wexford for 
nearly three years after the insurrection,- although the 
'regular assizes and general goal delivery Were* Resum- 
ed in the spring of 1799. Prisoner* confined in the 
goal of Wexford were parcelled out into different lots, 
to be tried' by 'thef civil andrn*Htary*ribunal^ accord- 
ing to the discrimination of the gentlemen of'. the 
country ! others have been arraigned at an assizes, ' 
and o^tle wing legal-cause, had .their trials put off to 
the iW&t, when the judge has caHed for prisoners Hot 
produced, although returned on *he crown-book, then 
- it has been discovered that they had been handed 
over to a military tribunal, and according to their 
Sentences had been transported or hanged..- With, 
the utmost respect -and Veneration, I look up' to that 
great bulwark of- the constitution, trial by- jury*; 
and shall always esteem juries less liable to bias, than . 
any other mode of trial. However, it so < came to 
pass in the county of Wexford, irom various occur- 
rences that took place, that many prisoners prefered 
to be tried by a military rather than a civil .tribunal, 
' which the conduct of sir James Fowlis contributed to 
inculcate*: It would however, be great injustice not. 
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^o mention that the judges of the reality who presided 
in the criminal court in Mfexford, distinguished them* 
selves, by. their benevolent humanity, and the most 
liberal construction of the amnesty bill ; and when* 
ever religious prejudice or party spirit broke out, 
they were not backward in expressing their dissatis-* 
faction j they supported their just judgment witfc^ 
manly dignity, and by their recommendations rescu- 
ed some -from execution, on whom the laws of tfie. 
land obliged ihem to pronounce sentence? and thus 
were actuated by the godlike virtues of justice ancl 
mercy. I most sincerely .hope no other opportunity 
may ever occur of making any comparison between* 
courts-martial and trial by jury* God grant that juries' 
will ever hold in their minds the true spirit of im-' 
partiality, and then we shall ever consider, them as* 
the true basis of a free constitution. 

Another kind of depredators made their appear- 
ance in the county of Wexford in the course of the 
winter of 1795 and 1799 : they assembled m the wood 
of Kilaughrim, between Enniscorthv and Scollagh- 
gap, and were denominated among other appellations 
" the babes ojf the wood.** Independent of some out- 
standing, insurgents, deserters from different regi*' 
ments associated in this band ; and they levied small 
contributions throughout the country. Those imme- 
diately in their vicinity were to supply their quota in. 
provisions; while those at a distance were called upon 
for money, which was supplied in general without" 
opposition, to -avoid greater violation ; as .theyj for 
the most part, behaved civilly if freely given, and 
did not at all pursue the merciless conduct of the de- 
predators already noticed* . 

DiffmEnt military detachments Were Sent out 
from Ross aid Enniscorthy, arid these endeavoured 
to surround the extensive woods ofKilaughrim* sup- 
posed to contain them, but their efforts proved fruit* 
less, as they never could come up with the babes in 
the wood; who generally had a rendezvous in the 
eight, and dispersed towards morning, into such a 



' variety of lurking- places, that but few- of them- i 
apprehended, and though several plan* for tfeeir anni- 
hilation were contrived, they all 1 proved ineffectual. 
The activity of brigade-major Fitzgerald was again 
^called forward, and he brought them, to a consent of 
surrender ; but, however, since the recall of general 
Hunter, who would have immediately put a final stop 
to their proceedings. (His absence on this occasion 
was. productive of serious evil ;) for instead of the 
babea of the wood surrendering on condition of being 
suffered to enlist in the army, they continued their 
predatory system, during which they were occasion- 
ally visited by Holt and Hackett, and some of their 
associates ; but most of them at last surrendered 
to capt. Robinson of the South Cork militia* Some 
of these were sent to Prussia, others enlisted into 
different regiments and some were executed at New- 
town-barry. A few who did not surrender, not think- 
ing it prudent to continue in their old haunts, aban- 
doned the county of Wexford, and joined the marau- 
ders in the county of Wicklow. 

My real object and earnest wishes are for concili* 
ation ; but if a doubt can possibly arise respecting 
my statements, I can only say that I could detail 
more numerous enormities than I have, and of which 
I entertain as little doubt as of those I have related. 
I have therefore confined myself to facts and circum- 
stances vouched to me beyond the possibility of doubt, 
for which I can produce good authorities, and on this 
occasion limit my narrative to my, native district, 
where my local and personal knowledge were least 
liable to deception or misinformation ; and should the 
members of both houses of the imperial parliament 
<)eem it necessary, in their wisdom, to investigate 
the truth decisively, I will stake my existence, that 
my relation shall L*e found, op an impartial scrutiny, 
extremely moderate. 



TO THE READER. 



FROM the appendix to Mr. Hays' History, tns 
Editor has extracted the following speech qf Captain 
Sweetman y illustrative of the depressed state of Ireland, 
and ike keen sensibilities which for five or six years 
previous to the insurrection appear to have accompanied 
the impolitic degradation of the Roman Catholics in that 
kingdom. — Other documents which follow, taken from 
tfte same book)- will no doubt, to the curious reader 3 be 
considered worthy ofperusaU 

The Rditor has closed his appendix to Hays narra- 
tive with some further particulars ^qf the bloody scene at 
the bridge in Wexford — The account of it at page 135, 
by a mistake omitted some interesting particulars*— 
Whilst we abhor the cruelties with which the govem m 
ment desolated Ireland at that melancholy period, our 
sympathy must be highly awakened at the distressful 
and sanguinary deeds perpetrated by the Insurgents at 
the bridge*— The horrid law of retaliation in civil wars 
frequently provokes atrocious action* which are a stain 
to humanity. 
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lie hopes and desires. You will not expect brilliant 
remarks and exquisite deductions of reasoning froi$ 
a man born a victwi to thtifiofiery la?us y and driven at 
an early period into foreign climes for prohibited, im- 
perfect education and scanty bread. I shall speak 
like a soldier, with candour and with frankness, yet 
'with respect and a fear of offending, unmoved by 
slander, uninfluenced by any thing but truth* Truth 
is libel, faction, sedition* and treason in the eyes of 
those who live by its opposite, but it is the only cri- 
terion of honest**, the only basis' of lasting* settlement 
to your country, and every iovei of it should utter it 
with courage, and hear it with p.uicnce. I belong 
t6 no party ; 1 am an Irishman ; I care as little for 
thus:* who art in as ftr tlwe who a**e o*.:t : I am tl.e 
humble, 1 but tl j sincere and invbiju^hl advocate of a 
woe-worn people. , I therefore conjure you to hear 
me, and forgive my inaccuracies and inexperience in 
speaking. , I know that, .honored names, illustrious 
patriots,, characters* which Ireland niusj. ever revere 
and love, men who led her to freedom and to fame, 
one of whom (Mr, Ogle) I behold in ^us assembly 
with many mixed sensations, and who won the princi- 
ple of prosperity from our common tyrants, a princi- 
ple which remains a dead letter without the union of 
your people ; I know, I s:\y* that some of these differ 
in opinion with the persons whom I take to be the 
best and most enlightened friends of Ireland : I know 
this, and I lament it, and in it I lament the deplora- 
ble inconsistency of human nature, with the same 
poignancy that I lament the unaccountable but most 
certain -fact, that the wise, the virtuous, the philoso- 
phic, the magnanimous Julian was a persecutor. In 
the face of those men whom I revere, as I hope I 
should in the face of death, I venture to stand for- 
ward the advocate of this woe-worn people, because 
I think it is for the honor of the Irish crown, for the 
credit and consistency of protestantism, for the pros- 
perity and fame of your country, that British prto" 
. lege* should Is restored to alf, who are the support" 
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crs of British and Irish freedom. I wish for equal 
fate and equal freedom to every loyal subjectin his 
majesty's dominions. Upon no other terms do I 
wish Ireland connected with any country. Upon 
those conditions I wish it for ever confederated with 
England. Those objects cannot be attained till ca- 
tholics are emancipated, and catholics cannot be eman- 
cipated till they obtain the elective franchise, and an 
equal participation of the benefits of trial by jury* 
Whilst their liberties, their properties, and their lives 
are at the mercy of those over whom they have no 
controul, nor can acquire a controul, it will not be 
contended the catholics are free. Taxed without- be- 
ing represented, bound without their consent, and 
tried by their su/ieriors the protestants, and not by 
their peers, their situation is the very definition of 
slavery, unmitigated, unqualified by any thing, but a 
fleeting liberality -which may perish with the fashion 
of the hour. 

I have said it was for the honor of the Irish crown, 
that catholics should be emancipated, because I con- 
ceive that honor to be deeply interested in, and in- 
separably interwoven with the question. The honor 
of the Irish crown has been perpetually violated by a 
fierfietual breach of "faith with the Irish, ever since 
our English ancestors first landed in this island. 
They were induced to come hither by a tyrant and a 
ravisher, and their political conduct and yotir.'s (for 
we have been all guilty alike) has never once be- 
lied the principles of their introducer. Henry 
the second, granted the Irish the common law of 
England, and they gratefully received and swore to 
the pbservance of i(. They in justice, became eri- 
titled to the benefit of that law. — Instead of this, every 
means which fraud could invent, aivarice suggest, or 
violence enforce were employed to plunder and de- 
stroy the brave and simple aborigines of the isle, 
whilst the duty of their kings, whom they had sworn 
to obey, and who from that instant were bound to 
protect them, slumbered or rather presided Over the** 
P 3 
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cruel outrages upon human nature. . Sir John Oasis 
says, the old Irish were out of the protection tf the 
lam>i so that any Englishman might oppress, spoil, or 
murder them with impunity. Sir John was certainly 
possessed of a better understanding) and had mora 
honesty than most Englishmen, who have ever bless- 
ed us with their presence in this island : yet he was 
an Englishman, that is, a foe to Irish Jreetfopt, and 
wished to throw the whole blame of those horrible 
and absurd oppressions, as Hume phrases them, upoa 
the English settlers. Those settlers were guilty of 
innumerable villainies to the ancient Irish; yet they 
wished not that their enmities should be immortal* 
like modern settlers, but sought at last to bury all 
animosity in the mutual peace and harmony of a final 
coalition and incorporation. What did the English- 
Irish king of the day ? Alarmed at this insipient in- 
corporation, and prospect of happiness held out to 
the people, he dispatches his grandson, Lionel, duke 
of Clarence, to counteract it, and to revive the dying 
embers of civil discord. This prince passed the: 
famous statutes of Kilkenny, so much extolled by 
England^ and the slaves, of England, that once more 
sowed the seeds of that everlasting hostility, which 
divided the sons of Ireland from each other, and has 
subsisted in, one horrid shape or other to this very 
day. The English settlers inflamed by those diabo- 
lical laws, became the executioners of English ven- 
geance and hatred, and the base procurers to English 
passions. >Tbe proscribed natives were driven into 
rebellion, and then dispossessed of their property for 
the unavoidable effects of the crimes of their oppress- 
ors* You see I feel little propensity to canonize the 
vices and follies of my ancestors, like some noble 
lords,* who might justify the massacre of St. Bar- 
tholomew's day and the fires of Smithfteld upon the 
same silly principle of mistaken pride. Near four 
hundred years passed away, during this dreadful 

■ i 1 1 p ■ ' i ■ i ■ ' ■ ■ . 
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scene* of misery, rapine and blood, in aH which pe- 
riod, every virtue was invoked, whilst every crime 
was perpetrated* The sword of war was at length 
tficatked and the sword of justice commenced the 
work, of ext/exminaHonm The English bow availed 
theinseivcs of every chicanery of law to oust the na* 
tires from their remaining lands. They did this 
Without danger, for they did it with fraud, by the 
safe and Woodless methods of statutable plunder. In 
these iniquitous proceedings they were sanctioned by 
their king, the king of Ireland ! This royal miscre- 
ant confiscated six entire counties without having 
found or looked for an evidence of guilt, whilst he 
boasted of his descent from the ancient inhabitants 
whom he spoiled. Subsequent kings, have not been 
less faithless to Ireland. The insincerity and tyranny 
of the blessed martyr— the profligacy and ingratitude 
of Charles the second— the holy impositions—the 
cowardice and bigotry of James have been all equally 
fatal to— -all equally levelled against Ireland. You* 
glorious deliverer's open and avowed suppression of 
our native vndfavourite manufacture will be no recom- 
mendation to any body who is a lover of Ireland. 
That he confirmed you in your estates, is partly true * 
bet fc is much^more true, that you dearly -bought that 
advantage by the sacrifice of the independence, trade, 
commerce, manufactures, prosperity, and name of 
your country. He drove a Dutch bargain with 
you, and yqu bartered your freedom for a paltry con* 
sjderation* You and the catholics since have been set 
at variance, in order to govern you with a more easy 
iniquity, contrary to the duty and honor of your kings 
— 4he solemn faith of treaties has been violated by the 
bouse of Hanover, in the first of George the second, by 
which the catholics were deprived of the elective 
franchise, their unalienable right*— the price of their 
blood— ^he honorable condition of their capitulation at 
Limerick. — I therefore say, it is for the honor of the 
Irish crown, that King George the third should repair 
the wrongs of his predecessors to a loyal and unfor- 



virtue. Judge then, if the ceatimiafcion of t thkr ; v?!e 
system can do credit to the protestant religion. No! 
«— -it takes from you at once all pretensions to protes- 
tantism and Christianity. 

It is equally fatal to the prosperity and fame of 
your country in every particular. It has been truly 
said, that oppression is a smothered vjarfkre: it an* 
nihilates the peace and comfort of society* Can the 
protestant esteem the catholic he dooms to slavery I 
Can the catholic love his oppressor ? They are both 
hypocrites if they pretend to it. They must in the 
present state of things most inevitably hate and fear 
one another. It is the law of nature, which laughs 
to scorn the unnatural institutions of man, and what 
can you expect from such a situation ? Does not the 
tranquility of your country hang by a thread, and are 
you still determined to leave it in. this feverish tremu- 
lous existence? You have been bred in a contempt 
for catholics* a contempt originally instilled by your 
oppressors, the English, and which they are by no 
means sparing of to yourselves. And indeed none of 
us h#ve been 'totally wronged by our land and affec- 
tionate sister : for we have mot respected ourselves. 
America has respected herself, and therefore -she is 
respected. She has performed a very arduous task : 
she has taught Englishmen manners. But the En- 
glish have grossly deceived 3 ? ou in their description of 
your countrymen. They have refused them credit 
for every good quality, and fixed the stigma of every 
bad one upon them. They have denied them cou- 
rage and understanding, that they might persuade 
them and the world that they had neither sense to per- 
ceive, nor spirit to assert their rights. But I tell 
you again, they have -grossly deceived you. There is 
not in Europe a nobler peasantry than the peasantry of- 
Ireland^ the great body of the people you have en- 
slaved. The English began their system of calumny 
against the Irish, not before they began to despoil 
them. Had they reported them as an innocent* peo- 
ple, they would have wanted a pretext &>r their un* 



deong. . You -wfltfind the proof of this in the venerai- 
bie Bede, who loads them with the highest praise, and 
the lying Giraldus Cambrensis, who covers them 
with foul reproach* Sir John Davis acknowledges 
tbi*>ra<e of men to be endued with extraordinary 
abilities of mind and body ; and there is no people 
under heaven who love equal and indiffeVent justice 
better than the Irish. The enlightened doctors 
Young and Campbell do them thcsame justice. The 
immortal Swift, in a posthumous work which has : 
lately appeared, declares that the common Irish who 
understand English, have a much better taste for rea- 
son and raillery, than the English of the same descrip- 
tion. Lord Chesterfield and! Adam Smith call them 
the moat able-bodied and handsome men in Europe. 
Camden testifies, that they are incredibly active, in* 
gcmvu* and warlike* British adjutants inform you 
that they are made soldiers sooner than any 
subjects in the three kingdoms ; and America, "Hin- 
dostan and Europe bear witness to the ardour and 
firmness of their courage. - See then the gallant race 
of men you have to govern, and reflect how you have 
governed them ! You have endeavoured to unman 
them* and reduce them to the level of the beasts that 
perish. Bereft by law of almost every stimulus to 
industry, precluded from education, foreign and do* 
ntestic, from conjugal connection with their favoured 
brethren*- from every blessing civil and political, it is 
a-mkacle that they have retained any thing human but 
the shape* The prototype of your policy, Machiavel, 
in : the eigth chapter of his Prince, lays it down as a 
maxim, that cruelty may be necessary in a recent 
settlement acquired by war and crimes, but if pro- 
longed beyond that necessity, that it ultimately proves 
th$ Jtwn. of its upholders. You have outstripped your 
model 2 take care how you verify his prophetic ob- 
servation. • When the city of Sparta was overthrown 
bje an^eartbquake, the Helots surveyed the visitation 
wkn rapture, and redoubled the horrors of the cala- 
nitfi Yaur^protestant settlement is secure beyond 
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the probability, nay the possibility of dangers, 4f yoa 
do not continue the temptation, and the language of 
the constitution might add tuje duty to uproot it, in 
the hearts of those whom you mean to destroy. You 
have nothing to, fear from those miserable, beings 
whose ancestors estates the chance of war delivered 
into your hands one hundred and thirty-eight year* 
since* Most of them have perished in exile and in 
want. Some of;. them are fighting the battles of fo. 
reign kings, being incapacitated even from dying for 
their own* Their sad remains are the porters of your 
towns, the clowns of your country* and beggars of 
your streets. They do not look for power ; they ask 
but leave to die. The catholics have given you every 
security which the most solemn declarations can give: 
you have a much better security in their uniform de* 
xrieanor, and still a better in their interest, that in- 
terest 

Which like the sword qfkings^ . 
la the last reason of all things. 
It is the interest of every honest and independant 
mind in Ireland, that- the smothered warfare of op- 
pression should cease? that the feelings, the preju- 
dices, the passions, the faculties of ail should be col- 
lected into one common focus to cheery reanimate 
and illumine this aggrieved, palsied, and long be- 
nighted country. Have you not had enough of ven- 
geance and petty despicable monopoly, and are you 
still resolved to persist in it even at the expence of 
your own well-being, and honour ? Is riot your coun- 
try a prey to foreigners through the imbecility en- 
tailed upon it, by emasculating four-fifths of your 
people ? Were the provisoes, indulgences, " and 
. mortmains of popery in any degree so pernicious; as 
the ruin and ignominy of English influence ? Impos- 
tors deUidc you, whilst they are practising ancient 
villainies under new names. Does not this influence 
yearly drain you of two-thirds of your whole revenue? 
Does it not send undeserving viceroys to rule over 
you to the degradation of your own nobility, many of 
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whom were known in Europe long before the great 
majority of the present English nQbility had crawled 
from their original obscurity ? Does it not quarter 
the insignificant followers of those insignificant vice- 
roys, the buffoons, panders and parasites of a corrupt* 
td court, the trash and refuse of another land upon 
the most productive spots of your island ? Does it 
*iot exalt the most unprincipled and shameless politi- 
cians to the very highest stations, and for what ? for 
reviling your country and denying its independence.* 

* If such a man as I have here pourtrayed, had not carried 
the audacious impurities of the state to the judgment-seat, 
but administered law in justice and in mercy as became his 
great abilities, the circumstance should be a draw-back on 
the detestation of his countrymen, it should take but little 
from the distrust of the character. Nemo unquam imperium 
fiagitio queefitwm bonis artibu* exercuit. 

This alludes, it is presumed, to the late Earl of Clare. 
He was the son of a Councellor Fitzgibbon, who had been ori- 
ginally educated for an Irish Priest at St. Omers. The fa- 
ther became afterwards a distinguished lawyer at the Irish 
bar, and his son inherited the estate derived from the fa- 
thers success, of about £4000 a year, sterling. This con- 
siderable fortune, seconded by eminent talents as a lawyer, 
raised him to the high office of Chancellor of Ireland. 

Fitzgibbons was the first Irishman to whom the policy of 
England intrusted this exalted office. — The gratification of 
an insatiable ambition made him prostrate all justice at the 
shrine of ministerial policy ; the interest of England, re- 
gardless of his native country's, claims, ruled the genius and 
powers of this miserable man. 

He was the first Irish judge, distinguished by a marked 
partiality from- the bench, friendly to those who espoused 
his political views, and hostile to all who stood opposed to 
them. 

One eminent law character, in a lucrative practice, wa* 
driven from the chancery court by the dark and gloomy 
frowns of an un worthy judge. The celebrated Curran, of- 
fended with Fitzgibbon, when both were members of the 
House of Commons, sent the latter a challenge — After the 
exchange of a fire, without injury to either of the combat- 
ants, the spirited little Councellor insisted on going on— 
this his antagonist declined, and he left the field with the 
bitter taunt from Curran, that " he always had suspected 
him to be a coward, and he was now convinced he was one." 

Q 
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Pas it not made you a bye-word amongst nations, 
and the very sound of your name a subject of laugh- 
ter ? Are not your mines unexfdored r your fisberiea 
neglected, your trade and commerce restricted, your 
manufactures un/notectedy your lands unimproved, 
your country denuded of its wood and shorn of it* 
beauty and means of naval strength, nay» your very 
character debased through this influence ? Whence 
the want of employment in Ireland, whence the rack- 
\-ents of absentees, whence the squalid afifiearance and 
concomitants of poverty ? Whence the wanderings 
q£ your people to every corner of the earth, the alarm- 
ing emigrations of northern industry to jimcrica, of 
soil them hardihood to England, France and Spain, 
to the East and to the West ? Whence I say, does 
all this proceed, but from the wide wasting pestilen- 
tial influence of England ? Even now it is clandes- 
tinely aiming at the extinction of your parliament 
and your lately recovered name. I myself heard the 
marquis of Downshire express his ardent wish for a 
union in the house of lords of England ! Ireland ap- 
pears loosened from its foundations by this influence, 
and floats at the breath of every bold and flagitious 
English undertaker, who is sent to defame and to de- 
vour k. She might roost happily maintain more than 

M ' " ' •" "" " " ' ' . ■ ' " • 

Few men have been the authors of so much evil to a natal 
soil as the Earl of Clare. No doubt his baleful councils 
generated, or at least contributed much to the production 
of the insurrection of i798, the subject of this history. The 
close of such a life corresponded with the tenor of it.— A 
personal misfortune, humiliating in its nature, and stil! more 
so in its consequences, occasioned by a fall, obliged him tQ 
connive at irregularities in domestic life, which he could 
not but deplore if he retained any thing- of the dignity or 
spirit of a man. The general detestation at his funeral ard 
afterwards, was evinced by extraordinary acts out of the 
power of the government to prevent, but which disclosed a 
state of 1 he public mind, v Licit the general indignation had 
never before reached, at the death of the vilest malefactor; 
or tie most profligate of those worthless political characters 
who have rendered their Memories infamous raid disgraced 
their -©wintry . editor. 
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double her population, were -she not Inhibited front 
availing herself of the bounties of heaven. But your 
Draconian laws against popery, the loathsome but un- 
acknowledged offspring of the influence I have been 
describing, have worn her natives down to a degree 
of wretchedness not to be equalled by the wretched- 
ness of slave or freeman in any quarter of the globe : 
they have given your country the melancholy pre-emi- 
nence amongst nations of being supreme in misery. 
But she has borne her adversities with fortitude.' 
Ypu may thank your stars, that the suicide principle 
of those laws has not utterly eradicated the spirit oF 
your people. If it had, you would have looked in 
vain for freedom. Had they stood aloof in the day of 
trial, or joined with your enemies, had they not listen- 
ed to the dictates of their own virtues, but followed 
your example in wounding themselves through the' 
heart of their country, you had still been in bondage. 
They disdained the inglorious example, they pledged 
their lives and their fortunes for your freedom, and 
you pledge yours to hold them in chains ! They 
are a conquered people, you say : but when they re- 
signed their power in 1691, after their glorious de- 
fence of Limerick, they stipulated for freedom with 
arms in their hands. What did you? When you 
got them in your power, you stripped them of their 
arms, and robbed them of their freedom — you kept 
no. faith with catholics ! They ask for restitution 
therefore, and they would be unworthy of it if they 
did not. They" ask for the liberty their ancestors 
planted and preserved in this island : for nine-tenths 
of them are descendants of those English who first 
won the country by fraud and by force from the an- 
cient Irish. They and their forefathers are your bene- 
factors, and you are still bent upon remaining their 
destroyers ; for slavery is the destruction of the peo-. 
pie. Such being their conduct and yours, is it de- 
corous to talk of their ingratitude ? Would it not be 
more decorous to retrieve the honor you have lost by 
your own ? You say they want to intimidate you in- 
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to a compliance with their humble supplications. 
The assertion is falsified by the fact. They present- 
ed a petition to parliament praying for a share of that 
freedom they contribute to support. They did not 
make the compliance of parliament the condition of 
their allegiance : they have evinced the contrary by the 
unvaried tenor of their conduct ; for though refused 
in no very flattering manner, amidst scoffs, and scorn, 
and indignity, their enemies have not gained their 
point : they have not driven them into violence: they 
nave remained unaltered in their loyally, their love of 
order, and obedience to the law. — A brave general in 
your house of commons invites these defenceless citi- 
zen* to chaw their swords, and make their appeal to 
heaven. These oppressed men have no swords, and 
if they had, they would only draw them in defence of 
their King and country. They and their fathers have 
so demeaned themselves in every vicissitude of for- 
tune. I wish this great officer may be as well disposed. 
Shame on the man, who can thus mock at the unfor- 
tunate, and pour new misery into the agonizing bo- 
som of a tortured generation ! 

That the catholics are not prepared for freedom, is 
a proposition unfounded in reason and contradicted 
by the experience of every age and the feelings of 
every heart. Liberty which is equal justice to all, is 
taught by nature to all — the savage and the barbarian 
feel its sacred impulses as completely as the philoso- 
pher. The liberty of England originated in the woods 
of Germany. We know that the Germans were not 
a lettered race — they had no property but what was 
in' common : yet these sturdy barbarians were at 
least as free, and as zealous assertors of their indepen- 
dence, as their descendants the English. Many of the 
mighty barons, who extorted magna charta from John, 
were unable to read or to write ; yet the rude feel- 
ings of their untutored breasts fitted them admirably 
to wrest that palladium of happiness from a tyrant. 
I hope we shall hear no more of this insidious and 
hypocritical cant, invented by the designing to mis- 
lead the unwary. To be fit for freedoni, it is suffici- 



ent to be bom, and h affords an additional aptitude to 
be bred a christian— .for I hope it is «rinecessary~to 
inform you, that the service of the catholic God and 
yours is perfect freedom. I should imagine the re* 
quisite knowledge for choosing a representative doea 
not lie. far beneath the surface i surely a. catholic has as 
good an opportunity of learning the acts of wisdom, 
justice,, humanity and fortitude which distinguish a 
neighbouring gentleman, and recommend him to no* 
tice at an election, as a protestant : op do the magic 
•yllables of protestantism bestow sense and sensibility, 
while the execrated name of papist bereaves its un*- 
happy owner of every organ of feeling and understands 
ing? Away with such fooleries I Were their absur- 
dity not lost in the immensity of their mischief, they 
would be as contemptible as the dreams of dotards. 
If your execrable laws had unfitted the catholics for 
freedom, freedom only could recreate that moral and 
political fitness your taws had done away- Slavery Is 
the worst of all possible scliOols to teach the princi- 
ples of liberty : you would not manacle the limbs of 
the man you would enable to start in the race i Be 
not afraid of overpowering the tender optics of your 
brethren with the new light of liberty: the eagle-eye 
of nature looks steadily at the sun of liberty in every 
stage and every condition of this many coloured and 
wearied life. 

It is also said the catholic committee* is an unlaw- 
ful meeting* Those who* say so, do not understand 
the law, or misinterpret it- with an evil intent. No' 
meeting rs unlawful Which is peaceably met for a 
lawful puq>ose, whether the mode of meeting be bor- 

* Posterity will honour the memories of those prudent and 
undaunted citizens of Dublin, who, unshaken by the seces- 
sion of their deceived fellow-sufferers, brought those very 
men back to their opinion by the irresistible force of truth, 
.and cast the foundation of catholic emancipation amidst the 
intrigues, and lies, and calumnies, and menaces of their ene- 
mies. Their names will live when court prostitute3 and 
hirelings and slaves will be forgotten. 

Q2. 
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I rowed from Constantinople or Paris, whether from the 

I empire of slavery or the seat of democracy. 4 The 

1 catholic committee is not acknowledged by the law, 

1 totidem verbis^ hut every thing: is. allowed by the lawj 

which is a quiet assertion of right, and hurt9 no man. 
Now the object of this meeting is not as has been 
foolishly or maliciously said, to consolidate the power 
of the catholics, but to ascertain their utter impotence 
to protect themselves, to concentrate their miseries 
I and their tears, to lay them at. the foot, of the throne, 

to supplicate parliament to give freedom, consequence, 
and union to Ireland. They hope it is no offence to 
wish to . add dignity, strength, and stability to their 
coutitry, and: they are sure petitioning is lawful. — 
The catholics labour under grievances, and there arc 
| two ways of removing them. The one is by war; 

the other by peace. They seek not relief through 
the calamities of war : they adore their country* 
They desire that peace may be the harbinger of their 
freedom. That peace can be preserved by no better 
meansi than by quietly assembling and humbly pro- 
posing their grievances, to the consideration of the 
legislature. TJie legislature may refuse granting the 
prayer of their petition, but they have no right to 
upum the begging, prostrate, and obedient subject 
.from their dooi\ — You are angry with these miser- 
able people for stating their numbers at three mil- 
Kons; you are then angry, that they wereborn 1 You 
are then angry that they tread the earth, breathe the 
air, or survey the heaven. By that heaven I conjure 
you to dismiss those deadly sentiments of shocking 
uncharitableness from your otherwise generous hearts, 
and dare to have the. magnanimity to forgive those 
you have so deeply and so cruelly injured. Be uni- 
ted \ be Iribhmen^ be free** 

* Capt. Sueetman, whose eloquence and powerful reason- 
ing, in this celebrated speech, evinces the possession of that 
masculine understanding" and those prodigal gifts of nature, 
of which he aiming his countrymen are not destitute, ap- 
pears in this sentence to have breathed a prophetic spirit. 
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I hear a great deal of the favours already conferred 
upon catholics, and that their emancipation should 
be gradual.— -The catholics are a grateful people, but 
the fasion o£ the day and your.jown. exigencies gave 
them most of what they have got, and your liber- 

The grand union of the United Irishmen, five or six years 
afterwards, will astonish posterity. This union might be 
compared to the pyramid — Its broad base at one time com- 
prehended the great mass of the people, and the executive 
power terminated in a point — the members of it only knew 
each other in partial divisions, of Townships and Parishes. 
Deputies formed a Baronial Committee — from the Baroni- 
al Committee was formed a county one — these sent de- 
puties which became provincial, and from the last was 
formed the Irish Directory, which had its meetings in Dub- 
lin the metropolis of Ireland. Lord Fitzgerald, brother of 
the Duke of Leinster was one of this body, as was also Mr. 
Oliver Bond, who died in confinement. 

If Mr. Cope had not betrayed his party, the Irish insur- 
rection would probably have had a very different issue. — 
The. seizure of the directors in consequeno^of his treachery 
to the cause — the death of Lord Fitzgerald — the premature 
rising of the West which forced the North of Ireland into 
the "revolt against the judgment of the leading inhabitants, 
may be all considered as having contributed to the failure 
of this great enterprise. Nor had the base, selfish and cor- 
rupt conduct of the French Directory an inconsiderable ef- 
fect about that 'period in depressing the national spirit. -^- 
Men of reflection and understanding began seriously to me- 
ditate on such unexpected depravity. — When they contem- 
plated even success,. they could not avoid beholding power 
transferred from a corrupt court, to intriguing, corrupt and 
dishonest men. It is said the British government, in 1798, 
forwarded, through the channel of the post office, printed 
on handsome paper, to the most influential persons, copied 
of the correspondence of the American Ministers in the 
X, Y, and 2 business — Their effect in diminishing the na- 
tional exertion was considerable — It might have appeared 
to them that Ireland, in passing through the revolutionary 
furnace, if successful, might have been eiulaved by a pen- 
tarchy, or have been obliged to seek a diminution of oppres- 
sion in the despostism of some military chief. 

Europe now scarcely affords the most feeble ray of hope 
to the friends of rational liberty — all the high raised ejec- 
tions of the philanthropist seem ingulphed by the recent 
•vents in France — here, and here only seems to remain the 
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ality wears too much the appearance of selfishness to 
entitle you to much gratitude. Recollect that you 
only lately set your hand to a partial restoration of 

last great stake of freedom. If moderation, wisdom and 
firmness distinguishes the republican, here may liberty 
have her blest abode for ages — but if rashness, intemper- 
ance, and a spirit of overweening innovation should raise their 
hideous heads, how fatal may they prove to this glorious 
4>ra of republican triumph in the western world ? If liberty 
#hould be entombed here, how many generations may pass 
before her resurrection ? Whilst in the storm of state po- 
litic*, a speck in the horizon of republican safety may be 
discovered, the administration of a Jefferson, with perhaps 
the exception of the repeal of the judiciary law, may well 
be estimated a model to future ages of a temperate, wise 
and energetic government, and which if pursued, may re- 
vive the expiring torch of freedom to a desponding world. 

One part of a wise system seemed in some measure to have 
been neglected— Science, the arts, manufactures, canals; great 
roads — National institutions are among- the primary objects, 
demonstrative of an active and fostering government. Mr. 
Jefferson has redeemed himself nobly from the possibility 
"of this imputation. His address lately communicated to 
Congress, contains these words, "but in the discharge of tht 
great duties confided to you by our country, you will take a 
broader view of the field of legislation. Whether the great 
interests of agriculture, manufactures, commerce or navigation, 
can within the pale of your constitutional powers, be aided 
in any of their relations ?" 

I should have indulged the hope that with an overflowing 
treasury congress would have met the invitation with equal 
zeal. Bonaparte's assumption of power is rendered respecta- 
ble by his attention to these national objects. The melan- 
cboly4Jc*Ji:£s ha\c however reached us that the great na- 
tional instrument of our union is defective in not providing 
for the advancement of science, beyond the narrow path con- 
tained in one of the clauses of the 8th sect, providing for 
the security ol authors and inventions. This construction 
has been made by the committee of whom Mr. Ran- 
dolph was oi.o, and afterwards was adopted by the house 
of representatives. When the late president Washington 
recommended to congress these objects, were they 
'then' thought out of the pale of the constitution? When 
.he provided in his will, sl fund in aid of a national universi- 
ty, can we presume that he considered congress incompetent 
to ft>rm such fin institution } Are not the words to provide 
for the general welfare, broad enough to meet a power to aid 
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therr rights, and that these acts of- grace were ac- 
companied with no small share of reluctance, no 
small portion of contempt. By giving the catholics 
the power of purchasing lard, you converted a flux, 
monied property, which might be employed against 
you, into an immoveable pledge for their abiding by 
your fate, and binding thei^ own chains the faster ; 
and by withholding the elective franchise from them, 
you refuse them the shield by which they might pro- 
tect their new acquisition. So that the privilege you 
rate so high, makes them but the more 'dependent up- 
on your good-will and caprice. As to gradual emanci- 
pation, if you mean to treat your brethren as the 
English parliament has the negroes, you should mark 
a period for their emancipation, as that parliament 
has done for the more fortunate Africans. But you 

science and the arts and manufactures of our country ? The 
monopoly given to the patentee cannot on any fair principle of 
construction operate to exclude fill other means or promoting 
science and the useful arts. Is it not more just to conclude, 
that this power, from the nature of the instrument was 
auxilliary, and required to be given in direct words, other* 
wise, the right of the author or inventor could only have been 
secured within his particular state ? 

If the construction however, was doubtful, ought it not to 
yield to the larger interpretation, as in the case of a statute 
which is always liberally construed to advance the public 
good ? — Where is the direct power to build light houses for 
the protection of commerce, a3 well as other national edi- 
fices ? ars we not to find it in the general power before ex- 
pressed, which may well embrace within its scope these ne- 
cessary objects ? What will foreign nations think of the fe- 
deral authority and the grandeur of the republican govern- 
ment in America — if the whole authority of the nation could 
not exempt a particular parcel of books destined for a col- 
lege, from the insignificant duty of four nundred dollars. — 
Even the donations of literary men in Evropc, for scientific 
objects here, will be restrained by such a narrow construc- 
tion. 

If however, the committee should be correct in their con- 
struction, ought we not to untie, by an amendment to th« 
constitution, this fatal knot, which thus palsies the govern, 
rocntin its noblest and best efforts ? 

JuDITOR. 
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&»not wish^t ; you are withholding their rights from 
your fellow-creatures, and indulging them now and 
then with a few fragments from your table, fondly hop- 
ing that on opportunity may arise to dash their hopes 
for ever, ancl plunge them back into that unfathonv 
able abyss of misery from whence they have but just 
raised their heads. But*he opportunity will not arise: 
the imperishable spirit of freedom has gone abroad 
and cheers the heart of the meanest peasant. He 
trusts in the justice and virtue of his king/ and the 
tardy humanity of his brethren. His king longs al- 
ready to burst the chains : for he can do no wrong: 
and many of the fathers, restorers, anp pre- 
servers OF POLITICAL PROTESTANT FREEDOM IN 

the North, are working seriously, honestly, nobly, 
«ind independently in their cause. Your really 
and truly glorious deliverer, Mr. Grattan^ and 
many of the most exalted natures in Ireland, are at 
the same godlike work of redemption. The catholics 
will deserve it: for I know them, and of course they 
will be free. They have nothing to dread : they walk 
in the fearlessness of virtue. 

But what shall become of the protestant ascenden- 
cy ? I revere the protestant ascendency, if, like the 
prerogative of kings, it is limited by justice and the 
-safety of the people. I cannot revere it if it is nothing 
but an uncontroulable sway. Such a sway I could never 
respect, tho' seated on the throne of Great Britain, or 
the chair of St. Peter. If by protestant ascendency 
you mean, that the great power of the country should 
remain in the hands of the present possessors, more 
than three hundred years would not transfer the power 
(for property is the power) into the hands of catholics, 
even if the whole penal code was swept away at this 
-moment ; and I believe it requires no inspiration to 
foretell, that the folly and wickedness of religious ani- 
mosity will have died with those who harbour it long, 
long before that period. But if you define the pro- 
testant ascendancy, a protestant king, a protestant 
peerage, a protestant house of commons, a protestant 
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constituency, and make no account pf your catholic 
brettiren, but wish, with the representative of the wao)$ 
Irish nation, as he was pleased to denominate himself* 
that theif liberties should be for ever extinguished, wlwie 
you but half retain your own, I abhor, the inhuman 
idea? as I <lo the author of evil* and exactly upon the 
same furiaciple; because it is the enemy of man*' 
kind. 

I have flow done : and I implore a mercy for your, 
brethren, and justice for your country* If you refuse 
that mercy, and withhold this justice, you should pre* 
pare for a union :f things cannot remain in their pre- 

• The late Rd. Sheridan, Esq. then M- P. for Charlempnt. 
t Earl Fitzwilliam accepted the office of Viceroy upon the. 
express stipulation, with the English Cabinet, that grace 
and emancipation should be extended to the Catholics of 
Ireland. 

The enlightened part of the Protestants of Ireland sup- 
ported the extension of Catholic privilege. It was not dif- 
ficult to discover that they had a common cause with their 
Catholic brethren. English policy had put three millions of 
Catholics in a state of depression to a Protestant ascendancy 
of about half a million of high Churchmen. One and an Jiafr 
million of Protestant Dissenters held a middle state. They 
possessedthe Elective Franchise and were capable of acquiring 
real property —but they also were under many disabilities — the 
inhabitants of Ireland of every denomination paid tithes to 
support the clergy of the church of England. — Ministers* 
money, as it was called, in the cities was levied from the 
Dissenters, Roman Catholics, Jews, &c. for the support of 
the English church. 

The English predominance it was evident must ever pre- 
vail without union among the persecuted. — No reformation 
without unanimity could be hoped for in the representation 
of the people — nor virtue expected in the legislature to op- 
pose the ruinous policy of Great Britain. 

Such was the venality of Ireland about this period, that 
borough representation had a market price. The cost of a 
scat in Parliament for a borough member was about £2000 
or 2500 sterling — the price is no>v about twice that sum 
in England. Nobility itself was put to sale, aud Mr. Grat- 
tan offered to prove in the House of Commons,, a few 
yeaTs Lcfore the insurrection, the sale of the peerage at a 
| price of About £10,000. 
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sent situation ? you must either give freedom to the 
catholic or abdicate it for yourself Your ancient op- 
pressors are on the watch to inflame you* passions, 
* and reinsnare you into worse than your former bond- 

The duke of Lerma's administration in Spain, as described 
in GU Bias, was not more tainted by a general corruption of 
the body politic than the English administration of the 
Irish government, previous to the arrival of earl Fitzwil- 
liam. 

The people of Ireland hoped for an amelioration of their 
condition,' from two causes, first. By Catholic emancipation, 
which would have united the people of Ireland in one com- 
mon interest. 2d. Reformation in parliament which held, 
out the pleasing hope of a representation, not false and spu- 
rious, but one participating in the wants and consulting the 
real interests of the people of Ireland. 

Such a parliament would have checked the shameful ex- 
travagance of the government — would have fostered their 
infant manufactures-— would have restrained the importation 
of English merchandize — would have recalled the absentee, 
or taxed his estate — and finally, would have animated the 
commerce and watched with vigilance the great interests of 
the state. 

The Beresford family had been opposed to the Catholic 
claims. — Holding many offices in the revenue and elsewhere, 
they dreaded a system in which they were not directors. — 
The departure of Fitzwilliam was, in Ireland, a day of 
black funeral rites and fallen hopes. Mr. Pitt had not for- 
titude or real wisdom to pursue his adopted plan. — He 
yielded up the real union of the British empire in Europe, to 
a dastardly fear of an Irish faction. Fitzwilliam was the 
victim of this crouching policy. From this moment we may 
trace a new era in the spirit of the nation. All hope of 
justice to the Catholics — reformation in the government 
having' terminated ; *the people of Ireland determined to 
rely for the future on their own energies. — Then began the 
societies for reformation, which were followed by the grand 
system of United Irishmen. Thus from tlie prevarication and 
inconsistency of Pitt, followed all that melancholy and dis- 
mal train of horrors which have overshadowed that unhappy 
land. Ireland thus was plunged into the dire calamity of 
civil war. Famine, fire and the sword were let loose on this 
devoted country — Smoking towns and villages in i798, and 
the loss of 40,000 lives consummated in that memorable year, 
the climax of its misfortunes. When battle ceased to 
rage, then began the proscription of a Sylla, or a Marius. 
The prisons of Paris, iu i794, under the bloody Robespierre 
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age* A ti&ien would be advantageous to the catho- 
lic. By it the protestant would lose his all, if freedom 
be all to the noble minded and the brave. The catho- 
lic would not bte raised to the protestant, but the pro- 
testant would be levelled down to the catholic, and 
sunk into a slavish acquiescence in the will of a coun- 
try accustomed to despise him. The catholic would be 
more happy :. for that liberty he is never doomed to 
taste, would be removed far from his wounded ear, 
his aching sight. The protestant would have no con- 
solation for glories past and present shumc. He would 
experience a servitude more grievous than death. 

and the prisons of Ireland, in 1798, were only relieved of 
their pressure by the guillotine in the one, and the gallows 
in the other. Numbers of wretches perished in the fields 
and ditches, yielding to wounds, when no relief could be 
obtained, or to famine when it was death to supply or suc- 
cour. 

A Manchester butcher at the battle of Culloden, killed 
30 men with his butcher-knife in the pursuit. The English 
have always bee*n considered unrelenting and cruel to those 
they called rebels. The heads of the unfortunate, after 
June 1798, every where met the eye of the passenger. 
The generous and wise policy of a Cornwallis, who suc- 
ceeded Lord Camden, at this terrible moment, saved 
Ireland. He corrected the ruthless hi^nd of military power. 
Conciliation held out the olive branch . Exile was substituted 
for death. It was then when the spirit of the nation was broken 
that the union was attempted and , findiy earned ; a union 
on the part of Ireland, forced and insincere ; the effect of 
that corrupt system over venal members who having purcha- 
sed seats in parliament, sold their country for reimbursement* 

EDITOR- 



C 186 3 

Extracted from the Wexford Herald of Monday, 
ScfiUrnber 24, 1792. , 

CoVTHtr MEETING. 

Saturday being the day appointed by the high she- 
riff to take into consideration a letter, purporting to have 
been written by order of the sub- committee of the 
catholics of Ireland, and signed Edward Byrne ; about 
one o'clock the sheriff took the chair, and the letter 
having been read, the following resolutions were moved 
by the hon. Francis Hely Hutchinson. 

1. Resotved, that it is the undoubted right of all 
his majesty's subjects to petition every branch of the 
legislature. — Adopted. 

2* Resolved, that it appears to this meeting that the ob- 
ject of the filan referred to by the letter ', which has been 
read this day from the cMir,is to collect the sense of all 
the catholic* of Ireland, in order that their wishes may 
be laid by petition at the foot of the throne^-— Rejected* 

5. Resolved, that the said plan ia agreeable to law, 
and that those who shall endeavour peaceably and quiet- 
ly to carry it into execution, will not, by so doing, commit 
any act, either illegal or unconstitutional*— Rejected. 

A debate for sotne hours having taken place upon 
the above resolutions, and the question having beeri 
put, the first was passed in the affirmative unanimous- 
ly ; and a division having taken place upon the two 
Inst, they were rejected by a majority of one hundred 
and ten, to forty-five. 

This division having taken place, Mr. Maxwell 
moved the following resolutions, all of which were 
carried in the affirmative. 

We the freeholders of thecounty of Wexford conven- 
ed by the high-sheriff, at the requisition of the last grand 
jury, to take into consideration a paper, signed * Edward 
Byrne," purporting to come from a body of men, 
6tUing themselves, u the sub-committee of the catho- 
lics of Ireland,*' think it highly incumbent on us to ex- 
press in the strongest terms our disapprobation of the 
contents cf it. 
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Resolved y that we see with much surprize, the 
many favours so liberally conferred of late years, by 
the legislature, on the Roman catholics of Ireland, do 
not meet with the return of thanks and gratitude to 
which they were so justly entitled. 

Resolved^ that since the proceedings of catholics 
are unwarrantable, and their demands unreasonable, 
it is time for the protectants to make a stand) and to 
be^rm in refuge to make/wrf/ier concessions. 

Resolved, , that we firmly rely on the wisdom of 
our most gracious sovereign, that he will not give his 
sanction to any measure that may militate against the 
principles that placed his family on the throne, or 
tend to diminish the protestant ascendency of this king- 
dom. , . 

Mr. Maxwell moved an address to the represen- 
tatives of the county, to entreat them to give their op- 
fiosition to any bill which might be introduced either 
now or any time hereafter,, extending to the benefit of 
the elective franchise, or a participation of the trial by 
jury** 

The address having been a longtime debated, was 
at last withdrawn. Mr. Hutchinson then moved the 
thanks of the meeting to Matbew Derenzy, Esq. the 
high-sheriff, for his very correct and proper conduct 
in the chair, which motion was carried, unanimously ; 
and the question of adjournment having been put and 
carried, the meeting was dissolved at a very late hour 
of the night. 

* Execration must rise in the most temperate bosom at the 
inhuman denial to a great class of fellow subjects, of " a 
participation in the trial by jury." Three fifths of the peo- 
ple t>f Ireland*, are thus disabled, from being jurors. And 
in trials where life, reputation or property may be at stake, 
they are exposed to the chance of "having for jurors, men, 
such as composed the Wexford meeting who would exclude 
the Catholic from the common privilege of human nature 
which is even extended by the English law to foreigners, 
'* equal rights in the administration of justice." If a subject 
of Tripoli, was to be tried in England, or here he would be 
entitled to a trial per mediatatemlinguae. editor. 
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Extracted from the Wexford Herald, of Thursday the 
27th of September, 1 792. 

We the Roman cathoTics of the town and vicinjty 
of Wexford, ever anxious to cultivate the friendship 
of our protestant brethren, and to unite with them in 
all the bands of social happiness, embrace this flatter- 
ing opportunity of testifying our gratitude to the vir- 
tuous and independent forty fivcy whose united efforts 
and interests supported our cause at the county meet- 
ing, convened by the high-sheriff* on Saturday last. 

The mal'gnant shafts of calumny, directed by the 
iron-hand of arbitrary power will never awe us into an 
acquiescence in giMt, which we most solemnly abjure. 
We are, have been, — and ever shall be, — grateful and 
loyal. Were we possessed of more our noble friends 
should participate thereof, did their generous and dis- 
interested patriotism permit the idea of a transitory 
reward ; nay, we respect our enemies as members of 
the state, but hope they will not expect gratitude 
from us until they be come our benefactors that is, 
proselites to the true political faith, on which depends 
the salvation of our country. 

We hail ourillusti'ious and glorious protectors, who 
■with irresistible energy, eloquence and truth, pleaded 
the cause of injured innocence and degraded humani- 
ty, attempting to raise its head amidst its implacable 
oppression ! — We hail them as being invaluable co- 
operators with the saviours of our country; on whom 
alone, and on men of such minds, depends the per- 
petuity of the constitution as established at "the revo- 
lution. Signed by order, 

JAMES E. DEVEREUX. 

To- the gentlemen, clergy ', freeholder*, and otlier inhabi- 
tants of the county of IVcaford. 
We, the undersigned magistrates of the county of 
Wexford, convinced that you have not a wish nearer 
your heart than to have an opportunity of expressing 
your loyaky and inviolable attachment to our king and 
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excellent constitution, (in the absence q£ the high- 
sheriff) request your attendance at the county court" 
house, on Friday > the 1 1th of January next, for that 
■purpose* A measure we conceive at this time not 
.only highly becoming, but also essentially necessary, 
theneby to contribute so' far as in us lies to the restora- 
tion of public and private, credit, which we. have. ex- 
perjeuced to be materially injured, by the seditious 
practices of' a few designing and turbulent incendia- 
ries. 

Walter Hove— Henry Hatton—Tohn Harvey—Rben- _ 
eter Jacoh+—Jamen Boyd—Roberl Hawkshaw—John 
<Heatly~~Ricahtd Newtown King—* William Hom-^-John 
Cox — William Gbascott— Miller Clifford. 



At a meeting of the freeholders and inhabitants of 
the county of Wexford, convened by requisition of 
the. magistrates thereof,, aqd held at Wexford, , on 
Friday, the 11th January, 1793. 

Walter Home, Esq. in the chair ; 

We, the freeholders and inhabitants of the county 
of Wexford convened by the magistrates, think it 
right at this time* unanimously to; declare our attach- 
ment to the constitution, consisting of king, lords and 
commons— and have resolved, ' 

That the principles of the British constitution are 
founded in wisdom and justice, equally providing for 
the liberty and happiness.of the people. 

That an hereditary monarch, an assembly of the 
notttes, and a body of representatives derived from the 
people, by free and general election, are each of them 
integral, vital, and essential parts of our constitution, 
in so much that the decay or corruption of any of 
them, will taint or destroy the whole system. ^ 

That the representative part of our legislature is not 
derived from the people, by that free and general 
election, which the fundamental principles of our con- 
R 2 



stituti&n require, and the state* and • <toftdiUan vfthff 
nation would warrant. ' ' >•• 

That *he ■ permanent peace and welfare of Ireland 
cm only he established by a radical and- effectual re- 
fo*m in the commons bouse of parliament, .^LiwjLthat 
this.objefct; once .obtained,' the people* ought to r£- 
nwah> content and grateful. <;.-... r .y '' 

. **Tha$.w* wiH> by all constitutionatand lawful means, 
promote a radical and effectual reform, in the repre* 
situation of the people in parliament, including pe*- 
-sons ef all religious persuasions, and we rely on the 
w isdotn of pari iaroen t to- grant ■ such reform, 
i T-tat we are happy thus publicly to declare, that the 
people of ihift country aVe perfectly peaceable an& 
quiet, and we know -of no seditious practices therein, 
nor do we see any the least shadow of, or tendency 
to riot, or tumult in this country ;. but lest any such- 
shouliirbe entertained or intended by any factious per- 
sons we -db declare, that we will resist all attempts ta 
Introduce any new form of government into this 
country, or in any manner to subvert, corrupt, tir im- 
pair any of the three essential parts of ottr constku- 
ttonvxonsisting of king, lords, -and common** 

Resolved, that copies' of the above resolutions b* 
fonvasded by our chairman, to the right hon. George 
Ogle, and the hon* John Loftus, representativs i» 
parliamenTfor this county. 

Resoirfed, that the above resolutions be inserted 
three times in the Dublin Evening Post, Morning 
Post, and Wexford HerakL . : 

^Signed) . Waiver Hoke*: 

Walter Hore, Esq* having left the chair, and <2«r* 
Reims Grogan? Esq* being called to. it, the thanks; of 
, the meeting were unanimously voted to Waited More* 
Esq.^haunnan, for his impartial and upright con- 
duct this day. . • . ' 

(SigaedJ . ■ €qr*. GsxkOAV* 
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Extracted from the debates of the house of lords on the 

\t)th ofJtityi : \Z&$,lwJhe> convention billy as it appear 

edinthe ftubUc ftafiers. • ..* v . i-.« ... * 

Lfyd Fdrnhtnu declared* " Thai he ' had* receive!! 

" J^ft^wlrottythe^^Mttty .of Wexford, perfeetrViagited- 

" ihg with tfhfcfcAMtfLJbetn mentioned by tfieifobleforii 

" oh the'iftMls&ch. , In that county the peptic* had 

" held meetings at night, and from palish td parish 

" hads^orntbeialiftbitant»nottopayrehts,tfthes9^ 

« taxes, expressing their disappointment that they 

« had. not received 10i. each man annually for «he 

" emancipation, but aJease for which they were obtig* 

« ed to pay./'— He approved of the bUU ". ••'"•.- v 



^ a numerous meeting of the freeholders, and inhabi- 
tants of the county of Wexford, in the county court- 
house, on the 23d of March, \79 5. 

Cornelius Guogan, Esq.* in the chair*, 

THE FOLLOWING. RESOLUTIONS PASSED BNA^lIM QUSLfr 

Resolved^ That the resolutions of the freeholders 
and inhabitants of this county in favor of catholic 
emancipation and reform, adopted by them at a coun- 
ty meeting, held at Wexford on the \ Uh day of Ja- 
nuary, 1793, be now read : 

Resolved, ^ That we continue of the same opinion 
as declared by us at the above meeting. { 

- Resolved^ That earl Fitzwilliam, by the wisdom, of 
his measures x and by calling to his councils those 
men who have at all times promoted the union and 
supported the interests of the people,, and proved 
themselves tfre true Mends of their king, the consti- 
tution and their country, has deservedly obtained the 
confidence and merited the 'gratitude of Irishmen. 

* This gentleman, had been forced into the revolt. He 
wad put to death as was also Mr. Harvey, after the suppression 
of the rebettion-r-as is mentioned in Mr. Hays history. They 
were both men of large fortune . The violation of the terms 
agreed upon with Lord Kingsboroug'i, which would have 
protected them, and others, did little honor to the good 
iaith of the £0 rernment.. btd it o r. 
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• Resolved, That we have good reaaoa io he. con- 
vinced that the sudden recall irf ao PATMOTIC a 
nobleman, at that moment when those <lf lends o£Ire- 
ifond who had obtained his confidence* were bringing 
•forward; measures, that would hate promoted the 
flJNION of the/ieo/z^^-and eDtreased the 'strength of 
,1he empire, could have no other sottfrde thah in *hfe 
maligriant schemes and interference of a late iMtasi- 
jaiStration r * (supported by the influence of certain 
^embers o£ the British cabinet) who knew that whiht 
Jxis lordship* remained in the. government they could 
410 longer, pursue a detested system of » measure**— 
which seemed more calculated for the "purposes of 
corruption, Oppression, and persecution, than the pros- 
perity of the state. " " 

Resolved, Tbat, strongly impressed by our past ex- 
-perience of so dangerous an administration, it is not 
without reason we read the return of the men who 
formed it, into power, and the revival of a system 
which filled the minds of the people with terror and 
alarm, and had a fatal tendency to create disunion 
and disaffection, and we call upon every man who 
regards the safety of the empire-to come forward and 
deprecate the return of that administration into power, 
and thereby rescue the nation from plunder, dissatis- , 
faction, and disunion. 

Resolved, That an humble petition to the king, ex- 
pressive of our sentiments on this occasion, be forth- 
with drawn up and laid before us for our approbation, 
and that a committee be appointed to prepare the 
same— which being read, 

- Resolved, That we approve of said petition, and that 
Cornelius Grogan, Edward Hay, and B. B. Harvey* 
Esqrs. do present the same to his majesty. 

Resolved, That we should ill. deserve the patriotic 
intentions of earl Fitzwilliam to this country, if we 
did not declare our sense of them previous to his lord- 
ship's departure from this kingdom. 

Resolved therefore, That an address be prepared by 
the committee accordingly, which being read—- 
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Resolved, That we approve of the said address,,and 
that sir Thews** Esraondfe/'btf.'shf Frederick Flood, 
buiahd Wm; Harvey, Esq"; convey said dddress to 
*aH Fkzwillfam. 

Heaalvrd, That we congratulate our countrymen- of 
.the Roman catholic persuasion, on the liberal and 
honorable tesj-imdny which so many counties, cities, and 
towna hait: borne to the. justice and policy of their 
claims * : ,v . . 

Resolvrd, That the, thanks of this meeting are juirt- 
"ly due to Mr. G rattan, for his honest and patriotic 
attention, as well in as out'.of power, to those measure's 
which on. former' occasions 'he had supported' and 
brought forward, and also for his spirited and constitut?- 
onal answer to the -address of the Rptiian catholics, of 
D ublin. \ ■ \ 

Resolved, That we .do publicly thank antf entertain 
a due sense of the merits of those memhers]Qf,,tiptU 
houses of parliament, who have uniformly stood for- 
ward, the advocates of' those indispensably necessary 
measures for' the preservation- of pur const! tiifipp,' the 
emancipation of our catholic brethren, find t a>efqrni 
in the representation of the people, in prifliahientr ,' 

Resolved, That these our resolutions of thanks be 
communicated by our worthy chairman to his gracethe 
Duke of Leinsterf and the right hon. Henry Grdilafim 

Resolved, That bur peculiar thanks are due to' the 
magistrates who so properly and spiritedly complied 
with the requisition to convene tliis meeting in the 
absence of the high sheriff who was not in. the county. 

* It was generally thought that the duke 'and trfe whole 

Leinster family favoured a reformation : in th£ govefafhenl* 

Mr. Grattan was sapJjofiedtoreritertaittaisJmila* wish!..T?l«y 

were both in England, in 17p8. Mr. Grattan wa$ insulted 

aftenyards in the house of commons ,by Mr. Corry, .who hj- 

sirmated that he had countenanced {lie rebelliqn ; this % eii4- 

cd in a duel, yhich'they both survived. ' ' : . ' ' '. v / * 

•■ .• . .. ..v-,., .. ;. ; ' ■•• ../±b%TQ* : ° 

: ' ." * . ":i if';, ']-. .. .:':-•■ >' ■..'•. >*.-m.."1 

i : * -;;r-. \ \ . [..*. •' ■ • -A . .;:* : 



. At a nurosroqs peeling of the freeJlrideBr and: in- 
habitants of the county of.Wexfprd, convened bypul> 
lie notice, held, at the. county court-house ob the. 23d 
of March, 1795.' 

The following petition to tht King was unanimously 

cdo/tfed. 

May it fileaw your majesty. 

'"We, your majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects? 
thefreeholders and inhabitants of the, county of Wex- 
ford, convened by the magistrates thereof in absence 
of the sheriff, beg leave to approach your throne, and 
'.with permission of our most gracious sovereign, to ex- 
press" pur attachment to your majesty's family and 
government, in full confidence that our benevolent 
sovereign Vill Vcuchafe'to hear his subjects in whose 
hearts, he.reigns, and whose love for his sacre.cl person 
will; ever lead them to support with their lives and 
their proper ties his .throne and his government. 

W?¥tt gratitude we received as a signal instance 
of our august sovereign's beneficence tphis Irish peo- 
t>ley.the appointment of earl Fitzwilliain to the.gpvem- 
m'elitof this Van gdom, a nobleman whose wisdom and 
whose virtues peculiarly qualified him to be the belov- 
ed viceroy, who would administer to the inhabitants 
of Ireland, that happiness and union \yc know your 
majesty would wish. to be the lot of all your people ; 
,and we anticipated the happy consequence from earl 
'FitzwillianVs administration, when we had observed 
lie had called to his councils those men who were 
most conspicuous in the nation for their abilities, and 
'their attachment to the interest of their king and the 
.constitution of their country ; and whose measures 
^promised a just appropriation of the public revenues, 
-and 'additional strength to the empire. But particti- 
"Jarly we contemplated with the most heartfelt jo^ 
"(he uriiori of all ybur'majesty's subjects^ by tfje removal 
of tjtvps^^ivil distinctions arising from difference in re- 
ligious opinion-— a measure of such invaluable wisdom, 
as would for ever shield the throne of our revered 



sovereign* with lite unconquerable phalanx or a loyal 
and brave people. But these out 1 most flattering ex- 
pectations being suspended by the removal bfearlFitz- 
william from the government of Ireland, we beg leave 
to represent to our most gracious- sovereign, our fears 
and apprehensions least these men whose advice had 
for several years past directed the administration of 
affairs, should again be called into the confidence and 
councils of government. We beg leave to represent- 
that a cemtempt for your people, and a prodigality and. 
waste of the public revenues, distinguished their, ad-» 
ministration, we therefore deprecate the return of 
such men into power and confidence, as dangerous to 
your majesty's interest and the welfare of your peo-- 
pie, and at this awful and alarming crisis, most humbly! 
throw ourselves for relief on the benevolence and 
affection of our most gracious sovereign, in humble 
confidence that his majesty will be pleased to restore 
to a grateful nation, the prospect of those blessings 
which we so anxiously hoped for, and call again to 
your councils those men whose measures must ensure 
the prosperity and strength of the empire, and in whom 
your people place their hopes and their confidence. ] 
Subscribed by twenty -two thousand, two hundred and 
Jifty-ttne signatures, presented to the king at St. James's* • 
Wt of April 1795. 

To Ms etrceHeytcy, William, carl Fitztviiliamy lord bitten-. 

ant general^ and general governor of Ireland* 
The address of the freeholders and inhabitants of the 
county of Wexford, convened by public notice, at 
the court-house at Wexford, 23d of March 1795* 
, Cornelius Crogan JZs?. in the chair* 

*'' MAY IT PLEASE TOUR EXCELLENCY. [ 

We, the freeholders and inhabitants of the county 
of Wexford, beg leave, m the present alarmin j state 
of affairs' in this kingdom, to express to your excel- 
lency, -the 'sentiments cf regret which we feel at the 
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information we have received, of your excellency's de- 
parture from this kingdom. 

When we beheld your lordship commencing your 
government in this country, by the proposition of mea- 
sures the, most just .and the mpst politic, the removal 
©F civil distinctions on account of differences in reli- 
gious opinions, and the investigation of abuses, which 
time, and corruption had introduced into some depart- 
ments of the state— when we beheld your lordship 
calling to your councils those men who were most 
conspicuous in the nation for their attachment to its 
Jnteiests and the true spirit of the constitution— men 
in whose integrity the people placed their hopes and 
confidence, we exulted in the glad proposal of union 
and harmony, and we anticipated with joy the approach- 
ing happiness of the people. The honest and virtu- 
ous were inspirited, the corrupt, the factious and the 
rapacious oppressor, alone felt disappointment and 
chagrin. 

But should your excellency withdraw from the 
government of Ireland ; these our most anxious hopes 
must yield to apprehension and despondency ; we dread 
least a set of men, as odious as they are vindictive and 
tyrannical, should return into power, and revive a sys- 
tem of measures which disunited the people, and were 
flangerous to his majesty's interests and the safety of 
his kingdom. The memory of the unhappy discontents 
and divisions, which were produced by the evil coun- 
cils of such me-n, heightens our regret at the recall of 
a governor, whose wise and conciliatory measures 
would have infallibly promoted the union of the peo- 
ple, the strength of the nation, and the stability of the 
constitution. 

Happy then in that reward which the good and virtu- 
ous alone can know, the consciousness of an upright 
mind, receive from a grateful people, their thanks and 
their gratitude. And may our gracious sovereign, when 
he shall have dismissed from his councils, those men 
who have unfortunately for this country, too long beset 
his throne, finally bestow on your lordship, every royal 



; [ m 3 

fwrour to which your services and your virtues ao just- 

iy endtjcyou. 

/ Signed by order of the .meeting, 

Cornelius Grog an, chairman^ 
Thomas Richard*, secretary* . 



At a numerous meeting of the magistrates of the coun* 
ty of Armagh convened on the 23th of December, 
1795^ at the special instance'of lord Gotfbrd, gover- 
nor- His lordship having tajten the chair, opened 
the business of the meeting; by the following ad- 
dress: 

GENtLEMEH, 

Having requested your attendance here this day it 
becomes my duty to state the grounds upon which I 
. thought it adviseable to propose this meeting and at 
) the same time to submit to your consideration a plan 
which occurs to me as most likely to check the enor- 
mities that have already brought disgrace upon this 
county, a«d may soon reduce it into deep distress* 

It is no secret that a persecution accompanied with 
all the circumstances of ferocious cruelty, which have 
in all ages distinguished that dreadful calamity is now 
raging in this county. Neither age nor sex or even 
acknowledged innocence as to any guilt in the late 
j disturbances is sufficient to exite mercy, much less to 
| afford protection. 

I The only crime which the wretched objects of this 
j ruthless persecution are charged with, is a crime in- 
| deed, of easy proof — it is simply a profession of the 
Roman catholic faith, or an intimate connexion with 
a person professing this faith. A lawless banditti have 
constituted themselves judges of thfe new species of 
delinquency) and the sentence they have denounced U 
equally concise and terrible ! — It is nothing less than 
a confiscation of all property, and an immeditate ba- 
nishment. 

s 



[ *98 3 

It would be extremely painful and tforety unneces- 
sary to detail the horrors that attend the execution of 
•so rude and^ tremendous a proscription-— A proscrip- 
tion that certainly exceeds ia the comparative num» 
ber of those* it consigns, to. rain and misery, every ex- 
ample that ancient or modern history can supply : 
for where have we heard? dr-in what story of human 
cruelties have^we read of more than half the inhabi- 
tants of a populous counlry deprived at one blow of 
the means as. well as of the frujts of their industry* 
and driven in the mid$tof an inclement season- to seek 
a shelter fpr themselves and their helpless families 
Where chance rhay guide them 

This is no exaggerated picture of the horrid scenes 
now acting in this county. Yet surely.it h ^sufficient 
to awaken sentiments of indignation and compassion 
\n the coldest bosoms— These horrors are now acting 
wlt,h impunity.— -kThe spirit of impartial justice (with- 
out which law is nothing better than an instrument 
of tyranny) has for a time disappeared in this "county, 
and the supinene^s of the magistracy of ^rrpagh. is 
become a common topic ojf conversation in' every dar- 
ner qf the kingdom. , " ' ...'-^ 

I t ' is said -in, f e'pty — The catholics 'aje dan geroi}Srr: 
They ixiay be so — They may be dangerous* From 
their numbers, and still more dangerous, from their 
unbounded views they have been'encouraged'to enter- 
tain ; but T will venture ' to, assert, ' without fear of 
contradiction, that these proceedings are 'riot .more 
contrary to humanity than they are lo sound policy. 

It is to be lamented, that no civi| magistrate Hap- 
pened to be present with the military detachment on 
the night of the 31st instant—but T trust the suctden- 
rtess of the occasion, the unexpected and instantane- 
ous aggression on the part of the delinquents, will be 
universally admitted as a full vindication of the con- 
duct of the officer and the parity acting under/his 
commands ' ' " ' l " - 

Gentlf.m^1t, %, I haVe'the honour to hold a situa- 
Jjon in this country, which calls upon me to deliver 
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*ifl, sentiments* and S.tio^ii mtheuit fear and without 
disguise* 

. I<am as true a protectant as any -gentleman in this 
room. I inherit a property, which my family derived 
under a pretestant jtttle, and with the blessing of God, 
I will maintain that title to the utmost of my power. 
I will never consent to make a sacrifice of prbtestant 
ascendancy to catholic claims* with whatever menace 
t£ey may be .urged, or.: however speciously or, invidir 
ously .supported. 

CoNsqrous of my sincerity in this "public deckra* 
tion, which I do not make unadvisedly, but as the 
re^qltcpf Uiatuire deliberation, I defy the paltry insii 
quationsj that malice or party-spirit may suggest. 

I know, my own taeart, and I should: despise myself 
if> tinder any intimidation I cou&l dose my eyes 
against such scenes as present jtliefcrif&Jves on every 
side, or my ears against the complaints of a perse- 
cuted people* - * 

I should be guilty of an unpardonable injustice to 
the feelkigs of gentlemen he¥e- present,* were I to say 
mote oh this subject. I have now acquitted myself, 
to my conscience .and. my country, and take the liber- 
ty of.proppsi^g the, fall wing resolutions : 
. 1* That it appears to this meeting, that the coun* 
ty of Armagh is at this moment in a state of uncom- 
mon disorder : that the Roman catholip inhabitants 
are^ grievously oppressed by lawless persons unknown, 
who attack and plunder their houses by night, and 
threaten them .with instant destruction) unless they 
immediately -abandon their lands and habitations* 

2. That a committee of magistrates be appointe4 
to sit on Tuesdays and Saturdays in the chapter-room 
in the. town of Armagh, tp,reoeive information against 
all persons of whatever description, who disturb the 
peace of th4s county. ... 

3. That the ^instruction of the whole .body of ma- 
gistraf.es to the\r committee shajl be to use. every le- 
gal means^ within their power to stop the progress, of 
tb^ persecution now carrying on by an ungovernable 
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«ob, against the Roman fcathoiic inhabitants of thi* 
county. 

4. That said committee or any three of Ihem be 
empowered to expend any sum or sums of money, 
for information or sedret service out of the fund sub- 
scribed by the gentlemen of this county* 

5. That a meeting of the whole body of the fna- 
gistracy be held every second Monday at the house 
of Mr. Charles M'ReynoIds, in the town of Armagh 
to hear the reports of the committee, and to gWe- 
such further instructions as the exigency of the ca*se 
may require. • i 

6. T«at offenders of every description in the pre- 
sent disturbances shall be prosecuted out of the fond 
subscribed by the gentlemen of this county, 

From the Dubbft Journal of January the 5th, 1795 j 
«nd copied in ctHflCft* papers in Ireland. # ; 



ADJUTANT GENERAL^ OFFICE. . 

Dubiin, 26th Feb. 1798* 
General Orders* , 
The very disgraceful frequency of courts-martial 
and the many complaints of irregularities in the con* 
duct of the troops in this kingdom, having too unfor- 
tunately proved the army to be in a state of licentious- 
ness, which must render it formidable to every one 
but the enemy. The commander in chief, thinks it 
necessary to demand from all generah commanding 
. districts and brigades, as well as commanding officers 
«f regiments, that they exert themselves, and compel 
from all officers under their command, the strictest 
and most unremitting attention to the discipline, good 
order and conduct of their men, sucb as may restore 
the high and distinguished reputation, the British 
troops have been accustomed to enjoy in every part 
of the world.' It becomes necessary to recur and most 
pointedly to attend to the standing orders ofthe king- 
dom* which at the saraetime, that they direct uiiH- 
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tary assistance to be given at the requisition. of 
civil 'Magistrate, positive ly forbid the troops to 



the 
act 
(Hufin case pi attack)' without his presence and au- 
tHoYity* ? ; afld tlVe most clear and precise orders are to 
be given to the officer commanding the party for this 
purpose. 4 * The utmost prudence and precaution are 
ar>tf % tb be used in granting parties to revenue officers, 
btftli *w1ih respect to the person requiring such assist- 
ance, and those employed on the duty ; whenever a 
guard is mounted, patroles must be frequently sent 
out, to take up every .soldier who may be found out 
of his quarters after his hours* 

A vert culpable remissness having also appeared on 
the part of officers, respecting the necessary inspec- 
tion of barracks, quarters, messes, &c.' as well as> 
attendance at roll calls, and other hours, commanding 
officers must enforce the attention of those under 
their command to those points, and the general regu- 
lations, for all which the strictest responsibility will 
be expected for themselves. 

It is of the utmost importance that the discipline of 
the dragoon regiments should be minutely attended 
tdi for the facilitating of which, the commander in 
chief has dispensed with the attendance of orderly 
dragoons on himself; and desires that they may not 
be^ employed by any general or commanding officer, 
but otf military and indispensable business. 

s LlEUnrEVAXf-QENERAL CMJJG, 

Eastern district— Barracks y Dublin, 
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By order of the council for directing the affair* of the 
people of the county of Wexford* 

♦Oaths to be taken by all the United army, in the 
most public and solemn manner* 
Test Oath. 
Tn the awful presence of God, I, A, B. do volun- 
tarily declare, that I will persevere in endeavouring 
to form a brotherhood of affection among Irishmen of 
rdery religious persuasion ; and that I will also per* 
seyere In my endeavours to obtain an equal, full, and 
adequate representation of all the people of Ireland. 
I di fifrther declare, that neither hopes, tears, rewards, 
or- punishments, not even death, shall ever induce me, 
tnrectly or indirectly, to inform on or give evidence 
against an? member or members of this or similar 
societies, for any act or expression of theirs, done or 
made effectively or individually, in or out of this 
society, in pursuance of the spirit of this obligation* 
—So help me God. 

* The oath , is the same which was taken by all the United 
Irish of every religion. . The American revolution, saw con- 
gfcss attend mass. The union in Ireland, had in view to 
annihilate all religious prejudice ► The effect of this spirit 
in those times in Ireland, produced such mutual toleration, 
that in the same edifice, and on the same day a church of 
England congregation and a presbyterian one, the one in the 
moraing and the ott*er in the evening, (in the city of Lon- 
donderry,) attended flivine worship. This may not appear 
extraordinary to the happy native of republican America. To 
those who knew the proud pre-eminency of the English 
church and the .strong prejudices of the Presbyterians against 
a church which the Scotch covenanter resembled to the whore 
of B&bylon, this harmony and spirit of conciliation will be 
deemed no insignificant proof of an important revolution 
working at that time in the temper of the nation. 

An adequate representation appears to have been all the 
result contemplated by the union, as the fruit of the most 
complete success, and for which these people thus ventured 
. their lives and fortunes- 
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Oath of a Private. 
I, A, B. do solemnly and sincerely swear, ; and 
take God, and his only son our Lord Jesus Christ, td 
witness, that I will at all times be obedient to the 
commands of my officers— that I am ready to lay 
down my life for the goodof my country-— that I have 
an aversion to plunder, and to the spilling of innocent 
blood— that I will fight courageously in the field, and 
have mercy where it can be given — that I will avoid 
drunkenness as tending to disorder and ruin-— that I 
will endeavour to make as many friends and as few 
enemies as possible~-that above all, I detest a coward, 
and that I will look upon him as an enemy who will 
stand back in the time of battle.— So help me God* ' 



. Oath of an Officer* 
Iw the awful presence of God, who knows th# 
"hearts and thoughts of all men, and calling my coun- 
try to witness, I, A, B. officer in, 8co <do solemnly 
swear, that I do not consider my life my own when 
my country demands it — that I 'consider the present 
moment calls for a proof of the sincerity of thai sentU 
meht ; and I am ready and desirous to stand the test $ 
and do aver, that I am determined to die, or lead to 
victory ; and that all my actions shall be directed to 
the prosperity of the common cause, uninfluenced by 
any inferior motive : and I further declare my utter 
aversion to all alarmists, union breakers, and cowards, 
and my respect and obedience to the commands of 
superior officers. — -So help me God. 

By order of the council, 

B. B. HARVEY, president. 
NICHOLAS GRAY, secretary*- 
Done at the council chamber, 
Wexford^ June H, 1798. 
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TO B&SCADBSR MAGAR FICG^RALD, IN WAXFORtfc 

, . f 1. * * <'.*•' 'I »«. ••- v* i j 

- Plaise your honour as .you war good, enojF^t tne, 
general to give us pardon, arid as you tpuld jjjs^ tjjbajt 
if there was an occasion youd expect . that, Jfreftd^ fite 
,fbr our king and country, and as ever wiMinito be up 
to our word, we send this paper abo,ut tKe Jjisaess, 
and if y6ur honour ill give us leave to. fife \yeel do 
every thing your honour bids us, and we niinded 
nothing el/re to-morrow but to fite for the kings offi- 
cers against the French, and hopes your honour will 
excuse this haste an we wished to lose no time, and 
excuse our not nowing how to write to such generals, 
bujt if your honour will get a memoral drawn rite 
ydur honour may depend on us and put our names to 
it for us as in the inclosed* 

O'BRIEN, 
WALSH, and 
SULLIVAN. 



» Dear Sir, 

I am requested by the respectable farmers of this 
country, to entreat of you to come here without de- 
lay, as the people are much agitated.—The industry , 
and domestic happiness which you established among 
them .seems suspended ; and to-morrow .appears to 
be an appointed day for general meeting. Your ap- 
pearance would certainly quiet the distracted people, 
and I trust your humanity and ardent exertions will 
induce you to interfere. — If you honor me with an 
answer, and that yon promise the people the pleasure 
of a visit, the most respectable farmers are ready to 
attend your arrival, and accompany you through the 
Macomores. I remain in .anxious expectation of 
seeing you, &c« 8tc* ,. 

■• C*.S» 

C— h— e, September 2d, 1798. 
" To brigade' major Fitzgerald*' 
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tOWSTTY WMXFORD, TO WIT. 

Edward Roche* of Garrilough, who acted, as a 
rebelchief in the late rebellion, voluntarily maketh 
oath that the rebels vowed vengeance against Mr» 
Edward Hay, far aiding and assisting the late Edward 
Turner, Esq. who was a magistrate for said county, 
on the surrender of their arms and pikes at Newpark, 
on Saturday, the 26th of May, 179a, thereby suppos- 
ing him their enemy. Deponent saith, that the re- 
bels constantly during the -rebellion, called for Mr. 
Edward Hay 5 to go out to their camps, and take the 
command; and if said Edward would sot, he should 
be put to death by them. Deponent saith, that from 
the hate and violence of the rebels, and their threats 
against said Edward, his personal safety became un- 
certain and precarious : and the more so, as frequent 
representations were made to the rebels by certain per- 
sons that had influence among them, that stud Edward 
was inimical to. them* Deponent ? saith, that said Ed- 
ward .never carried arms, attended the rebel camps, 
or did any thing to conciliate the rebels. Deponent 
sailh, jhef was in Wexford on the 20th of June 1798, 
being the* day of the massacre op the bridge, where 

■ lli<M<l ■ , ■ « | ill ! ■ , | M i l l J I I I ■ 

* The deposition of the Rev, Mr. Roche, the rebel chief r 
and the letter of Lord Kingston, are inserted that the read- 
er may be aj?le to appreciate the means Mr. Hay possessed 
to furnish a /aithful statement of the county of Wexford 
insurrection. ' '1 

It will be difficult to suppose, that Mr. Hay, after we have 
read the sentiments expressed in his history, did not favour, 
at least with good wishes, the insurrection. But he mighthave 
justly considered it inadequate to its object. He must 
easily have discovered it must fail from a want of concert 
with other parts of the kingdom — from defect of discipline— 
from the inhuman and bloody spirit which refused all cdn- 
troul, and which manifested itself at Vinegar-Hill, and the 
bloody bridge at Wexford— from the want of resources— 
from the abandonment of all order after success — and, more 
than all, from that lethargic temper, which, when life and 
fortune were thus depending on the issue, slept in the 
lap of victory, until roused and overwhelmed in a few day* 
afterwards by an active and recruited enemy. 
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deponenr.saW M*. Edward' Hay extfrt himself with 
zeal and activity, in preventing the wicked and blood- 
thirsty desifcns of *be rebels ; amd *aith, tlfet thtf said 
Edward m doing so, exposed himself to almost toe- 
y itable destruction. Deponent safth, that ttie Vebels 
loudly declared Mr. Hay to' be their enemy, that his 
whole designs were to protect their etfemms the etange- 
men"; and if he was not bne himself, he would not op- 
pose thenV(tfoe rebelfc) and exert himself 16ft the pro- 
tection of tifanirciften. • * . ' • • ' ' 
* - Stotrrn before me ihi* \$tH day of'jiprt^'Yt^ % 



Gotnty, December Mth, M*h 
•■' Sis, •• .. . ,. . x s , 

F*<oj* what I feawxtf yoar cowioct whitet 1 w*& « 
Wtttfbmfc* fcriflkmer; I am txb viaced 'ttetyow /did *U 
in y&ttr power t© towe the people, wlvom the;<reoete 
wished t4 morder* and ifcysetf simmgtjiat noihber; 
and it wote through f ou that th« towirrfWexfbri 
wa* given up la ttto, which circwrtstanre I bejieve> 
saved the Hves «f «wmy ?-«b4 fey what I have heard 
from you of your trial; do think you have iieta very 
unjustly persecuted. 

I am your most obedient humble servant, 

KINGSTON. 
To EDWARD HAY, Esq, 
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JRurthev;tkci>ut$ *f 4h* r ma^acre a& Wcsoford by the 
Inmrgtnt *,&#&§ abed by,. Cap tain Dixon, connect* . 
'•■' u^'cd'ns&toh'ii^kZSofMaiWQrk.^.. 

.1 M • .-.;• . r: ■;• if. :.,...'. ; ■.••.. r 
- I, "HO^Bv^flR, > oMUintied «tiU unwearied in my e»- 
ertioft*; paartioularty endeavouring ta preserve my 
dear<and 'beared; frtend* Mr. Turner, whose death, 
and»that*of a Mr. Gainfort, the populace declared ini 
dispensable totheiff satisfaction, as they had ted* out 
the army: against theni on Whitsunday, and had burnt 
their houses. - 1 Although I knew;that rny friend had 
burned * a- «h©usfcV (of- • wh ich : ' h& i> iwost sincerely and 
heartily repented^ yet,; I appealed to the multitude} 
if any one dould prove the Fact alleged against .him', 
and no one appearing to«ooitt£ forward for that puis, 
pose, Iiseized oii> the glimpse ©£ hopcj now entertaim 
ed ofhis safety, thinking that his life might be pre* 
served by demanding a trial, 'on which if no proof of 
criminality -could be -adduced*** it was natural to con*, 
dudfe, that>te safely nrastbctf certain*: I then mad* 
the'cxperhwent;: but wa's-toiswierfeil by this! universal 
cry, wwfiwaticfliditi^e <*rcrcfr> fiwrttfeand relations 
'obtahi when fcofneUvert haTfgecfiaor f aht>t, itnd'othws 
shipped of >Athei^^»toi»nwed V>uii:ho«6eB.antl'prQ^ 
peftles' trorfct"ahtl odeatrdyedv arftl u)urailves' hunted 
tike mad dog* ?*' But, I rejoined* with some veffectt 
** do ydu mean to" compare yotinselves>'tarl^:ipeTpe- 
trators of -"finch" deeds* or wotdd: ydu dasfgrace your 
cohd*0tf 'by «<*ch • barbarous »«cts '?»' This* appeal to 
fttete principles produced; *the- WHWB/equenee^ fptiow- 
tiehifafly*Wl fondly hoped, of there cwsentmgt'tcra 
trial, but'on 'the exptfc«s ccndHion, r> that I. should re- 
tire and be present on no account. M .this ciitatoi 
foment, I perceived'* person near me whom! had 
induced to return fr^m- \fc&> ThVee-rocks r and who, 
true to Ms,; promise of ' every assisBaike in his. power, 
afte^'a *&riety of* difficulty,, had got cldse<by.:me, 
together tvteh ffotntM^ens^fi the- Ji^ : ^nevioicnt . dts- 
pd&iiifon^^O'W^ttni^rifttoo^d dowtfftanv on horfee*. 
bacfciofifotan-tb ^he'^rgtiments theyhoaripineiy sug>- 
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gesteti; and I must declare, thftt I < derived 'great 
courage from their presence and advice to persist in 
my entreaties in the course of which* I .find, on cool 
reflection, that I underwent great danger, of which I 
was by no means so sensible at the- time, until after- 
ward informed by many, who were kind. enough to 
hold me in regard, while they prevented "different 
persons from shooting me. I entreated the* particu- 
lar person before mentioned, to procure ffteii whtise 
humanity could hot be doubted to try -the prisoners, 
and when he should have succeeded to give "ine no- 
tice, as I would endeavour in' the mean time tt> delay 
the people who were insisting that I should .retire* 
" as," they declared, ** I would go ito the devil to 
save Turner." I did promise to retire, as soon as I 
could have proper persona appointed to sit in trial 
over the prisoners, when my humane friend beckon- 
ed to me, signifying that he was ready* I then went 
into the committee-house where although capt. Dix?- 
on, and Morgan Byrne, whose sanguinary disposition 
I was well aware of, insisted that they should be cm 
the trial, I could not oppose their appointment; but, 
however, four out of seven, wbfeh ^ras the . number 
chosen, humanely offered themselves; having previ- 
ously promised me that they wotUd^not consent to 
put any one to death. I made use of another strata- 
gem, by proposing an oath, that in their proceedings 
they would not be guided by public prejudice, but by 
justice and the evidence before: them. Th4a was 
with a view, if possible, to sec&re the assistance, and 
co-operation even of the moat sanguinajy, am* the 
seven were accordingly sworn to that effect, By this 
contrivance, and the solemn i assurance- of the four 
persons, that they would not consent, to the. condem- 
nation of any one,. I fondly hoped I had secured the 
life of my friend from danger':; and being fully con- 
fident of the success of my plan, IrJeft its subsequent 
management to a person on, whose sincerity' I could 
-rely, and to whose worth I am sorry at. not having 
the. liberty-to do justice by naming him; and having 



t *» ] 

i some of arch a frie**Lt© ,hujnanityfc I thought 
krBBest, prudent , to retire, in order to please the peo- 
pie,, the vseliMtiOEis of many of whom I had now 
thwarted for hour a; and I had good reason to sup- 
pose tbclf would then be more inclined to listen to a 

new iriajw 

Tfl£ seven persons appointed to sit on the trial pro* 
eroded from the committeerhouse to the goal, where 
they went into a* small bed-chamber, inside the goal- 
isr's kitchen, in which Captain Dixon had left five 
prisoners whom he had doomed as the first victims 
lor condemnation ; but he here met with an opposi- 
tion of which he was not until that moment at all 
■aware. The members .of this kind of popular tribu- 
nal divided; three wesec, for deafen ; but the other four 
true to their premise, and un warped in their humane 
inclinations^ firmly declared, that they considered 
themselves merely appointed to prevent massacre,. 
and to save the lives of the prisoners, and would not 
attend or listen to any representation from Dixon or 
his fellows. This produced a very violent alterca- 
tion, and great danger was to be apprehended by the 
friends of humanity, as Peter Byrne actually rushed 
into the room, and threatened them with instant de- 
struction, if they did not agree to the death of the 
prisoners* Some others of Dixon's blood thirsty 
associates had got into the goal and were selecting 
such of the prisoners as they pleased to doom fit ob- 
jects of destruction ; but although Dixon's own de- 
signs cannot be doubted of ravening for blood, and 
that he was willing and eager to attempt any thing 
to gain . his object ; yet as the four men resolutely 
persevered in refusing to agree to the death of any 
man at such a crazy and phrensical moment, he was 
going to retire from a place, where his sanguinary 
views and cruel sentiments were opposed and over- 
ruled, and it is more than probable, that the sangui- 
nary, retarded for hours in the onset, would have 
cooled in their fury, and have recovered sentiments 
•of humanity sufficient to prevent them from putting 
T 



uny orie io 'rfqath, were it rtof %r*\to3*»fcnjuHSi 
Charles Jackson, a^amr and ^de^*ijd ; ***•**• v 
O'Connor^ an organist) both of whdm fefcd -notlorig 
reside4 in Wexford, and wh6 were' c«st off totO'the 
society of the other prisoners, then in tyitugfnfc 
These, as ill fate would have it, threw theftsehteaai 
their knees to captain Dixon, actaowledgiNlittatf ftty 
were orangemen, and ready to give evetfy ittferfltatroa, 
provided their lives might be spared* ' Drxt>»,4»efc?fe 
48 .despair, at finding his sanguinary hopes baffled 
.and blasted* readily agreed to their proposal, as it 
afforded a new prospect of perpetrating his infernal 
designs* He instantly addressed the people, assem- 
bled before the goal, stating that two orangemen had 
become informers, and that proceeding to trial was 
therefore unnecessary, as the evidence of these men 
must be conclusive. It may easily be conceived, 
that, on this communication, horribly vociferated by 
Dixon, and re-echoed by his wife, the populace be- 
^canae ungovernable ! The people instantly approved 
± of his plant and demanded that all orangemen should 
- be sent out to them ; but his first care was to turn 
the men who opposed his bloody schemes out of the 
goal, of which he and his savage associates took com- 
plete possession* Kenneth Mathewson, as one of the 
, persons denounced by the informers, was then tumsd 
t out and immediately shot at the goal door* • John 
,:. Atkins, a painter and glazier, was another against 
whom they gave information^; and he being one of 
those whom Dixon had originally brought down for 
trial, as destined victims for immolation, he was still 
in the goaler's kitchen, when, hearing himself called 
for by name, he ran into the inner-room and hid un- 
der the bed, where he lay concealed until all danger 
was over. While these unforeseen but melancholy 
events were passing, I had retired in full assurance, 
that the people would be appeased ; and notwith- 
standing that they had peremptorily forbidden my 

m* w ■ m i . i — ' ' » J " ' ■ " " ■ ' " . ■» im * 

* The author of tVexibrd Crueltieg,. 



- — „.»™ e^jitjanyvtriaj, W*.I was r in, hopes, is ap- 
po a w qgigo 4pagfig, on, horseback that lipigpt'getihto 
She! goal /u&phsfiryed, .and endeavour to assist those 
TAortad *ii*o>rtakea the- humane and philanthropic 
4asfc o£.profecttQn> But ^eat was .ray. amazement, 
cmfefioVat finding, the most violent threats uttered 
tgatasl im$, f aa I approached the multitude, t theri- 
4n«i*hotigbt, it most., prudqut to suffer myself to be 
iccl Jb$r,<tW0 young women, who hurried me* into 'a 
Ihouse, the door of which happened to be o£en, and 
"while they were explaining to me the' cause of thra 
.widen and unexpected tumult, a shot was fired, and 
h was instantly rumoured through the prowd, that 
colonel Lehunte was killed ; upon which, I could not 
help exclaiming, that they had put an innocent man 
to^deathl I then declared my determination to go 
out and endeavour to stop such a scene of butchery. 
»On tips<a man who knew n>e seized upon me and posi- 
tively insisted I should not leave the house, as just 
before I had come up, he had heard the people vow 
vengeance against me* in so vehement a manner, 
that he was certain I must inevitably perish) should 
I attempt to interfere.— On finding that ft was not 
.possible for me to do any good, the share of courage 
J had hitherto felt quite forsook me at this juncture : 
I, burst into tears, and sunk into a state of insensibili- 
ty ! When the mob had in some degree dispersed, 
I was supported homewards by this good-natured 
man, but was obliged from faintness to stop twice on 
the way before I reached my lodgings. 

. It is confidently asked by many, why the clergy 
and principal inhabitants did not interfere to prevent 
massacre ? There were but few of the inhabitants at 
all in the town, and I saw most part of the few that 
had remained in Wexford on that day, together with 
some clergymen, do all in their power to restrain th^ 
fury of the people, and prevent the spilling of blood ; 
but, I do believe, that under existing circumstances it 
was impossible to controul the multitude, inflamed as 
they were by the representations of Dixon and his 
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associates; and, in such erain end y critical easevftj* 
not every one that has nerves strong enough to eHi- 
counter the intending danger., JPpi; jiry Qi?n 4>ag» 
although I was courageous enough in the beginning 
of the day, yet 1 found myself afterwards m such a 
state as to be incapable of any exertion* I T ttol*4bre 
dbtibt much, whether any person askkig abeh cpaes* 
tions, would have fortitude or -charity enough ft> atop 
forward on such an occasion, and attempt to save any 
one's life, so much as by declariag a tnrfh iayourabte 
to his preservation}" a conduct that slight: to itar 
even from spontaneous generosity or gratitude £or 
material obligation ; but such slight interference as. 
this was extracted by no motive from, but, . in aoine 
instances refused -er perverted fey*h$ like hypocptb- 
cal and mock phHanfhnopiste, with those who put tbeee 
presumptuous interrogatories. But to judge satrisr 
of the -condnct of another, ft is «cees*rnr *d he fffcuxeJt 
in ft similar situation:. 



3 »o! j^gf American editor anxious to display his 
impartiality, will n&iv futmsh the- reader ± with 
Jones's account of some ofihe principal battles fought 
m the county of Wexford; as aha hi& representa- 
tion of the conduct of the Insurgents at Vinegar 
Hilly &?£. towards their prisoners. Mr. Hay admits 
great misconduct there, but attributes the most atro- 
cious part of it to captain Dixon. Jones is profess- 
edly with the government, and his account is there- 
fore to be received with reasonable caution. Mr. 
Jones's narrative, -was collected from accounts 
•written during the heat of the Insurrection. This 
will require considerable allowance to be made 
by the candid reader for the party zeal of the mo- 
ment. Mr. Hay did not begin to write his His- 
tory of the Insurrection, until passion and the 
heat of the public mind had in some degree abated. 
If the government had been overthrown, a very dif- 
ferent colouring xuould probably have been given to 
the scenes herein described. At all events by colla- 
ting the respective statements, truth will be eluci- 
dated. 
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NARRATIVE 

OF THE MOST ^ 

IMPORTANT ENGAGEMENTS, 

DURING THE 
BXT&ACrED FBQM JW&S* 

SOON after the twenty-third of May» large- 
bodies oi insurgents shewed themselves, and began tii 
commit horrid outrages in the neighbourhood of NeMT- 
town-Barry, Ferns, and Enniscorthy, burning houses^ 
and murdering many respectable persons. The mili- 
tary force in the county of Wexford was but small, the 
principal part of it composing the garrison of Wer- 
ford, which was the head-quarters of the North-Cork 
militia, under the command of Lieut, colonel Foote. 
The garrison of Enniscorthy was commanded by Capk 
Snowe, of said regiment, and consisted of one compa- 
ny of the North-Cork, one company of Enniscorthy in- 
fantry (Captain Joshua Pounden's,) and one troop of 
Enniscorthy cavalry (Captain Solomon Richards's ; } 
there was also a small detachment of the North-Cork 
at Ferns, and the Scare walsh infantry, under the com- 
mand of Captain Cornock. In consequence of a par- 
tial advantage obtained by the rebels in an affair near 
Ferns, in which Lieutenant Buckey, of the Camolin 
cavalry, was unfortunately killed, their numbers in- 
creased to an amazing degree ; and their murders, 
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buntings, mid devasJ^tioois, - were/ catr^d ^ with a 
still more savage fury ; the night served J^ut 49 shqip,. 
more distinctly the c^fi»g^ti^na)l around, and ul tbp- 
day-time the crowd of miserable sufferers flyjingin #. 
statrfof dtstcaetioa, into tjae <towEv» for s^eke^^mp^s^ 
sed the mind With the utrnost borrow. In this situ- 
ation the troops were employed on the xnost fatiguing. 
duty; unable, from the insufficiency of their ,nun> 
bersy to have a relief during the night-time, and of 
course obliged fr> keep, their whole force contiausdlj. 
under arms tiH morning* -•' > • 

BATTLE. OF OULART. 

Ok the ensuing morning, Whit-Sunday, the twenty* 
seventh of May, a body of the rebels, of about five 
thousand men, took~po*t on the hill of Oulart, within 
eight miles of Wexford ; of which Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Eoote received immediate information, from. Mr. 
Turner, a magistrate of the county, who brought the 
intelligence himself. The Lieutenant-colonel lost no 
time in ordering a detachment instantly under arms, 
to march out and attack this banditti ; and he deter- 
mined to accompany it himself. The detachment or- 
dered, consisted of one hundred. and ten men, includ- 
ing /non-com missioned officers, with Major Lombard, 
lion* Capt. de Courcy, and four, subaltern officers, 
which marched off the parade in the highest spirits, 
with the idea of being the first. to quell this daring in- 
surrection. When, he had marched about eight 
miles, Lieutenant-colonel Foote perceived a body of 
rebels, as he supposed amounting to between four and 
five thousand men, posted on the hill of Oulart, the 
ditches also of the lower ground in their front, were 
lined with such of their men as were supplied with 
fire-arms : he r therefore, halted, the detachment on 
the road, and with his pencil wrote a note on a scrap 
of paper, addressed to the officer he. had left in com- 
mand at. Wexford, requiring an immediate reinforce- 
ment — this note he sent by the trumpeter of Colonel 
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lc SAvbt&s ymrdenry feofpa.ef -cj^ajryrf ttateea «e* 
se*e*t*fm of **&ch!had je&edrtf* JtitfftfrCfctt f*4)w 
roarofr. Bjrijoi^rfitftiSiy^ir^ikw, wj>Wi;b#£ WW 
yet 4>ee» aefctnimed fof|* Ahe 4fefa<tfe«H** was 'faercdi 
froffe<thfe road whilst' rtfte Ji^twa$fee0ta»<<l v&»~>wv(r 
ting*thfe'iiate, wid « party af* serjowrt a«d (twelve 
jnett ctetadhed to endeavour Jf $K>s*iblei^4ake «hei»~ 
^l^^n-fenk^ TVliltetMfce iieimajwler oUhe c&aohttiei* 
pugta* (forward, crying 01* 'that* ti^ wouJti< fetal ifet 
febets t*tt lofthe /fields ; fbyfcbjs nflriQve*rattttrt*^i&- 
*t«kiy smgfeged w*tfc tfce ^3d5,^>4w^re^rttpftn^ 
from hfchted the ditches* :Uft ^%'«ijf)»t|0wtbo«t 
Akem-frwtt fchttee* and they recreated taking fwmtir 
positions faehisd otbeff* fwwn Ktbioh tfieynaere ate© 
mifed with tfeudh .losa.. This (advanced party »thfc* 
Jed 4n great disorder tm theirilij whew* : the jata^bodgk 
chiefly pikera&n, -wei* posted ; and was pttrsudd, in 
equal disorder, by the unfortunate Noith-<iorte ittbote 
impetuosity could not be restrained, although every 
exertion w^u^db^th^i^^ite»aftttt^vi^vto prevent 
it. At this critical moment, the main body of the re- 
bels* rushed denm&wsHfce fetti In^^mg^rJmwK^ 
<ed the dispensed deteehmaiM* andp&e4ey*ryvfnat> m 
« space -of <kae ihandlyjoreflihlc ; $he iA^V^do&al, 
x>nc wrje«Rt,and twopr*v^^^aion^;oH^«igt JLbtsu- 
lenantMJbloneJ f»We was i^unded in ftfe* brejtat dby>a- 
pike, and marly dragged c*ff his hor^btttjfafem^iw*- 
pitatiy mmatafr, he gaBoptd. fcffthe, ground* loteacmt; 
every ditch in his way:; - the. serjeant who jha4 been 
the rone detached in JMk* !*hc* cm of -the uebete *vho 
was mounted, uad by.-taljAag bis .horse njadfe.bi&ojwii 
-escape—how the »tw© privates gotuff ^aenc&bft asties*- 
tained. (Feats of great desperacy were rperfcemed 
by 4be<Ul4ated victims that perashed-s tthfigifcnadknft 
in partkiilar,- who hdving woested *heir. !ptfce& ont<tf 
ihe» brands of several* oftheir wajfaari, /at teat, fcfl 
hxim Wovs and estate brehind.f l •>/ . v :-. 

TH®De«t>d*y* /VV^k-MojJdayv ther twenfty^iith 
of Mtofs '*be* TebeJ^ioxBoawd in. nmibera, >ta move 
thandaubie, artd^aiippiied vhkifefiifinn jatodbamttw- 



tthtarthdf HKft taken* from ^^ u«tbW««ft^«(rt*i^ 
tnent, which tiad gone out with «ikty bounds per 
man, a»d very few rounds of whfeh tfcd hew*** 
pended* maithed to Enmscorthy m the Mies* Jfcoaft 
Felice; they were commanded by general "*Ro*!^ 
who had been permanent serjearit m tcolOfltf fc 
Hume's yeomeiwy, and by fathef \fohrt Mvfrfrtty, a 
Soman catholic priest, HowevetvEffttittoHlty hia 
taet^tfeiftfbtittfd *he day before, by the deadtmetttof 
tteNoriM2oek and Captain Comtek?* Scarcwaha 
^e^enryt felling back from Ferns, unable to oppose 
the multitudes df rebels assembled in that quarter; 
the tohofeof the combined force now amounting to 
about three hundred men, under the command of 
Captain $nowe, and together with the loyal Ferns 
and Bnnfeoartby inhabitants, every man at bis post, 
In. the beat positions that the situation and fore* 
would admit of* >• . . » 

BATTL& OF &JWJ8C6RTHY. 

- '- *A* oHe^rdoek' in the* afternoon, the action com* 
menecd, by a vigorous attack made by the rebels oa 
th*Dufl«*y^te side of the* town? taring previous*? 
-tutined in before them a great number of loose horses 
to confuse and 'disconcert the troops; at khet same 
tilnej the'ditehett hi front of the DuHbey^gate were 
lined -with several hundred of 'their best marksmen, 
who kept up a galling five* : the attack was opposes 
by the yeomenry and loyal inhabitants with the great- 
est gallantry, but from the vast superiority of the 
rebel members, there was much danger of the yeo- 
menry corps being surrounded— several loyal and 
brave fellows had fallen, amongst the rest Captain 
John Pounden, who commanded his bnfthfcr's- sup- 
plementary yeomen:; but intelligence of kiarrivirtg 
to Captain Snowe, who was posted on the bridges he 
marched up the whole of the North^Cork to their 
assistance, fast' as he got to $e Duffrey^gate, he 
wasimet by an officer of ^cavalry* and informed ilmt 



f 2*a 3 

¥<fflt <>ftftf(&t*njfon,&f **** «*cWb of; suriawoding the 
ygpnH&gy, A^jeiftefting Inroad called the Daffiaey-road, 
JflWcJt j*S«W bayenbwight them into tit* twnjtt the. 
B#*iJlfilfeff»* *$*» *** ftccwSpglf did, and took a 
ppoft^id^/ifh&rjrattj, where * rebel column waa 
^Wfe#fNtry/rt«>rtbd»tai*cp of, him* but instead.©? 
«^c*f»^Aftito;'ith«riwW» f detacl»il a large body to 
cro^rtfra /river* which was very low, end to. occupy* 
tbfe«tira&i<ta of the town (Tempfeshftnften) tfUMithfs 
bridge whieMae had quitted.} by which m«sm, ; bad 
it succeeded, the troops of all descriptions would barfs 
been completely hemmed in ; but tfae North-Cork 
ran back through the streets, as quick as possible,-, to 
re-possess the bridge, in doing which they lost a* Ser- 
jeant and private by shots from the windows : how- 
ever, they arrived critically in time to line the bridge, 
and to give a severe check to the rebel column, just 
then in the act of crossing the river, and a part of 
which had landed on an island in it. Numbers of 
the rebels fell upon this occasion, by the fire of the 
North-Cork from the battlements of the. bridge ; and 
©one of their shots look effect from their confusion, 
fromthefkrotectioaof the battlements, audfrom.snost. 
of them>tevelli»g.«ohigh,/that their, shot went whistling 
«ve»:tbcilieadsrof the North-CorW whose Ere was so- 
incessant* thntit was with the utmost difficulty it could 
Jre,«stia«ied, even after the rebels had got heyondita 
effect* Another- body of the rebels had by this time 
made good a landing lower down the river, but an offi* 
cer and sixteen men of the North-Cork was detached 
from the bridge, through: Teropkshannon, to meet 
them* The officer (Lieutenant Brien) now in the 
regfmont, but then only acting as a volunteer, an old 
4fBce* of theJine, took an excellent position, by lining 
the 'ditch of a ploughed field, fromwhence, by the re* 
-popbnsecde by him to Captain. Snow e. on his return, the 
ttbel* -siuitauJled no- small loss, ,.;...;. 

iBatfr^Litn'theln in their, first aitonrtpt, the. rebel* 
ceased any further atfaekJtoffjfttieriat aquaiter of uaa 



hour, bi twenty mintrt*ty which %**#<€*(&**. Same 
an opportunity of renewitog the>aaMfr*Hiaifo«KOf his 
t>wri men, whicfr was almost all ajipeftded^andaifltad* 
fcig a fteafe supply to the yeomenty ; he- waa enabled 
lb do thisy from having a car on the bridge wtabfcim 
w4th his- amrriunkiotf-chest on it : itvtb* mean time, 
(lie houses all around, on each- side 6f4h6 river, btrgan 
td bl**e, and exhibited a most awffll spoeteetek < 'Uh* 
rebels tctok iniraediate advantage of this* to 'make* a 
Second and moat desperate attack on tho Doffmy»gato 
and through the Irislvstreet, and to send across the 
river to the Templeahannon side another body* math 
lower down than where they had' attempted it before, 
hv order to take the troopson both their flanks- 1*hteir 
numbers* and impetuosity were so great dn the Dtrf* 
frey-gate and Ifish-stt«eetj that all the torpa of yeo* 
menry and the loyalists were obliged to retreat fight- 
ing into the very centre of the town? where they 
made a most' determined stand t— and here they were 
opportunely and nobly supported by the fire of a de- 
tachment of one serjeant, one corporal, and fourteen pri- 
vates, composed equally of the militia and yeomen ry, 
tinder the command of Serjeant Bennett of the Ennis- 
corthy infantry. This detachment had been posted 
in the morning, in the windows of the court-house, 
Which commanded the market-place, under the idea 
of what now really came to pass ; and. the execution 
from its fire amongst the crowd of rebels was dread- 
ful—no shot missing. At this moment, Captain (Dor- 
hock, wounded from the thrust of a pike along his 
neck, ran down to the bridge, to inform Captain Snowe 
of what was passing, and to request a reinforcement 
from the North-Cork, which was immediately com- 
plied with ; Captain Snowe reserving no officer, and 
only one serjeant. and sixteen rank and file' with 
himself. This reinforcement had not been gone five 
minutes, when the rebels appeared in Templeshan- 
non, at the opposite end of the street, fronting the 
party of the North-Cork, which had been drawn 
across that part of the bridge to oppose them ; after* 



e*Gha»gtff$ \m *r three shots, the party advanced 
rapidly through the streets with fixed bayonets and 
ported arms, fimtfug nothing else for it, and appre- 
hensive that a 'much larger body of rebels might 

. cone on 2 they, met no opposition til! they came to 
t&e brewery, -when- about forty men dashed in 
amongst them' from a lane on their left, and an ob- 
stinate^ contest ensued hrfnd to hand j but the North- 

. Cork; being all ready loaded, and their arms in the 
best order, succeeded in almost totally destroying 
this party of rebels, very few individuals saving thefn- 
selvesby flight: a small number of them only had 
fire-arras, but the pikemen, wonderfully tall, stout 
aide fellows, fought with their pikes in the most furi- 
ous and desperate manner, 4 thrusting at the soldiers, 
who had; much ado to parry with their bayonets after 
having fired, Deforce they could load again— ^out of 
ike sixteen men, two were kftted and one wounded 
in this affair*- Previous, to the reinforcement under 
Captain Joshua Pound en coming^ over from the Duf- 
frey-gate* the formidable attack in that quarter had 
been repulsed by the united militia and yeomen ry, 
and the great column of rebels completely driven out 
-of the town* This happy success enabled Captain 
Pcnwwlen to march his corps immediately- over to 
Tempfesbannon, to the assistance of Captain Snowe 
and his small party. 

• .Notwithstanding the many repulses the rebels 
l&ad received, in this very severe action of more than! 
tivee hour's continuance, yet they had not drawn off; 
they occupied all the hills about Enniscorthy, and 
were seen in thousands climbing up the steep wood 
below the bridge, to take post on the road leading to 
Wexford— they well knew that the troops, exhausted 
with the constant duty they had underwent for several 
days and nights previous to the action, and with the 
day's action itself, were in no condition to oppose fresh 
and repeated attacks that would be made on them in 
the night ; they had no cannon, and were inclosed in 
a burning to wnj without the possibility of gating 
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any kind of refreshment* -From^a jconviction of the 
truth of this situation, a retreat to Wexford was pro- 
posed to Captain Showe* by the wver instead of the 
great road, the town i being no longer tqt*aWc; : ta 
which he at last yielded* after giving his opinioo, 
that he did not know how far he might be'jostifieiV in 
doing; so J DUt beirigtoldthatif hedkinotylHs tettfeat 
would be entirely cut off hi. less thwi'ten ittfastes, he 
ordered the drum to beat. The uriMa,- yewtoenry 
and loyalists marched off together^ through tho burn- 
ing streets, the houses on each side- of which were 
some blazing, others a cake of red fire; they carried 
off with them stach of their wounded afi were at all 
able to move, the yeomen cavalry vying with each 
other which should give most, assistance to fchase un- 
fortunate strfferers, ; and equally so to the women and 
children, numbers of whom, inhabitants of Enniscor«< 
thy, followed the troops Mo pursuit was attempted! 
by the rebels, nor did they 'enter Enniscorthy for 
some time after trm troops bad evacuated itv In this? 
day's action, Captain John Pontiden, Lieutenant Car- 
den> an okl officer, and Lieutenant Hunt, feH ; the 
latter at first only wounded, but afterwards munfered 
by the rebels, and about seventy of the troops, most- 
ly yeomenry ; several loyalists 'were also kitted and 
wounded, on whose bravery too much praise cannot 
be bestowed. The rebels, by every subsequent ac- 
count, lost five hundred iwe'it-^they paid dear ; for 
General Roche afterwards declared they were the 
flower of his army of fifteen thousand men, vtw thou- 
sand of whom were armed with fire-arms, and pikes, 
the remainder with such weapons as theycotrld pro- 
cure ; however, their exact strength could not be 
ascertained, they were' supposed byr the troop* to the 
action to be about ten thousand. Roche was mount* 
edon a grey horse,, wore. a- cocked hat;, was dressed 
in scarlet, and had a drawn* sword in his hand. The 
troops made gcod their retreat, and marched into' 
Wexford that night by nine o'clock, in perfect or- 
der, both cavalry and infantry. 
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'.' Foxford, JutY 18, f T99* 

Hfr DEAR 'friexd, 

On Sunday, the third of June 1798, one hundred 
and thirty of,our regiment (the Armagh militia) com- 
manded, by LieutcnanUcoloixel Gopej marched into* 
G^cpj; audio the eveoiug we were joitved by differ- 
ent .other deta*hments. ( We halted there all night* 
and next morning paraded to the number (yeomenTy 
iacdudej:!) pf about eleyeo hundred brave looking men* 
J could pot suppose, tha* the'rebds would have oppos- 
ed such a ; force, ; TX npr did »*e,expect battle till we ar- 
rived at Vinegar-bill ; which, I believe, may have" 
beer* the cause o^tjw? b^ecurjty of our commanding-, 
officers, and' which Jed to outdeioat. tfhe 4th of June 
jjq^r ^acioujs King's^ Uvtjni^y/T^ob I may we never 
f^ftn$©g>qrat£ it wiUv^ucfr ;a»^vyjfol $cene) oUr forces 
A«ei?ej divkleil, jane #a*t uftder the command of Gene- 
ral .L*>jftufr t^e;9ther.^uider\^at ciCol. Walpole, our 
.fighting gpagrah ; Geiei:aA X^ftuij iook the. main road) 
jia^^Ag.WexIbrd^ J, was unite r tue direction of the 
4aiter,.who tpoti^ country road,. wlVicjj^after a few 
.roUe* .traveling struck out on the former 

.', * .[B^T.'XLE OF TUBBlUi^ERJSZE.Vy 

. \y.& m^jched ahout tares miles, ;v,\hen Colorrd 
tV^Jpole .rojle along .the Imp on march, and request- 
ed ipf the troops to-be in readiness, as he expected an 
eaemy very near ; their picnuets fav'mg appeared 
^ithia a mile of us. We. came \o a beautiful situation 
by »a,ture ; the quicksets were very high on cither 
hftnd,, as also, a .woody country, through which we 
wjfiy.tq proceed ;. jn, this pjacje. lay our enemy, to the 
an}oiHitjo£tvife)vc thousand! They secreted their force 
bejiiod-jhe^gfi^ 40. allure* us',i**to "the" umWscadtw. 
wiu^h^^tmto^tun^efjf. : answefed tb,eU hellish 'design. 
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Our cannon, consisting oft wo six-pounders, andasmatt 
field-piece of the Ancient British fencibles, were order- 
ed to the front— the road became narrow, which pre- 
vented the great guns from acting agreeably tp our 
wish : then began a heavy fire of musquetry from each 
side of the road, and from behind the hedges on our 
army; which continued on both sides "without inter- 
mission, for two hours': the cannon ceased owing to 
the narrow pass, as also the horses btrmj' Killed In the 
traces. We were ordered to take* a field in front of 
their fire : here we disputed the ground* for half an 
hour, when eleven brave fellows of our 1 regiment fell on 
each side of me. I am now optand in gratitude to ac- 
knowledge the kindness of God to irie — -while loading 
my piece, the cartridge was* taken out t>f my fingers 
by a ball, within four inches of my head, and mypan- 
taloons torn across by another — but the issuesof life 
were in the hands of a* kind preserver. Col. Walpole 
received a ball in the thigh, and in a moment after 
another through the head'; bf which means-tliis brave 
soldier felt a victim. A ball went through Colonel 
Cope's horse's ear, which' grazed his cheek, and pas- 
sed through his hat, while commanding the men- 
several officers were wounded in like maimer.' In a 
little time tmn'r line broke, which *we took* fbV ah omen 
of their defeat ; but this was only to deceive us-— for 
their two wings set tip the war-hoofa and made fer 
Gorey, to cut off our retreat, which had been ordered 
to be made. Eighteen of our men, with Colonel 
Cope and Ensign Collins, were left behind in 'the mea- 
dows — having learned that the body t>f our army 
were gone, we were determined to fight our way af- 
ter them. It was truly painful, as we passed along* 
to behold our cannon on the road useless to*us— the 
pike men with exultation leaping across them, display- 
ing their emblems of disaffection, over them, cryidfe 
4i Erin go bragh, the English cannon is ours"— also 
the groans of the wounded* whose todies tdrn and 
pierced by pikes, while yet livings rendered the scene 
altogether very awful ! we not knowing but this : w6uW 
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Snorllybe our fate : but God was with «*— we fought, 
arid loaded while running, and endeavouring to avoid 
the fire of our own cannon, which were turned upon us 
by the rebels. .' Wepassecf by Tubbernerneen-rock, 
where their green flag was displayed^ and killed one 
of their cbief tains on horse-back ; also a number who 
pressed after us. Arriving at the hill of Gorey (tho* 
scarcely able to move,) we made another stand, and 
saved the lives of the Protestants of the town, who 
otherwise (as they declared) would not have escaped. 
Numbers who wore ribbands as loyalists in the morn- 
ing, fired out of windows on us at our return — yet not 
a man fell ! In this encounter we lost in killed and 
missing, one hundred men, some of whom we after- 
wards relieved at Vinegar-hill* 

I would here remark the necessity there is of pic- 
quets reconnoitering the country while brigades are 
on their march, to prevent the enemy from approach- 
ing till the troops, should be prepared to receive 
them ; had this been the case, we should not have 
been defeated. After the battle we got to Arklow; 
where we destroyed every thing military which we 
could not take off with us, and returned next day to 
Wicklow. 

. P. S. The cavalry made several unsuccessful 
charges during the battle— they could not act on ac- 
count of the enclosures. A vast number of rebels 
fell on that day, as they since have acknowledged. 
Thus have I transmitted to you the particulars , of 
this dreadful event, and am, dear friend, 

Yours, &c. 

W. H. G. 
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LETTER 'fT. l 

Kilcullek, July 20, 179Sf» 

• Sitr f * - 

THE following lines shall be, found as authentic as 
could possibly be collected by me, with respect to 
the battles of Kilculleu and Old Kilcullen, on the 
twenty-fourth of May, 1798. It will be proper m 

the first place to premise, that Lieut. Gen. D s 

had early information of the rebels intention of ris- 
ing ', and so well was he convinced of it, that he dis- 
patched two men of Captain Latouche's corps of yeo- 
men cavalry, at ten o'clock on the night of the twen- 
ty-third (namely Mr. J. Farrange, and Mr. H. Grib- 
bin,) to Bally more-Eustace, to put the troops there 
on their guard that night. The strength of that 
town was one troop of the ninth dragoons, command- 
ed by Captain Beevor, and twenty men of the Ty- 
rone militia light company, commanded by Lieute- 
nant M'Farland. 

BATTLH OF BALLY MORE. 

Thk rebels surprised this small garrison about 
twelve o'clock at night, whilst they w.ere all in bed, 
except a corporal's guard, consisting of six men, 
from which a centinel was posted on the residence of 
the officers, who all lodged in one house. The re- 
bels fired at the centry, whom they left as dead (he 
is perfectly recovered of his wounds*) and then at- 
tacked the guard, who fought their way up to the 
officers lodging, wheri they met six of the Tyrone, 
who had assembled with' Lieutenant MTarland: — and 
those men, with a few more, kept up so well-direct- 
ed a fire, that they, routed the rebels, in number not 
Jess than one thousand.. Many of them were killed. 
The loss of the army was Lieut. M'Farland, of the 
Tyrone mi!itia> and four privates, killed — five wouncU 
ed ; the ninth dragoons, six killed and several wound- 
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ed. The rebels ijajttedsetewt^tiraes} and attempted 
to come in at different parts of the town, but w*ere 
always repuls^t}. 

But to return, I have said above tfiat Mr. : Faf- 
range tmd Mr. Gribbin were sent to BaHym©re-*-they 
were going- 61V together, conversing, probably not ap- 
prehensive pf danger, when, behold, they rdde ih 
arhong a body of pikemen that were 'coming id at- 
tack this town I Gribbin happened to be a few* yards' 
before Farrange, who instantly wheeled his horse, • 
came back to Kilcullen, and alarmed our little garri- 
son, who were till then perfectly at their ease (Grib- 
bin was severely piked, but is perfectly recovered.) 
In a few minutes our garrison was under arms ; It 
consisted of a Captain (Beale) arid twenty of the' 
Suffolk fencibles, Captain La Touche and about thir- 
ty of his corps, a serjeant and nine of the Romney 
fencible cavalry, and a corporal and six of the ninth 
dragoons. As soon as the alarm was giveri, all the 
cavalry went but to scour the country, and the infan- 
try remained patroling from the turnpike to the cross 
roads, the whole night, till six in the morning. 
About two o'clock, the cavalry sent in a rebel, who 
was going to join his party— he was instantly tied up 
and flogged — he confessed that he was going to Mul- 
lacash-hill, to join a large body of rebels, and from 
thence he said they were to march to Naas, to at- 
tack that place — which they actually did. As soon 
as he gave this piece of information, an express was 
instantly sent to Naas by a dragoon (Mr. H. Barker,) 
to warn them of their danger ; but the rebels had 
reached Naas before the express arrived, and had en- 
tered the town at every avenue and commenced the 
attack, which lasted but a very short time, until 
they were completely defeated, leaving one hundred 
and thirty dead in the streets and fields, and a vast 
number wounded. 

The next alarm we had here, was from Judge 
Downes,' who happened to lodge in this town one 
night, on his way to Cork, I believe to try prisoners 



I 228 ] 



*'•' 



ona special' commission ; he set off. from this about 
eight in the mopntog of the .24th, and .having got as 
for as the greenof Old Kiicullen, one mije from th'te 
town, hia postillion pulled up the horses,, and told 
« his master that there were a great number of pie- 
men at the church) and about the hill— the Judge 
-instantly drove back) and informed, the .General 
thereof, \vh*> rode up to meet the rebels, with, {he 
Roroneys and such of the 9th dragoons as were here ; 
in all 15, .with Capt* Cooke of the Romneys, and 
Capt. Erskine of the 9th. 

BATTLE Of KILCULLEK. 

The rebels were very advantageously posted to 
act against cavalry, as they occupied the church- 
yard, surrounded by a parapet wall. As soon as the 
cavalry had advanced pretty well up the hill, the re- 

" bels rushed out of the church-yard, attacked the 
cavalry with great fury, drove them a considerable 

* way down the green, killed Capt. Cooke, two privates 

: of the Romneys, and two or three horses ; they also 
killed two or three of the 9th> and wounded several 
of both regiments, then returned exulting to their 
former position* At this instant arrived Capt. Beale, 
with'20 men, and about 14 of the loyalists of Kilcul- 
len : the cavalry did not think proper to give the in- 
fantry- the way, but advanced in great spirits to charge 
the rebels again, (sword in hand) as they had done 
before, and were again defeated, with the loss of 

L Capt. Erskine, two or three men and several wound- 
ed. The infantry were still pushing forward to. the 
church-yard, where the rebels were again posted after 
their second charge, and thought they could not be 
beaten from it ; but as soon as the infantry came up, 
Capt. Beale divided his little party, gave his serjeant 
the command of six men, and sent him to an oppo- 
site part of the wall, to that where the Captain stood 
with his men, itt order I suppose to obtain a cross- 
fire on the rebels, who never stood a volley but one, 
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.when they fled w^th groat precipitation— there were 
but five or* si* of them killed, and< some wounded ; 
the rebels wounded one of |he Suflbiks severely in 
.the hand with a pike, and killed , Serjeant Clarke of 
the 9th, who marched tip with the infantry, not hay- 
ing' a horse to join his own regiment : it was by his 
own intrepidity he suffered, as he leaped over the 
wall, and rushed among the throng of the rebcto ■ 
this terminated the business of, that place. . . " . 
I imagine -this; business would -have been jnuoh 
mote serious to the avmyi and loyalists, had it not 
beea for either : tbe policy, .pv cowardice of General 
Ber/dm* who was posted on Kncf kawlin hill, with 
about 3G0 ; pike-men, ; and when the, fight was. going 
on, he and his men advanced running down from 
the. bill-to. join theis comrades, whom they had seen 
successful against the cavalry, but they, halted, shprt, 
andisitasdjjirkin^ffbout^hevditcbest and. behind the 
earoiaji'srinft) ^h«n timy perceived t£ie. infantry had 
got ther better of- the rebels at the, church- I must 
here* take notice that ,w%«n -the infantry and Joyalists 

- werg marchings forward tp',attaek the rebel* at the 
chunth*) the? 14 loyalists , were ordered, to halt, lest 
they should be shot through mistake, as they were 
all in coloured. cluathsv.Qap^ French then came up, 

- and ordered es back to defend the town as well as we 
could, that we. were all- surrounded. , It was then that 
we saw Perkins and. hip (men coming ^own,> and we 

: would have fceelv suvroun^e^ by them Jiad it not been 
for the defeat; of tbfeir friends at t the curch* When 
we came :baok to Kjleullep, wer could discern .in the 
countenances/ qf .thft'n>en • and wom^n, - joy mixed 
with feigned, grief; for .some houra we found pus- 
•sejves jin.a.xery ticklish situation, every one around 
us rebels, and did not know the moment they would 
rise af*d,a$aasinate us& 'when, we jwexe relieved frpm, 
•aw? feags, .by; a.; p#f ty.oLthe v Antrim TOilitJa, . arriving, 
afterwards a party ,of the Tyrone miljiia, and.the;re- 
tnainde* of th$; troops frpn^^aljympre jvvho esjcaped 
the Slaughter : TMy: vemg|ined • un^er^ajins ia.the- 
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'Mreetfcrtthwitan howf an#*'ali -tiatf,' wfrip'&eiieraf 
Dunday returmid from' thir battle at <Md Efflcutten, 
with the remainder 6f the troops who went ivAth. him, 
Capt. Ersk'tneV troop of 'the 9th, from Athy, Capt. 
"Beale's 20 Staffbiks 'arid'Capt. La Touched corps of 
cavalry. At the instant these troops were entering 
the town, there was word brought in from the turn- 
pike* 33de of* the road* that the rebels were very near 
the town, in- -great force * they certainty were in force 
to the amount of 2500, formed into three different 
^columns ; the first was* the most numerous, and efic- 
' tended across the road, -^d into ther fields oa >the 
right and left of ftj : and Hvere di?awn< up iff g«o*r -Or- 
der : they were hot yttoVe t**an« two minutes- march 
from us, when the Intelligence arrived Na time was 
lost in going out against this great forcer— the attack 
xwnmenced on the part of the rebels, by a discharge 
Of fire-arrns* not one o'Pw'hich took the least -effect; 
j theii' fire 1 Was reformed ty:tae artir* most teriEkir, 
and after *ff few Softies the whole r^bel ; Ihte* broke, 
: ahd ran ofr*a&«t; as-thd^ f^et-ch«^< CaWf J thewi. 
? Theywcre n<yw pursued -tty Motto Aittflfy and infaT- 
3 try, xrho slew- them rifce^Wiflisttft'W^ih the* oolwse'of 
twenty iMnuies 460 rebels lay tfeady the wounded 
«were ?ery : e6nsiderable* . The army brought in ithrce 
'cart loads of f pikes, and a stancP of- eotottTSy wfeieh 
•their >alierit ' Ensign- 'Mr* Pehdrftser threw . away, 
'-thinking them '.rather' c%m1>e¥fc!ome irt his flight i ibis 
Tjrate EiiVij>ivli^c?seCTattt^ttft 'Eyre'Pfewel' EJsqi Not 
r a srngle -roan' of ;r tbe : army was imr* in- this et*£age- 
^rnentf, -except Crimen, 'the j pe«Tirfn«iit serjeant of 
'Clip*; La J Toucfce's yeomen cavalry * who was acci- 
-dfcrilaHy shot through the feodybyVne of the soldiers 
-^•heisnow almost recovered* We thought every 
: thing would be tranquil- after this", *bwt irt the evening, 
'the whole. of the'trotips and loyal inhabitants, were 
'Ordered to evacuate the / toww, n 'gn<f ttfarefrto Nfeaa t the 
yhirrahitants'hadhdt *ihie £6 hrtag their ejects with 
HJieni, 'ar^ the n^xi'ittofnMii; *he '2$thy the rebels eu- 
°iev<& thetwrr^^reat forces men, womea and chit- 



flrcnaJJltttgffel afirt.qartied away all the valuables they 
cmrid ifty hands o», ami destroyed the houses aadfur* 
nJtore,:of, the loyalists*. . ,. ' • . 

Oj| thq .evening of. the twenty*fourth of May < 1798, 
Uie amy Which I mentioned being in Kilculjen, to* 
gcther with the loyalists, marched for Naas, where 
tbey awived about tftee o'clock at night. The army- 
Was the- first of course who were accommodated) and; 
the poor loyalists were obliged to remain, in the 
streets", all that night— <i very deplorable prospect S* 
bat it turned' out better than was expected ; for they 
were curled out .by order o£ the Genevalsy and a pro- 
per houso appointed 'for them, where they wereserv*. 
ediovt .with beef, mutton, bread, &c* from the arrays 
stoves. Nof>had they any other way of getting pro- 
visions, lor there, was not an atom of any kkul to be- 
purchaseoWaJl sorts of provision were in requisition 
for the army. Everyday foraging parties were sent 
out, who brought in great quantities of fat cattle and- 
sheep— baker $ and butchers were set to work ; — so 
that. then* was plenty • of every kind of provision that 
could' possibiy.be expected in a garrison that might 
be said:. to be besieged* Notwithstanding all this 
plenty* oor minds were very miserable for a fe,w days, 
from the constant alatfm* both day and night ; not 
ail hour passed with any degree of tranquillity — a 
vidette would come galloping in, with tidings that 
the TcbelK were coming in greaf force ; that they 
would be in iia less than ten miiHItes— the drums beat- 
ing to'arrns* trumpets sounding to> horse, soldiers run? 
nio£f4o their posts, both horse and foot — some to 
guard a: pass; other sto cover a retreat, others to make 
a charge, with am- army, of reserve, kc. &c. This- 
was our dfttuattton during the five days I was, there j 
but' after the? first "day and night, those terrors be-, 
came so« habitual to us, that we did not mind them, 
bot were prepared to meet with undaunted courage 
any nuwihcb'of rebels; and often have we wished 
they would attack the town either by day or night. 
And although Naas is a. Jbowi* whhrt'ery 'many en* 



trances to fr '(indeed every baektfobr fufttfsfces an 
entrance,) yet every part? was -so well guarded, that 
it was impossible for any force; ''without the -assist- 
ance of cannon, to attempt ' coding near it ; for at 
the south end of the town is a large hi 11* immedi- 
ately contiguous to- the road leading- into the town, 
ahd half the circumference oi this hill is surrounded 
by a wall ten feet high ; on this trill were encamped 
about a company of infantr^, with three pieces of 
heavy cannon, and engineers xo work them. At the 
North end of the town is a very high and large moat, 
which commands all that quarter where they could 
possibly make any attempt ; on this moat were two 
pieces of cannon, with suitable equipage, and some 
infantry* In fact, every part was so well guarded, 
that the crofifties never made an attempt after the 
inght of the twenty-fourth, for which they suffered 
Woefully," having left sixty five dead behind them in 
the streets. Scarcely a day passed but there were 
several rebels hanged, who were found lurking about 
the fields ; one in particular, Mr. Pat. Walsh of Bal- 
lytore, was taken in a field near Naas, hiding in the 
gripe of a ditch ; he was remarkably well dressed, 
had a bottle of port, bread and cheese, in his pockets 
when taken. He was brought in, tried, found guilty, 
and hanged from a sign-post, and afterwards, con- 
sumed to ashes—- a just punishment for what he was 
guilty of but a few nights before, namely, the burn- 
ing of a most active fine fellow, Captain Swaine, of 
the City Cork Royal militia, at Prosperous. This no- 
torious traitor, Walsh, behaved with unparalelled 
cruelty, to a number of loyal persons ; but, blessed 
be God, his career was short, for only four days had 
he fought under the banners of an assasinating ban- 
ditti, till the strong hand of the Lord avenged the 
cause of innocent blood. Perkins is at present under 
sentence of transportation, and i* in New-Geneva, 
and as 1 mentioned before, was general of the rebel* 
at Knockcalling-hiH, about a quarter of a mile from 
the church of Old Kilcullen. * 
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Qn the twcnty-cighthy Thomas Kelly, Esq. of 
Madden's-Town, near the Curragh, came into Naas, 
with proposals from Perkins to General Dundas and 
General Wilford (he is a magistrate, and went to the 
rebei cdrAp, where by his persuasions he, effected 
terms of peace) which are as follow : " That Perkins 
would oblige his men (who were now collected to the 
number of above two thousand) to give up their arms, 
on condition that his brother should be liberated from 
Naas gaol (for we brought him a prisoner from Kil- 
culkn,) and that General Dundas should approach the 
camp with only his aid-du- camp's and a file of mem" 
Mr. Kelly having communicated these terms to Gen- 
eral Dundas, he instantly dispatched his akl-du-camp 
Captain Reeves, to Dublin, to lay the business before 
Government ; nor did General Dundas give Mr. Kel- 
ly an answer, until Captain Reeves arrived early on 
the following morning. I believe the answer be 
brought to General Dundas was, " to act as lie though* 
most prudent." A short time after Mr. Kelly re- 
turned with Perkins, from the rebel camp, and every 
thing was accommodated as General Dundas thoughjt 
proper. Perkins returned to the camp, and his brother 
was liberated, and went under a strong escort of the- 
9th dragoons, to protect him from the soldiers, who I 
believe would have preferred a combat with the rebels, 
rather .than compromise the business. 

However the day after Perkins and his brother left 
Naas> General Dundas with part of the army, both 
cavalry and infantry, with some pieces .of artillery, 
went to Knockcalting camp — the troops were placed 
in away to surround them, at least to cut them off, 
when they were once dislodged from the summit of 
the hill, (which is an amazing strong Danish fort, sur- 
rounded by a very large and deep trench, with a wall 
within-side) it would not have been easy to dislodge 
them by bombs, for which purpose mortars were 
brought. As soon as the army • had made the neces- 
sary, dispositions, General Dundas with his akUdu- 
camps, and a few men went forward from the lines, 
X 



and Perkins with a Jew of bis meii approached them 
and surrendered : the rebels on the' hW percei^hi^ 
this, set off in all directions, hutfiamg, I ffiiicy -^rifh jo^ 
that they were permitted to go to their homes ? most 
in this neighbourhood immediately returned hohie-^- 
a great number from bther parts instantly set xrff 1 lot 
Vinegar- hill. TheYe were no provisions ibtrifd m'thfe 
camp, every thing being taken off the day preceding ; 
there were thirteen cart loads of pikes left on 'it, which * 
were brought into Kilcullen and destroyed. For three 
weeks they were flocking in from alt parts- of tlus dis- 
trict, taking the oath of allegiance, and getting pro- 
tections ; several notwithstanding were taken shortly 
afterwards in acts of open rebellion* with these very 
protections in their pockets,, a plain proof of part of 
their creed rt that no faith is to be kept with a pra- 
tes tan t King, or with prbteatants" whom they call 
heretics. The next day after the forementitmed, a 
large body of rebels collected cm the* Gurragh, at an 
eld Danish-fort commonly known by the' name of 
dbbit Rath, for the purpose of attacking the City of 
Dublin militia, who they knew were on their inarch 
to Naas, and were to come directly by where the 
rebels were assembled r now some say they were col- 
lected for the purpose of surrendering ; be that as it 
may r they were the first who violated the treaty, by 
firing on the troops. You may be sure k was then re- 
turned quick enough-— they stood but one discharge 
from the army, when they fled in every direction : 
Lord Jocelyn's fox-hunters coming up in the instant 
pursued them and killed 350 j there were also found 
a vast number ; the rebels could not have taken 
worse ground for to make a defence, ad there was 
neither bog nor ditch, to impede their pursuers— 
those foxr-luinters as they are called, certainly Would 
not have left one of them alive, had it not been for 
the trumpets and bugles having sounded a retreat, in 
iconsequence of an express sent by. General Dundas 
from Kilcullefr for the purpose of preventing the army 
(which -he knew was coming in that- direction) from 
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Attacking; any rebels they should. 'miet: but the ex- 
press was too jate ; had it been a few minutes sooner, 
JhaU probability much human blood would have been 
saved* One circumstance happened here, which I 
cannot pass by unnoticed— the Rev. Mr. William- 
son of Kaldare, had been brought out by, the rebels, 
who* when the army was - approaching, made his es- 
cape to them; the Dublin militia insisted he was a 
priest, heading the rebels, and were so incensed 
against him, that they were really in the act of fix- 
ing a chain belonging to the cannon about bis necky 
in order to hang him, when his brother-in-law, Col. 
Sankey, coming up, convinced them of their mis- 
take, and saved him— Here is one instance of the 
consequences of civil war, where the innocent often 
suffer for the guilty : this amiable gentleman nar- 
rowly escaped an untimely death* by the precipitancy 
of those gentlemen who did not know him* 

I have ' only to add,' that on evacuating Kilcuiieii, 
the rebels entered, accompanied by an immense croud 
of women— that while in possession of the same, 
every species. of excess, was resorted to by then*— 
their first object was to plunder the- loyal inhabitants 
houses,- -drain the cellars and destroy their furniture, 
&c. — This we have been credibly informed by a loyal 
woman who had been made prisoner, and whose hus- 
band they brought to their camp and shot. — Mr. 
Flanagan the executioner, ordering him to drop down 
on his knees, and open his mouth, he thrust a pistol 
into it, crying aloud as he pulled the trigger, " come 
you scoundrel, here's a health to King George, aftd 
long may he reign."— Thus fell that loyal old veteran 
quarter-master King of the 9th dragoons, leaving two 
sons in same regiment, one of whom was desperate- 
ly wounded at Ballymore — hoping the foregoing, may 
answer your intended work. 

I. REMAIN, siu, 

Yoens, Sec. 
' ■ h. M. 
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' 'LETTER HI. ;•■ '•*;■•■• 

Nkwtown*Barry, AuctJST 12th, V79y» 
Stu, 

NOTHING but yotrr repeated applications, toge- 
ther with the respect I entertain for you, could have 
induced me to attempt stating the account for which 
you have so entreated — Capt. K. to whom you say 
you have written, cbuld certainly do the subject more 
justice, and your publication service: however, you 
.dnd the world may rely upon the following to be 
Jhcts, 

Sometime previous to the attack upon this village, 
we Were kept in a state of alarm, in consequence of 
the multiplied reports respecting the rebels — the re- 
sult was, that our (yeomenry) duty became both con- 
stant and severe. On the 1st of June 1798, about 
twelve o'clock at noon, the rebels (10,000 in number) 
marched from Vinegar and Lacken hills against our 
town, fully bent upon exterminating all who should 
be found inimical to their system — they, were descried 
by a reconnoitering party, headed by our gallant 
Capt. Kerr, as they advanced on both sides of the 
river Slaney, led on by Doyle, priests Kerns and 
Redmond, &c 

BATTLE OF MEWTOM-BARRY. 

NO sooner had their approach been announced, 
than our forces prepared to receive them. We had 
at this time about four hundred of the King's county 
militia, with two pieces of cannon ; eighty of the 4th 
dragoons, also twenty Carlow cavalry ; eighty infan- 
try, and thirty loyalists, to oppose so great an host ! 
" But the battle is not to the strong," the event iiil- 
ly demonstrated. 

The rebels from an adjacent hill, commenced a 
brisk fire upon the town from a brass six-pounder ; a 
howitzer, and some ship swivels, accompanied by ir- 
regular vollies of musquetry ; but without any effect 



—our position WB£jver£ stronj^eyery. breast burned 
with ardour for an onset. This was however over* 
£ule4 ffffppipptiifiQ.; and by order of Colonel L'Es- 
trange,.of the King's county militia, we, retreated a 
>i^^ldia^u^e frooi the.towu* . The rebelsconcluding we 
were dismayed, poured into it like a mighty torrent, 
irona the slate, quarry , and other hills.. Yipu may ea- 
sily judge, the effect such a scene must.have h^d up- 
on .those, among us, who had both our families, 
friends, and a considerable property, therein— all lil^ 
ly to surfer from the ferocity of the ruthless horde-— 
our fears were soon confirmed, as the rebels. instantly 
set fire to the suburbs, plundered the. army -baggage, 
and were proceeding to pillage many -houses, when 
they were most gallantly resisted by a few loyalists 
from different houses. A ,uhi versal c ry for an .ira me- 
diate attack now ran throughout. all the ranks, and af- 
ter much intreaty, was complied with by\C L. It 
commenced by a few discharges from our cannon — 
this had the desired effect ; it threw. them into grea£ 
confusion, which was incr eased from the fierpe attach 
we made on thefn, and the fire trom our. srnali arms* 
Captain Kerr now headed a set of brave fellows, ac- 
companied by Major Marlay,, who volunteered on this 
occasion. We charged the rebels up the hills, pur- 
suing them several miles, all the way cutting them 
down 'in great numbers. In their flight they left be- 
hind them their cannon-shot, pikes, and some plunder, 
&c. Upwards of three hundred and fifty were killed 
— the first complete defeat they had experienced in 
the County p£ Wexford. Providentially, our loss was 
only one loyalist killed, and one of Captain Cornwall's 
troop wounded. 

T?e rebels, on entering the town, forced into seve- 
ral cellars, &c- where they indulged themselves with 
such wines and spirits, See. as came first to hand-— 
nor did they at all suppose they should be dispossessed. 
They set the church on fire, and had it not been ,for 
our success in routing thetri, many innocent lives 
would have been forfeited. 

X2 ' 
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iniiV'ftctory (whfch by sonta efeyte* 'teemed 'a*s 
inconsiderable) was surely important, ©n 1 the following' 
account. First, it stopped their progress in their in- 
tended-direction ? f or bad they* ttfceirNewtawn^Birry, 
it would have formedan open for them 1 mtorthe coun- 
ties of Carlowy Kijdare, King and Queen'**coonties* 
Secondly, it must have clearly demonstrated to tlroa, 
tohat a few men trill perform when espousing b<gcad 
Mauve; and &us also should convince themrthat the 
God of" armies enabled us to fight this battle- Third- 
ly, Newtown-Barry would have 'proved a grand central 
/NW/ro/r-^here they xould.have collected powerftil 
forces from the xoHieries and the adjacent counties*— 
all ripe for. rebellion.' This, no doubt, induced them 
to attack us previous to Ross or Arklow; for as \ 
have been* well* informed, the rebel plan was, immedi- 
ately after their taking Newtown- Barry, tt> proceed to 
Arktowj a»d thence tc*-*-Dublin 1 * 

The valour of both officers and men wassignafrjr 
great— particularly LipOU Col. Westenraj Major* Mar- 
. lay, CaptahvKerr, of Newtown-Barry troopi and Cap- 
tain Jennings, 4th dragoons. 

-Having transmitted to you Sir, nothing but Stub- 
-horri faets, 1 subscribe myself, 

Your peal friend and we^-wfeher, 

R. W. 



fkrfiy of a Letter from Sir Hugh O'Reiltyi Lietct. CoL 
of the Westmeath Regiment of MiUtia, to Lieutenant 
General Sir James Stewart, at Cork* 

Bandon, June 20, 1798* 
Sis, 
.. I have the honor to inform yon, that a party of the 
Wefctmeath regiment, consisting of two hundred and 
twenty men, rank and file, with two six-poundeis (un- 
der my command;), were attacked cin^ujr march from 



CIoghmikiltyHo Btndon, mar' a village called Bally- 
oascarty, bf- the rebels,' who 'took upihe beat posittoh 
oh *<be "whole march. 

•» T^tE attack Avas made from a height mi (he left of 
xiMir cohma of march, with very great rapidity, and 
without the least previous notice, by between three and 
four hundred men, as nearly as I can judge, armed 
mostly with pikes, and very few fire arms. We had 
hantif time to form, but very soon repulsed them with 
considerable loss, when they retreated precipitately, 
but riot in great confusion ; and when they regained 
the height, I could preceive they were joined by a very 
considerable force. I, with the greatest difficulty and 
risk to the officers, restrained the men,. halted and 
formed the greater part of them, when I saw that the 
enemy were filing off a high flank, with an intent to 
take* possession of our guns. 

A detachment of one hundred men of the Caith- 
ness legion, under the command of Major* Innes, was 
on- its march to replace us at Cloghnakilty, and hear- 
ing our fire; pressed forward, and very critically fired 
upon them whilst we were forming* and made them 
flym every direction with great precipitation* At the 
same moment, a very considerable force shewed itself 
on the heights in our rear. A vast number of pikes 
appeared stone with hats upon them, and other signals, 
I suppose in order to collect their forces. I ordered 
the guns to prepare for action, and very fortunately 
brought them to bear upon the enemy with good ef- 
fect ; as they dispersed in a short time, and must have 
left a considerable number dead. Some were killed 
in attempting to carry away the dead bodies. It is 
impossible to ascertain the loss of the enemy, but a 
dragoon,, who came this morning from Cloghnakilty 
to Bandon, reports that their loss is one hundred and 
thirty. 

I f6el most highly gratified by the conduct and 
spirit of the officers and men of the Westmeath regi- 
ftient ; and had only to complain of the too great ar- 
dour of the latter, which it was almost impossible to 
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restrain. I cannot gire too urucb praise vftvM* jo* 
Innes, Captain I^nes, and all the offi^er^, noB^pMpur 
stoned officers, and privates, of pre Caithness Jc^topt 
for their cool, steady conduct, and the very, effectual 
support I received fromtbem. Our Joss pas^etwt 
jeant and one private. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

/,% (Signed) HU. ORALLY, 

Lieut* CqU fVestmeath regiment* 



Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Lake^ 
to Lord Castlere'agh* 

Wexford, June 23, 1798. 

Mr Lord* 

Yesterday afternoon I had the honor to dispatch a 
letter to -your Lordship, from Enniscorthy, with the 
transactions of that day, for his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant's information ; — and the inclosed copy of 
a letter from Brigadier-General Moore to Major- 
General Johnston, will account for my having entered 
this place without opposition. General Moore, with 
his usual enterprise and activity, pushed on to this 
town, and entered it so opportunely, as to prevent it 
from being laid in ashes, and the massacre of the re- 
maining prisoners, which the rebels declared their in- 
tention of carrying into execution the very next day; 
and there can be little doubt would have taken place ; 
for the day before they murdered above seventy* pri- 
soners, and threw their bodies over the bridge. 

Inclosed is a copy of my answer to the proposals 
of the inhabitants or this town, transmitted in my let- 
ter of yesterday to your Lordship : the evacuation of 
■ ■ * ' ii ii t . * i ' 

'. * Recent accounts State' the number io'be ninety-jive. 
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the fcfcwtrtiy^tid 'rfcuete fenders it unnecessary. I have 
thepi*awrfc*ta acquaint yolur Lordship, th*t the sul> 
scrrberof the insolent prepctaals, . Mr* Revghe S and 
dne' of their principal leaders, Mr. Roache 1 with a 
fewTOheTS* are in toy hands without negotiation. 



TERMS PROPOSED BY THE REBELS IAT 
THE TO WW OF WEXFORD. 

"That Captain M'Manus. shall proceed from 
Wexford towards Oulart, accompanied by Mr. E. 
Jlay, appointed by . the inhabitant^. of .all religious 
persuasions, to inform the. officer commanding the 
King's troops, that they are ready to deliver up the 
town of Wexford without opposition, lay down their 
arms, and return to their allegiance, provided that 
their persons and properties are guaranteed by the 
commanding-officer ; and that they will use every in- 
fluence in their power to induce the people of the 
country at large to return to their allegiance also* 
These terms, we hope, Captain M'Mat\us will be abler 
to procure. 

Signcdy dy order of the inhabitant* of Wexford* 
MATT. KEUGHE." 



LIEUTZM4NT-GEJV: LAKE'S ANSWER TO 
Mr. KEUGHE'* PROPOSAL. 

u Lieutenant-General Lake cannot attend to any 
terms offered hy rebels in arms against their^ Save* 
reign ; white they continue so, he must use the force 
entrusted to.hiro* with the Utmost energy, for their 
destruction. 
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To the deluded multitude hepromi^p^wi* oi 
iheir delivering into his bands their leaders, surren- 
dering their arms, and returning with sincerity 4o 
their allegiance. 

( Signed) * G. LA&E." 

Enniscorthy, June 22, 1798. -•■_..* 



Extract ofn Letter from Brigadier-General Moore to 
Major-General Johnston, 
Camp above Wexfod, June 22,. 1798, 

AcBEEABtt to your order,! took post on the even- 
ing of the 19th, near Fooke's-mill, in the park of Mr. 
Sutton. Next day I sent a strong detachment, under 
Lieutenant Col. Wilkinson, to patrole towards* Tin- 
tern and Clonmines, with a view to -scour thexountrv, 
and communicate with the troops you had directed to 
join me from. Duncannon. The liieutcn ant-Colonel 
found the country deserted, and got no tidings of th$ 
troops. I waited for them until three o'clock in the 
afternoon, when, despairing of their arrival, I began 
my march to Taghmon. We had not marched above 
half a mile, when a considerabl body of rebels was 
perceived marching towards us. I sent my advanced 
guard, consisting 6f the two rifle companies of the 
60th, to skirmish with them, whilst a howitzer and a 
six-pounder were advanced to a cross-road above 
GofPs-bridge, and some light, infantry formed on each 
side of them, under Lieutenant-Colonel Wilkinson. 
The rebels attempted to attack these, but were instant- 
ly repulsed, and driven beyond the bridge. A large 
body were perceived at the same time moving towards 
my left. Major Ayhne^ and afterwards MajorDaHf* 
efy with five cotf*panies«of light infantry, and a six* 
pounder, w?r* deuwhed -againsfr ti»mi Thfr ««& 
regiment, finding no further opposition in front, te^ 
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of themselves, todine$ tq tflejtf Jeft, to engage Hie 
body which ' was*atteihpting to turn us. The acti- 
on here was 'for a short time pretty sharp. The 
rebels were in great numbers, and armed with both 
musquets and pikes. They were, however, forced to 
give wa j, and driven (though they repeatedly attempt- 
ed to form) behind the ditches. They at last dispers- 
ed, flying towards Enniscorthy and Wexford. Their 
lulled could not be ascertained, as they lay scattered 
in the fields, over a considerable extent ;, but they 
seemed to be numerous. The troops behaved with 
great spirit. The artillery, and Hompesch's cavalry, 
were active, and seemed only to regret that the coun- 
try did not admit of their rendering more effectual 
service. Major Daniel is the only officer whose 
wound is bad j it is. through- the knee? but not danger- 
ous. V 

The business, which began between three and four, 
was not over till near eight; it was then too. late to 
proceed to. Taghmon.. I took post for the night on 
theground where the. action had commenced. As the 
rebels gave way,. I was, informed of the approach, ofi 
the 2d and 9th regiments, under Lord Dalhousie* In 
the morning t of the 21st, we were proceeding to Tagh- 
mon, when I was met by an officer of the North-Cork 
from Wexford, with the inclosed letters : I gave, of 
course, no answer to the proposal made by the inhabit 
tents of Wexford, but I thought it my duty imroedi* 
ately to proceed here, and tp take post above the town ; 
by which means I have, perhaps, saved the town itself* 
from fire, as well as the lives of many loyal subject* 
who were prisoners in the hands of the rebels.— -The. 
rebels fled upon my approach, over the bridge of 
Wexford, and towards the barony of Forth. 

I msceiysj) .your penciled note during the action 
of the 20th. i- it was impossible forme then to detach 
the troops you asked for, but I bear you have suc- 
ceeded at Enniscorthy with those you bad. Your pre- 
sence speedily is, upon every account, extremely ne- 
cessary* I have the honor to be K &£» 

JOHN MOORE. 
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- -.LETTE R'>XV* > v"w ^r» f 

• . . . . ■ r <* r '• ', * 

KiLts, Auc«st 14, W99. : 
" 9lM r r 

On receipt of your first letter/ }t was my deiermi* 
nation to state, for your publication, the particulars o' 
fhe engagement you so much desired, from the jour* 
nal I kept. They will be found perfectly accurate, 
and are as follow — 

In the nlonth of May, 1798, Captain Molloy, of the 
Upper Kells infantry, held the arduous situation of 
commanding-officer at Kells, in the county of Meath. 
On the 24th he received the following letter by express 
from Navan. 

ThoUcl of JVavan, May 24, 1798, 5 o'clock, 

Sir 
A private soldier tof Captain George's yeomenry, 
came here about an hour since, and gave us the fol- 
lowing account — "That an escort conveying baggage 
to Dublin, were met on the road leading to Dublin 
and near Dunboyne, by a body of insurgents — that an 
attack commenced between them, in which the mili- 
tary were worsted, and every man of the escort kilted." 
It is generally apprehended that the insurgents are on 
their march to this town, having planted the tree of 
Hberty at Dunshaughiin ; it is therefore requested 
that you will be pleased to send immediately such a 
detachment as you can spare here, to assist and pro- 
tect us. We are, Sir, with much respect, your most 
obedient servants. 

JOHN PRESTON, Captain, 
PHILIP BARRY, Lieut, of the 

Navan cavalry, 
F« D. HAMILTON, Portrieve. 
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Ojr receipt of ttelabxtte, the jteomeiHcavalcy and in- 
fantry immediately marched off to Navan. There be- 
iirg" no ^peitftwc^okdistMabance at that time in the- 
neigkboufhood, Cap*. Molloy- thoughts it prudent irn^ 
roedjLaf^yto r^tu^n ta Kelty whesc there was no pro- 
tection forth* inhabitant* and also a depot of aminu- 
nHipn*U)utJ^.<p\im, which particularly demanded his 
aUeiUfcnjfc theJpi&e in Navan was very inconsiderable, 
consjstmgonly of the< Navan troop. A council of war 
was i called* wherein k wa& determined that the Kells 
cavalry , vwith a detachment of the Navan troop, should 
go forwards toward Dunshaugblin* and reconnoitre 
the .country. On the 2 5th* the . following express ar* • 
lived from Navan. at Kells* t 

Nayan, May 25, 1798* 
Sjb, 

Prepahe your yeomenry immediately, as an insur- 
rection has appeared from Dublin to Dunshaughlin, 
and numbers have been- murdered* Communicate 
this to all the other- officers. 

Yours, &c* 

THOMAS BARRY, UeutS 
CaxXaix Meteor, KELLS. 

This evening two of the Kells cavalry came in ex- 
press, and brought an account of tbeir seeing the 
rebel army near Dunshaughlin, on the Dublin side, 
in great force* . Capt. MoUoy ordered the men who 
came express, to return to their corps, and keep up 
the communication with Kells, and at the same time 
sent express to Captain Tatto, of the Bally-james- 
duff yeomen-infantry, who arrived in Kells at two, 
o'clock, the morning of the 26th, with his corps* 

Precisely at three o'clock the same morning, the 
Upper Kells, infantry marched off their parade, re- 
solved to conquer or die — they passed early over Ta* 
Y 
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ra. Near Killecn they overtook a, partyiof the. $fo %?> 
fencibles, on their route to Dublin, commanded ,X>y 
Captain Scobie, and also the Upper Kells- Cavalry^ 
commanded by Lieut* Rothwell, with other ^corps of 
yeomen-cavalry — this body arrived at Dunshaughlin 
about eight o'clock in the forenoon* The country 
aeemed alive witlr rebels — individuals running front 
one point to another, but so cautiously, and at such a 
distance, that they could not be intercepted— at that 
time it was not known where the main body of the 
rebels were. Two days preceding this, they entered 
the town of Dunshaughlin in great force ; and in the 
house of the Rev. Mr. Nelson, murdered him, his 
brother-in-law Mr. Pentland, and a gardner, who was 
a protestant. They also made a prisoner of Mr. Kel- 
let, of the King's-arms ; Mr. Ambrose Sharmen, at- 
torney, with others ; one of whom they also murdered 
(Mr. Fletcher) — the remainder escaped. 

The yeomen's spirits were this day differently af- 
fected— at -one time elated,, hoping to be led on to 
action — at another depressed ; as Cap*. Scobie deter- 
mined not to look for the rebels, but should he meet 
them on his route would attack them, but not 
otherwise — his orders were to proceed directly for 
Dublin. For which purpose, he did actually move 
out of .Dunshaughlin, and Captain Molloy resolving 
not to remain in an enemy's country with so small a 
bod^ as his corps, determined to return to Kells that 
clay » and had returned out of Dunshaughlin a quarter 
of a mile for that purpose, but being followed by a 
friend, was advised not to proceed, as there was a re- 
port that the rebels were then encamped on Tara-hill 
in great force, 'which'induced Captain Molloy to form 
the resolution of overtaking the Reay fencibles, and 
accompanying them to Dublin ; but as the yeomen 
had advanced to the upper end of Dunshaughlin, they 
had the happiness to see the Reay fencibles return- 
ing, with whom they marched and took the field » 
without the town, where the whole" regiment remain- 
ed on their arms till three o'clock that evening j when 
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dtioft&H who proved to be Captain Blanch of thie 
above regiment, on his ' return from Dublin,, entered, 
the field, with orders it was said to fight the rebels 
where tliey could be come up with. On his appear- 
ance, the men gave three cheers, and were highly- 
animated : they were ordered refreshment, of which 
the yeomen equally partook* Three companies of 
the Reajr regiment only, and captain Molloy's yeo- 
men corps, not amounting to more than one hundred 
and ninety infantry, with one piece of artillery, were 
ordered on this expedition, with six troops of yeo- 
men-cavalry : these troops were placed equally on the 
right and left of the infantry, in which order they 
marched from Dunshaughlin to Tara 7 about five 
miles. 

Before they arrived at Mr. Lynch's house ofTara % 
they perceived the rebel videts, both horse and foot, 
who immediately wheeled off to their main body, 
when they perceived the army advancing. On ar- 
riving at the large fort at Mr. Lynch's, the army got 
in full view of the rebel camp on the hill of Tata ; 
the fields around appeared black with rebels. On 
perceiving the army, they instantly got into -motion 
—their chiefs mounted, and in about ten minutes 
formed their line, which was extended very far, and 
very deep, with three pair of green colours. 

The rebels availed themselves of a most excellent 
position, — the church-yard of Tara, surrounded by a 
wall, which commanded the Dublin road. At this 
period, that spirited officer, Capt. Blanch, called the 
yeomen infantry officers to him, and informed them 
he had no orders to give, except to lead on their di- 
visions with' courage to the action. 

BATTLE Of TARA. 

And now, commenced an engagement, as event- 
ful for the county of Meath as ever took place there- 
in, and perhaps for the kingdom at large ; for had the 
rebels succeeded, their numbers would from partial 
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-advantages, have increased, and in the. end, very 
many would have fallen victims to those sanguinary 
tribes.— ^But the divine disposer of all human events 
conducted' our army to, and secured us victory in this 
battle. It is our part to return him our continued 
-thinks for the fate of that day. 

The rebels, upon' the approach of the infantpy,put 
their hats* oh their pikes, the entire length of their 
'line, and- gave three cheers. A person now advan- 
" ced from their line towards the army (who deemed to 
assume the command), made a very pompous salute, 
and returned back with great precipitation— toe * was 
dressed in white, was a deserter from the Kildatfs mi- 
litia, but imposed himself on many of the rebels for a 
Frenchman, which gave the deluded wretches great 
spirits. 

It was half past six o'clock when the action com- 
menced— immediately some of the army lay dead 
from the fire, of the rebels. The six-pounder was on 
the right, from which there were many, discharges, 
tut impeded by obstacles between the road and 
church-yard ;»-^to obtain the church-yard was the 
grand object«*-the ■ little loyal party advanced) re- 
gardless of danger, notwithstanding the frantic iro- 
petUQsity< and number of rebels who attempted to 
turn them on each flank, and incessantly came down 
bx strong parties., from the church-yard, to the muz- 
slesof their pieces, pike in hand ; but they- instantly 
experienced the result of their temerity, withthelos* 
of theiriiYes— -not one of the royalists flinched, though 
his brother in arms and dearest friend fell by his side. 

* From concurring accounts it appears, that the rebel 
plan was uniformly adhered to — viz. to annoy the royal 
troops by driving among them such cattle, &c* as they 
could collect— b y endeavouring to dismay them by meant 
of their shouts, and their hats placed on their pikes ,•— 
also, when engaged, by exertions to seize the cannon-* 
but what stratagem, what force could have succeeded*** 
such a cause ?• . . . 
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The irbnfffct ^fcorHintiecl from the period above men - 
'tictoed (half pkst six), until dark, when they gallantly 
entered the church-yard I The rebels now fled from 
their* Strong post, and were pursued with great 
Slaughter. At this time the cannon was unemployed 
at the church-yard gate, when a large column of' the 
rebels appeared on the road, with intent; to surround 
'and cut off a small party of (he yeomen who hail ta- 
ken possession of the church-yard : Captain Molloy 
commanded three artillery-men, who remained with 
the gun, to take it to the road ; but he was informed 
*thei* gunner was killed-^-upon his assisting they im- 
mediately obeyed. The gun was no sooner placed, 
than the rebels were at the muzzle ; a number actu- 
ally had their hands on it — the gun being fired made 
Very great carnage. The unexpected discharge gave 
them a very great check — they still persisted to seize 
it ; for which purpose they collected from all points, 
' and made a lodgement behind a wall adjoining the 
road, which turned to Mr. Brabazon's, from whence 
they commenced a 1 heavy fire, but providentially^ 
Vithoiit effect. 

[ Captain Molloy had now ordered that the cannon 
should not fire till he gave the word. — This encoura- 
ged the rebels to advance (supposing the ammunition 
toas exhausted)— -they were permitted to come foi- 
\vard in prodigious force, greatly elated ; but Captain 
Molloy here evinced both the wisdom, coolness, and 
valour of an experienced general, and patiently wait- 
ed till he had the enemy in such a situation as to do 
great execution ; when he ordered the cannon to fife. 
T?hisb£mg a few' times repeated, determined the, fate 
of the. day. In a few minutes not a rebel was to be 
seen— Their loss was very considerable. Twenty-six 
6f the Reay.fencibles were killed and wounded — one of 
the Upper Kells infantry killed, and five wounded* 
*" * The cavalry had not an opportunity of acting this 
~dWy (except individually}, the country being so close, 
and the rCbdls so strongly posted : Lord Fingall be- 
haved with great spirit, and acted as bravely as cir- 
Y2 
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cumstances would fedrmt* having ted w tte ,r *N*wt 
troops asalso Captain Barnes, who comfmamled the 
Lower Kells troop, &c. 

The army retired to Dunshaughlin without further 
. interruption, amidst the joyful acclamations of the 
loyal inhabitants, 

Nkxt morning there were some troops stent- oat to 
reconnoitre the Held of battle, who on their return re* 
ported there lay dead on the field, three hundred -and 
fifty of the rebels ; many car loads of arms were 
found, of different descriptions, viz. pikes, musquets, 
fowling-pieces, pistols, swords, sythes, and reaping- 
hooks on poles, spits,' pitchforks, Sec. also three box- 
es of ammunition, taken from a party of theReay re- 
giment two days before at Clonee bridge ; of whom 
they killed seven, and took the remainder prisoners, 
^twenty in number), and all the baggage they were es- 
corting to Dublin—- the prisoners were taken at Tara. 
- Upon the return of the yeomenry to Kells, they 
were met by a multitude of the loyal inhabitants-— 
welcomed— embraced— -the tear of joy sensibly trick- 
led down the cheek of the parent) the sister, the. 
friend— -the commanding-officer was presented with a 
laurel wreath ornamented with ribbons, prepared by 
the principal people in the neighbourhood— on enter* 
ing the town of Kells, a groupe of ladies surrounded 
Captain Molloy,one of whom crowned him with laur- * 
el— the windows were decorated with emblems of 
victory— the bells rang— an elegant collation was laid 
out opposite the boarding-school, under the shade of 
tome large sycamore- trees — the evening was devoted 
to mirth and joy— age and youth vied in loyal and con- 
vivial harmony. 

Were Lto recount the brave conduct of each yeo- 
man individually, it would no doubt be grateful to the 
reader ; but time and circumstances not permitting,, 
oblige me to decline it. The officers of the Kells 
corps deserve every compliment this country can . 
give ; Lieutenants Keating and Warner, conducted 
themselves with that spirit and bravery which ever 



di^tia@oteho*i tfee lN»ve soldier-T-w&d «<ftr Captaiit 
MoUoy*)the,pefttft;o£ that-day will ever keep him .ii* 
the recollecion of his friends and acquaintance. 

P# S#fTp lire memory of the brave men who fell aft 
the .fieldi tfeer corps: are erecting a handsome monu- 
ment at Kells, with a suitable epitaph. 

Xnsrs, &r,have I particularized every thing I sup- 
posed in any wise, interesting^— and am with great * 
re$pect, r . -t 

Youra, &c. kd* \ 



LETTER V. 

Tinehalt, October 25, 1799. 

• Sir, 

ON Whitsunday eve, 1798, Lieutenant Book- 
ey, of the Camolin yeomen-cavalry, being on piquet * 
between his own house and Camolin, was surrounded 
and inhumanly murdered by a party of rebels, who 
brought him- to his own house, which they burned ;• 
they also killed and wounded some of his party. At 
break of day the next night, a party of the yeomen- 
ry and true blues, of Tinehaly, on piquet near Wick- 
low-gap, perceiving the house of (Smith) a yeoman,' 
at ' Anagh, on fire, made towards it,- and observing 
some people on the rocks of Conna-hill, they pursued 
them, and took five, one a well-dressed clever young 
man. (son to Laughlin Finn, of Camolin, in the coun- 
ty of Wexford, a respectable farmer), upon whose 
clothes was discovered blood ; they were then brought 
to the guard-house of Tinehaly, where an express ar- 
rived with the account of Mr. Bookey's murder ; and 
as, upon examination, they could give no proper ac- 
count of themselves, they were ordered back to 
Wicklow-gap, tJiere to be shot and buried* It has since 
been more fully proved that th^ey murdered Lie utea- 



^rSocfcey. 'The same'thorrilng M^ner 1 ' party s of 
'the yeomerirf and true blues 6f TRriehalyj took one 
Doyle; at Kilpipe church-yard ; it appeared that he 
'had been a tenant to Mr. Bookey 6!" Donestiafll, bro- 
ther to the deceased Lieutenant ; lie ro3e drie' horse 
and led another, and was after conveying; a son of his 
^cithe county of Wicklow mountains, Who had been 
concerned in the fnurderxrf* Mr. Booke^-i-foe was 
brought to Carnew, where he suffered death. Ano- 
ther party from Tinehaly, at Balington, took three 
men with pikes, who were afterwards shot near the 
church of Kilcommon. Wicklow-gap, and that part 
of the country, being the "pass from the counties of 
Kildare and Wieklow to Wexford, there was not a 
night after until the 'seventeenth of June, that the 
same loyal people, and the yeomenry and loyalists of 
Shillelagh and that neighbourhood, by scouring the 
country, did not meet with more or less armed re- 
bels (but not in great force) going back and forward, 
•whom they dispatched, — not many of the loyalists lost 
their lives. A Mr. Mathias Dowse, and a lodger of 
his, were killed by a party of rebels the night before 
Colonel Walpole was defeated. On account of the 
w defeal of Colonel Walpole, and the rebels being in 
possession of Gorey, &c. General Loftus retreated 
with his army, and gave directions that all the Shil- 
lelagh yeomenry and loyalists should evacuate that 
country, and march to some garrison town ; upon 
which they all went to Hacket's-town. On the six- 
teenth of June, at night, twenty thousand rebels 
marched from Limerick camp near Gorey, t6 Mount 
Pleasant, near Tinehaly, intending to burn Tinehaly 
on the Seventeenth (which they did), and on that 
night to march to and attack Hacket's-town, which 
they were Well informed had but about four hundred 
yeomenry, and thirty of the Antrim militia for its 
protection ; providentially, at twelve o'clock that day? 
General Dundas, with a large army and train of ar- 
tillery, marched ?n. Tinehaly being in view, [and 
on fire, application was made to the General to relieve 
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ry ^e.Mtfifcfroft ; tfpbn which, the SfoiEelagh infantry, 
, fl&&et!**owo *t)totiyy >anftf One hundred aifd lifty of 
the True Btoes, with Lwd Rddett ? s, Captain Hume's, 
tbe'Sfciflel&glvand Baflfei^hkeen troops of 'cavahy, Vo- 
lutfteered, and marched upder the command of Lord 
iRoden. The rebels had piquets on ; the different hills 
round the town, atid'on the approach of the f corps be- 
fore-mentioned, they precipitately retreated to Mount 
Pleasant ;*on the infantry entering Tinehaly (by which 
some of the houses were saved), the rebels Sred their 
canriony^ut', providentially, there v/ere no lives lost. 
Lieutenant Bteddeil, oh Tinehary-liill, narrowly es- 
caped ©He of their balls, and en Captain Wainright's 
troop crossing the bridge of Tinehaly, two cannon 
balls lodged in the arch thereof. Lord Roden and 
Captain Hurtle's troop met with the rebel piquet that 
had befen On Rossbawn-hill j and killed twenty* eight of 
them. 'On their passing through the church^lane to 
Tinehaly* branches of the trees were lopped off over 
their heads by the rebel cannon, yet riot one of their 
party were killed* This has been accounted for since 
—those who pointed the camion being the artillery- 
men belonging to Colonel Walpole, who were taken 
prisoners, and were determined to preserve the loyal- 
ists. The rebels, that night, instead of attacking 
Hacket's-town, quit Mdunt-Pleasatit, and encarhped at 
Kilcavan, where they Were attacked next day, by 
General Dundas, and that night retreated towards 
Vinegar-hill. The yeomehry and loyalists >6h their 
return home, after the defeat of the rebels at Vinegar- 
hill, killed many of them who were found hiding, 
particularly Captain Doyle, of Knockbranden, by a 
Tinehaly True Blue. 

'A'REcowaiTERiNG^arty, ofabout fifty men j weht 
to Tiriebanr wtoere they met with a number of cars la- 
den with property, supposed to ue taken from Ennts- 
cdrthy, escorted by at least one hundred and fifty re- 
bels, men : and women, whom they defeated, killing 
Vj>Wards of fifty. They proceeded to take the cars t* 



Tinehaly, but perceiving upwards, pfrfi^'*ttndrti 
horsemen, on the road from Gorey. (wlaere they had 
murdered every Protestant they could meett> pursu- 
ing them, the party was obliged, alter taking the 
horses, to leave the cars behind. In this attack a re* 
bel leader was killed, having one of the Castle-twa 
cavalry helmets on him, which, with a cockade, and 
the horses, were brought into Tinehaly* 

After the defeat of the rebels at Vinegar-hillj the 
loyalists whose houses were saved, went home; about 
one o'clock in the morning of the thirtieth of June, a 
Gentleman living on an eminence near Tinehaly, on 
seeing the reflection of fire, went to the window of his 
room, from whence he saw several houses in the neigh- 
bourhood in a blaze, particulary on the way from 
Ridenagh rebel camp towards Mr. Brownrigg's of 
Wingfield, whose house they also set on fire. A re- 
bel party went to burn the house of Mr. Thomas 
Dowse, but a reconnoitering party from the Tinehaly 
corps firing upon them, obliged them to fly. By this 
time the body of the rebels were going over Wicklow- 
gap, making for Carnew; an express was immediately 
sent there, with this account, and another to Gorey, 
which occasioned a party of the Ancient Britons, 
Gorey and Wingfield yeomenry corps, to march for 
the relief of Carnew ; but unfortunately the rebels 
being so numerous, and from a disadvantage in the 
situation of the place, these last corps were nearly 
surrounded in the road at Ballyellis, and several, p&*> 
ticularly the Ancient Britons, were killed ; thei women 
hadlstopped the only two passages by which the King's 
troops could escape, with timber, cars, kishes, &c. so 
that had it not been for an excellent manpeuyre of 
about thirty of the yeomen-cavalry, who, (not being 
in uniform) leaving their horses, took possession of a 
dry pond, and entrenched themselves ; the rebels sup- 
posed them to be their friends, surrounding these loyaJ 
people, whereby they might have put all of them to 
death ; but these brave fellows fired from their i»- 
trenchments, killed several, and put the remainder m 
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suriicofiftftiorV'as gave sucli of the corps as had es- 
caped an opportunity of making their way through 
the interrupted passages. 

The rebels who were encamped at Bally manus, 
and those at Camolin, met at Monaseed, where, upon 
holding a council of war, and being informed there 
\fere no troops in Carnew, but the yeomenry of the • 
town, they determined to kill every Protestant, roan, 
woman and child, therein, and destroy the town* An 
express being sent off to Tomacork, where the Cool- 
lattain corps, under Capt. Chamney, and the Tinehaly 
corps, under Capt. MoreTbn, Were : they immediate- 
ly inarched to Carnew, and entered it at one end, just 
as the rebels were setting fire to the few remaining 
houses at the other, and Mr. Blayney's extensive dis- 
tillery. These corps gave three cheers, and advanc- 
ed up the street, white the Carnew corps, under Capt. 
Swan, commenced a heavy fire from the large malt- 
house they had occupied. This unexpected reception, 
after the horrid business they had been engaged in, 
threw the rebels into confusion, and they retreated in- 
to the county of Wexford, followed for a short dis- 
tance by the yeomenry. 

Next day the corps marched off to Ballyellis, and 
brought in the dead bodies of the loyalists, which were 
either interred in Carnew church-yard, or delivered 
to their friends. There were some very worthy and 
respectable people lost that day. , 

On the morning of the second of July, two days af- 
ter, the rebels, in great numbers, appeared in view of 
the town, but made no attempt on it ; they marched 
off towards Tullow, piking every Protestant they met 
with, particularly Messrs. G. Driver, the celebrated 
booMiwker of Tinehaly, William Waters of Ballykel- 
ly, anVr Jawtes Tuamley, all inoffensive harmless men ; 
but befog pursued by the Shillelagh yeomenry corps, 
and 'joined on the road by the Wingfield cavalry, they 
wheeled about at Mullinacuff, and turned towards 
Tinehaly, until they came on Bally rahine-hill. 



Hkre these yeomenry corpt attacked Mhmm^ni 
kiJled_.seY.eial; they we*e actually on. ; in* (repeat, 
wh.ep one. vi the cor,ps, having pearly exhaustedftheir 
ammunition, ga/ve way, whiph; encouiiaged them so 
nwch, that they all. poured dow^ and soropeHttUbe 
yeomenry corps to, retread , Cap*.. Moreton of the 
Tinehajy covpa, and Lieutena«t;Chaxnne:y of the 
Cgoliattin <;orps, wfth abput fifty men, retreated into 
BfiUyrahinerhouqe,. on which the rebels commenced 
an- attack, and kept it up. until three o'clock next morn- 
ing.. They then encamped on Fort-town-hill,; and 
burned the house there ; they also set fire to Bally- 
rabifte haggard and out-office^ and during the night 
were constantly endeavouring to set fire to the house. 
Several fellows in the act of doing so, advanced to the 
very hall-door, with furze, pitch, and straw, all cover- 
ed with feather-beds ; the son of a confidental servant 
of Captain Chamney's, was killed in the act of setting 
fire to the stables* It is now known, that at least one 
hundred and thirty were killed, besides many woun- 
ded, from Ballyrahine-house that night ; having the 
advantage of the light from the burning of Fort-town- 
house on one side, and of the haggard on the other* 
They retreated early next morning (continuing their 
burning and killing) to Ballymanus. 

The celebrated Bridget Dolan, giving information 
on oath against murderers, lately told a circumstance 
worthy of notice, which happened that night* Seve- 
ral wounded rebels were taken into a cabin near Bal- 
lyrahine-house, to be dressed ; Biddy was very active 
and handy at that business ; her story was, that one 
' man had come to that cabin for a coal of fire, and de- 
sired that several there might go with him, to 3ee 
the heretics in Ballyrahine-house made ashes of. Seve- 
ral went with him, but in a short time the same man 
returned : when she asked him what brought him 
back so soon, he said he was wounded: upon which she 
desired him to sit down, until the other wounded men 
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were drcwed* ^when preparing to dress hijai, to her 
very great surprise, she found him dead, having expir- 
ee^ without a groan or sigh* There was a rebel chief 
killed (supposed to be a priest,) 1 who was carried to a 
cabin at New-town, where he lingered for some hours, < 
and early -in the morning, before they left Fort-town- 
hilli a party buried him at MullinacufF church-yard"; 
from whence he was very lately taken, put into a 
coffin, and brought to the upper part of the county of 
Wexford. Had it not been for the deaths of two 
worthy and much regretted Captains Chamney and 
Nickson, a son of Lieutenant Chamney, and a kxr v 
other respectable loyalists, who fell upon this occasion, * 
this battle would have been as glorious and as well 
worthy of notice in your publication probably, as any 
other that happened. The different acts of courage, 
&c. of these loyal people, and the kindness of Provi- 
dence in their escape, has been very signal, not one 
in the house was injured. 



The Editor now presents to the reader some additional 
matter^ Extracted from Jon?s } relative to the Wex- 
ford County Insurrection with which he will close the 
relation of it } in that part of Ireland. « 



An authentic Extract from the i? for matin of Mr. 
Xrrandy, at Duncannonfort. 

County of Wexford, to wit. 

RICHARD GRANDY of Ballystraco, in the coun- 
ty of Wexford, farmer, came this day before us his 
Majesty's justices of the peacjc for said county, and 
maketh oath on the Holy Evangelists, that he was 
attacked and seized at the cross roads of Kilbride in 
said county on Sunday the third of June instant, be- 
Z 



-tween the hours of nine and ten o'clock 'in ^^ raorn- 
ing f by- several, persons. armed with' guns, pikes and 
•spears ; by .many persons whose names this deponent 
.knows not, thou gH their faces were very familiar to 
him ; that examinant was conducted to the rebel 
camp at Carrlck-Byrne in said county ; was brought 
'to Mr. King's house at Scollabogue, in said county; 
that he was introduced into a room where he saw 
' Bagnel Harvey of Bargy-Oastle in said county, Esq. 
with a few more whom deponent did not know ; he 
xleponcnt, was closely examined by the said Bagnel 
Hanvey, as to the stale of Ross and Duncannon Fort, 
. and whether he was ah Orange man or an United- 
. tinan ;. that saidBognel Harvey proffered him to take 
•the oat'o of an United-Irishman, and become one of 
•their community ; that at last deponent obtained a 
-pass from said Bagnel Harvey, with which he came as 
far as Bryanstown, where he was stopped by the 
guard of rebels who brought him prisoner to Scoi- 
Jabogue-ITovise, where he was confined till the Tues- 
day morning following, with many other Protestants; 
that about nine o'clock John Murphy of Loughncgecr 
in said county who had the command of the Rose- 
garland rebel corps, and was the officer of the guard 
over the prisoners, had ordered them out by fours *o 
be shot by his company of rebels, till thirty-five vcie 
massacred ; that the rebel spear-men used to lake 
'pleasure in piercing the Victims through with spear* 
and in exultation, lick their blcotly spears ; that while 
. this horrid scene was acting the barn at said Scolla- 
bogue, in which were alxjve one hundred Protestants 
(as deponent heard and believes) was set on fire and 
all censumed to ashes ; that exantinants life was sp3- 
-rtd because said Murphy, knew said Bagnel Harvey 
had given him a .pass, and through his intercession 
with said Murphy, loftus Frizzill was likewise spa- 
red ; sayeth they were both tyed and conveyed with- 
in, a rniie of Tors, v here they met said Bagnel PJar- 
A'ey, Cornelius Grsjjan of Johnstown in said county) 
Ksq. said Wiiiiarn Deyereu::, and many ethers uu* 
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known to deponent, retreating from the battle of Ross, 
also saith« that said Bagnel Harvey ordered said Mur- 
phy to take the prisoners to his lodgings at Collop's 
Wel£ where he gave a pass to Loftus Friz2ell, but rd* 
fused to give one to deponent, lest he should go toDnn- 
cannon Fort, and report what deponent had heard and 
seen ; saith that he heard and believes it to be a fact 
that said Cornelius Grogan had the command of the* 
Barony of Fort rebel troops at the battle of Ross ; 
saith that he was taken to Foulke's-mili in said coim- 
•ty that night, where he continued for two days urider 
a guard dressing the wounded ; that he was after- 
wards conveyed to Ballymitty in said county, when he 
obtained a pass from Edward Murphy, parish priest 
of said place, to pass and f e-pass through his district 
for the purpose of curing the wounded ; saith that he 
was sent to Taghmon where the sitting rebel magis- 
trates John Brian, James Harpar, Joseph Cullamore, 
and Matthew Commons were of opinion, that depo- 
nent might with the priest's pass have gone back a- 
gain and remain- tWre 'j sayethUhkt he strolled along 
the sea side under the protection of this pass till at 
last he etfectefct his- escape across. The ferry i of Ban* 
now»to Feathard on Friday evening the 23d instant* 
and from thence to Duncannon Fort this morning ; 
deponent farther ' sayeth" that he attended mass cele- 
brated by Edward Murphy, parish priest of Bannow ; 
that after mass he heard -said Edwardf Murphy preach 
a sermon, in which he said " Brethren you see you 
" are victorious every where, that the balls of the 
" Hereticks fly about yorrwtrhout hurting you, that 
« few of you have fallen, whilst thousands of Here- 
" ticks are dead* and the few that have fatten was 
« from deviating from our cause and. the want of faith t 
• c that this visibly is the work of God, who now isde- 
" tertnined, that the Hereticks who have reigned up- 
" wards of one hundred years, should' be : now eaUir- 
" pated, and the tinje Catholic religion established V 
and deponent sayeth this sermon was. preached after 
* t fret battle o£ Ross* and sayeth- he has. heard several 
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sermons preached by the pTiests ( to iWifrits e#ect ; 
and : furl her sayeth that liehas htfaWi several oft'ie 
pebels who had been at the battle of Erkmcorthy &nd 
elsewhere declare, that Edward Roche the priest, did 
constantly catch the bullets that came from his Ma- 
jesty's army in his hand,- and give them to the rebels 
to load their guns with ; deponent further sayeth, that 
' any Protestant who was admitted into the rebel amy 
was first baptized by the Roman Catholic priest, and 
that every Protestant who refused to be baptized was 
pht to- death, and that many to save their lives, suffer- 
ed themselves to be baptized. 

Stvorn before hie Majesty' '* justices of the peace for 
said county f this 23d day of June 1798, at Dun- 
cannon Fort* 

GEORGE OGLE. 
ISAAC CORNOCK* 
- ' JOHN HENRY LYSTER* 

JOHN KENEDY. 

Bound in the sum of two hundred pounds to pro- 
secute, when called on, this examination -with; effect. 

RICHARD GRANDY. 

(A true Extract*) 



, SUBSTANCE OF X TRIAL AT WEXFORD, 
Summer Assizes, 1799. 

- PHELIM FARDY was indicted and tried before 
Baron Smith, for the murder of a person unknown, 
at'Scollabogue, onfthe fifth of June I79ff. 

First witness for the crown*— Richard Silvester 
proved, that on the fourth of June, 1798, the rebels as- 
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*say?Ied,DttSpe^l^bQgue 9 to a very grejat number* nxm* 
td with .guns* pikes, and a variety of other weapons ; 
that about: two o'clock in the afternoon* on the same 
day, they, inarched to Corbit-hill, near the town .of 
New-Ross i* that a party under the command of . a 
Captain Murphy ,^f J^ughnageer>4oaViSting of about 
three hundred men, were left on guard over the, pris- 
oner* at Scqllahogue : that on the morning of the fifth 
of June, the day following, between the hours of .five 
and six o'clock, an express came to Captain Murphy 
to destroy the prisoners, for that the army were- get- 
ting the better at Ross ; Captain Murphy .replied be 
would not without a written order frorti the General s 
that shortly after, another express arrived, with the 
same orders to destroy the prisoners, saying, that the 
Kings army were cutting them off ; that they would 
be immediately there and liberate the prisoners, and 
that they would be ten times more outrageous if they 
were released ; Captain Murphy refused, as before, 
to obey these orders : that shortly after a third ex- 
press arrived) saying, that the. priest gave orders to 
destroy the prisoners* Upon this authority being 
mentioned^ .the rebels became outrageous, some of 
them . pulled off their clothes with teal to -begin the 
bloody deed : tbat witness on seeing the prisoners in 
the ^wsiiingMiouse pulling out for execution, turned 
aside, when he was met by a rebel who knew him, 
who advised witness to come with him, in order to 
avoid the horrors going on : that on witness going 
away, another rebel struck witness on the back with 
a pike, and with fury in his looks ordered witness to 
follow him, saying, he would let his guts out if he 
disobeyed : that witness followed this rebel to the barn 
where a number of men, women, and children were 
confined ; and saw the rebels with violence endea- 
vouring to set the bam on tire : that €he prisoners 
shrieking and crying out for mercy, crouded to *be 
back door of the bam, which they pulled open, and at 
times pulled the door between them and the rebels, 
till {heir, fingers and.handp wej?e-^uVofi^and until they 
Z3 



*eire b^rfxywerfedby ti&tttfartrsu^tyt^*undte& «rf 
*trawon fii'c fkuifg rn upon theirr, white 'otfeers *dre 
< piking and shooting them i thaT witness taw a child, 
Vho had been -shattered by this door, when it fell < a- 
cross the frame,: force itself almost out of the boom, 
when a rebel on perceiving the thild instantly darted 
*his pike into it, when it gave a shriek and Expired \ 
By this time, the tries and moans of the prisoners 
*tted away : that during the time witness -Mra**t- the 
'ham, he heard a constant fire kept up at th* dwetting- 
•heuse ; that on his return to the dwelling-house, he 
•saw a' number of dead bodies before the hall-door, 
-some of which be knew ; that he saw one trtan among 
the dead on his knees, while the rebel men and wo- 
•men were stripping and rifling the bodies of the dead ; 
that he was near the " prisoner, Phelim Fardy, who 
Tiad a rcrusqnet in his hand ; that he heard Fardy call 
'out' to them who were rifling the dead, to quit the 
range of his shot ; that instantly witness saw Fardy 
present-' his musquet at the man on h'rs knees j that 
•witness turned about, and on hearing the report ©f the 
shot, looked back and saw the man expiring. 

Question from th« Jttrv.— Are Jou certain that 
the. prisoner is the man you saw that day present the 
musquet at the man on his knees ? Ans* I am, for I 
have known him these twelve years past, I could mot 
be mistaken. ' r * 

t Mr.- Richard GffANBr, second witness for -Ike 
crown, deposed, that witness was a prisoner, with 
many others on the fifth of June, 1798, in the dwel- 
ling-house at Scollabogue; that an order being given 
to put the prisoners to death, witness went on his 
knees; and on several of his fellow -prisoners being 
brought out for execution, he, the witness, went to a 
window, in hopes he might see some person- he knew, 
, in expectation df being saved; that he saw the pris- 
oner, Fhelim Fardy, near the window* at the front of 
the house, with a musquet in his. .band, and his hands, 
and face blackened with powder; that immediately 
two men seized witness, and brought him out for ex- 
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eputiDni^tef^ffw./^w two,a>er> om their knees to be 
**bot % iMMrebei snapped his m usque t twise atone 
^odtbomvUiat l>/3 ^)>ea sfcwk his flint \vith his knife, 
• anki pres$itfed a tfiird time* when he shot him ; tlutt 
immediately <afteii f Captain Murphy came up to wit- 
ness*. an&c&Ued him by naipe y and sakl.Lc ..should not 
be put to death, and put him back int;o the, room 
where, he carae from ; that there be ,saw a man on 
Bis ? knees,, who afterwards he found to be a,JMr.<Friz- 
zell ; that he came over and intreated witness to in- 
tercede for htm ; that immediately after, Qapt. Mur- 
phy called out to know if all the prisoners .were exe- 
cuted, and came into the room, and an: seeing Mr* 
Frizzeil he ordered him for execution, when Grandy 
on his knees begged for his. life, that he was a stran- 
ger from Dublin ; Captain. Murphy, enraged at the 
-request 1 Said, he had a mind to bring out Grandy for 
daring to intercede, and havs him executed with Mr. 
:Frizzell.; that instantly after, two. rebel females came 
An, and iotreatcd Captain Murphy not to put the young 
.titan to .death, as it would .be. a great pity ; l?y which 
ine ans Mr. Frizzells life was spared. 
' j Prosecution c!osed*-r-Tbe prisoner did not pro- 
duce any witness. 
; . Thk jury retired for a moment, and brought in their 
,veudict guilty* Instantly the judge. pronounced sen- 
tence of death in a very awful manner, and regretted 
fee could not order him for immediate execution, as 
-the betnousness. of his crime?, so x I early and fully 
-proved, made him a fit object for public example. - 

Ow a trial at the court-martial about a week. before 

the assizes, it was proved that a man of the name; of 

. Miskella was tried, found guilty, and hanged for mur- 

jiers at Scollabogue, who was. for his superlative atr 

atrocities at Scollabogue, called the.'r&f /lo;n<zn, forhe 

>muld. not wince at putting to death Heretics 






• . . Vkridicus (a publication which has j^^sed through 
several editions, without any attempting a refutation) 
aetectathe following from a catalogue of dreadful atra- 
citites. 

" Dujumg the rebel encampment on Vinegars-hill, 
-they daily led out of the different prisons ; from twen- 
ty to thirty Protestants, whom, after a mock trial, they 
-butchered in presence of, and as a regale to the re- 
bels while an parade* 

.. a Some scenes of the deepest tragic woe occurcd 
in the course of these butcheries ; and it is universal- 
ly believed that not not less than four hundred Pro- 
testants were murdered in this manner on that hill* 
Many of them were magistrates, men of fortune, opu- 
lent farmers, or shop-keepers, whose wealth might 
•have tempted their avarice, or provoked their envy ; 
but the poorest Protestants were equally the objects 
of their sanguinary fury* 

<< One ov two instances shew how these scenes of 
savagery were conducted* John Conors, his wife and 
daughter, were taken prisoners to the hill, where they 
-saw John Plunket and J. Rigley, two Protestants, on 
their knees, in front of the rebels on parade, who Jbr- 
wed a half moon* While these three prisoners were 
011 their knees, one James Q'Arcy, an opulent corn- 
factor,, stepped forward, and shot Rigley wilh a horse- 
pistol; he then charged it with great deliberation, 
and told Plunkef insultingly, that he would do his 
tatsiness, and then shot him* Haying charged it 
again, he shot Connors, and he, on falling, dragged 
his old wife with him, as she had put her arm under 
his, to support him* His poor old wife told.XVAror, 
that she now wished he would kill her ; on which he 
swore he would do so, and was proceeding to effect U, 
but. some rebels more humane than the rest, inter- 
posed, and prevented him* These circumstances 
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were related oh 'bath at Wexford, by the* widow and 
daughter of Connors on the trial of D'Arcy. Brien 
Neal, of Ballybrennan, was led to execution in pre- 
sence of his aged father and a brother. Having asked ~ 
for a fair trial, he was refused. He then made a re- 
quest, that instead of torturing him with. pikes, they 
Would shoot him ; on which a rebel struck him on the 
bead with a carpenter's adze, after which he staggered 
a few steps, and fell ; when one Joseph Murphy shot 
him. His father was then put on his knees, but the 
executioner missed fire three times at him ; on this, 
Father Roach, the General, who presided at the exe- 
cution, desired him to try whether the fire-lock would 
go off in the air; and having accordingly made the ex- 
periment, it went off. Father Roach, thereupon, de- 
clared him innocent, and discharged him with a pro- 
tection, having imputed his escape to the interposition 
of Divine Providence. 

Unheard of tortures were practised on the hill* 
A Protestant saved by the intcrpositon of a rebel cap- 
tain, who had a warm friendship for him, swore the 
following affidavit before a Magistrate ; " That on the 
1 st of June, he saw a man sitting on the ground there, 
with no other clothes to cover him than a piece of 
'a ragged blanket : that his eyes were out, his head 
and body were swelled, and his cheeks were covered 
with ulcers : that on -deponent's exclaiming what a 
miserable object that was I The podr wretch* uttered 
some inarticulate sounds, but could not speak, from 
which he supposed that his tongue had been cut out. 
That an armed rebel, whom he believed to be one of 
the guards, said, that he was under punishment, and 
mentioned something of slow death, indicating as he 
supposed, that he was to suffer such a death." 

Many Protestants were massacred in their camp 
-at Carrickbyrne, with the same circumstances of cru- 
elty and barbarity as took place at Vinegar-hill ; and 
similar atrocities were practised at the camp near 
Gorey, which continued in the vicinity of that town 
for many days. 
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AFFAIRS OF THE NORTH. 

LET us now turn our attention towards the- kgr-th 
part of the kingdom it was supposed' there was 
most peculiar reason to dread ; as well from the stur- 
dy character of its inhabitants, as from its early at- 
tachment to French principles, and being the quar- 
ter in which the system of United Irhhcism had ori- 
ginated, which had afterwards spread so very gene- 
rally over the whole kingdom. 

It may not be here improper to observe, that so 
•far back as September 1796, several persons were ar- 
rested in Belfast, as well as other parts of the North ; 
and that it was in March 1797, General Lake, who 
commanded the Nothren district, issued from Belfast 
his proclamation (which made so much noise)^ for the 
bringing in of arms, ammunition, Sec. — arrests occa- 
sionally taking place up to the period we are now 
treating of ; a little before which General Nugent had 
succeeded General Lake in the command. 

The news of the burning the Nothern mail-coach, 
was received in Belfast early on Friday morning, the 
25th of May, and of course excited -very considerable 
alarm— but it was not till next morning it was gene- 
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rally understood the rebellion had actually broke out, 
and that the burning of the mail-coaches was the con- 

' certed signalci insurrection. Numbers of the inhabi- 
tants, who had not hitherto been members of any yeo- 
menry corps, made an immediate offer of their servi- 
ces to General Nugent ; in . consequence .o£ which, 
two supplementary corps, of sixty men each, were 
formed, and almost immediately completed — to be 
clothed at their own expenee, and to receive nothing 
from Government but arms and accoutrements. In- 
deed, such numbers pressed forward tobeinrolled, as 
would have completed several companies more, had 
the General thought proper to accept of all who of- 
fered on the occasion. However, the four old com- 
panies, as well as the. troop of. cavalry, were strongly 
augmented ; while arms were put into the hands of 
a number of loyal and well-affected persons, who did 
duty along with the military — and many of the more 
wealthy inhabitants, who were prevented by age and 
infirmity from taking. a. more active, part, subscribed 
largely towards the better supporting the families of 
those in the yeomenry, who, when on permanent duty- 
had littte but their pay to depend on. 
- On Sunday forenoon, martial-law was proclaimed in 
town by sound of trumpet, and the inhabitants forbid- 
den irom appearing in the streets after nine at night, or 
before six in the morning. In the course of the ensu- 
ing week a number of persons were taken up, and 
either committed to the provost, or sent on board the 
prison-ship in the harbour ; while several who were 
strongly suspected to be well acquainted with what was 
going on, were publicly whipped— in order to extort 
confession. Another proclamation respecting bring- 
ing in arms, &c. was issued by the General — soon af- 

N ter which a very general search took place in town — 
almost every house was examined — notwithstanding 
which the number of arms procured was very incon- 
sidcrabler— partly from the numbers already givin up, 
m consequence of the former proclamations and from 
many, w> doubt, having concealed them ; not *o much, 
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pfcrhaps, eti th* principle of disloyalty, as erf defending 
themselves against, ruffians of any description* 

Aboxjt this time, twoof-the four brass fie Id -pieces, 
formely belonging to die Belfast volunteers, were found 
tarried ma back-yard off one of the principal streets — 
they had eluded every search that had been made about 
them for above five years, and very probably even 
then would not have been discovered, but for the 
threats of the General against the persons in whose 
custody they were known about that time to have 
betiu-Muwhen r in consequence of a paper being cir- 
culated, very generally signed by the inhabitants, 
pointing out the impropriety of further concealment at 
such a crisis, and the consequences that must result to 
ktnocent individuals, anonymous information was at 
length given to the General respecting them, who gave 
strict orders no injury should be done to the premises 
on which they were found. Next morning the other 
two pieces were found lying on the county Down shore, 
within half a mile of the town, and all brought in by 
the military, with no small marks of exultation. 

Monday, the fourth of June, being the King's 
birth-day, the regulars, together with the yeomenry 
corps, fired three feu de joie'8 in the main-street — in 
the evening the most general and brilliant illumina- 
tions took place ever known there ; when very much 
to the credit of the General, the troops were kept in 
barrack till between nine and ten o'clock, when the 
entire garrison, horse, foot, artillery with their cannon, 
and yeomenry, marched through the principal streets, 
'the in habitants upon thisoccasion, were indulged with 
liberty of walking about till ten o'clock, when not the. 
slightest irregularity was committed either on the one 
side or the other. — Indeed, were an opinion to be form* 
ed of Belfast from the behaviour of its inhabitants up- 
on that day, at its ftkidejoie's, and during the illumi- 
nations, a more loyal town scarcely could have been 
found in his Majesty's dominions. 

Nothing material occured till Thursday, the se- 
venth of June, when a very general alarm was excited? 
Aa 



from the General having received uncjoubted inform- 
ation that a rising would that day take place in 0\b 
county of Antrim ; the object -of which was, among 
other things, to seize upon the magistrates J who 
were to roeet in the town of Antrim, to consider oh 
what measures should be adopted for the peace of the 
county— the barriers were closed early in the morn- 
ing, several persona were arrested, and no person suf- 
fered to leave the town- Though no one was pre- 
vented, from coming into it- The General had early 
in the morning directed Colonel Clavering of the 
Argyllshire, .who commanded at Blaris camp, about 
jnne xniks from Belfast, to proceed immediately to 
Antrim* with a detachment of his own regiment and 
©f the 22d dragoons, with, two pieces of artillery. 
About eleven o'clock, detachments from the Monac- 
hal), Fifeshire,* 22d dragoons, and Belfast cavalry, 
with two pieces of cannon, making in all about four 
hundred men, under the command of Colonel Durham, 
of the Fifeshire, marched also from Belfast to Antrim, 
where. Colonel Covering's detachment had arrived 
some time ; the cavalry of which had made an un- 
* successful attack on the rebels, .who had gat- posses- 
sion of the town, hi which Colonel JLuniley was wound- 
ed, Etc. &x* 

A* te.r giving the troops some time to refresh them- 
selves and couly reconnoitering the position of the re- 
ikis* a general attack was made on all points, when 
they were soon routed ; abandoning two curricle guns 
^hey had taken on geting possession of .the town, as 
also a brass gun of their own, mounted en a cai*, 
which they had fired several times during the action. 
•They we re. pursued with considerable slaughter, to- 
wards Shane's-castle and Rand&lstoAvn— -in which las,t 
mentioned place, a number of houses were set f»reu> 
.belonging to people, implicated , in the rebellion,-*- 
4 Sonie few feeble, attempts were afterwards made* qn 
jlhat and the next day, at I^arne, Ballycastle, and BaV 
Jimena, but they were. soon put down. The rebels in 
itascQunty.iippe^r^ waver.- 
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ing and dispirited ; deserting their camps (as their 
places of assemblage were called,) and throwing 
away or bringing in their arms to the nearest civil or 
military magistrates, with the strongest marks of sor- 
raw-'and repeutance. — The detachment from Belfast 
came into town next day about three o'clock. 

Information being by this time received, that a 
general rising was on the point of taking place in the; 
county of Down, and that a considerable number 
were already assembled near Saintfield, ten miles 
from Belfast, General Nugent directed Colonel Stap^ 
leton, of the York fencibtes, who lay with his regi- 
ment at Newtown-Ards, six miles from Belfast, and 
about eight from Saintfield, to march immediate- 
ly to attack them, before they gather d further strength* 
The Colonel accordingly left Newtown-Ards eavly next 
morning, Saturday the 9th, with his regiment, its two 
battalion, guns, and accompanied by the Comber and 
Newtown-Ards cavalry— the baggage* of the regiment 
havingbeen previously sent to Belfast, 

When they had proceeded within aoout a mile of 
Saintfield, on a most uncommonly hot day, and the- 
country through which they marched, in a great mea- 
sure deserted, they fell in with a man on the road, very 
probably thrown in their way on purpose, who in- 
formed the commanding-officer, that the rebels were 
straggling about ; Were under no fort order 5 many 
of them drunk in the streets ; and that they would 
never dare face the King's troops. This may 'be 
presumed to have put them something off their guard 
—be that as it may, two or three of the yeomen-ca- 
valry did actually go at a gallop- to the end of this 
town, and returned without seeing the appearance of 
of any thing hostile — of course they renewed their 
march with confidence, not dreaming of the enemy 
they' sought being so near,' until they came to a part 
of the road where there was a number of trees on each 
side ; when, in an instant, the yeomen-cavalry and 
light company, who formed the advanced guard, were 
opendd upoh from behind the ditckps by a very heavy 
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fire of mu«|uetry ; the pifcea ai,lhej»m^t^e;,d^fl 
across the road—by which , in a, very short time » t jtey r 
suffered exceedingly, both in kiite^ and wound &4f* 
the main body too was thrown into confusioiir^buj 
having at length got their cannon iota a. good position^ 
where they were of the most signal service indeed^ 
they succeeded in instantly and completely repialsing 
tfce rebels ; who went off, after sustaining much loss,* 
Night approaching, the Colonel did not think proper^ 
to proceed to SaintfieH, which was in the very heart 
of the couutry supposed most particularly disaffected 
-r-he therefore fell back to Comber, where the troops 
rested that night, and came into Belfast the forenoon 
of nest day, having suffered most severely from, fa* 
tjgue and the extreme heat of the weather, 
'. This day, Sunday the 10th, the spirit of insur- 
rection appearing not at all to be checked ; but ra- 
ther gaining ground in the county of Down, numbers 
of people from the country crowded intb Belfast, Lis- 
burn, Downpatrick, &c. as to places of greater secu- 
rity. Belfast, at this time, presented the appearance 
of a place in a state of siege— parties of horse and 
foot continually passing and repassing-nthe^ avenues 
to the town strongly guardedV-Hcannon placed in the. 
principal streets, and three pieces planted on the very- 
long bridge that seperates Belfast from the county at 
Down^-r-In short* every precaution wan taken that' 
prudence could suggest, to give the rebels a warm* 
reception, had they been rash enough to attack the 
town ; but they never once approached it. 

On Monday, the 1 1th of June, the county Antrim 
people continuing to bring in their arms, and appear* 
ing completely sensible of their folly, the General 
issued a proclamation, addressed to the county of 
Down, calling on them to follow the example of their 
brethren in the county of Antrim, by bringing in their 
arms, giving up their leaders, and returning to their 
allegiance— in which case, promising them pardon 
and protection, giving them twenty-four hours to con-, 
aider of it* This proclamation was sent through the 
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country ty patroles, as generally as the then unhap- 
py state of the country would admit ; but such was 
the infatuation of the people, it was spurned at with 
contempt ; so that it soon became evident the sword *. 
only t could bring them to reason. Preparations were 
accordingly made for that purpose ; and next morn- 
ing about ten o'clock, the weather being .still most un- 
commonly warm, the General left Belfast, at the heac} 
of the Monaghan and Fifeshire regiments, about one 
hundred and thirty of the 22d dragoons, with six 
pieces of cannon and two howitzers^ and proceeded to 
Saintfield, where t the rebels were collected in great 
force — the York fencibles proceeding at the same time 
to Comber, where thjey remained, to act as circum- 
stances might require — and here, Sir, I would refer 
you to the account forwarded by General Nugent to 
Government of this days business. 



Dublin Castle, 11 o'clock, A. M. June 14, 1798. 

Intelligence is just arrived from Major-Gene-. 
ral Nugent, stating, that on the i 1th inst> he had 
inarched against a large body of rebels, who were 
posted at Saintfield. They retired on his approach 
to a strong position on the Saintfield sicle of Ballyna-* 
hinch, and there made a shew of resistance, and en- 
deavoured to turn his left flank ; but Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Stewart arriving from Down, with a pretty consi- 
derable force of infantry, cavalry, and yeomenry, they 
soon desisted, and retired to a very strong position be- : 
hind Ballynahinch. 

General- Nugent attacked them the next morn- 
ing at three o'clock, having occupied two- hills on the 
left and right of the town, to prevent the rebels from 
having any other choice than the mountains in their 
rear for then retreat ; he sent Lieutenant- colonel 
Stewart to post himself with a part oij the Argyle 
fencibks, and some yeomenry, as 4 well as a detach- v 
Aa2 
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fcfels intBfytoWts I lake the lifcrfyoC l t ^Uig;^w.jn 
account of that affair ; though the^ laijgusfce is but 
poor ? yet the statement is a\attientic» ' »." . * ,? 

BATTLE OF ANTRIM* ' '■ : 

f)w the 7th of June 1798, at 9 o'clock, A. M. an 
express arrived from General Nugent at Belfast, to 
Major Srddon of the 22d light dragoons; command- 
hrg in the town of Antrim, to inform him, that there 
Was a general vising expected in this county, and 
that the town of Antrim would be attacked, in order 
to secure the magistrates who were to meet there by 
order of Lord Viscount O'Neil, governor of the 
county, 

- Major Siddon immediately collected his. small 
forces together, which consisted of one troop of the 
22d light dragoons,' the Antrim yeomen infantry, 
(B& hi all) commanded by -the Earl of Massareene, 
and About thirty 'men' 'who voluntarily turned out 
under the Sotntiiahd off 'one JVlr.jJi Charters. ; -. 
v Ti^js handful of brave men, waited under arms on 
the parade, (which U at the very fewer end of the 
town) from"! 'ten* o'clock Ai M. until two o<clock P.. 
M. when hi an instant* the out-posts were driveh in, 
atfd immediately after about 6000 rebels entered the 
bead of the town,, with two brass six-founders in 
front, and marched into the church-yard, which is 
exactly in the middle of the town. 

Upon this, the Earl of Massareene made a short 
but pithy speech to the troops ; the yeomen imme- 
diately marched up half way to the church, and the 
light dragoons marched up in the rear. Just as fhe 
troops had halted, Lieut. Col. Lumley, with two 
troops of his regiment, (22d light dragoons) and two 
curricle gunsVcame in from Blaris Camp ; the yeo- 
men were then ordered to file off x to right and 
left, ; in order to Tmfe the streets, and give rddra for 
the cannon to act*' JJelbre the horses were uhyoked 
from the gums, the 1 rebels' had fired two rounds o£ 
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stocking Tlie Isa'ltye ,wa§ soon r^turnecC ajwi the 
roof of the church being much damaged thp, ^rebels 
led.i.vte* the- houses and lanes. 
. LijftJT. Coj.. J^umley imagining this to be a total 
retreat, ordered the dragoons to charge, but unfor- 
mnatejy : tj*e rebels opened sp briste a.fire of musguet- 
ry' frofa the . windows^ that the dragoons were forced 
to retreat in great confusion, with the loss of twenty 
men, one officer and one quarter master killed, Lieut^ 
Col. Lumley, Major, Siddon, and Lieut. Murphy 
wounded.; •..-.. 

Th£ rebels being greatly elated with this, tempos 
rary advantage, rushed on furiously in order to suiv 
round- the,. yeoraenry, who still remained exposed to 
their, fire ; upon this the gallant Earji of Massareene 
was forced to retreat to his own garden, which being. . 
surrounded by a lofty wall, was a yery proper post* 
The yeomen had. been forced to leave the cannon in 
the street, but covered them so well by a heavy disr. 
charge of nuisqueU;y, that t}ie rebels could not touch 
themi.so that they w#re once more enabled to sally 
forth, and draw them safely off. 

Tjik yeomen continued in this position until four 
o'clock. P* M... during whicjh time they w e re, { often, 
fiuriourfy attacked. by large t parties of the rebels, ar*4 
as often bravely repulsed tjiem. The rebels being, 
worn out by so many vain attempts, retired from the 
town, and had actually sat down in a field adjacent, 
and had begun to feast upon large quantities of meat 
Winch they had brought with them ; when a yeoman 
who was posted upon the top of Lord Massareene's 
castle, beheld a large reinforcement upon a neigh* 
pouring hill : consisting of detachments of the Mo- 
naghan and Fifeshire regiments, under the command 
of Col. Durham, a party of the 22d light dragoons, 
under the command of Major Smith, and the Belfast 
cavalry } under the command of Captain Raine^ 
A yeoman was then immediately dispatched by a 
private >vay, bearing a red Hag, to inform the army 
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of the sttuafioh of affair** *« dragotfn* Jtttffiiaftal^y 

pursued, and the foot separated and made great 
sWhter iivthe fields* „ ^* 

Upon computation the rebels' % fo*»- fetaadtt** 
men, white the' army in killed and Woutxfed, lost 
about thirty. ' ' , ' 

Tn* Rt. Hon. fcord : Viscount O^e^ teceivfcd a 
mortal pifef^rom*d.ea*ly in- the &tmy of which- he 
died on tkeMnl* df the sfcmc motohV at tie East of 
Massareeue's castle in the town of Antritft. 

Nothing cou>i'exceed the valqur-of the troops on 
this occasion, a remarkable instance of which, was, 
one Jackson a young man, and a member of the An- 
trim yeomen, who having received a mortal wound in 
his knee, absolutely refused to retreat, until he' would 
discharge his piece at the rebels : this poo* young 
fellow (after suffering, an amputation} died, much -re- 
gretted by every real loyalist in this country* 
' THt rebel* were headed in- this, engagement by 
.M'Givoren, a petty grocer, and an inhabitant of An- 
trim, and one H. J. M'Cracking, a native, of Belfast 
M'Crtickttfg Was. since hanged hi the town of Belfast, 
.but.WGiyoren has been pardoned. y . 

. Th£ 'Tebeh were so sura of victory, tjiafc they 
brought horses and ears, to carry away the spoil. 
But the hand of God fought against theni* a«d dis* 
tsomfited air their bloody intentions. 

I am Sir, 
Your humble Servant. 

I.M. 
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CONNAUGHT, 

'' 4 * : 'IM August ' tY99 9 ■* 

in cQN&qrrfe$C£ of the French ikvasiok. 

F&0& JONES* S i SARdA'TitE* ' 



AMIDST all the horrors of the rebellion (thcsub- 
ject'oTyour Narrative,) previous to the French inva- 
sion, this province (Cohnaught,) happily for us, 
proved tolerably quiet— nor should we, I suppose, have 
been otherwise, but for the landing of the Frettch, on 
the 2 2d of August, 1-798, from, three frigates and a 
brig, to the nnri}ber of 1000 at least, near KiHala, un« 
der Gen. Humbert,* with a number of officer*; and ' 
some pieces of artillery. They immediately proceed- 
ed for this town— defeated and took prisoners a party 
of the 'Prince of Wales's fencible in&jtfry, commanded 
by LU Silks, who with a few of our yeomen-cavajry, 
boldly attempted to stop their progress j three or, 
four loyalist were killed* The French lost no, time; 
in making themselves masters of Killala — —the 
Bishop's' palace was surrounded by the French 

* General Humbert was accompanied in this exftcdir> 
Hon by some disaffected Irishmen, who had received com- 
missions in the French service ,• some of whom afterwards 
forfeited their iiye8—~a just punishment for thir base.' 
treachery* 

Bb 



awj a number of .rebels, somejn an. uniform jarovld- 
«d by their W mends/ 'Nothing V*atf^cJfflf 3" 
consternation which, prevailed throughout file l}Q Xi% 
the loyalists every 'moment expectihjg to.b^ 
«d in cold blood ; men, Women, and childreii fir 1 
ed in. tears, attempting to escape, but In vakri fiyjer^ 
fkVenue. leading from KUlala, w£s throtifcidf by fewls 
jnaVing in to receive theyrarrrR^fm^r&c^'^o^eiiS 
^ncjicated the malignity of their hearfe-i-iio offends 
permitted to -depart, but on business which concerned 
the, invader*. The Bishop ofKillala, Dean Thomp- 
son^ Dr/ Ellison, ( ahcT some other w clergymen, with 
their families, were taken prisoners and confined to 
the Bishop's palace, but Were aH treated extremely 
twreh by the French ? officer commanding. 

T6e following printed declaration was profusely 
strewed throughout the streets^ and read with avidity 
by their ignorant dupes* 

%IB2Rtr^£Q^lt7T 9 fitjiTEnmTYi 

/.'"'. '" "•' '. \u \' \uMQJfl '> :^\ . /•.' ;'.', • 

.>., a :jriwm&$i : - m . t . ... ..... ,,,.■;.. ... () , 

You *haVe not forgot • Bantry Bay—you know what 
-•ietfbfts France has madeHo assist ytnu Her affections 
*br'ydu, her desire for avenging your wrongs, and as- 
suring your independence, can never be impaired* 
* * A"f*«e r ' * several wmiccessful attempts, behold 
Frehchrheri arrived amongst you* v 
' 'Tflfcrfcome to support your courage* to share your 
-Sanders', to join their arms, and to mix their blood 
: w¥tb yours in the sacred xause of liberty ! They are 
fhe forerunners of other Frenchmen, Whom yOttshaM 
soon infold m your arms. : <" ■■• .r- v/ •".* 

BttKvar Iris i n ireii, ocnrratise^aimmotrp>likB'jrou, 
we abhor the avaricious and blood-thirsty <poHcy of an 
oppressive government v like }©Ti,wae ftoidVar' hide- 
feasible the vi£fet r of tell uatiuns to lilbetty f like yoo* 
wrc are pers^ded'tJi^tthe^geacctqfc iikeiJTOrid jshail 
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^^^^JyiS^'rfWj? £s # j$e tjfelmisS '-^RtiiAff' is 
bu&^&^d, mafce withlrapjinity a traffic of.tfie iridust- 
~ iS^our, and blood of the people. 
in , AuV 1c^«3iv% .of. tf* e same Interests which uhite'.us 
^S^P € jiPP^ r ^ m Oltves, ip love and defend you. * 




eyknti.ot.our revolution— Has it not fceenjmputed to 
you aa a crime I Are not tortures and death cbntihtji 
ally hanging over such of you as are barely suspect- 
ed of being 6ur friends ? Let usjunite,theh ? .and rnarcH 
te glory. '•■..- • 'V ,• r'!.'[ J . 

We snoare .the most mviolabh .ires/ice? /of your fird- 

flerties y your &«w, and all your religious 9fiiniom,.:..JBc' 

Jre£ t be wasters in, your o%vxl country. We look /or no 

other conquest than that of your, liberty— -w > vttier stie^ 

cess than yours, 

• Tit* • memen^ of ^breaking yoiar chains is. arrived ; 
oujr triumphant troops are. now Hying to the extremi- 
ties of the earth, to tear up the roots of the wealth 
and tyranny of our enemies. That frightful Colossus 
is mouldering away in every part. Can ttietfe-be any 
Irishman.bajsereAotigh < tp? separate himself at *u?h a 
happy cpajanctttre fcom the grand interests *>£ Ms 
coutatry ? If such there be* brave friends, let i\im ? be 
chased from the country he betrays, and. Let • his p#o- 
cpefty, become the reward of those genetpuv men/who 
know how to fight and d?e« •" • :. : | 

lKtsaMEj», recollect the late defeats which your 
enemies have experiencedjsroro the French, |- r^jooj- 
Itctthe plains afHonseopte,: Touloiv, Quiberon, and 
Qsfeend } .-recollect America, free from the moment 
she wished to be so. - ><.:-. 

i • Tnr cQotat'factw^ea you and your oppressors c an- 
notrbe -knrg.' • ~.,,- , /y 

' Union 1 £iTs«R.TTt the Irish Republic ! such is 
our shbutiv.Let'us'maTchi. : Our hearts are devoted 
to you 4, xmr gk>cy> is ia your happiness. > . ■ . ... 



palace~^he remainder of , the forces ^ra^isb^a^ejg 
'throughout the houses: the French wei^ x^^tya* 
fcitoUs to be supplied with the -very besi ,proY4sjpps, 
And We 'found' it .our interest to grarit \ti}i% aiMbey 
required for to socute our lives, dally ehreaicneiTby 
the rebels. That they attempted the -destruction of 
the loyalists wherever an opportunity offered ^ p^b- 
Kelv^lfekwWdgea^efrettby Gen. Mtmbtrt ra kfelet- 
tttfftd'tfee^JJrebkient-of the fcourt inrartkdtoefor* jrhoih 
ftotftwU^^rt^^was : tried ; in endeavouring to est* 
tfiftpfete' hkw he asserts « Teeling by hi* bravery aiid 
generous conduct has prevented in all the towns 
through which We have' passed the imurgcnu from 
proceeding to the most "cruel excesses/*— Yes my 
IWend, tlie extirpation of all who professed ! them- 
selves inhnfeal to their diaboKcal measures, waft in- 
variably to have been adapted, 

Tfcs vessels which 'brought our unwelcome £U#sts 
sailed from KfB#a the 24th — probably they were few 
tettdert to' be employed on a Second expedition, '©f 
Wfl! be readily admitted that ow sttuatW' during tb£ 
timVoF'oiir captivity Wai *ery alarming ; — ignorant' 
of ttofc Btate of 'the Kingdom, exposed' to the insuit*. 
efth^^rebels-^concludtng fromtlid accounts m hdtir- v 
^circulation, £hat tfee 'government had fceert ovc*- 
tttMed—also ttoat aft additional l?rencK ■ force WoultT 
ftrimddifftety arrive, we would hate preferred natural 
d^ath td such a state of suspense* 

j ST3cn Was the increasing insolence and thirst for 
our' blood, that the prisoner^ in the palace could only 
have escaped the rebels by receiving arms, &c. from 
tfie officer commanding afc the palace. — This y6u 
wit! meet in the official bulletin to tvMcb'I tefe* yotii 
Sir, 'for a faithful account of our deliverance'. J ' ': "' 
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X^rd^[v/ Y Letters' from Major* General' Trench, (0 
1 Vaf&am Taylor, firivqte Secretary to' Ma Excellency 

< rr ¥fte Lo'rU Lieutenant \ dated Camji % near jfciUalq } the" 
''^ithan&ieth instant. ' ' 

^^Si^^f;; . ;*;. \ \ vi ; ^ ,'/,.,.■,; 

\. ** I HAV£ the hona* to acquaint, y<H*,,,fa*;the in* 
formation of his, Excellency the Lord Uetfteftajit thftft 
previous to my leaving ,Ca&tiebar : .oi} Saturday fcbfe 
224 instant, I had ordered Lord Portarlington with, 
the regiment under bis command, forty of the 24tfc 
light dragoons. Captain O'Hara's,, Captain Wynne's* 
and Captain Crofton's corps, pf yeemenvy, to meet, 
me at Ballma* at ten o'clock on Sunday morning fronv 
Sligo* I also ordered the Armagh militia, consist- 
ing of above three hundred mei\> under Major Ache- 
apn^.to proceed from Foxford, and to cooperate with 
me at the, same hour*. I marched with the Rox- 
burgh light dragoon*,, three hundred of the Down- 
sfcjre»,the Kerry, recipient, the Prince of Wales'* fen- 
cMes* and two curricle guns,, with the Tyrawly ca«- 
"«aW> by the Barhague road, and ordered Colonel; 
*Fraser> with three hundred of his regiment, to march, 
from Newport, where I had detached him on Friday, 
in order if possible, to cut off the retreat of the rebels*. 
The forces under Lord Portarlington had been fre- 
quently attacked on their march, and Major Acheson 
was attacked by a. large body of Rebels at Foxford. 
On every, occasion they have been dispersed with 
slaughter* 

,. On my arrival at Balhna, I found that the tow.ii 
had been evacuated by the rebels, and was occupied 
Hy the forces under Lord Portarlington, I immedi^ 
ately marched, without halting, for this place* At 
about two miles from the town qur advanced guard 
was fired upon by that of the rebels. Finding that 
Ballina was in our possession, and hearing that the 
rebels had retreated to Killala, I ordered the Kerry 
Bb2 
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reg!m<mfrof mffifla, 1 with the det«c*ro&V^*fcMStt|c 
light dragoons, the Tyrawly, and CaptaWW^rlrfe^ 
corfs of yeomen cavalry, to fjrocejed' 'tijp'u* foYoetf 
march to JLiHala, by Rappa, which they performed 
with Zeal and' dispatch, as they entered flietowfcat' 
one end as our advanced guard entered~U 7 ©njlfa*' 
other, and maintained a quick and weti ,, «R^*ete<^iffrf , 
on the rebels, "Who fled in all directions •'•*•• i- < 

1frfE offibers arid men under • my -command ,-• Ife* 
ha^ed with zeal, spirit, and activity ? and -I s fcePittj^ 
self mtfch fadelrted to theii* exertions* I derived 
much advantage ffrom fifty men of the Dewnsbfre- 
regiment of'mlHtfa* trained by Major Mtttthetfs aa* 
sharp shootersy 'and- who, under his command* wltto - 
a party of the -Roxburgh Kght 'dragoons* formed my- 
advanced guard. To Lieut* Col. Elffet, 1 ^tho, with 
forty of the Roxburgh, charged through 4he towd* 
I feel much indebted. I must afeo beg learc te men* 
tion, m a particular manner, the assistance which I 
derived from Mr. Ormsbyj of Gortnorabt, : who> bf 
his accurate knowledge of the country throUgh-' tffeSchV 
I passed, and its inhabitants, was of the greatest 
service. I ateo owe much to Mr. Orme, of Abby* 
■ town, and several other gentlemen in the neighbour- 
hood o£ the disturbed country. 

Vpoh entering the town of Kiftafa, I {*reeeefle#*> 
the palace of the bishop, who I much feared had- suP* 
fered from the rage of the rebete, but was happy to 
find him and his family in safety, but pre served' freffli 
their violence only by the afcthovfcy whteh Charosty 
the French commandant of the town, possessed' ovfer' 
them, but which was beginning rapidly to decline be- 
fore we arrived, insomuch* that he was ©bKgedta 
arm himself, and the other French of&eere, with a 
number of carabines, which he delivered uploaded hi 
his, room : the bishop, his family, and servants, were 
arined in the like manner, by him, and served '-out 
with ammunition, in brtler to protect them from fae* 
threatenedvic4en£e of the rebels'; At tliepafatej lire 



H*WW*^fc$fb on tb» night. cffthc. tweMy-fpurth 
i©s|i«fe.^|»,ih9 ^^^AV^rq aAMmbU^g in great miro* 
kHfr^MP^W* 9»M -*b« J>p«&en> I matched on \ho 
me&fomtfit^AwWyt&ffc: ift thftt.dtfecUoa;. .they! 

Yity e£ the inwfe^aeveftl ^were o^ejrt^kpir ; lj«tvc«ja ,'* 
fiftjfc#)d;wWjF-ww fcUle&.&tt ia ar«3» and fiveukc^ ' 
pria»*M%r lAjwflif* th* fciUe& were several in French . 
untfom* I didwt retqrn, fewc till nwwio.'clack last : 
©igfct* Tte.nwn bare R)iatig«»£ntti*h^ .; 

httns wM» -ami wrirapwit* BdJew and 'Burke to* 
hamged yesterday* by *he,_.*e»te»ce of agenecaictourtt 
mvtiftU <Ifi*e mefcjfmct i* wd aurtendered theirt 
aTOft.ibU afflnuitfit . uwdef th<^ proclamation,;. I trust 
thai tjbeu? cgiwpfe VfiU.be, Mowed, by many others. : 
. J. TRENCH, 
, -.,:..' ',..-: .. _:*. ..Major qf Brigade, 
P* 3? *Xl*oM«. different actions with the rebels, they 
lost, between five and six hundred .men*. We lost 



<T*aw,qu^v^^w were prepossessed in beftalf of 
Uwtbijrafots* and p»rti^latiy of the Bishop of Killala 
surf ttoa*cQ9ft&$di wi*h him & his palaqe, is evident 
from General Humbert's letter, which 1 doubt not tart 
you will cortGu?.& worthy of being recorded in your 
Narrative. It is as follows : 

vjTQ THE LORD BISHOP OF KILLALA. 

'* \ &qyeb, October 26, 1798. 

,. My Lord, 

.QNjjie, point, of returning to France, I think |t in* 
c\upb$nt on,roe to testify in ,a; particular manner* the 
s$«^Q^sJw4tU \fhich you, jkftve, uniformly inspired 
me. 
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-, IfeosMfe toom»t<<**t« W^*9&tim&f*( 
being acquainted with got)* I c*»s*4 mat ,to?#eg ret *hat 
cfeanceyaaov ray duty «s* 6oldier,<>bhgod ^>byfcw- 
ryivg the .*courg« of w into yt>vrqe^hJib^i!b9^ 5 *© 
disturb the domestic felicity which you ^djoytdfaftd 
to which* you were every- way. *mUfc<^LsJiftttf&< he 
happy indeed* if on ray p<t*nv to ray cejuj(ry f c2 might 
fatter «yself that I had acquired spj&e fjmen$iftn&.to 
your esteem. Independently of the»$ai*icujaj>«m- 
spj»Sf I hate* for loving and respecting you* U*ed*scripr 
tkm tfuvt citi&enCharost has given, me of all your acts 
ojf good^ciiB to. him aod his officers, as w*U before as 
a£cr the»retalsingofXiUala r H«Mt for eVet claim from 
tite'the tribute of esteem and gratitude. I beg the 
feiottv of your Lordship to accept this -acknowledge- 
ment of iti and td share it with your Valuable family. 

v ? . I aiti, with the highest respect, 

My Lord, . 
v Your most humble servant, 

- . ..v ■• . ..:. HUI*fiBERT- 

You may easily conceive the happiness that aocceed* 
ed upon our being liberated, joy sparkled irom every 
loyal countenance— those who had undergone so. pain- 
ful a. separation, now felt the felicity of the restora- 
tion oT their friends, whose lives were ib* some time 
dbubtfuh To HIM who brought to nought toe ma- 
chinations of those who rose up against us, be the 
eternal praise^ 
w. - . . • • ; I am, Sir, fee* 



THE Editor flatters himself the following aopouat 
will afford to the reader the informarfofi ,so Jong 
sought for, i\slative to Ca&lcbar. . It is efctraqled 
froni the journal of a gentleman of- great -veracity, 
who favoured ; the^ Editor with the same* for this 
Nausaxxve.— The- statement wiU prtve. insetVaga* 
ble.. . ••,..-.•. .'. u. :■> .. • . .,•'-. • 
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fjeUfc^^kc^^^ftfan** BalKtfa toatfe^hnnigli 
VtHfot&pAol&tig^Wby are fo\i going to -bed,*** 
Hie JfcmtMt) SHUbf? Some mock*!* ami other* 
w*ted : hi&ki hnt* persuaded the rtne"n*d ame, .rtttwt 
t^j^^rv^aw) »ot rfo^t it/ At^levetf-olpkwMliai' 
iftgfety Dta Ktoifc* »h* fted to ds Iwn BuMnfl, ***» 
iirn*dd*te He ttatd there had -been some «*f*rtge*»- 
fHwfrwed at ©aJUna for some day* pt«t j *h%>t«frree* 
lw^c fe^fttc* tycrc seen <by hira&dl, n^ich At ^ftrtrt- 
appeared: with Eftgfah icoioura*-»-they Hud 'tj&er#!'«» 
lishibg-fcaat, ahd «fe*aineii tbe-inen. Al*>m : day4>r<*k* 
afcw. tvoflps iof ilw Carabineers, attd"S<»w« ydomanV 
went through Foxford, which were nearly aH po*t*6 
as picqueU thwt night, betwfcen BMlma tmd'Kttfotfav 
Q$r «r n Jet their -horse* feed, tofctag *he Mis *ut a£ 
their mouthy and A>efb*e they *He#& mounted the? 
were nearly suraonnded : tbey fetaeated fotoStallinaj 
haog^ otv the ctfanea maft taught {foraging for xh$ 
French* 'and then retreated 'jjcrfo Cas&lebaY; haying 
lost the Rw» MriJFertescue, and soane eff their tnern, 
it)>the«tirmt€h. * • • • ; ' 

<l!«ET^R , KBay > to,Ca8tiebar4hat itomi^.^Expttfts* 
eafiejr,- attd*ttdops teamed in with- us from -that iiR» 
Sttftdtty ioHdwimg t Gctoetfals Hutefeinaon and Trend* 
iWa*tn«©a*tlebar, and General Taylor ia F-osford* «• ■: 
OK Sunday right* a* ten o'clock, the Lon^font> 
mftkia taartfbed in;* JirhMt eating some bread pnd- 
cheese a shot was fired out of a .window -at them i iG . 
my friend, think of our situation I In the dark«f the 
night ; four thousand ravaged soldiers in the 4mmi 
A. noke arose, the ndafciour of -irritated passional 
Arms clashed against each ofcaer, and gtass.ilew from 
*ia«to*ta> *hH*t the enraged men hailed for vengeance^ 
ah tiie'otil^— The Genera! shouted for the officer 
QtfrtitftaittTingj (Captain Chambers) 'to stamr \*i*b& 
afcfieet until' the^ afeir afaoald be over. Tha idfo\r 
vfeo fited the abdt fled off, when 1 be tbeoght ;he ha# 
kiadled-a dame^hkh vt&dd destroy ihe^owrfccJ^av 
told if there had not been instant peace the General 
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would have caused the cannon to be brought to bear , 
on the street* and sweep it.withiginfte^KI^ Vi buvglo- . 
fy to the Prince of Peace, be gave wa$*taptfs*rtc* 
in ten minutes. The men had order* that Atghti 4o< 
be mounted and fit for action at two iaahc ,mof*in$» 
There were two roads between Ca*tJebaT*nd KiUalai 
one called Foxford, and the other Berpauagujdbai on, * 
the .former our troops were posted, but or *he tetter 
ourpicquets met the Freneh army, at two o'clock is 
the^morning and narrowly escaped being taken': they 
rushed into the, town, others were sent out,- but re- 
turned with precipitation ; the General was told the 
French were within six miles of us at five in tbe 
lhornhig. 

" Oil Monday about six. in the morning* some of 
bur troops went to Foxford the wrong road. Hsrang 
requested Cuptwn Chambers to accept my bed* I sat 
up all that nighty drew a map of the country and sent 
it to the General* A little before day, my wife told 
me, "1 will see this battle in - the street, having- in a 
dream beheld Flags ;—~a green, and another, of .a di£ 
ferent colour.'' — We then agreed to consult -the bi- 
ble— -T first opened for our army,. 2 Kings vti.iF, 
" Wherefore they arose and fled in the twiitght* *and 
" left their tents, and their horses, even the Camp* as 
"it was, and fled for their life."— We opened neoa for 
bur; country, Jer. v. 15, " Lo I will briag a nation 
" upon you from afar, O house of Israel, saitfe the 
u -Dord ; it is a mighty nation, it is an ancient nation, 
a a nation whose language thou tmowest not, neither 
« understandest what they say."— I next .opened for 
our King, Psalm lxi« 7, " He shall abide before God 
"forever, O prepare mercy and truth wbicfctfeay 
" preserve him."— I lastly opened fop my wifefand 
myself, John xui* 7, « Jesus answered and* said unto 
"him, what I do. thou knowest.not TKxw, but^bott 
H. shaft know hereafter.'^Fromali these I eoneluded 
#e. should loss t hat battle, but that the King ahd C*m- 
Hitution would-be still, upheld. • -■ ■ •••--'> < ■ 
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BATTLE OF CASTLEBAR. , , , 

•oJltfitf o"eTtfc1c tHfc French* army was wityiti * mil* 
aod * HaMWtKe town : our Infantry went out, amj 
the lhi$*>w*re formed. When the French General 
vteMffdttr^ifte^ he scattered his Frendhmeh in pa*r* 
Uefi-tfeita iri' the front, tout covered them deep behind. 
«feh;th4'r*&el§ in French uniform, and droVe then? opC 
with 4 feftrotog reserve of Frenchmen and officers^ and 
behind aH*, a vast multitude of plunderers, terrible to, 
behold! especially as a mist lowered on the moua-?! 
tains behind them, which concealed their true fore a 
from oar Generals— we stood in the street with trenv* 
fating- expectation, whilst Generals, Aids-de-camp ancj^ 
officers rushed up and down in dread commotion. > t 
then retired, and ascended to a high window, fronx 
whence? I saw* our lines in action. t O how I felt for. 
the brare Highlanders, who formed the left wing of 
oar army j tlrey, planted oti a high hedge at the west 
end of the town, supported a constant fire until the, 
French advanced near the points of their bayonet* V 
the Highlanders were theft forced to leave their post, 
»d retreat in cdnfusion towards us. Col. Miller 
mshed into the town, crying* " Clear the street for, a/, 
street action ;" when in a moment, as a dam bursting,,, 
its baafc/ ft inixtureof soldiers, of all kinds, rushed, 
into the town at every avenue ; a serjeant desired thft^ 
aH the wometi should go to the barrack, but Dr. Hen- ^ 
nins, another farnily and mine, retired into a house,., , 
fell on our knees, arid there remained in prayer, until 
the town was taken. 

The** were men in our brigade of the highest va* , ; 
low*, for instance Captain Chambers, he fQught back-,, 
vaoiaadkiHeda field-officer (k is thought a general) ; r 
he found a tmisQuet in his way, which he exchanged 
w«tfc* *r*soper-for a lighter ; with this* he fought on , 
thtffltidg*, *tti|til bellied five Frencfrtnen ; he was , : 
then closely engaged-with a French, ihusqueteer, when ., 
another PregtohftHm ran a bayonet down the Captain's ^ 
throat, and drove' the pomttjfit out attta'side oflnY 



neck ; he fifi» afad nearly tifcrf to- death* when the 
rebels wantonly leaped on him, tore his clothes off, 
and ribbed him t>f several' <gu»e&s» Oil. the other 
land,, the French fought, most desperately .-^Obc of 
them received; a bail in tlie sword-aon* he changed 1 
his s wood and fought on-**4*e then received? a; ball- iw 
fee left breast* bnt fought on,; at lengthy a noyaf soldi* 
er ptanged his; bayonet through him- Now the roy- 
al troops grew furious ! Many had their wives in,th& 
sown, and would rather die than ftfv Four brave 
Highlanders at a cannon, kept up a brisk fire.' on the 
French ; but were killed while loading* the gunner 
taken* and the guns turned on our men. New the 
street^action. became hot— before it wa9 /ica/answer- 
kig/taa4 but now thunder answering tfntndkr;; a black 
«loud of horrors hid i the light of heaven*— the messen- 
gers of death groping their way as in glodmy hell, 
whilst the trembling echos which shook our town, 
concealed the more melancholy groans of the dying! 
When they approached the new jail, our centinel (a- 
Fraser fencibk) killed one Frenchman, charged and 
killed another ; shot a third and a fourth, and as he 
(bed at and killed the fifth, a number rushed up the 
steps, dashed his brains out, tumbling him from his 
stand and the centry-box on his body. Still part of 
the French pursued our men ; seven of them follow- 
ed thirty-eight some distance, though our men killed 
the whole without any loss on their part. One of these 
seven Frenchmen had his head divided by a sabre ; a 
woman asked him in French would he be taken to some 
place, " No," said he, " I will never leave this until 
the Devil takes me," and continued calling for beer 
until he died— For near an hour the street-action con- 
tinued, when the French drum informed us we were 
to receive our conquerors. The command of tem- 
per evinced by these licensed phindevers of the world 
was truly amazing. My wife fell on her knees (she 
was at the downlying) entreating one of them to spare 
my life, he raised her up as a nurse would an infant, 
saying, « vivej' but they demanded beef, bread, wine 



and be«H we ' jifcrcfiawi thair .faw asfer-a* 'uvcmr. 
power, but the harfd 6f<*bd wrought secretly £ov u&,* 
Sx'dr seven of &e- Brtintftaaefi continued with me 
while' tjiey were in Castlebar. The rebels who came 
m with them }#an*|ered, drank and robbed without 
feelmg-^They carried ofF my wearing apparel) of 
which t acquainted the Frenchmen, who handled 
them so roughly as to prevent a further repetition of 
such villainy. ' ' ' 

ThY French and rebels plundered- Lord Luc an 'a 
and several other houses, the sight of them was truly 
terrible I Multitudes flocking from all parts carrying 
their flags and shouting for Liberty. Droves of sheep* 
cows and horses driven in every day — Next the" tree 
of liberty and a harp without a crown, are borne in 
triumph through the streets, followed by the com* 
mon shouts " Erin go braugn."— Now the church* is 
attacked ; obscene figures made on the pews, and 
some were so vile as to abuse in the most filthy man* 
ner, .the Bible and Table of the* fjOrdl They called 
the Bible the DeviVs book. Roach told a lady, " he 
hoped that book of riddles would soon be universally 
despised." The next subject in dispute is the mas>-- 
sacre of the Protestants— for three days this contest 
held. Teeiing, a priest Kane, and some others car* 
ried the point in our favor. Mr. Katie reasoned thus* 
as lam informed: "Gentlemen, when you were in 
the power of the Protestants, they did not shed your 
blood ; when your friends were taken in Wexford, 
they were not put to death, but pardoned, and take 
' care you be not shortly in the power of government-i 
Finaliy, if you will massacre the Protestants, put xat 
tp death with them." 

The following proclamation was handed about to 
*he deluded rebels. 

Cc 
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' ARMT OF IRELAm ; ; : 7~ 

LIBERTY an» EQJJALITY. 
Head-quarter* at Cattlcbar, \toh Jtructidor, 6th year 
cfi/ie French Republic, me and indivisible. 

GENERAL HUMBERT, commanding in chief, 
Che army of Ireland, being desirous of organizing, 
with as little delay as possible, an administrative 
power for the province of Connaught, directs as fol- 
lows : 

1st. The seat of the government shall be- at Castle- 
bar, until further orders. 

2d. The government shall be formed of 12 mem- 
bers, who shall be named by the commander in chief 
of the French army. 

3d. Citizen John Moore is appointed president of 
the government of the province of Connaught, and 
is specially entrusted with the nomination and the 
uniting of its members. 

4th. The government shall immediately attend to 
the organization of the militia of the province of 
Connaught, and to the supplies for the French and 
Irish armies. 

5th. Eight regiments of infantry of 1200 men each, 
and four regiments of cavalry of 600 men each, shall 
be organized* 

6th. The government shall declare all those to be 
rebels and traitors, who having received arms, or 
clothing, shall not within twenty-four hours rejoin 
the army. 

'7 tli. Every individual, from the age of 1 6 to 40 in- 
clusive, is required in the name of the Irish Republic, 
instantly to repair to the French camp,' in order to 
march in mass against the common enemy, the ty- 
rants of Ireland — the English ; whose destruction 
alone can insure the independence arid the welfare cf 
ancient Hibernia. 

(Signed} ' , 

The General Commanding in Chief* 
* '• .JiCMBEIlT. 
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How far tkclftpo ftffawing igttsrs of Qen. Humbert's 
will be found Correct, 1 am not comjietenk to determines 
as they hope however dfifieared mfirfnt, they cannot, I 
fixesutwb subject your tiublieqtion to, cewure : they also 
may be found intej:esting~~the reader by ^consulting the 
various accounts given will be enabled to form an opi- 
nion of their validity* 



ARMY OF IRELAND. 

Head~quartcrs at Castlebar* 6th year of the French 

Refiublic* - / 

The General Commanding in Chief, the Army of 
Ireland, to the Executive Directory • 

I am to report to you, Citizen? Directors, what 
have been my operation^ io Ireland* 

On the 4th Fructidor* as soon as I got within sight 
of Broadhaven, the army recei wd the appellation . of 
Army of Ireland* The wind being unfavourable, we 
could not make the land on that day.. -i 

On the 5th, the division of frigates, after beating, 
against wind and tide during twelve hours, anchored; 
in the bay of Killala about three o'clock, P.M. In 
consequence of our having hoisted the English flag,, 
many persons, of nojte, and some English officers* 
came on board ; it is impossible to describe their^ 
astonishment at the sight of us. Afc four orders were 
givpn to disembark. The adjutant general Sarazin 
landed first, at the head of the grenadiers. I order- 
ed him to march to Killala, which he carried with the 
bayonet. I appointed him general of brigade on the 
field of battle. The enemy was completely defeated. 
Of 200 men who defended the post, about 20 only 
escaped over the walls— the rest were taken or killed* 
Almost all the prisoners begged to be permitted to 
serve with us, , and I readiljf consented to their re» 
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guest/ +tfe disembarkation wai ri>ti^^Wd : tdWffo 
10 o'clock atnightl ' w *" ' * ' r{ 

On the 6th, Geheral Samz!inTfettJTiiicSifei c BliI!?n'A: 
a slight skirmish dnly took plate, the* cn^tWf*« ca- 
valry having retired in full gallop the space of two 
leagues. ' ' ' ' 

On the rth, I marched with the arm? agimwt Baf- 
Una. General Sarazin at the head of the grenadiers 
"and of one battalion of the'llhe, dispersed every thm£ 
that opposed his passage. The Adjutant General 
f Fontaine was directed to turn the enemy's flank.— 
This attack succeeded, and he took several prisoners. 
T pursued the cavalry during a considerable time, 
with the brave 3d regiment of Chasseurs a Cheval. 

On the 8th the French army was joined by a corps 
of United Irishmen, who were armed and clothed on 
the spot. Towards three o'clock P. M. I moved for- 
ward to Rappa, and remained in that direction until 
two o'clock A. M*. ' 

On the 9th, the army 1 advanced' to BfcfmlaV wMie 
ik took' post, btit marched from it at thrtte o'clock P» 
3rl. After a march 6f fifteen hours I arrived on the 
*Oth* atf-s'fcfc 6'clotik in the montittg on tm heights' in 
the rear ofCastleba*. flavlng 1 exattiirietJ the ertetny's 
position, which was. very strong,' I ordered 1 gene- 
ral Sarazin to commence the attack; l^Htt efremy'* 
out-posts were rapidly driven ify and were 1 pufsued 
^as far as the foot of the enemy's position. The gre- 
nadiers charged their line of battle, and were sup- 
ported by the infantry of the line. The columns were 
employed under the fire of * 12 pieces of cannon* Ge- 
neral Sarazin ordered the enemy's left to be attacked 
by a battalion of the line, which was obliged to give 
way, having received the fire of upwards of 5000 men. 
General Sarazin flew to its support at the head of the 
grenadiers, and repulsed the enemy. The English 
during half an hour, kept up a tremendous fire of 
musquetry, to which general Sarazin fdrbjti re'post- 
ing. Otir determined countenance disconcerted the 
English General, and as sodn as the whole of the; ar- 
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mf bad* qome^up*. J ordered a general . aUack to be 
made* General Sarazin drove in the enemy's right, 
and tqok three pieces of cannon. The Chief of 
Battalia, Ariouin, obliged his left to retire to Gas-* 
tietnir. . . 

The enemy having concentrated his force in Cas- 
tlebar, and protected by his 'artillery, kept up a ter- 
rible fire—but by a successful charge of the third re- 
giment, of i Chasseurs a Coeval, made through the 
main street of CajsUebar* he was forced to retire across 
the bridge. After several very destructive charges, 
both of cavalry and infantry, directed by General 
Sarazin and Adjutant-general Fontaine, the enemy 
was driven from ail his positions, and pursued for tlie 
space of two leagues. 

The enemy's loss amounts to 1 800 men, (of which 
600 were killed or wounded, and 1200 prisoners) ten 
pieces of cannon, five stand of colours, 1200 firelocks, 
and almost all his baggage. The standard of his 
cavalry was. taken in a charge by General Sarazin, 
whom I named General of division on the field of bat- 
tle, I also, during the; action, appointed the Adju- 
tant-general Fontaine, General of brigade, and the 
Chiefs of battalion Azemare, Ardouin, and Dufour, 
Chiefs of brigade- I further named Captain Durival 
a commander of squadron, and Captains Toussaint, 
Zilberman, Ranou, Huette, Babiu, and Rutz, chiefs 
of battalion. I beg, citizens directors, that you will 
be pleased to confirm these promotions, and that you 
will S end the commissions as soon as possible, as it 
will be productive of very good effects. 

Officers and soldiers have shewn prodigies of 
v alour. We have to regret the loss of some excel- 
lent officers and very brave soldiers. I shall very 
• portly forward to- you further details ; at present I 
will only add, that the enemy's army, consisting of 
between five and six thousand men, of which six 
hundred are cavalry, has been completely dispersed. 
Health and respect, 

(Signed) , HUMBERT. 
Cc2 
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ARMY OF IRELAJW*. ( ^ 
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' Head-gvartera, Cdstiebor, *ixih yeetr' if 'tteW&cft 
Republic. - ' w 

The.Qeneijal commanding it* chief theArm^joflre? 
land, .10 the Minister of Marine, , . ( . 

IruASSMtT ta you, citizen mmstery tk*«opy 
.of ray tetter>to the Executive Directory. Yiw*«will 
,perceii e that no exertions are wanting onour part to 
jfeifiirihe intentions of government* 
'• I hate made several appointments according to 
«4&£ Actions and to the military talents displayed by 
those whom they regard, and J solicit your support in 
robtaining from the executive directory *i confirmation 
iofthem*. 

About six hundred United Irish joined me on the 
*8th Fructfdor, and were immediately armed and 
\ctethed» On the 10th they came forward to the 
-heights in the r£ar of Oastlebar. . Tfceifirst cannon 
ahot that was fined drove them off* i expected as 
much, and their panic in nq way deranged my ope- 
rations, v 

Thk victory of Castlebai' has produced extelknt 
effects ; and I hope within three days to have with me 
a corps of two or -three* thousand of the inhabitants. 

The English army, whkh i yesterday defeated, 
is commanded by General Houghton, whose head- 
quarters are now at Tuarn. He intends to assemble 
twenty-five thousand men to attack me ; and on my 
'-sideTam doing my utmo9t to be well prepared for 
his reception, and. even to go and* meet him should 
circumstances justify 'Boeh' proceeding. We occupy 
Killaia, Ballina, Foxford, Castkbar, Newport, Bal- 
;linrobe, and Weetpot* As soon as the carps of 
United Irishmen, which I wish to assemble, shall be 
clothed, I shaft march against the enemy in the di- 
. rection of Roscommon, where the partisans of the 
insurrection -am most zealous. As soon as the En&- 



Itsh arm? shall have evacuated the province of Oast* 
nanght, ^fsk^ll paftf^he.SltaiMienv wd shall endea- 
vour to make a junction with the insurgents in the 
^4^hrWlwn 'this shall have been effected,. 4 shall 
be in a sufficient force to.march to Dublin, and to fight 
& decisive action. 
• Tfeifc tfrth Jttave until this day, hung back. The 
county df Mayo has meTer -been disturbed, and this 
TOsstt accoMrtifortke slowness ©four progress, which 
» other parte woiiM^ave been very xfcfferent. . 

As ebb handful of (French raaypossibiy he obliged 
to yield to numbers, and that the.noise of oanooiv may 
again produce on our new soldiers the effect: it had 
at Cattlebar, lolesire yoti will send me one battalion 
<of the tfaard half otjgade of light; iiria»try> one of the 
south half 4>rigade of the line, one ifemdsed and My 
of the third regiment of chasseurs aChevad, and one 
hundred .men of the <ftght artillery:; fifteen thousand 
:fite*toak&, and a mtUk>n.of cartridges. 

I Wili venture to assert, thai in the course of a 
month after the arrival of this reinforcement, which 
& >estimate at two thousand men, Ireland will be 
free* t 

The fleet may anchor in the bay of Tcarby^ by S3 t 
» $5 latitude, south of fclak MtttteUe* and the disem- 
barkation wrR be effected without difficulty. 
: I cannot sufficiently praise the conduct of the 
troops under my command. I must recommend my 
ferave comrades to the -gratitude of the nation, and to 
your paternal care. 

Health and respect. 
(Signed) HUMBERT* 



To account in part for our defeat at Castlebar,' and 
also refute Humbert's pompous letter, it may not be 
improper (though not in the proposed .order) to ex- 
tract from a recent publfcation* .{foe words of an officer 
• eejrvin&under Lord Gomwalli*> nclatLvGio the engage* 
ment at this place* 



*< THE French, with about fiftfeefi "faiiidttdTOftft, 
advanced ih regular order upon tbe King? sttEaopa* who 
waited their approach in the position tbcp occupied. 
The artillery, under Captain ShortaHv was admirably 
served, and made a visible impression, insomuch that 
the enemy's advance was actually checked** -and/ they 
began to disperse : at this critical moment? our troops, 
as if seized with a sudden panic, and without any ap- 
parent reason, gave way ; and notwithstanding every 
effort made by Lieutenant-general Lake, Major-gene- 
rals Hutchinson and Trench, and the very meritorious 
exertions of all their officers, they could not be ral- 
.' lied, but retired in confusion through Castlebar, to- 
. wards Holly mount. Lord Roden's fencible dragoons, 
however, shewed great gallantry upon this as they 
had upon all other occasions ; they protected tbe retreat 
of the infantry, and even recovered a six* pounder 
"which the French had pushed forward through Castle- 
bar. The skeleton of the sixth regiment, under 
Major Macbean, also behaved with spirit in the ac- 
• tiom 

The following is the return* of killed, wounded and 
missing, and of guns lost upon this unfortunate oc- 
casion. Of the soldiers of the Longford and Kilken- 
ny militia returned missing, the greater part had de* 
serted to the enemy. The loss of the French in kill- 
ed and wounded (and resulting almost entirely from 
the effect of the artillery,) was afterwards found to 
have been far more considerable than that of the 
King's troops." 

The total of our loss was, one Serjeant and fifty-two 
rank and file killed ; two Lieutenants' three Serjeants, 
and twenty-nine rank and file wounded ; two Majors, 
three Captains, six Lieutenants, three Ensigns, two 
Staff, ten Serjeants, two drummers, and two hundred 
and fifty-one rank and file miss'mg— also nine field- 
pieces. • 

* By comparing our return *vith Humbert's, fmge 
297, the Jafiaey is noto*U,w, and, tank., -more fidfy la 
establish the French to excel in gasconading* 
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,»l&Lflri<fa*4*ftr*ft* Uiffce day's a republic Hhfcjr elect- 
etb a Mayors tw<* high Justices and six Municipal o& 
ficers t Ubcrftfo equality y fraternity and unity r were' 
their blasted professions ! — Tho' we were slaves; 
was this Merty? Tlie French eat bread : and beef* 
tjrank wine and beer, giving the Irish potatoes, aritf 
teSiog'themto drink* what they pleased j— - the French 
slept t» -fa/t» and the Irish on hay in the fields } Was 
this equality ? the French beat and treated the rebelfr 
like dogs; was this fraternity? and they shot an A 
murdered each other, was this* unity ? No ; all was 
dem&racy!!! Next We were ihforiiied that every one 
irtio would riot take up arms for the French should 1 
be pat to death-i*then for the. second time I Resolved 
to nieet death, and felt in prospect the sweets of 
itoartyrdomv-^It has been reported that the French 
abused women indiscriminately ; but- this is false-^ 
Many of us proved them both brave and geherotas-^ 
those who were lyons in the street, seemed* like lietmbsi 
in the parlour— however I have imajginetf this to be* 
policy ; and that if they had once conquered the 
country, they wohkl in a niass ctit : off all w»ho { had 
opposed them : of this I am the more persuaded, 
their first tax upon Castlebar being 2000 Guineas*— * 
*CrueI specimen of freedom. This is most certaliH 
ffie French mocked the Papists, for paying any re- 
spect to the Sabbath, not eating meat on Fridays, and 
wearing Scapulars* and in my own hearing they de» 
ided the resurrection* 

Thus were we of necessity subject to this wM 
tyranny ; had 2000 kings iff our little town ; women 
worse than savages, bearing off hides, tallow, suet, 
beef, and clothes of all kinds to the mountains— they 
even robbed and killed each othei*; a volume only 
would contain their unnatural acts. The day befori 
they left us* ,the Marquis Cornwall!? reached to HbU 
lymount, fourteen miles from us, antl on that night 
one of the Frenchmen- who frequented my apartments 
feaifte to me? told' rae-the ifog#?fi Were coming* 'and 
that they mtrtt depart ; I tben- thought to- meet them ; 



but he meant to flee before them. On the ninth da* 
they, departed, commanding ■their'* co*n¥h\isaVy : an2T 
the mayor to have beef sufficient kitted* ffrjtfrern oti^ 
their return* % But they returned no more \ Arid the; 
Lord, aent their fatal harpies and devouring locusts^ 
with them. 7 ',"' i- 

We remained in great distress* dreading tlieir re-^ 
turn all that .day. Dr. Ellison wrote a* tetter? and a_ 
young roan, William Mayley, on my horse (who* 
w.£& s hid in.-a haok kiln, and was five days without 
fopd or. water,) ventured to carry it -to the Lord 
Lieutenant. .'The doctor finding the French were 
not returning, though he was their prisoner, set out, 
when* near Holly mount, he met some Hessians, Ha- 
noverians, and, Roxburgh fencibles, coming from the 
Marquis 5 with them he returned to Castlebar, at ten 
of a dark night. When our hope was nearly gone, 
we heard the noise of horses, ran to the street, and 
hearcj U>e Hessians (whom we supposed to be French) 
crying. haUoo ! halloo ! We remained silent, till Dr. 
Ellison cried aloud, the « King's troops:" with grate- 
ful hearts we shouted 4 f God save the King." These 
tbraygmen kept their saddles all night, though such 
a heavy rain has been seldom experienced, and next 
day rode after the grand army, leaving us an hun- 
dred French prisoners,' fifty of whom were able to 
fight : we had no other force than a few yeomen. 
In this fearful situation we remained, until Captain 
Urquhart marched in with fifty ; seven Fraser fencibles ; 
— -*hus we were obliged still to continue in a state of 
watching and terror for some nights. 

0» Wednesday, September 12, before day-break, 
two of our men being stationed as picquets, Messrs. 
Edward Mayley and John Dudgeon, they heard the 
noise of horses coming from the Gap, and proceed- 
ing to the road-side, demanded, " Who comes there?'! 
Ans. " A frie%J." ♦< A friend to whom ? Am* " To 
the French." « O very well," said our heroes, 
" Come on, my lads, where are you going ?" The 
rebels answered) « We are going to take Castlebar ; 
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we are captains, and there are two thoonsittd, coming 
within half a mile of us." Immediately these two 
brave loyalists closed in with them ; one of them pre- 
sented a pistol, the other his sword, saying " deliver 
your arms or you are dead men." Having made 
them prisoners, they entered the town shouting, 
tt murder J murder! arise to arms, or you will* be 
burned in your beds." This echoed so loud, all the 
town rung with it — hundreds repeated it ;~~mert un-' 
dressed rushed through the streets— incessant ram 
heavily descended I the drums beat <* to arms, to 1 
arms," whilst the dark solitary walls re-echoed, « to 
arms, to arms ! 1 1" At last the tempest silenced the 
drum : but no cause could allay the vigilance of our 
townsmen, and the gallant handful of Frasers. The 
guards continued to bring in prisoners till morning. ' 
At; last welcome day shone upon our afflicted 
town ; to me it afforded much consolation, my wife 
being in the pangs of childbearing all night, though 
I thought will light save us ? no ! only serve to dis- 
play our danger — thus hope and apprehension bent 
alternately the balance. At length all our forebodings 
•are confirmed by** discovery of the ploddfoig assassins, 
planted to great advantage round the North-west 
part of our devoted town. Gapt. Urquhart, with the 
spirit of an Alexander commanded his few heroes to ' 
advance in otfder. Our defence that day against 
2000 armed rebels, (in a country all in rebellion and ' 
numbers in our town with ope* arms ready to re- ' 
ceive them) consisted of 57 Frazers, 34 townsmen 
and boys— and one corps of yeomen cavalry. Ttfe 
Fraser captain divided his men into four parts— one 
part by the only piece of cannon he had, at the mar- 
ket cross — the second part he posted in the centre, 
between the market-house and the extreme entrance 
to .the town— with the third part he covered half of 
the cavalry at the North end of* the? town, where he 
judged the rebels- would attempt an* entrance/ and 
the fourth par,t he posted ui *a ^esteifl»*ttreet, near' 
aW;dge to cover the retreat of the 34 infantry, who 



i m i 

y*re t**nsjne|iV chiefly volunteers rfrcol^«»eddte^«H 
and the other part of the cavalry he posted 00 » 
©wurumce In the South rend of the low oppose. th# 
church. 

Xjje wisdom pf Captain Urq,«lwt in this distrifate 
tion of his men appears, when we conskle*, grst, Ifee 
Eraser? were so piaced,-tb*t tfcey defended the tp*m 
entrance— secondly, they were ready lo save the ca* 
vairy from the pikes— thirdly, they could support the 
retreat of the 34 townsmen if overcome— fourthly, 
they had such command, of the. interior of the Street 
and goal 9 that oqr intestine foes could not stir; and 
fifthly all the Frasers could m v a moment rush toge* 
ther, and assist each other if occasion required. .1 
cannot say whether the captain had all this in view:, 
but I could prove it all from .the positions of his little 
Highland .army. There was in the town at this time 
a certain gentleman who gave it as his advice to. flee 
to Tuam, and leave our wives, children, sick and 
aged with our properly .to, the savage plunderers— I 
mention this to correct a base newspaper report which 
gave him the chief place in our deliverance— But 
thank God ad&cotphman had the. command — Captaio 
Urquhart will be held in grateful remembrance by 
the loyalists of Castlebar. 

SECOND BATTLE OF C4STLEBAR. 

About 7 o'clock in the morning the firing 
commenced ; the rebels were furious, and fired with 
determination and close direction, at length a Mr, 
John Gallagher rushed from his ranks upon the rebels 
and was followed by his brother who commanded the 
party— another party then flew on the enemy — the 
Frasers burned with ardour to be in the action : 
hence all pursue the flying banditti, except a small 
detachment which remained with Lieut. Denham to 
keep possession of the town — now the cavalry dart 
upon them, kill and take prisoners until they fill our 
goals-— numbers attempting to cross a river were 
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4rownco% and many found dead in a lake. One rebel 
prisoner brought in, (his neck torn by a ball and two 
lodged in his body,) confessed that the intentions of 
that band were, to destroy the Protestants, man, wd- 
jnan and child — and to plunder the town, killing eveh 
the Loyal Papists ! Thus by divine mercy ended the 
second engagement at Castlebar ! It was awful to see 
those harpies like rooks blackening the distant hills 
as they ascended. After this Newport and Westport 
-were taken by the rebels, but Capt. Urquhart with 
the Rt. Hon. D« Browne, re-took both* 





FURTHER ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

INSURRECTION, ' 

IN THE COUNTIES OF 

I 

CAVAN and LONGFORD, 

In consequence of the French Invasion, in August lfc)8. 



IN a former part of this work, a detail has been 
given of the various actions which had taken place be* 
twsen his Majesty's troops and the rebel armies, previ- 
ous to the autumn of 1798. It would naturally be 
supposed that the numerous defeats which the rebels 
had every where experienced, would have been suf- 
ficient to have deterred them from any further efforts 
in the field ; but the approach of foreign aid roused 
all their hoped, and animated them to fresh enter* 
prises. 

Dd 



lyjthe counties of Westmeatji and Longford, antf 
ju parts bf Hbe tiouftties ;of Cavatr ihd^IjeJlH^^e* 
agents of ]the treasonable sodetie^ had b«ep ttJQdaiff 
inonly successful • in enlisting the lower otdeT* o? so-' 
^ciety under their banners* However, in the twtfla$»' 
Spr counties* they had not been able to -seduce any 
.person of wealth *or consequence Jo become a leader^ 
bat m the county ;of Xougfonl they found many of 
that description) who Ateie enthusiasts in their cause, 
jmd who influenced thousands by their example.-*- 
•Amongst these .were Alexander and Hans Dennis ton, 
t)oth of them men of property and respectability in the 
neighbourhood of Granard, the former of whom was 
the first Heat, in Jjje Mastrim yeomen cavalry ; and 
several other members of that corps. O'feara, Croroie 
and many more, also raised the rebel standard, and 
armed their followers' against their king, ' 

Tbk last expedition prepared by the French re* 
public against Ireland, was previously well known to 
4the traitors in Belfast, and elsewhere. Hans Den- 
tuston was dispatched from the county of Longford 
to that town, to receive instructions. His return to 
the county of Longford was to be the signal for a ge- 
neral rising, in order to co-operate whh and assist 
the Trench troops, who were then in the kingdom, 
■and were advancing rapidly, and with whom the Long* 
jfowl'Sfcbels-kept up a. close communication from the 
moment of their landing. <A strong post in a fertile 
fiart of the kingdom was deemed necessary to be se- 
emed for the French, in their progress to Dublin, 
Jind* Granard, wJiich lay in the circuitous route which 
jthe- position of Low! ' Cornwall! s*s army obliged the 
French general to take,- seemed to be such a post as 
,w,as desired. Every thing^yas prepared for securing 
.that pUiee, by what -they deemed an irresistible at- 
tack. Hans De»ni.s|tx>n had returned from ^Belfast on 
;the<th'ud of Septunben-**gents and emissaries were 
<lispa,U-K-i) every where, .to collect the rebet troops. 
3'biee tuousaud, eauie iwm the county of Wettmeath, 
ar.d in their march they disarmed a part of the Mas- 



\£fji .4*Hrp*j fcawtntfoded by captain Bcmtfc : severaf 
disroected member* oi? which joined the rebels.^ 
Great and sbamftfuF neglect was imputable to thoa? 
vjfa>3eiduty it was, and who had foil .c^pottunity &J? 
warning Graaard of its approaching danger; but ei- 
ther cawjirdic^ or disaffection withheld .fchosfe persons 
from dofag any act which might prose* prejudicial J0 
the rebel cause ; and thus Granard re*nained/u»a|fr 
prized of the approach of the 'enemy* tiff- it was rtofr 
late to- prepare against it. Armies were organised te 
the counties of Monaghan and Cav<Wj and weTfc ready 
toco-operate with the Longford rebels as soon as^Grat 
oard had fallen— of which event no doubt was theft 
entertained ; and Cavan, where there, was a consi* 
derable depot of arms and ammunition, was $p ,be' 
immediately attacked by the ..united rebel armies* 
whose- numbers wonld then have been ^immense— 
Monaghan alone furnished twenty- three thousand 
merr, who were armed, and' ready to - march- to form 
* junction with- the Longford ' and Cavan rebels, a* 
Booa as Granard. was taken* •'.'■» 

Ttffi garrison of Granard 1 wt^. at that time very 
weak. The yeomen corps of that town, and a felf 
of the Baifytttacue corps, tinder Captain Pailes, were* 
it & only defence. Qn the night of the fourth of Sep* 
fcembeiy the rebels encamped within view of the place? 
d» that day detachments from two of the county of 
Cavan corps 1 were sent thitlieri consisting of twenty* 
five* men of the Crossdoney infantry, and fifteen bftfai 
Riftnore corps ; but this renifarceTftent cotJld be*, of 
little service in resisting' the threatened attack on Gra* 
nard. lathe night of that day, expresses were sent 
from thence to Major Porter; who commanded the 
Argyie- fencible regiment, W send speedy relief*-** 
'that regiment, had arrived- but a day or two before 
Itam Belfast ^t Cavan antl Beltud>et, by forced march* 
es, iu order to oppose the progress of the French^ 
who were advancing from Gastkbar. . Major Porter, 
\jnder ,t(ie ; orders he had received, did sot hold him? 
self at liberty to detach any of his men from Cavan, 
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which was a^^tofin finitely moje, importance, than* 
Granard ; and conceiving that the appearance 



ving that the appearance of the 
rebels befqre £ranard anight be pnly ^Jefefi to^aw 
;off or weaken 'the garrison of Cavan, and thcr^$gj |? £j|-, 
"pose it to a successful attack;— he tKereforp £pr $f>me 
time prudently declined to send any, troops jrora 
iJience ; but further expresses c on t jmu^g tp' arrive 
'from Cranard^at one o'clock, A.M. on the 5th* $£a- 
jbv 'Porter' consented that captain Cot tin gham..sfc quid 
march to Us relief, with detachments of the Cavan 
'tnoV* Baffin terii pie corps of yeomen infantry* The 
eVerits of the 5th of September have been already laid 
before, the public in the official letter written on the 
spot by captain Cottingham, which letter is here 
fran'scrihefl. 



* ' GRJJMXD, Ssptf.6, 1798. 

: . ." ' Mt';LVrd, 

*' I HAVE the honor to state to youor Lordship, 
(hat the rebels were yesterday defeated, pear . this 
place wftfr great slaughter. 

. Having received, jyders from Major Porter of the 
Ar^yle regiment, who commanded at Cavan, to. pro- 
teed without delay with detachments from the Cavaji 
find BalHntemple corps, of yeomen-infantry, consist- 
ing '"'of eighty-five men, to the relief of Granard, 
which' was threatened by the rebels— I marched frpm. 
CaVan at tjitee o'cloclf In the morning of Ihe.^th inst. 
with ^11 possible expedition, and arrived between f 
ind fj at Granard* — the rebel army was then jn view 
bf the town, in full march to it, armed with mus- 
duetry and pikes, amounting (as appeared by the 
testimony of several prisoners) to more than ,6000 
then, ana commanded {*y Mr. Denhiston, a lieuten- 
ant -* n the Mastrim cavalry, whp, With others' of that 
Corps, and several respectable persons in that' neighs 
bourhood> had joined the rthel standar^L^ "7 * , ~ 
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w * *i*^t hH^ori, which Granard is built, affording m* 
tf\trpfjj> tuition, I thefe drew up under coyer. of * 
^iS8ge at some distance from, the town,' my whole 
'forife <&r&Utinlg: pnty of one hundreVl -and fifty sevett 
Itffantrfr and forty-nine cavalry, and composed of the 
i^to£* detachments and those specified ir^tb^^nar^ 
gin,* who nad formed the garrison, of tjjat place.^- 
The rebels advanced in one' column . to attack^ ua .in 
jrotft, but seeing* the atltfantage which our* situation 
gave : U5,;>aad which protected puriront, ,they haltedp 
and after firing some shots at us, > they formed them? 
selves iptp threjB columns, the centre of one of whiCfy 
was comparatively weak and irregular, and *jdvan« 
ting sjpw^y, was evidently intended merely to engage 
pUr attention, while the other two. columns, which; 
were of great strength, and formed in 1 perfect * milU 
tary order, moved off to the right and lefti under 
cover, of a high hedge, for. the purpose of gainingouc 
flanks, and.ctttting off our communication with the 
town ; this made it Necessary that I. should retreat to 
'a; second position nearer to Granard. The rebels 
"havings collected avast number of cattle, and having 
goaded |hem with their pikes, drove them at this in- 
stant furiously .against us, but we had the good for T 
tune to be able, without being thrown into confusion, 
|o turn them aside, in another ^direction* • ,. 

Our front being again, protected by a tank, w$ 
waited the -approach, of the rebels, * who trusting to 
the effect which they expected from the fury of the 
cattle, advanced close to our line, and were received 
by a. Are so well directed and heavy, that they sooft 
Jell into disorder* and after some time began to give 
tyay inall ppiote. This happy moment was seized* 

* Cavan infantry, 5'i—EalRntemfile do. 51— Long* 
'ford do., 9 — Crossdomy do, 25—J&lmore do* 15— Bal* 
lymacuc dismounted cavalry, Ml— Total 157. Bally- 
macue cavalry, \$r—&r:anard do* 3 l~7Wo£ 49. 
Dd2 



artftne ba^otWt^fttpktfedtb^paftlfett^^l^ riht^lfrr 
ter which ensued was great indeed-^and wbiid have : 
been irrfmrtetynioitso, had the nature tfthfigfroaad 
been aoch at to how allowed the cjrt^yitoiaeti -/H , 
i» impossible ft* yet to ascertain th* ittimtiet" of-tae 
slateMnit tfity $rea**y e*eewl *«r hundred ateiu. 
Several leaders were tilled, one of wlftftt ^ wifr/ifee 
son of a gentleman of an ancient and ifesptfatable fa* 
wily, 'wftdte oftly consolation new ty that tie has ex* 
piatetf hife treadon With hit Kfe. 

<Tfl« action eenttniied with Kttfe interruption from 
* few minutes after nine tilt near three i* the after* 
Boon* One column of the rebel army fled over the 
xiato^aros towards Mobil), and the other took its dt* 
FOenort towaid* Ec^ewerttotowm 1 have tfce*higu«' 
la* happiness to atate, that en our part not a life wa* 
Jostf *nd only two men w* re wounded, botkef whom 
are recovering* 

W«S!r it teeonsitiered that the whole force whfch 
I had the honor to command on this -occasion, 4ea* 
sfcted entirely of detachments frota yeotnertry <!©rps* 
so few m number, and without the aid>of any regu- 
lar troops* and opposed to an enemy so fortfaida&te 
by* their nonabefs, I hope your Lordohip and: tfaeff 
country will think* that they ha?e faithfully dis^harg* 
ed^thetrtiat reposed in them* 

-Wise my fcribnte of praise of any vahie to the ofc 
fiCers with whom I had the honor tc- act, I wookf 
hate much to say; hot the event speaks a language 
stronger than my pen can utter. It is a matter of 
real regrety that the exertions of the cavalry wereso 
severely restrained by the strength of the inclosores, 
wjhich disabled f them Irom adding thar-eefet to the 
action which their spMrand seal would otherwise 
hare don*. I eaunot, however, eriftt tny acfcncfc* 
le^e*»eMs-t&eept&kt PaDeo* of the DaHy m araeTg*: 
vatry, and captain Bfeliy and- lieutenant Heiden of the 
Gr*nard cavalry, fcrthete an*fet»* e«dec^vemrstoo6ft- , 
tribute to the sttece**fef the~d*y ; to tteWenafftsEfs* 
kine and .Armstrong, of th#€*vajftib£tit^$ BettdK 



atmgUh *l Aho^leMHn^iBfOe tofamr^ %jt*naijt>.. 
Booth* toi/tfce f<aaA**fe*tc? iofeatry,* heut^aat Bel V t 
oOtta^fynfeCMdBmoUftled caya)ry v a»d>]H^4^^ ' 
Efs*h»fr»i K»q* fwJm^atiaatly volun*eqre4 on tfy» ea-« , 
casibri* anrt/tnrtfee^ttoov* i« f^eo^tml^ 1 caji^mly.-^^, 
thatikr iWt**jrio*$tte daf.wiil,** ta* bt* comma*** 

•arftarecoMhitt' j?i',.-.-' 

/^ . » ichawetto honor to? fee* rtgr Iwajk), «.*. , : > ., 
-•. ¥oor;£af«k^ai0o**<oMi^ 

Mascots CokHwalljs- • . v :; . 

l>o tJte.partM3t»Hr* ddUUcd it» the aboye IeKefra** 
superadded a. for more, wMcb witt aitfsfc jn tayi»$ 
ba&*e the reader the fcaUt*t»iB*ement .*f m a*ti*% > 
the<bcmeifr*nmrttih^ from wfcwdt wove ofi an ejftn* : 
great beyond cakulatbiw 

Wh*i citato Cottmgh^ hrt.pw- 

tio» to 4n«Arfe.4h« attack olUte.pefeiel arro^ tbejapa* 
of 4jr*0tai!lt> and* ih«'4BaTFa<%^^wor^agpwpi^ Jagr the 
G?a#ard <bstooapted)*aT5fcJ«^ Tbe f**a£.ia <* amrit . 
Drto«ti ferty m»©d to at. c ops a jki ra bk fceigkt above; ; 
the*«djoiwB£ ground, and lately s«rrouada4<hjr a- low: . 
par*pat watt; by the boa* major Packo|dsam» of the 
33d light dragoons, who bad* bean qu«i*t*e4 these at 
tba time of tfec- FtvfccW landiogw-wkhm the far* i*a ' 
**ty *«r*al1;*>«cfc bo*Wirt£ y which serves as a {guaJKk 
moot* «*<* thewhote fen i* capable of coataimiig 
atoms fifty men> It stands near the weeterocatraiice . 
ittt* Cfranard* o» the Jiigfce** pot*fc of the bill on 
Wbtofc tttai <town ifr bi^ Tfce banraek»aoe at. tha 
cittern <*tfra*K# into die ^n^-tb«y are stirrouodecft 
bp<& Jwgfr wai4, on tbe four angles of which four small . 
faaotiaw harfeboeo*Pca<fcU lalhis place Ralph Dop* ,' 
piogt E^q* toob ^ofttwiOva fuw .man, andvby his jit* 
dloiou* and sfi&t^<3»fidaWf stacked the teft column . 
oftflhe reb*ta^whtoh~ had attempted to. enter at that x 
eod rf *h*t«ita* and l*W :*^<* a vifljettk efibrt ia 
talwthebaiTwtoby^a»AJ*f! .. w ■.>.,; 
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Dp«iYatirc whole of this oicn^^T^^tijbn, cap^ 
tain Cottingham received the most essential a>*istaoce 
fjom Andrew. BeU v Esq. of iDrumkeel^ in the^jjinty 
ofCavan, a member, of the attpmies ^valr7^>ho. 
though pot attached to auy. corps -engaged on that 
dlip, jretda.thc roost spirited manner, vpfcinteerefl his 
services, and acted as aid-de-camp to captain* €ot£ing- 
ham during ,the.beat of the, action,, and bj& the preci- 
sion with which )ie delivered every ;6rdeJ3 from the 
commanding officer*, and ,by his own personal exer- 
ti^,.aV a. time, when every individual had ample 
scope for individual exertions, is full y>eiUi tied to those 
acknowledgments, which captain Cottingham has been 
beard to taakc,;and, which werb onofrtted. in the offi- 
cial account before transcribe^ through the. hurry 
qpd .twwtit which nattira% took; place. at -the time 
mbenjhafc account Wmi written— rbnt the names of 
tylr. Dopping and Mr. Bell should not .now, be ore it- 
tod* £n:« w©rk, which has fbnm& of its objects, oot 
a&fothe detail of&atiant actions, but *l*a that of be- 
in& a irvemoritd of ti*ose,*a whom their country be- 
tome indebted m tfce moment, of herdistresa* i 

-Tjr£.niu?»ber.of J thft. slain <>a that day,, far, exceeded 
tfe&*ai»pt)nt stated in the. official, letter $ • we.bave.au- 
tfcoi;ity <i© say k. nearly doubled it. .,T he defeat of 
tte cdbels wan so- complete*, as well as so unexpect- 
ed by them* that almost all their chiefs, whQ, survi- 
Hfed thf? action,, lied* in every direction, and.ejvery. hope, 
^.fctattejl of again raising; the standard pfrcbeUlofe 
m;thal»D€*ghbourhoocL; t This will fully: appear? when 
ftdsjlold^thjatton tbe(appj^c& of .the French ,«* the 
towmof Cranard,;,on the eighth of September,. &ot* 
single 4rebel was aeen-Ao^aisc hh head, in, ^h at °^' 
bourhood. ;■-..•:.? < • >"'./■* iv* • *' 

' Thb i%ht-.cokimh'Of ^e f: i^ei,aEtt^y,ww>yrW^ 1 ' 
the -atrangeau anxLsyajL£omposeil ^rinupaLif..QLii^ 
rebels who; had 'iKGCteltJHbAta ^^ABB^^g from 
the cw»ty;«fi.Wej»tmeath* ..A.lar^ r hody of these 
moved off. togethdyi a&*r -thei^ defeaty t^W Soft's 
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Hospital*?, whleh they took; possession o/, and were 

o?^^tfe%tarlts, : #]ioni thtiy had confined in some of* 
ttfef %Vnts/| Hvheri Major Porter, who had marched 1 
f£&\ii CaV^ri^e*' evening after* the action at GtatiaVdY 
fbttlinafely^rriveil at the Hospital,' with twb-'HiJAdiM- 
ahtffiK/^of' his' regiment, Captain Palies arid hfe ck- : * 
vaf^Wd^sbme' other corps of yeomen-cavalry, who*' 
hacJ v j<Hned him.' After a short but smart action, tfref 1 
rebels/flsft in every direction, and iW wretched vie*** 
lims were rescued from death at the Ycfry irisiahtp 
when it was to be dealt out to them in a manner the 
Itiost savage. * - '->- 

The plans of the rebels were fully discovered; 
Had Granard fallen into their hands, of which the)* 
admitted no doubt, Cavan was on the next day to- 
have been ' attacked J by the ' Granard army, aided 
by above twenty thr^e thousand men from the coutl* 
ty of Monag^nm "alone- ;:: whilst other ■ 'rebel- * armies* 
^ftlch were'fuHy organised, and ready to : rise* atiir 
iftbment's warning, were to fall WBelturbet arid 
Kiflishandfa. The weight bf ; their immense man** 
bers, flushed With victory, and inspirited by the netfe^ 
approach of the -French, would too probably" have 
bortie'down the gallant' troops, which defended thoie' 
jftac£$w : Had they Men, the French would have beeft 
eliabletMe have thrown* great and poweHul obstafcttsji 
ifrthe way of the Marquis of GornwalHs amt^frtSe* 
jierai Lake: and the scenes of devastation and '*# 
Hihrcter, which a victorious rebel army, ivbul4' t*4r 
surely have exhibited? would • have rendered' th«* 
North aRke with the South-^a dreadful example of 
the effects of rebellion* - *- —«' • -•* ' 

'^O^iiA* 1 and decisive* therefore, were the benefits 
derived from this victory. The safety of the Worthy 
peWfcpa'of Dublin too, wa% fteefrred by it; ">. vt 

JjjjU 1 ', if'i I'Jim »J,l ■•;.ri"it»<*'n. >i '»» '■ il ">'l nfnnli'i'li jC'tl.Ht 

/•/•...;. w "i>ij»: -j... :'■ ..;**. .'.'i*. .;.* * » ,». . .:,;r'« 
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- • WESTMEATH GQUHTY, &e. 



« Jletter to the Publisher. 

Mullincar, October S f TT$9» 

, * WiESdir's- hos^it A*,! is, a- very fine Protestant m* 
agitation. It is situated* about six miles from MfofKft* 
gar, on the Longford' side, - and lies between the Tit. 
kfreaofMuhifarnam and Buhbtfusna* On Tuesday, 
tfcenfototth of September I798v : m the middle of the 
day, a- party of armed' rebels, several of whdm were 
the hospital totocrtirers, ran into the house,, with inten* 
tWBtbBsarp^sing the Rev< Mr. Radciiffe, who is chap* 
ljibandtofierintendant, fbrtaking care of the arms; He 
happendd to see: them when they wexfe near the door, 
Utodthwl joist time to? snatch a golrt and ran to toeet 
tfeetmL. This/ opposition, though unassisted^ except by 
# aertvantl-boy who carried a- Hundbrbuss for him, 
wjksl fonttai day~ effectual; as the partjr thought pro- 
per to retreat without accomplishing 1 : their purpose, 
Ik the scuffle- Mr. R. was* very severely wdundfed, 
a*d ttfoidZ the itebei captain* slightly-* 

Ok We^ddesdayy tiief fiftfrof Septeiw&erv a* about 

"VI *fWF WVC1T 111 1 HIV I11V1 IJJIltL} ITI V XIVolJllCU WHO UOi" 

rounded by a-JWod^ldus WH*H$t*tie orVreSete, men and 
women, amounting on a moderate computation, to up- 
wards of five tbouiand. } • Their cry was (6t tte arms* 



wbfcl? M* R* being weak-from the loss oT M(pq& aptf 
jiot having any onehe oquld de^eod^on, ordered to be 
delivered tp them, oh their promise of retiring peace- 
.ably . As soon, however, as they had got the arras, 
they broke in the door$ witji sledges, and plundered 
,the house of mapy ftrticles-f^h^yeren took away tlje 
clothes of the old men and boy s^ , ana stripped iQJF 
their shoes and stockings.. After they [had plunder- . 
.ed for an hour, they took Mr- R. prisoner, anjl 
bought ^iim.to the. village jof Mu#farpan|l, ,Where 
he Was liberated through the interposition of Mr.. 
jMoraa, the parish-pnest. He was then so fortunate 
.S3 to get safe, , into Mullingar, where he was confine? 
•by his wounds for -eigjit weeks. The rebjel array 
marched from Multifarnam to the crooked wood, 
five miles from the Hospital, expecting to be joined 
there by ^reat numbers from the county pf Meath ; 
they remained in the wood all the night of Wednes- 
day J#& fifth* feasting on the. fet sheep of the neigh- 
bouripg gentry, .and drinking the wine, &c which 
jthe,y.,bafl plundered from dllf&rent houses. Ojl 
Thi^r&tfay morning they returned to Wilson's Hos* 
pital, took possession of it as a barrack* and wejfc 
joined by a large body from the county of Longford^ 
Their jnujnbers now amounted to upwards of sevep 
thousand men, remarkably well armed, and so .con* 
fi dent were they of yictory, that .they were frequently, 
heard to defy the army of ten counties. The strength 
of their ;positioB was indeed very great, being suck 
rounded by walls, thick hedges, and plantation**: 
Tfcey had taken in the two preceding days, twenty** 
eight Protestant prisoners, who had not given them' 
any other offence, except that of being Protestants 1 . 
These unfortunate people were now hourly threatened 
with a cruel death j an$ as some of them haye der 
cjarerf, were on the point of. being led out to be 
butchered, when the report of a cannon at a little 
distance, threw the rebels into confusion. - 
*Xq&d Lo,ngfoj;9, who. had jflAt- been apprized of * 
the f rising till ,Wedoes$lay jthe^Aftifeiiiuefl most w»-> 
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common exertions to collect a force capable of op- 
posing so> large a body of rebels with some, prospect . 
of success j and was so fortunate as to join two corps 
ofyeomenry to his own, one from Finriab in the 
county 6f Cayan, and one front Oldcastlc in the coun- 
ty of Meath. With thw force, amounting in the 
'whole, cavalry and infantry, to something upwards 
"of one hundred, his lordship marched towards the 
hospital, on Thursday the sixth ; , and near the vil- 
lage of Bunbrusna, at about four o'clock, P. M. was 
joined by a detachment of the Argyle fencibies, one 
hundred strong, with one field-piece, commanded by 
tnajor f Porter. This detachment marched that morn- 
ing from Cranard, ' a distance of twelve miles, and 
'met Lord Longford by appointment. 

; BATTLE OF WILSOJY'e HOSPITAL. 

As soon as the rebels were convinced the army had 
arrived at this place, they sent five hundred of their 
stoutest men from the hospital, armed with" mtuqueU 
and fowling-pieces, and a large body of pikemea, to 
attack them. The Highlanders were at this time 
•posted on the high road, near Bunbrusna, drawn up 
'in very close order, with the field-piece in their 
centre. 

A desperate party of rebels issued from the main 
body, and ran' with violence towards the cannon, ad- 
vancing almost to its muzzle, with a determination to 
'seize it ; but by a discharge of grape-shot, they were 
made to pay dearly for their temerity. At this time, 
two of the artillery-men were shot by a rebel from 
behind a hedge. 

. The infantry now, made so good a use of their 
musquets, that the rebels broke, and were pursued 
by the cavalry in all directions. A large party fled 
to the hitl of Laney, just by, and were overtaken by 
the yeomertry, who did great execution among them. 
Another party got into the house and offices of a 
wealthy farmer, on the Mullingar' road, and flora 
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dfeocelfteS 6r* fhc troops ; the thatch taking fire from 
the wadding of the'gtatfe, the houses were consumed; 
aad it was'said, that several of the rebels were burn- 
ed in them. Another party took shelter behind the 
•demesne walls, and in the plantations of the hospital, 
that were quickly dislodged by two or three discharges 
-of grape-shat* At toe attatk on the cannon, one Bar- 
•den, the leader, a rich miller, was heard to cry out, 
" Boys, seize the gun, and the day .is your own; then 
.'twist your pikes in their Protestant -guts, and tear 
•their Orange souls out." Darknes coming on put a 
stop to the exertions of the military, who lay all night 
*m their arfns ; the feneibtes on the road, near the 
hospital, and the yeomenry m a field behind it. In 
the middle of the night, a party of rebels stole un- 
perceived within shot of the yeomenry, and dischar- 

ted a volley at them, but without effect ; Lord Long- 
>rdl* infantry relumed the fire, and twelve men of 
thVrebels were found dead in the morning. At break 
•^f day on Friday trie 7th of September, major Porter 
strpposing that the rebels were in possession of the 
hospital, was preparing to batter it, when he was in- . 
formed they had evacuated the place* The troops 
then marched into it, and refreshed themselves with 
wine, and beef and mutton, ready dressed : a large 
quantity of -provisions having been prepared for the 
French, who Were expected by the rebels'that day. 
All the black cattle and sheep which had been driven 
into the hospital demesne, were restored to their 
proper owners. The rebels were said to have lost 
in the engagement and pursuit, near two hundred in 
killed and wounded. Could the battle have begun 
two or. three hours sooner, the slaughter would have 
been prodigious. Thousands threw away their arms, 
and fled in the greatest confusion, on the first report 
of the cannon, and never again returned to thejkrene 
of action. * 

The loss,' on the part of the king's troops, was on- 
ly the two artillery-men before mentioned. Thus, 
under the direction of Providence, were seven thou- 
Ke 



sand rebels wetfl afttted, &ftd confident^ {EfiAftAnght, 
muted by about tw6 hundred loyalist ^wbbOi ad j«B^d3 
* fatiguing march on the day of battles AlUhfirrtiwe 
of the insurrection, the Northumberland; feH<fibk6^Ji 
fine- regiment, lay at Moifingarv but *e*e?n*3ve«keti* 
©d'by sefldlftg dfctaehmeuts to cMtfetait parts,' that 
the cottimarkfiwg officer thought his whole 'ftnsie baifo* 
iy sugioiem for *tliei'deferice of Hie town* which.Twa* 
bi«fckt!»eaf«ctte4 ' 

•-' ' E*fc«i"t efrcuftistance that took place I give you on 
kiyown authority and- that of respectable persons 
who were present ; and I believe the account 'to.be 
pretty accurate; I have written in a hurry, therefore 
tiope you will be ao good as to diets this up> and 
make what use you please of it. ; 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient humtile servant, 

T.R. 

. v ; Letter to the Publisher. 

V . Sir, ., ,.'_;./• 

7. HAVING seen many inaccurate accounts of the 
action sustained on the 5th instant, at Colooney, by a 
detachment under my command, against the French 
-and rebel army, I think it incumbent on me, in jus- 
tice to the officers and soldiers, who served so gal- 
lantly -pa , that occasion, to give a fair account of the 
business to. the public | whkh I should have, done 
fcefore ;' but that I ejepecfied my, official report , woujd 
have* appeared* . ..-.., , . *...,!, 

CHARGES? YERRE5E&, ,,,. 
Cotmei Lrmerkk City Mtftim, 
gtlGO, Sefitemdtr'26, 1798. ' * •'•> > : ■■-.'* 
••■.■' •»■«.».■-• ••-• - i ....■>• /•* ■• ,,.j — .,- 
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JnWidrJIOIJift nirieo'<lock in the morning of the fifth* 
Capftaita€)tHaraj ofihe LAney yeomen cavalry* ^wJiq 
omnamdod my: advanced picqvietfat Tubbefcurry* 
aeportedxto me that he had been driven back by tha 
adriacednguagaV of the enemy, after .a smart skirowah* 
jn.i*bksb he had one man killed and. another , woundt 
e& ff Shortly after, I learned 4ba* a^ division^ tfee 
Branch. anny had arrived at Cetaom>y> wUh.^ajfeint 
tention, as I conceived, of attacking, .lfei& tawnot *fl4 
as I judged it more aJvjseable .to attack teem-than to 
wait to be attacked, I inarched, out with *wo hundred 
and. fifty of the Limerick city militia! two curricle 
guns, twenty of the Esse* foocibie kvfajUry, thirty 
yeomen infantry, and a troop Df. the 24th .regiment 
of light dragoons. • < ....-.* . ... 

BATTJLE OF CQLQQNEY. 

0* coming near Colooney* I found the enemy 
posted on this side of the town, ready to receive me* 
I accordingly ordered "major Ormsby, with one hun- 
dred men, to occupy a hill which covered my right, 
my left being protected by a river. I then moved 
forward to the enemy, when a very close and severe 
action commenced, which lasted near an hour and 
a half; at length, the *ery superior number of the 
enemy enabled him to outflank the division on-,- my 
right, which was -compelled to fall back* At that 
time perceiving the ettemy to make a' disposition .Co 
surround me, and my dmmwnftron 5 being nearly J ex- 
pended, a retreat became absolutely necessary.***- 
From the unfortunate circumstance of one of thfc gun 
horse* being shot' in the act of harnessing, we were 
«Mt£ed to abandon our two field-pi eces^but as one 
ammunition jraggon, and the whole of the gun har- 
ness were preserved, the { gutfs*became useless to the; 
4 enem^.w.bo,in eenBequence, left them behind. 
Our loss In this actiony- (wherwt is considered that 
we had the entire of the French and rebel army, with 
nine pieces of cannon, to contend with) was leas than 



might have been expected; tibe officer and afar rank 

aotl file were waundecl. On tb* N »iderf).tJta JfttMfa, 
by their cwn accouM* above twenty were ktfites^ end 
about thirty wounded* fburtee* of whom yc*y h*Hg, 
they were brought in here ; of these fourhaye^flKft. 
died w* vke^ hospital* . The number of rebels must 
jh^ye tame.* greater proportion, but have not exact- 
Jfrtawi ascertained. 

^Lwwy^K great pleasure in expressing my. entire apn 
probation of the conduct of the officers and seldieraon 
this occasion. • To lieutenant-colonel Gough, I. have 
to return mv warmest thanks,, for Uit very great zeai 
and spirit displayed by hioi-^-ta major Ormsby. my 
thanks are justly due— as also to captain Waller, of 
the Limerick regiment, who, with his light company, 
■was extremely active. I have, likewise,, to express 
my obligations to captaii? Slessor, of the Royal Irish 
artillery j for hi* conduct in the action*. *od foe his 
great exertions* under a very hc^ fit** to bring off 
his. guns, as Wei} aa to captain .Whisil&r, of the iitk 
light dragoons* who,, with great bravery* wet tfc© 
charge. of the French cavalry > and obliged them to 
jetreau , 

. I have, great satisfaction to think, that although 
|te were obliged to retreat* the object of the action 
was attained— *i1ameJy that of saying this town*, as* 
from the acknowledgment of the French officers, if 
was. their intention to have attacked it but for the 
check they got, and believing that we would not have 
gone out to meet them, if not supported in our rear ; 
they therefore changed their direction. 

Return of the officers killed and wounded of the 
Limerick city regiment, in the above action.— rCoIo- 
nel Vereker, lieutenant-colonel Cough, xnajor Orms- 
oy» captain Nash, ensign Lindon, slightly woended. 
Captain Crips, wounded through the heck aml.jawsi 
Ensign Rumlry, shot through* the Hxxiy,:*ince <le*dV 
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3*n<n riff hns ---v .* : -. ;. > n *>,' *- . • ... 1 

-a *^0«ftr»ffi-V£*raieR, previous to his having pub- 
tfefted kh^fdrefcoirlg account, wag honoured . with « 
itatterfibm major-general Nugent, expressing his ap- 
•pfa»t&tiot*of*hft conduct, of whteh thV&Uoufog is an 
3ft0jfaet** ' ■* • : -j ,'-'.» 

J«ur/- -. - ExisKiZLEVi SAfrf My Iftfc, '. 

* ::jM tAk extremefy happy t6 find,*** *rrtjifky, J tha;t 
although the Limerick City Regiment ha» fttfferftl 
ihuch in the action Which they sustained with; the 
French'fbrce at Colooney, the officers are, in-gerieral, 
likely to recover from the wounds they received. . ; 

I congratulate you on the gallantry manifested 
by the whole corps on this occasion, and beg my best 
compliments may be presented to lieutenant-colonel 
'€*ottgh, and all the officers. 



The following letter was written by Mr, W, H, G, 
to a gentlemen in TurreWs-ftass, who was pleased to 
enclose it to the Publisher, The Editor has studied, 
as far as possible, to meet the wishes of those gentlemen 
who have transmitted the materials for this work, by 
sometimes recapitulating nearly the same particulars— 
this being solely his motive, jvill, he hopes, exculpate 
him from seeming tautology, 

. Further relation of the engagement with 
the French. 

. , . Bai/lina October 3, 179(5. 

JSfy very £ear Friend, . ♦ ' 1 

I WAS in Dublin the evening the express brought 
jatelligence that the French had landed. I went 
same ilay Jo Naaa ; it was eleven o'clock at night 
when I arrived there: you will admit I had a great 
escape* The army had marched, I followed, and 
overtook them in Frankford; we marched from 

E«2 
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thence to Athfone, where we joined the Ce«rrn»k{- 
-cr in thief's grand army destined lor Gasttebar * *te 
..then marched forward) and encamped****' titd* ?ii- 
"lage called- Bafnimore ; the next evening we>J#y«t 
Knock) on the side of a mountain ; from thai w» $&>• 
/cectted to Tuam, and there encamped ; we were then 
i< ordered to joh* General Taylor's * brigade? on* their 
►Aawhr from Stigo* Oar regiment (the Armagh)and 
*be ;Reay fencibfcs left Tuatn eamp (consisting of 
; fourteen thousand brave soldiers,) and marched 
through Castlerea for Ballaghadareen, where we lay 
-that night ; here it was that I mot my brother trith 
*tbe light brigade from- Blaris— you may conceive 
mhat I felt on the occasion*. About two4n the sranv 
•ing we inarched by Swincford ibr Caadebar, but the 
.-French had given us the slip and went for SHgo ; we 
encamped at Tubbercurry. The French and lime- 
; rick militia had a skirmish at Colooney ; many wore 
^killed on both sides ; we lost two pieces of cannon ; 
r— same evening we lay near Druinahatr* Our &d- 
rtftaaecd guard pressed so hard after .the French, that 
they left seven pieces of cannon* and a great quanti- 
fy of ammunition, on the road? the road was dreary 
Tsmd rwast#, owing to- their depredations, the house* 
being all plundered. Next day we marched upwards 
fof twenty miles, and encamped near Leitr^mv They 
attempted to break one of the briges down* but the 
£Jessians charged and killed many of them> which 
^forjced them to retire— -the road was shewed with 
dead bodies. Near to Cloon they drew up in line«.o/ 
battle, but on pur advatice they retreated towards 
Grana&I. At Ballinamuck they drew up again, and 
extended their line across a bog, to prevent the caval- 
ry from charging them, and. planted their cannon on 
a hill to tbe left of the road as it led through the bog s 
in this order they waited our approach. The light 
brigade attacked thein first ; our light company, after 
a few fires, leaped into their trenches, and dreadful 
carnage ensued ; the French cried for mercy. * W9 
sain for four miles before we could get into action j 
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ttKTwm Jbrgtot art their troubles, and fctagfat Hkerfo- 
:»iesy: -We^iirsuedihe rebels through thfrbog**-tftte 
coualwy ttas&cbeered for mites round with their state. 
r We remaned Ibr * few-days buryiaglhe 4eacU-4e*tir 
-&#imtl &kkm<mtd mar of the Itmgford mititfa* .ite 
;tabught 'an hundred and thirteen priaoBcts to C&rrkk 
on Shannon, nineteen of whom, we executed zW on* dby 
and left the remainder yntrt another -regiment JeJoJ- 
Ami our examfllty and then marched for Boyle, arid 
from that to Cultimagh near Gastiebar ; same night 
we received orders to march for Foxfond and relieve 
that- place which, had been plundered; Qtt our arri- 
val we fortified the town, casting up barriers across 
the streets—it was well we used this precautions for 
we had no cannon, and the rebels next .evening sur- 
rounded the town in great force, -kept up a smart fife 
for two hours, then gave way; we remained- under 
arms all night. Next day, being Sunday, we brought 
the Protestant inhabitants- with us, and marched lor 
Klllala, where we engaged and defeated the rebels 
'with great slaughter, making many firte&ners attorn 
w hung* A few. days after the battle we scoured the 
country towards the mountains, and after a march ©T 
thirty miles in one day returned home, leaving many 
dead* 

Our regiment suffered much, being in seventeen 
engagements. I never suffered so -much as on this 
expedition, from hunger, want of sleep and fatigue'; 
inarching forty.eight hours without tasting meat, 
Mature was almost exhausted. 

Yours*. e>c» 
*■' ♦ . W. B. 1 ©^ 
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The following fe an extract of * letter tffcfeh Was 
received by a gentleman after his liberation bit Ctfstle*' 
•bar, where he had been' a prisoner during the time it ! 
Was in possession of the French — it is given in the* 
words of the writer ; and is corroborated by the sue* 4 
Cfeding accounts : 

"K.iLLisHAWi)it a, September 1798. 

. t r . , My. ^ ar Brother i 

GOD only knows my grief of mind for your pre- 
sent situation— 'your being yet alive is a strong argu- 
ment that the hearts of all men are in the hands of the 
Most High* 

. Some days before the battle of Ballinamuck we 
: were much alarmed here, although we -little thought 
•that the French were so near us. The day previous 
to the battle, our yeomen, horse and foot, Carrickgal- 
Ion and Oakhill men, one hundred and six in number, 
went to Ballinamuck, on an information that a vast 
body of rebels were there the day' before ; yet aftsr 
traversing the mountains, not a man could be seen— 
they returned by Ballinaiee and Bunlachey. • That 
evening expresses from Ballinamuck informed us 
that the French were there. The yeomen of that 
place fled to Ballyconnel and Belturbet. The main 
body of the French lay in Clooh that night ; a Lieu* 
tenant West had his horse shot under him, while re- 
CQnnoitering the enemy, the wounded beast carried his 
master two miles, when he fell ; the helmet was alsoshot 
off the Lieutenant's head. The French General and 
znnst of the officers agreed to take some rest in Cloon* 
giving orders that they should not be suffered to sleep* 
$ut two hours — the guard let them sleep (bur; by 
which time the English army came much nearer than 
the French expected* Such is the Providence of 
God; for had they got seven miles farther in the 
county of Longford, it is said they would have been 
joined by many thousands, who* enfy - waited the 
coping up of the grand army to lead them* This 
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wA* tfcft *Iaj»* G*na**l J-ake's^van-guafd ikicm^hca 
igtfjl .^«> ^^BrgiVau4> wd.frpmJbAttcg te Sailing 
n3^^.if^fm\p& { ^^^^^9P. and; four miles from, 
(^tifflfo . \V to g t&e &fe»g> army crossed thu;Shaiinoi>i \ 
t^. town* wei-u JJIupain&tpd; for them, and torches 
li^J4 ipiftft tt&Pl* to give, thsm light. .The J*rtnch 
bejpg sq closely pursued prepared fcr an unavoidable ] 
battle ;— tbey formed qn a bill to very great ajhrajifc" 
tag^ haying ai>pg.QU their; left, and a bog and.la^ou. 
tbeir right* 

Fx-vjj flank aompanies, viz* the: JDablinj, Armagh,; 
Moqagbap, Tipperary> and Rot?, rcqyestei $e,hc$ai' 
I*afee Xs> fct them, ijiqupt behind the Ifassiansi . Qara* 
bineers, and Roxburgh,, fcc^s© airiest wsre. they to- 
overtake, the ^nemy., This request was granted, and\ 
tfcey soon came ;up wi& the foe ! The aba** w as our 
whole fciwa in : the action, anx} no men surely coul^ 
behfiye more bravely.. Seeing the enemy so advan-r 
tagtfously. posted, Vf isdom was needful, on the part ojt 
our Gonerali;. fcoukuaao of our troop* faced to the 
taffeajid marehed behind an eminence, to flank tbeir 
right wiagf . Pferoeif ing tbifli the French retreated to 
a«rth«««nilifince;i..tO'thia our artillery marched in 
tenfciVEhft enemy bad their cannon covered with) 
pike-moo* vshtt wer*, about- to take our cannon under* 
cover of their own smoke* General Lake aware ofi 
tjieft* deftign*.ord£j*d .the artillery to retreat to. another 
hill, and .finding his men so. brave, he ordered ttieiril 
techargetheJErenoh: through the smoke. This the# 
itidr; and with a terrible war-ahout so overwhelmed'. 
the? HflftBfih* that they, threw up their arms with caps/ 
OfiAhm* yielding themselves prisoners. Here I shouM? 
oteerve that the whole of the French army was not; 
ft&tbisi time engaged ; .four hundred and more re* 
i^ned 4*nGcaie4 behind the intrenchmerits* andred 
sobdexl by treachery 4q surprise our. men, when attach 
ibg the rebels : the point was to get them from ihufe 
boW-^a volley or two being fired, our men feigned to 
mtreat. . The.egd was answered ; the French rushed* 
«ut, mi our soldiers as suddenly met them *— -here 
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tSie ctfnte^t -Vd^ deipetate L 1»^ &tttt timev ffc£ 
French fell down^oflbring up thei* «rm% aad^t fcur 
men advanced to flecetvc them* they* tceacberoMaly 
arose and fired on our generous unguarded f men, 
and then feU again an their kneefr : the enraged troops 
i*ushed on, and killed numbers of them *befor# they 
could be prevented* Thus they overpowered, distrln- 
cd, and made prisoners, all the French, 'before the 
grand army arrived. The rebels expecting no quar- 
ters did all possible harm — fired many cannon-shot, 
but to no effect; they fled into a bogj the whole of 
which was soon surrounded by horse and foot, who 
never ceased while a rebel was alive ; after which the 
Marquis marched off with his prisoners. 
' There lay dead about five hundred ; I went next 
day with many others to see them ; how awful I to 
see that healthy mountain covered with dead bodies, 
resembling at a distance flocks of sheep-^-for num- 
bers were naked and swelled with the weather* We 
found fifteen of the Longford militia among the slain* 
Our loss was twelve— two of which were Hessians,' 
whom the yeomen took for French and fired on. 

' The 1 sudden progress of such a handful of men into 
the very centre of our island, was, I think, a clear com- 
ment on the words of Solomon,, that " the race is not 
to the swift, nor the battle to the strong." 

"Thus, what six thousand could not do at Caatlebar, 
five Rank companies and a few cavalry effected at 
fiallinamuck ! Livy says, in all human affaire, espe- 
cially war, fortune hatha mighty sway; and no 
where is the event less answerable to the expectation 
than in war. * Plutarch observes,, there was no twple 
in Rome dedicated to wisdom or valour, but a meet* 
magnificent one to fortune; signifying that they/ 
ascribed their success to Providence, not to their cou* • 
rage; or conduct. May the loyalists never lose sight 
•f this lesson.. «... ;..'.« 



€tyty?tf j* ji$ifr tfrom Lieut. Genertf Zate w C<#/. ; 
i ,Tajtfdr^ 7#wwte Bccretary to hi* E&cettency the Lord 
uJ&ut&*m$f da&d Camfa near* IhUiharnuck, - ; 'f 

-<i< ;. .1 • - September 8th 1798i' 

~.£ H*vr the honour to acquaint you, f6r th^ infoi* 
oration o£ his Excellency the Lord lieutenant; that 
findtegupon my arrival at Ballaghy that the frencb 
army had passed that place from Castlebaiy I immedi- 
ately followed them to watch their motions. Lieuti 
Col. Crawford, who commanded my advanced corps',] 
composed of detachments of Hompesch's and the first 
f enclbie cavalry, by great vigilance and activity, hung 
so close upon their rear, that they could not escape . 
from me, although they drove the country and carried 
with -them all the horses* 

After four days and nights most severe march- 
ing, my column, consisting of the carabineers, detach- 
ments of the 23d light dragoons, the first fencible 
light dragoons, and the Roxburgh fencible dragoons, 
under the command of Col# Sir Thomas Chapman, 
Lieut. Col* Maxwell, Earl of Rod en, and Captain Kerr, 
the 3d battalion of light infantry, the Armagh and 
part of the Kerry militia, the Reay, Northampton, 
and Prince of Wales's fencible regiments of infantry, 
under the command of Lieut. Col. Innes, of the 64tk, 
rfegiment, Lord Viscount Gosford, Earl ofGlandore tl 
Major Ross, Lieut* Col. Bulkeley, and Lieut. Col. 1 
Macartney, arrived at Cloon about seven this morii- \ 
ia^, where having received directions to follow 
tfte enemy on the same line, whilst his Excellency. 
rtioved by the lower road to intercept them, I ad % 
Wno*d' having previously detached the Morfaghan" 
light company, mounted behind dragoons to harrass" 
their rear; ^ . v'* 

Lieut. Col. Crawford on coming up with the* 
French rearguard, summoned them to surrender; 
but as they did not attend to his summons he attack- 
ed them, upon which upwards of 200 French infan- 



fry AreW &tm> their arms: «u*tiGr,th* idea {hat *ht 
Vest of the corps would do the same thing-^G^&ia 
Packenham, Lieut.' General of oi*dnanoe, and Major 
General Cradock rode up to them.— The enemyj, 
ftowever, instantly commenced a fire of cannon and 
musqpietry which wounded General Cradock upon 
which I ordered tap the third battalion -of light ittfen- 
£ry,4junder the command of taepU CqL lanes, aari 
commenced the attack upon the enemy's position* 
The action lasted upwards of half an hour, -when ,tbe 
remainder of the column making its appearance, the 
French surrendered at discretion. The rebels Who 
fled in aH directions, suffered severely. 
* : The cofiduct of the- cavalry was highly conspicu- 
ous. The third light battalion, and part of the Ar- 
magh militia (the only infantry that were engaged) 
behaved most gallantly, and deserve my warmest 
praise. Lieut, Col- Inncs's spirit and judgment con- 
tributed much to our success. 

To Brigadier Gen. Taylor I have to Teturn my 
most sincere thanks for his great exertions and assist* 
Ance, particularly on this day— also to Lord Roden, 
Sir Thomas Chapman, Major Kerr, and Capt. Fer- 
guson, whose example contributed much to animate 
•the troops* I ought not to omit mentioning Lieut. 
Col* Maxwell, Major Packenham, and Gapt. Kerr, 
* whose conduct was equally meritorious— and I feel 
. infinitely thankful to all the commanding officers of 
-corps, who, during so fatiguing a march, encouraged 
their men to bear it with unremitting perseverance. 
- To Gaptain Packenham, Lieut. Col, Clinton (who 
came to me with orders from Lord CornwaUis) and 
Major General Cradock, (who joined me in the morn- 
ing) I am highly indebted for their spirited support; 
the latter,, though early wounded, would not retire 
from the field during the action; 

I acknowledge with gratitude the zeal and acti- 
vity displayed on all occasions by Lieut. Col* Meade, 
Major Hardy, assistant Quarter-Master-General, 
Captains Taylor and Efa&ace of the engineers, Capt. 
Nicholson and my other Aid-de-camp. 
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IC4KKOT conclude my letter *i$out eitpreswng 
\iqw. much our success U to be attributed to the spV 
lit and activity of Liev^t. Cot Crawford. I beg leave 
to recommend him as a most deserving .officer* 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

: &. LAKE. 

Jhoto*n>«f the killed, wouadsd, and missing, oftht 
OUog's forces, ait the btrttfo of Ballinasmick, Sqs- 

4tfjlber>0, 1798. 
. Lisbt. Stephens, of the Carabineers, wounded* 
Three prrrates killed, twelve wounded, and three 
missing. * Eleven .horses feiHed, one wounded, and 
eight missings 

Ordnance, arms, and ammunition taken. Three 
light French four-pounders— five ditto, ammunition* 
-waggons, nearly fuM of made-up ammunition— one 
•ditto, tumbril-— Seven hundred stand of arms, with 
-belts and pouches. With a great number of pikes. 

tiliturn+fthe French Army taken fhrhwieri at the bat- 
tle qf BaHhtamutky Se/it.Q, 1708. 
General and other officers, 96. Non-commissi- 
oned officers and soldiers, 748. Horses, about 100. 
Ninety-six rebels taken— three of them called 
general officers, by the names of Roach, Blake, and 
•Teeling.* 

The enemy, in their retreat before the troops un- 
der my command; were compelled to abandon nine 
pieces of, cannon, .which they had taken. in the for- 
-mer actions with his Majesty's forces. 

G. LAKE, Lieut. General. 

■ , l i ' ■ . i ■ n\ i\ 

• The two bfttr rince hanged* 
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TTitE French ma'rinS minister published tfcetollow- 
mg ldtter.from Xiefieral Hurrl'bcrt to the;ExetUlWe 
Dirextoryi. the fallacy 'of which is too tiotbrtoUs to rt?- 
tiuire' refutation.'' ' ' " ' '' '"" '■ " . '• ' " ' "" 

:♦'..< .<Lichfiela\ 2 Fendemiaire, Sept. 25, 1798. 

CiTtiSKKa Directors, 
- AFTER litt^ri^ttbhufted the' greatest fevccesses, 
itf^ mfcde the arms of the French Republic to 'tri- 
umph -during my stay in Ireland,. I have at length 
rbeen obUged to, submit to a .superior force? of .-thirty 
ihnusawL troops, commanded by Lpro 1 Comwailis. y 
i I ama prisonea\of war uponmy^arole. . . 

(Signed) 0UMW»T."; 

*» .: .'• l ;. ■"■•..: n. :■• /• - . , • . . 

.-. THE bravery = of all. otrr soldiery was, beyond 
praise ; the Armagh -militia}, in> pa^ticuJlar, did not 
.tire a single shot, but rushed upoa the enemy. with 
fixed bayonets in such a, stile -a* to astonish the. ve- 
terans' of the army of Italy, 

-That gallant ijoblem an* .Lord JRodei^a^ain dfe- 
tinguisbe^ himself * bis conduct at Clondalken and 
Vihegar-hiji was even outdone by, his, bravery at Bal- 
Jmamuck :— His'Jiorse carried him-ip a rapid charge 

Ilntb the cen'tre of tlic^enerny, with €pght of his troop ; 

*this small but spirited body cut their way back to 

'their own friends through the whole French column. 



Copy of the Lord' Lieutenant's Letter to the Duke, tf 
, Portlan </,* relative Jto\ the -defeat of the French. 

1 ~ S T 7 Jo K N ST W*f, C UN T Y fXqN G FOR D , 

9th September, 1799. 

My Lord, . . 

WHEN I wrote to your Grace on the 5lh, lhad 

every reason to believe, from the enemy's movement 

to Brumahare, that it vfaf their intention to march to 

ihe .North, and it was natural to suppose, that they 
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might- hope, that a French force woijU-get into soma 
of fw.A>ajMn that part of the cqurjtiy* without, a suc- 
cour t q£ "\fhich kind e>ery point of (flection for their 
ipatph seemed equally .desperate. f I received how- 
ever .very early in the morning of. the Yt^ accounts 
from General Lake, that they had turned to their 
right at Drumkerjo, and that he had reason to be- 
lieve thatjt was their intention to go toBoyicorCar-' 
rick on Shannon ; in consequence of which, I batten- 
ed trie march of the troops under my immediate com- 
mand, in order to arrive before.; the enemy at Carrick, 
and-ctireoted Major General Moore who was at Tub* 
bercurry, to be prepared in the event of t}ie enemy's 
movement to- Boyle. On my. arrival' ajt Canuck I 
found that the enemy had passed the Shannon at Bal- 
lintra, where they had attempted to destroy the bridge, 
but General Lake followed them so closely, that they 
were not able-t^effect it* Under these circumstan- 
ces, I felt pYetty confident, that one more march 
would, bring t this disagreeable warfare to a conclu- 
sion^' and haying- obtained satisfactory information 
that the, eneniy had halted for that night, at f £loone, 
I marched, withtlje troops at Cat-rick,. at ten o'clock, 
on the nig^t of the 7th, to Mohill, and, directed Ge- 
neral Lake .to proceed, at the. same time to Cloone, 
which' is about three miles from Mohill, by which 
movement I should be- able to join with General Lake 
in the attack of the enemy, ifthey should remain at 
Cloone, ,br to intercept their retreat, if tliey should,, 
as it was most probable, retire on the approach of our 
army. On my arrival at Mohill, spo^' 'after day-' 
break, I found that the enemy had begun to move to- ' 
wards, Granard ; I therefore proceeded, with all pos- 
sible-expedition, to this place, through wiych I was 
assured, on account of a broken bridge, lhat the ene- f 
mf must pass in their way to Granard/ and directed J 
General Lake to attack the enemy's rear, and impede : [ 
their march:, as nmch. as. possible.* without bringing* 
the whole of. .hi* corps .into action. Lieutenant Ge-, 
neral Lake performed this service with his usual at-. 
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tehtioh and abilftf, and the ertclodeo 1 fcttery whit* f 
liave ju&t fc&httd from fcfai, wirt*eitja^?^etirctim- 
stanccs which produced an immediate surrender 1 of 
the enemy's ariny. The copy of my orders; whicH' I 
enclose, wilt show how much reason I have to be Sa- 
tisfied With tbe exertions* of the troops and I request 
that your GfAc'e witi he pleased to inforiA his Ma- 
jesty, tjiat X have received the greatest assistance 
from" : t!ie*Gcneral feiuJ' Staff who hkve served with the 4 
army. 

1 fhave, &c. 
(tfgned) CO*N\f A03& 

His Grace, 
The Date qfPcrtiand, &c. 



GENEI^AL ORDERS; 

ficad-Quartm, neat Sf. Jchmfam; 
. Oth'fyfUentbet, 179*S 

' tCHDXOTNWAliLlS canhm too much applaud 
♦Be zeatafid spirit Which has been ttwnf fisted- by* the* 
army? from the cbmihetuien^hf rf tfce opetatiortsr 
gainst thfe invading e'nerfiy, tihtfftbe »artentferof tte 
French forces. 

The perseverance 4 wftli ^vhich thic J sd!didrt'sttpp6f<i 
e8 the extraordinary marches which were necessary 
tp stop the progress of the very active enemy', does 
them the greatest credit ; and Jx>rd Cornwall!? hear- 
tily congratulates thein on thfe happy issue of their 
meritorious exertions. 

The corps of yeomemry, in the whole country* 
through wnich the army has passed, have renderedlhe 
greatest services, ana are peculiarly entitled to the 
acknowledgements of the Lord Lieutenant, for their 
riot having tarnished that courage and loyalty' which 
they displayed in the cause of their King and Counv 
try, by any acts of wantW cruelty towards tl>eir.de'« 
ludibd fellow subjects; 
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Rattles, 

FOUGHT IN THE COURSE Of THE,,, 
INSURRECTION, 
, in 1798, 

as related by jones. 
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Battles" When fought- Pa 8«- 

0«to*, ■-*•"' May 27, 216 

Eriniscorthy, 28, 218' 

Tubbernerneen, June 4, 223' 

Bdttyniore, ' May 25, 226' 

KilcuUen, 24, 228 

Newtown-Barry, June 1, 23$ 

7W, il%26, 24T 

Ballyrahine-hiU, July 2, 256, 

^rtn'OT, 7«»» 7, .27a 

Gastlebar, August 27, 291 

2d battle ofCastkbar, Sep. 12, 304' 

Gra^n/, 5, 3Q9« 

firthon's-Hospltal, 6, 316; 

Cdooney, 5, 31r» 

, • * ....- -Ff.a 
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The Editor ha?, been furnished with the following inter* 
* fxtirtg account -of the Mfaion of Arthur O'Connor) Msq* 
to the French Directory, in December 179ft relative 
To the invasion q/Ir'eiar^d^ by the French* 

TlfE arrest, cenviptiop and imprisonment of Mr. 
kelson, the editor of the Press (the qnly republican 
jtoj&er ialreland) not grity incapacitated hjm fton* attend- 
ing to its publication* but prevented it from being any 
longer published in his name. As the affairs of Ireland 
were' nqw drawing to a crisis, 1^ was. ot great, impor- 
tance to procure an editor, who enjoyed the confi- 
dence of the. Irish people— whepe integrity and prin- 
ciples were as unquestionable as hjs tatepts were, emi- 
nent. Such aiv editor was found in Arthur O'CoiK 
nor. Immediately on consenting tQ be the osten&k 
ble publisher pf the. Paper, M*. O/Connor wrote, jmd 
in the. press of the f^Oth pecember, 1797,, publish*^ 
an address.tq the jrish Nation, in w^ich, be acknqw- 
led^ed himself the proprietor o£ that paper— stated* 
the motives which, induced its establishment,, and den 
cTared tha* if the freedom q$ the press was to be de* 
stroyed; hs would hold it to be a proucl destiny to 4 be 
bi}i^ed under its. ruins. * • ■■ r 

A few. days after tl^e publication of this address, it 
was* bj the Executive Committee of the United Irish-, 
men, judged proper to, sepd a.]?eputy to France, u> 
sU&te to the Executive directory,, the, situation of the} 
Tria^ people-r-tQ.urge the necessity p£ an immediate 
in vasion^a settle the number of troops to be land- 
ed— the quantity and kinds, of warlike stores to,b$ 
sejjt, and to. pledge tbe §uth oft the Irish, Nation,. ti> 
reimburse. Frappe the whole of the, expense to^be in- f 
cursed. To execute this alt-important commission* 
Arthur Q*Connor> a{ that tim^a member of the E*-" 
cjcutiv/e Oonvmittee in Ireland, waft appointed 1 , and left; 
JreJtand for. that, purpose, earjy in, the month of Janqa- 

2, 179S* jfp axrivedj without accident or delay, m 
wadpn. 



♦ To. procure ^conveyance itpm Engfand taFraj&ce 
w^s, w at this juncture,. attended ^Ub-nce co^iHnfcadjJfo 
cuities. * fto packet* or vessels ^f. any- Un$ fwier*j>l^ 
lowed to satt — the penalty for attempting to go 'to 
France,, for. the most innocent ngrppscs* »tva» six 
months imprisonment, and t^epe \ras at tbi^ Un\e raft- 
embargo on" all the vessels V l}ft ports of thejFr^nchC 
ancf /.Bataviah Republics^ The first' oliject of jVbv 
O'Connor, on fas' arrival in. Lpriclon^was to obtain an, 
ibtgrview" \ylth a person of- whose attachment' to th^' 
cauie of the United Irishmen- ry> fjdijbt could be eh-, 
tertained— one upon ' whose courage ■ ,yrudence^an<sl 
management he could depend^ and. in whose integri-' 
ty. and faithfulness he could jrppjichly. confides. He 
had hot been many hours iriJLondoh,' when he 'was' 
introduced to John Binns f a inah who had long enjby- 
ed the confidence of the Irish and English republicans t : 
toJinYQ'Cbhnor Frankly acknowledged bis intentions,! 
and made known "his' necessities and dHjBculties* .'. 

ipaoM the coast of Kent to* the opposite shores' oF 
France,' there has long been, .carried oh a very exten^ 
siye^snju^gling trade, and* Bu^ns was not wlthout'hope 
that some of the ' boats employed ih that tradei or. * 
some of the pilots on the^oast might be induced to 
undertake, a trip and land a few passengers in France or 
Holland. \' The necessary arrangements for a corres- 
pondence teing established, ,/ohn .Binns went Into; 
Kent.' 'After, a fruitless search Qf some days, he en- 
gaged a Riot of Deal to run ! oyej: to 'Boulogne. The 
obje# of JVtsJourney ,^h^ accorn'plished he~ returned' 
to^ London, and. without dslay'weht to tl^e lodgings of 
Arthur' O'Connor, . where, "to.~ his astonishment,' he 
learned, that Mr. O'Connor, attended by his servant -* 
Jorerniah. X»eary, together $ with, Mr/Janies Coigley/ 
a Catholic priest, and ]^lr. John Allen, both persecu- 
te/, Irishmeh,, had thaf iportiing embarked oh, boards 
a t hqy .for'^^itstableJ, Justly, apprehensive of, the 
suspicions which might be ex cited', by the arrival' 
of so many persons, with so much, and such va- '• 
luable baggage; at an obscure village, Mr. Binns 



Wal te ukJ ct^t^^a«ffWiv> in tiro caqmtitiortqbfitf ttm 
hojrhadnot y*l sailodV Tbi* wq>cctwdoi^\«» bteit- 
edy'dhe had tidied el>oat fcatf an hour befor* hiaarri* 
rafc He tfce*4me& * bent with a vfew to ovteakee 
h<r; ii*tfri*»e*peafitctoK he was afca disappointed, 
gfcd tefibthe%o*t4* (smbark otvboatiia Vcswri going (k 
dtstt^mridf wfterfr he arrived about noooronr Sundays 
tfc*2^ day of F«bttlM>y, 1798V Th*Pe he pwbcuTfedJ 
arhorse and, without delay* proceeded J»r CanterbB»< 
ry (which pWcehfr had left al« o'clock the preceding 
e*ertfng>) Eatty cm Monday momirtg he set out of* 
fowt fo*' W«ttt*ft##, * distance of about five miles V 
ott fife wfey hfc had the good fortune t6 meet (^Cotr* 
n6*S whw^as-gOi^tdGantert^^m search of B*mi&> 
After ae^Gataitifog each ©thtr with the events which: 
IMfct^petod shtte *hef partfedy they concluded* tor g& 
to Deal,- make fittal arrangements for the departure 
of ^yCormorr &cv and ftew thetf&e t» go t* Bfargwey 
whither Coigfcf a^l the others had bee^ift#»uttedt^ 
proceed with the baggage* 

I*purttfchte of thtepkin r O'Comroimd-Bb^ WTO 
fporri 1 Canterbury to Deaty and from thence to* tte 
Ring's head 1 taverii Margate* Where they found Coig-t' 
ley* Alfen arid Letfry, and the baggage. Mr; Coigv 
ley Avas informed thfet^ at VVhitstable, some suspicions' 
hkd been excit&T by their baggage^ and thai it h«*i 
bfeen in part examined, by the dScerlof the reve*me.> 
The sequel proved that more ^^ 9Hspiciow"h^bte»e«i* 
cited than Mr. Coigley was aware of. 

E art, y the next morning the tavern, itf which' they* 
I6dged, was filled and surrounded by arfried rftefti' 
arid the party who had landed! at'Whftstable and John ' 
B inns were arrested, by persons dispatched from Loft* 
don, on the information of the reverrwe officers at 
Whitsteble. They were all searched with brtMl'ftfc 
ntoteneas which set delicacy at defiance- Every atottt 1 
of paper, and every article- of value, was* taker* ftoirt' 
them'; gufcrdv were' placed over therri, not only * 
to* prevent their escape, but -uo' prevent tfcerr speaking* 
together. The same night they were removed in so* 



parate poslchaises, under a ^rqpgi guard of Light 
Hoc**, ta£*nierbury. The next raOTU>g4tay w4r^ 
removed in the same maabe* to London, mberorthey^ 
ariivod on 4he -evening oi/ the Is* o€*MfWJMjirp8* . 
/After ^mlergoiog ran 'fewmiAAtiea ai«*te Public 
Office, Bow. .Streets They were all /committed t6t 
different prison** from, whence they :we*re?remofedf 
to *{)e bouses of King,'* messengers, and aft^r being^ 
repeatedly before the;. Lords of the JP<rivy. Council* 
Arthur O'Connor* John pinns, James Coigiey and 
JWbn Allen were sent close prisoners to the Tower of 
I^ondofl, and Jeremiah Leary was committed* to ano- 
ther prison in the Metropolis* all charged, wjtji the , 
crime of High Treason*. They were afterwards re- 
moved to Maidstone* the county town of Kent* and 
there on the 31st, 22d, and ?3d* of May, in the same 
year,: tried. for High Treason. Arthur O'Connor*. 
$rans* .Allen and Leary were acquitted, but. James 
Coigiey was. copvicted, sentenced and executed* 

Coiglet was a man of. learning and; talents, of 
great- benevolence of heart* and of integrity so unsbake- 
abfc that he rejected with scorn* an offer made him* • 
by Government, of his -liberty and a. considerable re- 
ward, if he w.oukl give evidence so as to convict O'- 
Connor and Binns. He died with the heroic firm- 
ness of a Philosopher* and the manly resignation of a , 
Christian. Coigiey /*raA*rf, but the cause for which' 
he died shall live when time shall be no more !' 

We were induced to this brief sketch of an affair 
which took- place in England, from its close connex- 
ion with the cause of the United Irishmen* and from- 
the important, but very unfortunate consequences, 
which followed. 

. Papers found in the baggage of Mr. O'Connor de- 
termined the British Government to send, by express* 
despatches to Ireland directing the arrest of several 
influential United Irishmen, among others of the amia- 
ble, the intrepid & well-beloved lord Edward Fitzgerald. 
In a word the arrest o£ Mr. O'Connor,, ai\d the seizure 
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of Ws papers, was one of the first of a series of events 
Which provoked the pHrvktute insurrection and over- 
throw oTtb* 'republican party 1 in ; Ir efatid. ■• ••" 

It may not be improper further to mention, that 
from Maidstone Mr. O'Connor was sent under a guard 
So Ireland to prison, from thence with the other state 
prisoners he was sent to Fort St* George itt Scotland, 
and not liberated until. the peace of Amiens* 
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INSURRECTION 

.< . .off'.isoa, , . 

\C9MDUeTM MX 
ftdBERT EMMETT, Esq, 



From a London fiafier tfJuty^ttk, 1803. 
♦ IT is with the deepest concern we hare to sub* 
mit to the public details of acts as barbarous and a- 
trocious, as the most of those which were perpetrated 
during the late Insurrection in Ireland* Dispatches 
were yesterday received by government from the Lord 
Lieutenant, stating the revival of the spirit of re- 
bellion in Dublin, marked with circumstances no less 
tragical than they were unexpected* In the begin- 
ning of last week it was observed, that many stran- 
gers arrived in Dublin from the country, but no ap- 
prehension arose, nor was any notice taken* Sudden- 
ly on Saturday evening, however, about 8 o'clock, a 
large mob assembled in Thomas street, in the liber- 
ties, armed with pikes and fire-arms, stopped the car- 
riage of lord Kilwarden, who was returning from his 
country seat, accompanied by his nephew the Rev. 
Richard Wolfe, dragged his lordship and his nephew 
out, and assassinated them in the street, by stabbing 
them with pikes. The confusion that ensued is more 
easily to be conceived than described* General con- 
sternation and terror immediately pervaded the whole 
of the city, the drums beat to arms, the military were 
called out ; but in the mean time the perpetrators of 
the horrid deed disappeared, and every effort <o ap- 
prehed them,' we are sorry to say, has hitherto proved 
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ineffectual. On the same night the mail guaiHI 
was attacked between Dublin and Naas, and in coi*- 
sequence* of the instance 'that Was. made, two dra- 
goons are stated to have been, killed* On the same 
evening a pistol was fired at Mr* Clarke, foreman of 
the grand jury of Dublin, by which he received a 
severe wound. Jie had the day before, carried an ad- 
dress to the Lord Lieutenant, expressive of the deter- 
mination of the city of Dublin to, support his majesty 
in the. contest in which we are engaged. Col. Browne 
of the 21st foot, and several private soldiers, are said 
also to. have been lulled by the mob* Every measure 
calculated tp ensure the safety of the city, was that 
night carried into effect, but such was the daring ' 
spirit of the insurgents, or rather the assassins, that 
on Sunday a magistral of the city of Dublin walking 
with a gentleman on Ormond Quay was fired at, and 
both he and the gentleman were wounded. 

The circumstances of these atrocious acts, particu- 
larly the assassination of Lord Kil warden, are no less 
extraordinary and unaccountable than horrid and de- 
plorable* . His Lordship, was certainly obnoxious to 
the rebels, and must have had enemies amongst the 
disaffected? He was not, however,, a leading politi- 
cal character ; then why should he nave been singled 
out as the first victim? Could private malice have 
been the motive ? And how could the sacrifice of 
such a man have tended in a particular manner to 
promote the views of the discontented ? It is the opi- 
nion of some, that the object of this enormity was, by 
an act of eclat, to hold out to France a sort of pledge 
that the people of Ireland were ripe for insurrection, 
and ready to welcome the aid of our enemies. Any 
other public man of consequence, it is thought, who 
might have fallen in the way, would have suffered the 
, fate of Lord Kil warden. 

By the proclamation which has been published on 
this melancholy subject, it is evident that the Irish 
government view those sanguinary outrages as the 
commencement of the rebellious conspiracy against 
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the staffed tod thai; pftrt^f 4hc UailM KiftRfato is, 
«n <x>nsequenc€y to be, placed immediately under, the wer- 
4ial 4j«>— ~Ordcrs have already been given to the ae- 
wml Jpaerals of district* to employ i&e.tfpbpa tinder 
A eir command ia.the.mosi *pt*dy f andett>c4^;mai* 
Jteir for tbe suppression of all rebelfou^. insurrection* 
«ndMreato*a&e' practices, to disarm all rebels* and 
aefee all arms and ammunition that map be found in 
4ht custody of persons 'not duly- authorised by law to 
keep -therrw This proceeding is alike wise and ne- 
cessary, and will we trusty be the means of effectual* 
lyrrastraiing the designs of the disaffected. The 
principles by which tftdse deluded wretches are now 
tauaftd, it issorntwhafe difficult to discover. The 
lower order of the Irish)- it is tpue, are as ignorant as 
they are distressed, and that it is not improbable thai 
*he missionaries of France, have, of late, been very 
industrious in fanning- the flame of. rebellion, which 
unhappily was nqt extinguished in the late subjuga- 
tion of the insurgents* But what any description of 
Irishmen can promise themselves from -a connexion 
with Prance at the present moment, we are totally a| 
a loss to conjecture, upon any principle of reason, 
policy or justice* In no point of view whatever, can 
Ireland hope for any improvement from such a con- 
nexion, which on the contrary would deprive it of all 
ifce*a<:Vrantagea of rational freedom* and in return for 
the enviable enjoyment* of the BritUh constitution^ ten* 
der it the abject and insulted slave of an enemy, whose 
boasted protection is the most cruel oppression, whose 
object is universal devastation and plunder, and whose 
ambition is only to be satiated with the overthrow of 
every systetn that does not accord will} his own salt 
Ish and tyrannical propensities* 
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1 "'*¥jrtr , writ tb'"bfe the 1 bedreV of most painful hetttf 
fi%flf IMrbtnV from v Whlch frta£e I anftittt justaprivdk 
l^t'tfrtyha^cxperienced another tlreadfui rebellfero. 
€>tf Saturday fast * vast mob, filial wfofr savage ffero* 
citfi and evidently acting undei* a dttep Uld tacMb* 
perate concerted plan, assembled i^ and ^btfutThbu 
mas* street, and began by dehlandirig ai pafefe-^aoHi 
from every passenger in -the street^ Ifovtng' first' ptaeed 
planks stuck with very targe nails, to prevent any* opt 
position from the c*v!frf; fw ^ tferyrshort time afteij, 
Lord Kilwarden and his nephew, the Rev. Richard 
Wolfe, passing by bn : fctsreturrt from friir country 
seat, near INaasy ' in thfe J coiinty of Kfldare, .grift 
6ehlg» tiri&ble to answer* the' pass- word of iMs K dtespfc* 
fate Banditti, was dragged frorn' his carriage into th£ 
Opeff street arid* was' imtriedl&teiy stabbed; He expi* 
rfccHfr a few* motaents. In a very shbrt perfedf no 
ieStffn^ fb^y othe* persotrsy tf ! iftaleV, experlchcea 
<he< safTOc? f ate: By great exertion*, oh the part of 
«6mfeHrb6|)srdfh6We, therebefsy c6mtfstirt£ of z\ least 
fbur th^usShaY were ^teled? with great ftsrry* an<| 
alter the loss of attout thirty regular, and many among* 
the rebels, they were completely subdued* 

« A great number* of the principal rebels wetc 
secured, and thirty were to be executed. 
r « Br the afctrfity of the military, and exertions -of 
<W? magistrates^ inrm&likteiy after the conclusion of 
ttilif unfortunate alfkir, ncrless than 30;o00 pikes, fcrei 
bel fcriifof nrMor^ oytfOO rhen, Were discovered St sefcedJ" 
; OWMbnda^ mbrntng, whenr Mr; Marryan the mes* 
s*enger who brought the dispatches yesterday, set off* 
all was as tranquil as could be expected; and the mi- 
litary had complete possession of every part of the' 
tbWrt* Military guards were placed on all the bridges; 
an£ aif alT the ^venues tending from the town'. A per- 
son icoufd notmove oiit'of the town without' military 1 
inspection ahd L protection. Oh' Sundiiy afternoon? 
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there was reason ta apprehend the ttbtfa wotM mate 
Mother effort, but the military were alt an the alert 
and the yeomenry turned out with so much spirit, and 
in such numbers* that it is supposed the rebeh saw 
any attempt would. he -vain. There is no doubt* how- 
ever,, that Dublin is fail of rebels, and, we may look 
for very unpleasant intelligence both front that city 
and die provinces..— -The insurrection cannot be con- 
sidered as concluded ; but the first burst of it has 
fetea-so completely checked, that we are in hopes no- 
thing very serious will follow. 



The following is said to be the real speech of Robert 
Emmet t, before judgment was pronounced on him, sent 
tu America by a friend) "a* the only country in which 
*' the virtuous living can find a refuge^ or truth find a 
^certain passage to posterity through a free fires**" 

Another speech was published in jimericarCttributed to 
Robert Emmett, in whiefChe appeared strongly opposed 
to the invasion of Ireland by the French, There is no 
other criterion by . which it can be decided which is the 
genuine one, .but what may resuttfrom a knowledge of his 
general character^and the spirit and toneofhU enterprise. 



MY LORDS, 

WHAT have I to say why sentence of death 
sfiould not be pronounced on roe, according to law ? 
X have nothing to say, that can alter your predetermi- 
nations, nor that it will become me to say, with any 
view to the mitigation of that sentence which you are 
here to pronounce, and I must abide by. But I have 
that to say, which interests me more -than life, and 
which you have labored (as was necessarily your of- 
fice in the present circumstances of this oppressed 
country) to destroy— I hfcve. much to say, why my 
reputation should be rescued from the load of false 
accusation and calumny which have been heaped up- 
on \U I do not imagine, that seated where you are, 
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ttotrteffst impression from what I tim going* to utter-* 
I'h^ive no bop«» that I can anchor my character ia 
the- breast of- a t:ourt constituted and -trammeled a* 
this? is*J-l only 'Wish, and it is the utmost I expect* 
*haft^ur4dTdships*may suffer 'It to float down you* 
-liiemorieS'tintatnted fey the foul breath of prejudice, 
tratil it finds some more hospitable harbor to shelter 
HTrom the storm' by which it is at present bufictted, 
Was\»I only 1 to buffer -deaths after being adjudged 
guilty by yout tribunal-^!* Should bow in silence, arid 
meet (/he fate* that 'awaits me without a murmur— but 
thesentence of the; lw which delivers my body to the 
executioner, will, through the ministry of that law, 
labor in its own vindication, to consign my character 
to* obto^uy»-i-fbr • there? must be guilt somewhere; 
whether in the sentence of the court, or in the cata* 
strophe, posterity must determine. A man in my 
situation, my lords, has not only to encounter the 
ffiffifcultiei of fortune, ^and the force of power over 
minds which it has cdrruptedTorsubjugated, but the 
difficuhks. of established prejudice: the man dies,' 
btot hifr'memory lives^-that mine may not perish, that 
it may live in the respect of my countrymen, I seize 
. utKXi'this opportunity to vindicate myself from some 
of the charges alleged against me. When my spirit 
shall be wafted to a more friendly port ; when my 
shade shall have joined the bands of those martyred 
heroes' who have shed their blood on the scaffold and 
in the field, in defence of their country and of virtue, 
ibis is my hope, I wish that my memory and name 
may animate those Vho survive me, while I look 
~«lfrwn with complacency* on ' the destruction of that 
perfidious government, which upholds its domination 
by blasphemy of the most high— -which displays its 
power 1 over man as over the beast of the forest— 
flitch sets Irian' upon his brother, and lifts his hand 
in the name of God against the throat of his fellow 
who believed ofr doubts a little more or a little less 
than the government standard*** government which 
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is steeled to oart»rityby the cries of ^^^fc&d 
the teajrs pf the widow* which H fra*. ma g e ? * . m .< j rn 
[Here fofd jYorbury intesmjued* Mr* jbrnneiti *9yU&{ 
Utai the tnearngtyl wicked entiw&Q*t*pfy'f4lt : o*ht><ii^ 
pertnot equal to the acc(mfiUsh^fntof^ir^i4dmg^\ 
->-— -I appeal to the ifMDac»late r Go<W.I ympebytfa 
fhrone of Heaven, before which I BfMist shortly -ap. 
^eaiw-trfi the blood of the murdered patriot* iph* 
tfcbye gonfe before nv©~tharwy. coadwej: ^ been 
through all this peril* and through aU myvpttflpf>Hs> 
governed only by the coniuctiqfls which I feavp «U 
tered, and by np other .view., thaj) r t^ of their ^94*1 
and tho emancipation of *ny cowUy< Jrop* the «$p$?y 
inhuman oppress'ioa unde? whicft «te -fas ap feng *»d 
too patiently tf»v*ife(U aad t]tafc 4 o©o£4&|itiy «ftf| 
assuredly hope that wUd^nd cbk^rica^Asatt^a^a^ 
pear, there i*sti)J itnioa ajtf etftftglh i» tataltd to 
accomplish this noblest wtefprtoe~?«)f this X -speak 
<whh the confidence of tiHiffUfte knowledge, ajsdr witfe 
the conspiatieB U*%t appertains to 4Jfcat, coofitfcaoq, 
Thii* not my ^ord, Tl»y ^ for <hfl petfc* g*a*ig- 
cation of giving yW»a ^aasjUMry ^^si^asfi «|p 
who ttevef yet raised bis. *&& to<9*&&*.$to*p\\l *o* 
hazard fcis cfta, raster wK iwJterity by %6se*tj»g --* 
falsehaod.Qn Astlbject so im&o?tent to die opu&ft? 9 
and on an occasion JiHe this, Ye* mj h?*$H * W*B 
who doe* not wjsh \o hare &s. e]#taph **Hte&, ffttij 
his country is liberated* wilt no^hatfe^irWPP jptfef 
power of envy to impeach the pnobtty 4*hicbt b* WW» 
to preserve, eyehin the grave, to whfeht tyr^ny ^o^ 
signs Mm. %< •; - - „ 

|//*r<r A* WfltA ogwV in£cTfu&te4 jgMfaffflcrf*} 

JiGAiy I say, that what I hawapotestv, was- .ftp* 
intended fpr your lordship* w^osc «itt)&4ep 3 <$£** 
fnisserate rather than envy-rrttiy e^ptesskme ; *pa*e for 
my countrytrisn ; if there is* true Wftbt^ao preeeflt, 
fct Vy to** wovds c^%4fl the how of his afflic- 
tion-— —r ••;...:. ... ...... 

[•/ft vmegqjn intwrHflteti, ^^Jtoffrqty &&Mi(irf 
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with paueuce, aod to &p$afc wtjv ^flaa^.^t^wfcj 

benignity his^^puiioafi of thamouv^^^li^ fe#w** 
actuated m^ $019*, ftfafluafe HM^f^ 

J9$ii9ft ^bW'* mm'* wind to: bumUUrttPifc to to* 

p^p^^>gi)Qi^K(^tM^.ftc>Sfokli tot Woe**to,l*5 

ttimv ti^ ^u^Qj^d stop* <?r tfo sfitfki#* troMSm 
^9flW;b* 4^#^.^wfin^ *C<**rg«» *ad input** 
tons laid ag^nmjftv^ j*w,wwfc* jew my JUnrd, am* 
.ajudg**; J ^»^e^i^^^4.^uiprit; I WT># 5 ro*n, you 
^^^p?4n^ae.^% ^r^oi^ip^.of §>o^er,^w» might 

Eptfej* f tf } *t*p£dt tfi* >W ef tM* wirfc; and dote 
nat yv*i4i«*fc »ay^<*»raf:ttff» wbtf ftfcifce is y&uf jw- 
tip*' &L#i^^j^ato«94 fore*<*itedtote»f 
qbiwyfteiy fow* tfAtt.-gPtt . $3to*wu*§? i* i Bde* the. 
ttqMftce, o£ cfeatfc w&£j| 3H*m policy iwfflfite on mjr, 
tjqdy>-al30 |«w^iJMHil»tti^ t9)«^c^ aad my rev 

': WtfilJW UM?epj$owHi | j»»Rie»AP^rt«UW ***** at/ridge; 
^ PM<^.^^^^ : .wMIq I.eXi«) I.fth»tl 

* i to fr /0W fl ft t^vwdi^te gty, ^lip^wand motives from 

. )KWf qspHPiw% ntf ^Avfaaflj^tfb&rotofiia dear- 
er* &9& life XtwU) mflb# 4^i)m^ u?« of that life i» 
dpingjustipe t* that rtpujaliw -whiQh ifrtalitfe «ftB*> 

. ttjfertitf. ^hk* *A **^ly kg^c^r I /WV leave to thowr. 
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As then, **»y LoVdi ire-must appear on the gfrettidajr* 
af one cfcrtrnon- tribunal, and it ^will-then rerriattr for - 
the searcher of all heart* to shew a collective Universe ' 
w%e*w*s engaged in the niost virtuous atttiomv oral* 
tafcfceu 1 by the purest motives; ( 

+\Htre he'vk* tntttrufiHd xmd told tt litton i* -the 
«fcrtf**e* of the A»fO • 

* M* Lord, will a dying man ~be denied the legal 
privilege of exculpating himself, in the eyes of the 
cbfttoripftifjr of an undeserved' reproach thrown upon 
hihn during* his trial, by charging him with arrtbition, 
and attempt Hig^o cast away for a paltry consideration 
tftvliberttes of his country ! Why* did your lordship ' 
insult me ? or rather why insult justice* in demand* 
irij*<of me Why sentence of death should not be pro- 
Donated ? ' I know my Lord that form prescribes that 
you should ask the question/ the form also presumes 
a right of answering ! This no* doubt may be dispens- 
ed with— and so might the whole ceremony of the 
trial, alnc* sentence was already pronounced at the ' 
castle before your jury was impaiuieled. $ your lord- 
ships are but the priests of the oradey and I submit ; 
but I insist on the* whole 6f the forms.'' 

\Wer6 ' t he court desired- him to' firoeeedJ] 

1 I am charged with 'being an emissary of France I 
An emissary of France ! And for what end ? It is 
alleged that I wished to sell the independence of my 
country ! And for what end ? Was this the object 
of my ambition ? And is this the mode by which a 
tribunal of justice reconciles contradictions ? No, I 
a*m n6*ernissary-*-and my ambition 1 Was to hold a 
place among the deliverers of my country, not in- 
power, nor In profit, but in the felory of the atehieve* 
merit!- Sell rny country's independence to France i 
And for what ? Was it for 'a change of masters I 
No I But for ambition ! O-my -country* was it per- 
sonal' ambition that could influence m*> »had it. been 
the 'soul of my actions/ cduld I not by roy^ education 
and fortune, by the rank and consideration tof my<fa* 
mily have placed my setf amongst the proudest "of my 
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tfcpteewfr ftyieowrtrywas myidol ^'tdlfl-sa«rifl«f 
ei**y selfish, rcrery endearing sentiment * 'and- for i* 
I wnr offeirup my tifew O God S- No? my* Jbuvd, fc 
aet*dfes«*aif Irishman determined on-deHverm^ «jj^ 
country from the, yoke of afotei$f**nd uta^mmgr 
tjtMnny, and- from the nioro ; gsfKng •jtotf-'of-tfitio-' 
mestic faction, which it is joint partner aAd pe*pefcsa«v, 
tbrin the patricide for the ignominy %f eftistfofe <*fch 
an exterior-of splendor and a cordons- depravity* • >It- 
was the wish of my heart- to esrtrioate nvyceuiHry 
from this doubly riveted- despotism* '- ->t ;: - 

I wished? to place her independence beyond the, 
reabh«of any poster on earth? -I wish&d toeaafryW 
to that proud station" in the wotfd* : „.,... 

Conkkxiow with France; was indeed intended— but 
only as far as mutual interest would sanction or re- 
quire ; were they to assume any authority-inconsist- 
ent with the purest iiftlcpendeft^^at ,wai*ld Jjeth^. 
signal for their destrustion 5 *we sought aid and we 
sought it as we had assurances we should obtain itw 
as' auxiliaries in war^ and allies in peace* 

. WentB the French toxonie*s invaders or enemies 
uninvited by -the wishes of the people ; I should op- 
pose them to the utmost of my • strength. Yes, my 
Countrymen, I should advise you to meet them on 
the beach, with a sword in one hand and a, torch 
in the other— I would meet them with all the de-r 
struct! ve fury of war, and I would, animate my coun- 
trymen to immolate them in their boats, before they- 
had contaminated the soil of my country. If they 
succeeded in landing, and. if forced to retire before' 
superior discipline, I would dispute every inch ofe 
ground, burn every blade of grass, and -the last en- 
trenchment of liberty should be my grave- What I 
could not do myself if I should fall, I should leave as 
a last charge to my countrymen to accomplish, be- 
cause I should feel conscious; that life, any more than' 
death 9 is unprofitable, when a foreign nation, holds my 
country in subject***. 



. Bpt kiwas npt m m enemy tfat^ftfe 1 *&^tm tff 
france were ,t*>, land;—* looked fadetd^rthd p*i 
gstaipe of frtoce;: batlwiahwl to pr^^tt France 
qp4 1° ,*h$ >vcapld»' that Irishmen deserved tube* assist- 
^1. tk«MW>w«ftf iodignano at slavery^ arid -ready 
ty.jass^ g^jrotopoideaee and liberty of tfcehr com*' 

. I, ^jflB^UMWeewre Ar «*y oduntry the guarantee 
which Washington procured for America.* To* pro- 
cure *9 aid whjfih by it* example wofeld be as impor- 
tant a* u& valour diactpliiied, gailatoty pregnant 
wijji . awuc% .imd;; with . experience ? who wotld 
pjerceftre the; good land polish the rough} points 
of our character ; ihtey. would corte to us as stran- 
gers a$d leave us a* friends* afte* sharing in-our perils 
and eiQvagpg our. des$»y-*the*ewere aty* objects? 
not to receive nfcw task-master*, btrt to expel old ty* 
rants— i-th<se wetfe my vie ws J i * n d these oiiry became 
Irishmen, , I know your moat tnptaeable enemtesare 
in t&Q hqsjpnfcoiyour country I . < 

I have been charged with * that ifnpbrtimcg hrthe 
ejfpru-.to emancipate my country *a fcH5e consider- ' 
ed the key., none of t^e. cotabtnation «$ tfnsHnrett? or 
as your lordship exf reaaed^v « the Wfe and bfood of 
the conspiracy." Ywdo mfe honorjover mueJi-r yon" 
have given, to the subaUer* all the credit of a supe- 
rior > theire are men engaged in this amsfifracyi who 
are not only superior to iner hut even to your own 
aqnceptUraaf of yourself • *ny lord ; men heforc the 
splendor of whose genius and virtue*' I should bow with 
resjiect fyl deference, and' who would think' themselves 
dishonored: to be called your friend* who would not 
disgrace tbefosclvos'.by abating; your blood stained, 
fcand^— .. . t >. ....... .* ' ^ • 

> \ . . {jfrrc&b *m>0*tirri£flted m ^ 
- %'AT ( my lord*' si»aH you tell me, on the passage 
to that s^aiTpld, .which itha* iyraany of which yon are 
oply the intermedmrytexeoufiener htfi' erected form £ 
murder, thai I am accountable ibr<*dllhe blood. that* 
has and will be shed in this struggle of the oppress* 
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roust! beso *rery a slaved &©4tOK|*£*tit i) ' > ' «': "• 

ip. aj#w4&r far ^conduct b£n*y whpl*4rfy wyf 
jpfeeappfdedand .fialsifad'tyiia niei**eewan*<Jf ***#- 
ItaJUyhw* *y £•» too* w*»* >if it w*»* posSibte t& 
ffbHe? t all the inaoc«nt blood that you have sbed i%% jodr f 
Wbaljaw/ad injmstvyt in cm great vtemoiFy yoa^ lonf- 
♦WpmigbtawimiBit. . ..— * ' * " -i ».*:r* 

. Let no roan, dare^ when I am dead, to change infe 
I^ih dishonor--*!* no man. attain ray*tndmG^y4ylK±- 
Jifcyiag that J could hare engaged in any cau^w ieff 
&kf county's liberty and kulepeiulaHce^or that I 
fipuid tovrbexame tbcpUant eainuett-of power in tnte 
oppression of thanuserie* of my countrymen $ thfe 
#rocian*»tiqn of the prpvisioaal government, spealra 
for. oar views ; no inference can be tortured from it 
ta cquntenance barbarity or debasement at home, b¥ 
subjection qr humiliation or tudacpery from abroad-^. 
2 would not have submitted to a -foreign oppressor, 
fcr the sanie reason, that; i would pesit the foreign anfl 
domestic oppressor ; in the dignity of freedom f would . 
have fought upon the threshold of my country, and 
its enemy should enter only by passing over my life- 
less corpse* And who lived but for my country, and 
who have subjected my6elf to the dangers of the jea- 
lous, and watchful oppressor and the bondage of the 
grave, only to give my countrymen their rights and . 
my country her independence, and I am to be loaded 
with calumny, and not suffered to resent, and repel 
it— No, God forbid i 

If the spirits of the illustrious* dead participates in 
the concerns and cares of those who were dear to them 
in this transitory life— O ever dear and venerated 
shade of my departed father, look down with scruti- 
ny upon the conduct of your suffering son : and see 
if I have even for a moment deviated from those prin- 
ciples of morality and patriotism which it was your 



care to instil into my ybuthful mind ; an3 for ^tifcti 1 
«m now to offer up my life* 

My Lords— You are impatient for the sacrifice— 
thp blood which you seek is not concealed by the ar- 
tificial terrors which surround your victim, it circu- 
lates warmly and unruffled through the channels 
which. God created for noble purposes, but which you 
jure bent te destroy, for purposes so grievous, that 
they cry to heaven— be ye patient ! I have but a few 
words more to *ay»— I am going to my cold and silent 
.grave « my lamp of life is nearly extinguished : my 
.race is run : the grave opens to receive me, and I 
•ink into its bosom i I have but one request to make 
At my departure from this world, it is the charity of 
its silence I—— Let no man write my epitaph, for as 
no man who knows my fnotives dare now vindicate 
them, let not prejudice or ignorance asperse them; 
Let them and me repose in obscurity and peace, and 
my tomb remain uninscribed, until other times, and 
other men, can do justice to my character ;— when my 
country tajtes her place among the nations of the 
earth, then — and not till then— -let my epitaph be writ- 
ten— I have done* 
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INTRODUCTION. 

** See nation* el&wly v>ue, and meanly jiut. n 

JOHNS03*. 

JL HE best way to remedy any evil is to remove 
its cause ; it is often a fruitless, and always a labori- 
ous undertaking, to combat with its effects. 

We hear much of the effects of rebellions in Ire- 
land, but very little of their causes ; the material ques- 
tion, why these things are so, has been entirely dis- 
regarded ; and what has been the consequence ? 
Though government has been armed with all latitude 
of power ; though it has not been erippled. by the 
want of means* lias not been embarrassed by restrk- 
tioris, has not been stayed by responsibility ; though 
punishment has been urged almost to ruin, though, 
blood has flowed profusely ; still life is miserable in? 
apprehension, still property is poor in security, the 
government is supported only by terror, and this so 
imperfectly, that the moment an enthusiastic leader 
is. found, a rebellion is organized* Under such di* 
Hh 



cumstahces, there iriio great presumption in pHaLtimng' 
a better system of administration, for nothing can be 
worse than the present : let it be grounded on an in- 
quiry into the causes^ yito all the causes of cfiscontent 
in Ireland ; "let'trs nfit rest sWsfi'ed with ddopftihg'any 
single cause, which has bScfrme a sort of favourite. 
There is ever some" prejudice^ or some interest, which 
makes the whjrtel trXitfr unpalatable* to the/mass dTman- 
kind , and pel Haps means may be'found for securing 
public tranquillity, equally prompt, and more conge- 
nial to the common 'feelings of hurhanity, than the 
double agency of martial and civil law, which in their 
competition to save the body, seem likely to lop off 
all the members. 

But first, it will be useful to show, what are not the 
causes of rebellion, though oftea considered as such. 

It springs from no accidental cause ; it is not the 
sudden ebullition of individual enthusiasm or popular 
rage. Secondly," the rebellious, spirit of the Irish 
does not arise from any inherent and insuperable bias 
in the national character ; the .Irish are not naturally 
rebels. 

We shall have no doubt of this, if we reflect-that 
though the character^ the upper ranks may be. form- 
ed by education 1 and. literature, the. character of the 
lower ranks is uniformly such as it is made by laws 
and government. 

Wealth, education, leisure, are the sources of 
experiment jmd change ; the adversaries of all novel- 
ty y whether useful or not, are found in labour, igno- 
rance, and poverty. 

>.An «qual reason why the Irish peasantry, ceteris 
fiaribu8 f should not be rebels, is their religion; 
:Ttjk. Reman Catholic religion, in every other coun- 
try^ has been found the strongest support; of arbitrary 
power. The subjection . tp the priesthood, the reli- 
gions terrors, and the self-abasen>ent which form its * 
prominent tenets, are admirably adapted to subdue 
the-mfrid* and fit it to the yoke of civil tyranny. Since 
the first vise of the papal authority (a [long and a busy 
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period Ireland presents the only instance where this, 
religions, existing in its full force* has been found 
leagued with resistance to the civil power, and incul- 
cating, at the same time, the dogmas of religious! 
superstition, and the principles of democratical en- 
thusiasm. No stronger proof can be required, . thajt 
ttiere is some injudicious system acted upon in Ire- 
land, which forces the order of events from their na-~ 
tural course, and gives to the most important m6tfvep 
that afct on national character a bias, directly the re- 
verse to what they have exhibited in all ages, and in 
every other country. 

If, then, the causes of the rebellious spirit in Ire- 
land are neither accidental* nor referrible to any na- 
tural disposition of the nation, independent of the 
common effects of laws and government. 

The next step is to show in what they do exist. 
The-foHowing appear to me to be the principal topics, 
that otjght to be well considered, if any sincere effort 
be made to restore the tranquillity of Ireland. 

1. The recollection, which exists in Ireland, of 
beuig a conquered people. 

2. The great confiscations of private property. 

3. The distinctions between the Protestants and 
Roman Catholics. 

4. The distinctions between the members of the 
Church of England, the Protestants and Presbyte- 
rians. ' 

5. Tithes. 

6. The degraded state of the peasantry.. 

7. The influence of a Republican party. 

8. The Union. 



•i FIRST CAUSR. - ."! ' «v - 

YJfe recollection of the Conquest tf frdariti Vljj 
the English. 

After the conquest of a country,: these are but 
three methods of preventing the constant recurrence 
of .civil qommotions. First, either to restore theconr 
%uered their liberty and independence, for which has*, 
(ory has tw> example ; or for the conquerors U> embo- 
dy themselves* .ami have one cpmmon government 
add interest v«ith the conquered* as the Tartar* 
have done in China, and the Normans in England j 
OKs lastly, to extirpate the conquered with fire and 
word* .for which history has many examples. The 
English did not adopt precisely any one of these plans, 
but pursued that unwise system of government, 
which leaves the conquered sufficient toleration to 
acquire force, yet not enough to disarm animosity. 

$o far from seeking to blend all 4&tmctiotis be* 
tween the race of the conquerors and conquered, it 
became a part of national pride and personal vanity, 
not to suffer them to mingle. Intermarriages were 
forbidden ; oppression was thoiightr** crime, because 
it was very little exposed to retaliation ; contempt be- 
came the sentiment, and contumely the expression 
to which a nation too easily conquered is always ex- 
posed* Moral justice between, men and me* is only 
generated by the power which each has of enforcing 
it ; where the power is weak, the sentiment is feeble ; 
where the first does not exist, the latter is extinguish- 
ed. We dispose of the lives of brutes, and the li- 
berty of negroes, with very little compunction ; it was 
in the same spirit, that it was lawful to kill a vnici 
Irishman; and that neither his property, nor his per- 
son, was thought worthy of the protection of the com- 
mon law. 

Ant one may readily conceive, under these cir- 
cumstances, that the hatred of the Irish Protestants, 
and the English, still exist among the native Irish, 
but few are aware of it's extent. One great proof of 
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it 4a, the? little progress the English language has 
nude* ? Travellers genially pass through (he we&K 
thiest parts of the oo&ntry, and the towns where the 
English have successively settled, and imagine that 
tko foft&tfftgg'is universal. But in alt the north-west 
and wufth-west counties, -the English language H 
rtftttotly known. In the county of Meath, which bon- 
ders immediately upon the metropolis, 4 justice of 
peace must understand Irish, or keep an interpreter f 
and even wtore the parties understand Engtish, thef 
pertmacioiisiy adhere to the language the idioms of 
wfeteh they best understand ; and say" proverbially, 
** When you plead for your Hfe, plead in Irish.*' 
There is too Irish gentleman who cannot witness the 
extreme repugnance with which all English stew- 
ttrda, English customs* and English improvements 
are regarded by the common Irish ; and whenever I 
have heard them speak among themselves of the En- 
glish, it has always been m terms of the strongest 
Aversion. 

SECOND CAUSE. 

*Fhe confiscations of Property that have taken 
place in Ireland. 

Whbhe confiscations of property hare often taken 
place, industry will have little enterprise ; and though • 
a few may be enriched by legal pillage, the mass of 
tta people will remain poor and dispirited. Consi- 
dering a country merely as a source of revenue, it is 
moch wiser to levy a contribution on the profits of 
industry, than to seise on the capital which supports : 
it* Thus in the late revolution in France, the plun- 
dering spirit of its different dictators disappointed it*'* 
self. Setting up a right to place all the weahh of * 
the country in requisition, they destroyed the sour- : 
ce> of national wealth, and found- themselves muc'h 
more distressed for money, than if they had levied a 
sum one thousand times greater by the equal and rev » 
gulated mode of taxation* 

H h 2 



Be t in addition to the decline of national, wealth, 
another evil of equal importance* ivsweto-t^selj^ 
general confiscations, by lay ii^g^4lie foundation of ci- 
vil commotions. v< s ' -\\ 

Thk Irish Roman Catholics seem never to. have 
lostsightof the hopes of reco*e*i&g'theiviiu^eat))osr 
sessions* nor ever to have abated theip Eeaeritnrent;to 
i the- party who ^despoiled them* 
-• - It is now too late to propose the plain remedy for 
♦the evils* of confiscation in Ireland, restitution. This 
property has now been so long vested in the present 
proprietors, that the interests of justice and utility 
would be more offended by dispossessing them, than 
they woul4 be advanced by reinstating the lawful own- 
ers* In all codes of law, it is found necessary to 

* fix a term of prescription, which Is paramount even 
to the rights of lineal descent* 

Yet much, if not every thing, might be effected 
by removing all religious distiecions. - ... 

It is evident that the recollection of these. rights 
has been very much perpetuated by the claimants be- 
ing firmly united in a religious seety and by their stilt 
considering the descendants of the original .spoilers 
as their enemies* • 

Terrible as the consequences of confiscation al- 
ways are, they may be very much assuaged, and in 
the end entirely obliterated, if no. continuance of in* 
. juries, if no civil disqualifications unite the sufferers 
into a. corporate capacity, and perpetuate the memo* 

• ry of the original breach of justice*-. 

Bonaparte is entitled at least . to this praise, that 
he has afforded the returned- emigrants n<l means* of 
becoming a party distinct from the rest of their fel- 
low-citizens. 

So would it have, been with the Irish Roman .Ca- 
tholics, if an equal participation of the rights and pri- 
vileges of their countrymen had 'gradually compelled 
them to sink the diflferences-ofteectarittfis in the conx- 
man interests of I rjahmen* ■ r .•? . » • 
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*i?J£vr* h.wWlv 13»IR3D^ CAUSE • , > .- . ' •- • '* 

* 9^ tfkmaimt itemed by Government in fo- 

' ' 3 tdtir ' tif 'the 'Trisft Prdtekants\ tb" the prejti- 

. : .dw $}he Roman Cqthglics.. :/,, \ . ' 

- WBBMftheBngUsfa.sciz-ed upaq Uifr'|»Qperty ofrthe 
oiuuiree Irish* prudent required them eithcrto^xtcwiM- 
nate the men they had injured, or if t&ef/ Suffered thdiri 
to live, to try to efface the reooikction^f'theirrwrongs 
by good, usage, a forbearance, of in^ariottai distinc- 
tions, an equal enjoyment of citil rights ami privi- 
leges, religiows toleration, an^ajithoae cotaaauti* par- 
ticipations which would gradually, have weakened 
the distinction between. the plunderers and the pilla- 
ged. 

. . To any one of caramon sense or feeling, it will be 
sufficient merely to mention the principal penal acts 
that bate been repealed. 

. Catholics were made subject to a premunier, to 
aipenalty ort not resorting to the ProtesdaM churches j 
any one was at liberty to barn .their mass houses; 
. their priests were not tolerated, and in the reign of 
George the First, an act passed the Irish Parliament 
to castrate every priest found in that kingdom : even 
in more tolerant times the priests were obliged to re- 
sort to foreign countries for their education. Roman 
Catholics were not permitted to have schools for their 
children, nor could they appoint guardians fop them ; 
they were deprived of any testamentary power, and 
their property subjected to the law of gavelkind*; in 
hopes of reducing the whole sect to poverty 5 they 
could not lend money on security ; they could not pur- 
chase lands, and by the celebrated act called the Bill 
of Discovery, if one of their children turned Prates- 
: feint, he might dispossess the father of his property. 
Roman Catholics could not intermarry with Protes- 
Saqts*. they. were excluded from all civil offices ; they 
. eooki neither vote for a representative, nor could they 
sit themselves in Parliament. Thus as Creatures of 
the Divinity, as Fathers, as Men, and as Citizens, 



they were on all sidei persecuted* outraged,, insufted 
and enslaved, by the most flagrant and sfppfd penal 
code that ever triumphed over common pease and hu- 
manity. . • ..* 

The Roman Catholics cannot sit in Parliament; 
they cannot hold any office under the Crown ; they 
hjtve.all the burden of supporting their own clergy, 
while they are obliged. to contribute an equal share 
-with the. Protestants *> the support of the Protestant 
cfefgy > their clergy are not paid by government, nei* 
ther have they any voice in the legislature* whilst the 
Protestant olergy enjoy very high emoluments, their 
frjjfrflpg and archbishops have splendid incomes, and A 
seat in the House of Lords. 

Injuries are grievous, more in proportion to the 
sensibility of those whom they affect, than their own 
intrinsic weight* As civilization advances, the sense 
of injury becomes more delicate and refined. Ho* 
mer's heroes could patiently receive the lie; now a 
man could not honourably support life till such an in* 
suit was effaced, though at the risk of life itself. 

The most cruel persecution would have been more 
bearable in the reign of Elizabeth, than. the slightest 
religious disqualification is now. 

For this reason, grievances ought never to be re* 
moved by halves. For by removing a part, the minds 
of the aggrieved only acquire more Self consequence, 
and become more susceptible to the grievances which 
remain* A partial removal of grievance, is like open* 
ing a window to a prisoner's dungeon ; it is like 
throwing light upon his bolts and chains*. The pre- 
sent distinctions which now affect the Roman Catho- 
lics are insults rather than injuries* But let it never 
be; forgotten, that in the present state of civilization, 
insults are far more grievous than injuries* When 
a government stupidly affixes them to large bodies of 
men, the social passion agitates, enlarges and digni* . 
fies resentment^ and makes things of smallest mor 
meet the hinge on which the fate of empire and so- 
ciety depends* But when a government losesaUaense* 
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slid ventres' folijstolc a sect ;wwn*eirtf arrays against iC- 
self not only the exaggerated feelings of the social 
passion, But also of religious enthusiasm ; when it 
makes rebellion Appear not only generous, bat sacred? 
can we wonder that opinion, it's firmest and flidst 
respectable support, proves visionary, and all it's «mp- 
•thority rests upon the odious, the disgraceful assist- 
ance of the halter and the sword. 

But are pains and penalties, are civil distinctiotisy 
.the best means to prevent the growth of a sect ? If 
the Irish Roman Catholics have become, numerous ■; 
and powerful under the celebrated statutes of Queen 
Ann, if all the powers of bribery failed in gaming 
one convert from the most corrupt, fear from the 
xttbst timid, political disgrace from the most ambi- 
tious of the Roman Catholics, we may judge of the 
experiment from the event, and rest satisfied that the 
severe and disqualifying system is radically wrong. 

'Oke body of men can never keep themselves tnuefe 
of long separated from the rest, unless govemmeiit 
affords them more durable insignia th«n mere name* 
and opinions, by marking them with some injudici- 
ous distinction. Trade, literature, family connec- 
tions* public and private interests, powerfully contri*» 
bate to blend the whole mass of society ; and after 
the novelty of anew sect has ceased, if there b£ lid 
difficulty to be overcome, no opposition to beeflctfun* 
teredo no injuries to be endured 5 if there' be neither 
glory, exertion, nor resentment to keep enthusiast 
•live ; there remains nothing to prevent the ccrtnrriott 
character of the citizen from overpowering the assu- 
med distinctive character of the sectarian. 

But in order to make religious enthusiasm eternal, 
give it only the smallest distinction to form a bond of 
union among it's adherents, and the social passion 
instantly unites them into a party, feeling a separate 
and adverse interest from the rest of the nation.' 

For this purpose, it is not necessary that they 
should be persecuted} the slightest disfiiKtkffl wMch 
is laid on tbeta by gpyernhwmt will to 6«fioteBt< ft** 



differently ciicumstanced from<therti*t> thaUitey wry 
nwH deserve a separate aamtifamtivn) if there: biwuV 
Jy-any Jatentk*t*tof restoring the- UanqniQkf of the 

country* : • . ..i • 

.Turn Roman C^tfcottea*<&eianly frofftnegatiwiea- 

• anus—thai the/ may nob be insulted and oppressed. 

Jt was the Prestybpriaft scot that was the organ- of 

fpsiuw rebellion,, aadaougbt to effect a reform in the 

g sw en nncot .of the'country* 

> There- appear to have been, two causes of discon- 
tent among the Dissenters— 4ne distinction preserved 
bgtweeathem apd'the Protestants, and the wish for 
a reform in parliament, in order to counteract the* 
pernicious effects of English influence* The only 
distinction between the Pmbyteriaasand the Protes- 
tants is, that the clergy of • the fprmer are not paid,. 
while they are forced to contribute to the payment of 
the clergy of the latter. 

. How far the Union hss been , considered by the 
Presbyterians as a substitute for a reform in parlia- 
ment) to which they are so enthusiastically attached, 
will be examined in another place ; it is sufficient at 
present to point out thek great political importance, 
and earnestly to recommend that government should 
nbt lightly disclaim all compromise with a sect, which 
is the most enlightened, proud, and, in moral force, 
t|»e most important body of men in Ireland. 

7 FIFTH CAUSE. 

Tithes. 

\t tithes.be .found a grievance in England, how 
much more must their weight be felt in Ireland ? . 

In England, generally speaking* land is in t)ie hands 
of opulent ntentj who, if they Feel the pressure, . of 
tithes, feel it only as ,a comparative evil ; they would 
be richer if free from. them. 

But in Ireland,; where a very great proportion" of 
the land is let at rack rents to small farmers and day- 
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MMM m h «^t*fl^i^f«qufen«5rdepKvcs them of 
th*3pot*tan* which is required to complete the sum 
necessary to their very existence. 

But the apologists for tithes generally answer, first, 
that tithes are not s^very oppressive as they are re- 
presented ; secondly, that there is great difficulty in 
getting rid of them. It is said, that the' tenant does 
iftt, in fact, pay the tithes ; for in making his bar- 
gain, he has his land proportionabry cheaper. -No- 
thing can be more fhlse than this reasoning ; fo#y if 
pushed to it's full extent, it would follow, that the 
idle only pay taxes. 

Birr no one has any doubt of the great national 
disadvantages of tkhes, as an advrtortm tax, falling 
heaviest on in c reasing industry. '>-*'* 

However, it is for the English to examine the 
policy of tithes ; in Ireland they will not even bear 
the question of their justice. Surely, without calling 
on our heads the anathemas of the anti-jacobin sect, 
who are so unconscious of humanity themselves, that 
they think k must be affectation in every one else ;' 
sorely we may lament the fete of the Irish peasantry* 

TflElR religious affections, granting them mista- 
ken, lead them to economise, even under the constant 
pressure of scarcity, to support the pastor they re* 
vere, and give hint the means of a certain, though* 
scarcely decent livelihood. They submit to a volun. 
tary tax, that the old and infirm part of their Sunday 
congregation may have a mass-house to shelter them 
from the weather ; the great crowd, the young, and 
those that come late, kneel without doors. 

Ahk these men supposed to have no sense of jus- 
tice, that in addition to the burden of supporting their 
own establishment exclusively, they should be called 
on to pay ours ; that where they pay sixpence to their 
own priest, they should pay a pound to our clergy* 
man ; that while they can scarcely afford their own 
a- horse, they should place ours in his carriage ; that 
when they cannot build a mass-house to cover their 
Ii 



multitudes* they should be foroed to contribute to 
build sumphK^ehu^ch^l^hAll a<l^^ Pra£t*9fe# 
to pray 'tinder shelter'?- -• •■ ;; ' : ^ .>tn*i>ood-:*»od. 

; . i. .; ... SJXOIH CAUSiU <. - /i^ /a$ 

ji|^(^tttje^4h<J flognwfed end tftftpflfctected state fr(P 
4}#^l^s^p«a^a»4ty feftofW of themos^powerful causes 
(rfr*btlii^-m4ii^and, and the .most diffieuk t© re- 
medy. 

' 'lr has hot tfc*ri wnrnwl in Ireland for greet landed 
flttoptatorMo ha*e regular prteons intheh* houses for 
t^^vwnmflry^mi^Wkem of the lower ottietob In- 
4ietftiems preJ9^t*$ against genttanen'* for Vnmlar 
«Werc4stf* of power beyfciid -lai*i (are always-thrown 
eut by the grand juries* [To horsewhip, or beat a 
servant* or labourer* is a frequent mode-ef . corree* 
tien* . • ..■-.«... 

~ SumetspT pratf of this habfciia! system ^ofitt 
ftage may be totteoted from the singular* fact* that 
t^xiiajorhyofthef^asaatryenroikd themselves aa 
watted Irishmen* from -the apprehension of being 
aaassaered by the Orangemen* who were composed 
of the landed proprietors of the deferent counties* 
Itefere'tbetebeiiien 'commenced, emissaries •were dis- 
patched % designing men through all parts of the 
4outitryi metitwnmg; the very week on^rhteh the sup- 
posed massacres were to take placet and it is a no- 
tstfiotis fact, thattheae reports were universally be~ 
Keyed ; that the Rtmttl* Catholic peasantry left tbeh* 
fcjttfee* and fled to the mountains ; and that many* of 
lift- poor wetche**lied from eold and hunger, stone? 
«hrti trust to the^chtmce of Protestant clemency* - -*i 
Av acquaintance of mine posses**} o£a *e*y large? 
landed ^property, who has, in a high degree that na- 
tural affability and.-p<&teftess~v&ich faarto the Irish ; 
who gives his. *«mt«vpfcfcty\*f '^fJHM^^jwS their 
vents ; who is the father of a little army of labourers 
ihathe keeps In comtamfeinploymem j whose boose 
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ai 3 iucirr j ii:>z o* ;.* v * [ i-r.,^ v\h;; .■ .• -. :■'..■• < 

ferftefcfeA Pf teswfclf • whw*M ^te *i*fc in *h* <»eiBte 
liourbood send for. medicines and win* ;: in.Jbis wurfr* 
yard, the .poor of the, parish, and the wandering beg- 
gar, assemble without; ceremony*: and find in the 
: remnants of his hospitable kftchetn ntore brofcaa vic- 
tuals than is supplied by atiy Kngfisb 'noulonanJa 
^eusej « th»» es»eDtiaUy ami^ka#>4 Mod* bfiantaL man, 
prefects, a rebuke to a>la^«P»^iWHI^^/X^u|ptyNa# 
>> you I I'll blow your bloody sout 4»iJa Wa^iofciguft© 
u powder to hell .1" % .-^vm\ 

To remove this uncivUi^ddepjwIm^ot^of lag feid- 
ed proprietors to the peasantry* h no very.pte'wj ^ 
.easy achievement* U ii in vain. fa. took for a/motfe 
impartial adnwniatration >©f justice*, « long a* ©otk 
the grand and {Wtty, juries. and justice* of the po*o» 
^re €ompose4 of the very .class ofrotfe in whom tfawc 
eftiL originate^.. . .* , •.:. «.-> .:-. ..<> -. 

Thb removal of religious, distinctions would haver; 
no effect tok&ibff the peasaBU^^are nonlipid in con- 
-ton^a^HiwiwJi Catholtcs or Fr«ahyteriaB%ibut a* 
tggasaofe^ md it is a wy remarkable* laofe tfca*< thfe 
JJjflffi^n.C^tholic,laodlords behave in«.a muqh mow? 
mjtirjpiiM giws^.at^ tysaanical.fBanQer .t«i the&ia* 
bourers, than the Protestant landlords > nqfl»jr gfnft* 
ral, the peasantry prefer to be employed lA;Pfptfe*N 
tant rather than a Roman- Catholk* So true it tag 
that a mind debased by oppression is always, the. mo&fe 
ready to inflict it* . :, 7 

• . A nofirtao aou» tor the cooamoikruteft of oiasluy , and> 
-reaped* which tfie poorestinai* has a right to ahirtk 
Jroia. the richest* can only .arise from th*vimp«nitBR 
w|th which the rich man may express the coittefnjpfc 
& is fo. natural herahould be impressed with .at fch$ 
atauattan of the* poor* 

SEVENTH CAUSE 

"- The Influence* of a Republican Party. 

• TPIM can beotrdouUof tbeimstenceof aspecov 
lativc republican party in Ireland,, which in the closet, 



cause of the- late rebtHiotte hv IfdknoV *Urje<oiH> 
qa*urt<>a*itar4eJpeetle it is the sfe£*t*'d£4niiieae£ 
and kftpoTeana*** shell attribute^*! siiltfcifafcm 

.*** ttfethtf wto end sole^ao** of aj£ toe utfil *t*t 
S**vilse** Inland* - • •;« un 

.10 A«i^ a^uthowsed by the strictest <anjtog<F lb 
«H^^Jthttilv^M^fei»,.«QtlK>rs, intriguers, des 
ttagpgues, are at worst only the spark that kindles 
•the -insfcrrectio* v the important, the fatal train is laid 
m<the immediate pressor* of abuses, injuries, or in- 
•a*JU» ui*d the despair *& their being voluntarily re- 
dressed by gentle, yet^ertain degveee. • 
~~Mxv 4 refer** in nariiaritei*, had » total emancH 
aatiorr of the ftomtai €atboika hatm granted te the 
people by the Irish parliament^ all the orators of the 
fcufpa* rose might have preached revolution to the 
JfrUtopeoplev and- would lia ve pre^ohed h» vakt* - 
.-> 1j^ republican party be a great cause of the re* 
Mittods in IMdndv }*etrthe*e --4s nor^wnk* ca**ea 
easily be removed? give thetn fw> toptom *uay *e*lly 
Mislki£*tas*»'ty which they can in*a^d rheiniods 
-ef^the-pcbplev ^ .'■? ; - <--••: . -->--^> 

1j w^-i «;■.' .EIGHTH CAUSE. 

s , ,... t \ , w TheUhfcp; .;. 7 

- lie imtoducina; this very s tup or U a rt subject as A 
cause of civil disturbance, I do not so much consider: 
i^a -present effect, as that which is Dkeljr to occur 4m 

future.-' • - v • • * ** 

Icr^ouce that unworthy maxkn-of divide an* eon? 
4ue>« succeeded, and the Union,, whfch^rve yea¥s.ie- 
fbreeould not have been mentioned) was carried veM 
very little trouble. "' '•'-"* 

- But as it is now notorious, that the, measure was 
carried through Parliament by" a very impudent abu€<J 
of influence, and a very hta*c nfajority,j*s the sefKi- 
meats of the people Wrt^ not <c^^ 



t sad ] 

*ioh decent appeal of a dissolution of Parliament* and 
*tf it-fc wett known/ that a very great {majority *f **tte 
Ration were averse to the measure^ and the xmtotstty 
flriyi irtffccedit ai ^remedy forj*€?mpoi'ary evils ; is 
jfarccnitil a.Aaaceji'ttatiwfcettttihBBe Jtamporary evil* 
^spbfeMejtand whenrtbb good- sense- of the Irish nation 
38toltiWxafceniithfe^eiKec^ of ,rctigiA«r« distipr>ctioD^ w 
there not a certainty, that the hc4tou*able sentiment 
^^liMtekkJdepeft^ceivlli'rewre^ > • .. 
>- Tk» ^rindpai argument by ivhteh it w*s ? supports 
&&y -wfca fchat<lrawn from the* evident advantage of fe 
iree trade between England* and' Ireland. * 

In the same manner the freedom of Irish trade* 
wasi merely an accidental and annexed, not a neces- 
sary effect of a Union y it might have existed without 
,a Union ; it might not have existed with a Union. 
^The same national spirit which procured the<egteii- 
-tiort* might have, asserted the freedom of Irish trdd*, 
^ttoogh the Union had never existed, 

Th*r* was- a degree of impertine»oe r as well a* 
^duplicity, in those writers who- held forth the freedom 
cof toadd* a* a bribe to the Irish to sacrifice their m- 
dependence ; the freedom of trade was not more de- 
slmkA&io^ Ireland than to England \ it could not be 
considered* as a boon from one party to the other ; it 
was a mutual benefit, a wise compromise of petty in- 
terests, which was equally advantageous to both. 

" Oa !- bat, (it was said) the Vnion gives an oppor* 
' « tunity of emancipating the Catholics without risk.*' 
*B*it the opportunity has never been-taketW Artd*after 

•l-. rf w un ■ ■■■■ , i .. n i urn iff ' » .* * <*>« im . i i , , 'i i^' i i, n'n'li . 

* The voltmteer system ovemwed a venal pa?Hat7ftrit y 
and the great abilities of a Grattan* procured the fa- 
mous proposition for a Free Trade* Mom the same 
time he obtained, a repeal of the obnoxious declaratory 
.act* It was then Ireland for a short time rose rapidly 
in wealth and power* The Irish Parliament had gene~ 
vrosity tovo$t v n* a~ free gift to Mr. Grafton, for hi* 
^patriotic service* in* Parliament, the sum of f$QfiWX 

9ter&ng. i AMERICAN EDITOR. 



*fr the GaAhoUca might have been emaiieipateeVH' 
thene nover> Jtad %oe* a Union, not only withbnt risk* 
fcttt with a certainty of increased security* ;- ■:> 

ANOTHER argument forth© Union was* the:*a|p» 
fosed danger tf diffferaaefcs anting beaweetf ttat'fwo 
legislatures, vrhicfc wtight either piodtro a^jtaptant 
between the two* countries, 109 might weaken tfeemfe 
4Ki^«f the attaokel a foreign power* - .* m~. : mJ;'.>!» 

In the first place, I reply, that sa far itora iaay 
danger being apprehended from the perversity* rfihe 
4gi*h Parliament, its noted subserviency to the crow* 
*was brought forward as a capital accusation against 
it when its overthrow was preferred.* 

- Tub. last argument of any importance in favour of 
jlhe Union was, that Ireland would fee better govern- 
*d» and thai the predominant influence of the Protest 
4a*t party would he done away* Experience proves 
£be contrary, 

, The English -ministry have no sort ef knowledge 
&f affair* in Ireland ; to acquire it, they send over- a 
Lord Lieutenant and secretary as ignorant as them* 
selves* These men naturally, on their arrived, Tall 
itaio* the society of the higher ranks in Bobfai^we* 
constitute* the h dad* of the Protestants, ef she Qraoge 
men, of that very party whose intolerance and tyrant 
»y.h*ve mined the country. What tan an £s^M 
opposition do for Ireland I The deepest grean whicfc 
suffering wrings from that unhappy crahtryi seartteljr 
>ibrat«s on the English shore* Middtesex raigfet be 
aJagntedv if «neh were the fate of Yorkshire; hot 
Iceland forms no precedent ibr Middlesex; scarcer* 
more than Jamaica* 

- Is feet, the Union, considered distinctly ffeoro'thfe 
greased freedom of trade, has not been • productive 
of one good effect either to rnelattd or "England j.ifc 

I. II ii 1 > 1 DKlilil 1 1 A. 1 > <.'di > 1 .i n n n to nm 

- P I do not notice the difference at the tkn* tflkc re* 
gercy ; difftrenct^ which trright&Bve been furevct&ed 
by an qui of Parliament^ tonne* bt brought a* reason* 
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ISatfvBOt leowred %nngk previous ^dttctffttehtyVwhlfe 
jtf ,has added a general a»d pevpefci&l cwkse fdr nrtur* 
discontents 8mon9the:fiam«r(K)&da8i.«f Irish, who 

*gcfl0*teraelD the laeaanrtt .'• -^mn: - -* v * * 
©wT*£ FaesbyUria*s?a#e, n*irail£i*p«^ 
jojfcetfbl an* bneipeotfeble ; body* efrfttea tftf IrW&hd^ 
ifccy arfene j*wrp4tetod mtQithaiate rebellion* froM the 
despair of obtaiwmg^ekfei^iiik lAetf^i^v a ftfet^m 
^^artWnieftt^ .Or ■•••.>•• / ,■>•.'-:.* -,.■< -»■ -i ; 
* BVnv even idiewitigJtiieUiHeii to ha*e produced alt 
«fce advantagestihait were attached to It? allow tfcMt 
k necessarily gave freedom te commerce? dtofflSsfcetl 
the risk of separttiony quieted religious rancour, tin*! 
civil dissensions, put an end to* the danger ©fr fetal 
wars between the two -countries, any thkig that yd* 
ftease to exaggerate or invent, atttt there-' 1* sin e*H 
arising from this Union, which is proainottt* tt> 'saty 
advantages it can possibly afford. Let W drop the* 
particular instance of England' and Ireland, consWer 
£be subject more generally? and this wiH immediate* 
ly«rt>eer. .'-> • ■• * 

J kl wiiii. supoose, which is perhaps the case* that 
Mnapahe Irishes to realize the project of Anacharsfe 
fJteofcVarid unite all Europe under his own go*gftt* 
metfo .Suppose he began with the union* of Framed 
riad JEtfgtend r he would be able to'ur^e exactly the 
tisane/ arguments, wUh rauch greater force,' •ha^wete' 
jnade use of far the Irish union* The liberty ef trade* 
which i* much more wanting ; the extinction of war* 
Which are Sufficiently frequent between England" arid 
Prance-; th& abortion of parties h* England, and the" 
tranquiUization of Ireland ; he would he tnorettooJnlfM 
jut 1 to yen, 'than" ye** hwe oeen to Ireland 5 he would 
eery wilfingly kafre you your parliament, as he hatt 
done m Pkdfwont'; he would only ask you to make' 
him Kmg, and give him leave to reside' in Parts* 
New why should these arguments whieh you thought 
sofftcient' to justify aunkm between Ireland and Eng* 
iandy why shpuhi fhey^not br safficten* to- justify a 
union between France and England ? or, wbaMistinc- 



thin, except the powerful one, of "I won't*" whfcll 
the Irish could not ate, win yon sho#, to prove that; 
ih similar instances, similar arguments will not- hold? 
good ? To say tbatit is impracticable and 1 Hn£>r<5&*y 
We, is nothing to the purpose ; I never slid •'it'HMW 
otherwise : the question is, WoOld it be tfttfitf* *6# 
might perhaps say, nature- hds assigned >l}tfiit$ Y &? 
cfach country, and of cctarsetb their cota^rifctftfoi^f 
*hd hence different habits and manners TiaVe^tatteW 
£iace, Afferent laws, and mutual antipathies^ "bu^ 
all this was urged by the Irish, and in their iiftferteey 
treated as trifles, light as air. Might not Bonaparte 
Say, « Why should there- be any more difference b£- 
tween France and England, Hha» between Yorkshire 
and Middlesex ? and the sooner the manners and 
laws of the two countries are assimilated), and theft 
antipathies cease, the better." 

And why should England exact this sacrifice ? or 
why wear a jealous or oppressive countenance to^ 
wards Ireland ? The local situation of Ireland and 
England, opposed to a great continent, must make? 
ilheir political interests always the same. Their mtW 
(ual ; trade is a home trade * r the wealthier each », j$rier 
better customers they will be to one another ; theif 
commercial interests must be one and the same too/ 
Are the English to be the exclusive possessors of na-' 
tional honour ? Are Englishmen to have the right t& 
gesolate the world with war, on the bare suspicion of 
an insult to their national honor ? And yet Irishmen 
must be supposed blind to their interests, when the 
very fountain of their national honour is for ever 
drained, if they be beard to murmur. 

When Ireland acquired it's independence under 
the auspices of Mr. Fox, the Irish learnt to respect 
each other ; public applause became the great spur to 
patriotic efforts. 

I shall take for granted, that if the Roman Ca» 
tholics were placed on an equal footing with the Pro* 
testants, there would be an end to all formidable re- 
hellions... We will suppose und«r these circumstan- 
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^WdotrHl* i£ttil.*f iiUrigWi9rDfo©aiptiQO. Ja^thia 
.isa^&teow;***)* wgk ^w6^ 3 jp«tou^y^lii*icM 

l»tP;toJ liberty to 9p»»te^oiui^g^^^Qdu^jiiMP' 
ral union of much more durability] j^4liU^|feHai»t 
^aa, the present ^ ffcretgtfiof 

Ireland, instead ef being an jw& tfciFaartfjer wftul&feea 
become the strength pf England * anoVtfcis. fcjing^he 
case, it must be 'the interest, of England, tH*t ^he^ 
dependence pi Irelandjabouktbe restored* t which *w* 
have shewn' would be the means of multiplying Iter 
wealth and resource^, fa^fv, bpyond what sheena 
eiver attain in % dependant state* A common eawcu- 
4ye is *U that m*ecft*My^ tp aeetut lb* t«c»eouog» 
AMien Sw&;mute&iW*r>Q*.h<Htil* inya*toi>t ftokif 
JEpgiand would but graofc to, Ireland a refecrocrf pat* 
liameut^tha* fbtti&4^itHste£ wfej» iftt^gwty herds* 
&$*& ajfiira,, Ireland would, qpadily accede |o En* 
J&Rjfc** t^gto .of clireQtipg jtlxc eternal r^Wooi 
<^mjnop ( to the two countries* . •>"•.•-, 

i^I*ft"h^i«i *5«wlw?e iwpn.wbp it jwould bn 
for^he- interest of England to restore Ireland bfifiiar 
dependence is, that she might get rid of the Irish 
.members, who npw sit in the English House of 
Commons* . .. ; 

,. I po not say the Irish members are bought ; there 
43 so much voluntary subservience to, jfifriatt^i%the 
Jbome market, tbaj; the, foreign article is np# j^d^ng* 
feut,! say jUiaith^Iris^^einberSfc^ 
will always be found ready to sell themselves, .wiggg; 
fcsrejr thpy are worth buying. ; r v . ,:.-. . ,. >. •: 
. 3,1, j^v*, yet Wfrtfyejr .fltteasjw* to propose foe thf 
general trapquilii^tipn^of Ireland, which I allow i* 
liable to objections ; but I contend,, that these are in 
foftely,<HM#lanfeAby^ Jf toe Un V- 

p^iieperftiated ini.it wquI^;^ a firo politic,, ana not 
yei^Jn<#nMenient ^easv^e, fcr^he -Imperial Pajji** 
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*. W*wfcJMf fafeCbeen intre r dible r ffifct * ^mi^ qg 
•ittpl*, ©asy^ tnd efftctud, as a participatiM^i^fJf^ 
tffat pt government; a5 well as in itVrepresentato% 
bring* *g*tote<t to frefarid, should not feave ^ee^^% 
ousted; and adopted, if every event, and (eve^y (Uy,, 
<iidi*ofcafford a proof, how easily, in patriots, as,,wejfc 
asPWiflfettrs, in the self-appointed, as well as in tf>e, 
ifcgttjarty d'ei&fchated guardians of the public good, the 
atignte^tptivate convenience overbalances the greatest 
|RMtohtteYe*t» 



i CONCLUSION. , 

AS to the government, Ireland is a most impor- 
tant detriment ; and it were better that it were buried 
in the sea,- than retained in it's present* state* It is 
dmfbty a sotfrtg of weakness ; it requires an imrmcme 
fortdfbr ftfs dcfmc* $> and if the present measures be 
fje^iteedi ft wW'sobn he ari addition to the strength of 
France* ... 

i -Jlfcatt canfce as Hltle dbfcbt that if the French 
tenial in any considerable' force in If eland they ^ald 
Bobcee^' as there is, that if' they landed in England 
they would fail. England has the paramount advan- 
tage of a popular government ; her whole force is dis* 
$S5&bfc y atidthat force is the entire nation* There 
af<e J 'no pmtie^to'be guarded against at home ; no 
inswreettons to be apprehended; nothing to divert 
theslniflest part of the military force from opposing 
the enemy.- 

-But in Ireland the case is exactly the reverse* .1 
fertuKS <for it fo-mf owft opinion) that the J>pbple would 
not join the French on landing ; they are become too 
pwident ; but what is the* same thing, they ' t would be 
wery^ where preparetf'w join' them. Ireland would 
-resemble a weak, extensive fortress,, where- every 
point 4s exposed, and every point must be guarded; 
the garrison must be immense, the disposaWe force 



would be Tiothjncv Ig sase of \#^'iw, l t)w*iw**l4: 
fig i^S|(&%4n^ of internal in*itrreGtio?k ; but<>$erft 
^dnitbea post or pass, a town oj>, village* ? tto* 
wbilld ftbt reqi^ire troops, to watch ,&e, ; jmt'i09fr>of thft 
pfe&j&try. :'Tbe ' mbmejtf the; . troops j^lt any. pwtlf 
%lieTe % would be tumours of a rising $ ;tiw tjejrofitti 
Protestants would weary the ^venii^iBnt / for < p|^ecjn; 
tidn ; here and there a murder w<Mild ? takepl^ce3iftp4; 
give strength to their remonstrances y tie trpopfc 
would return ; the main force would bo we,aftejie<Li? 
and the rebels, if there were any, would go to some 
part of the country not so well guarded. This is the 
best point of view* But, in fact, though no general 
insurrection would take place, there would be partial 
disturbances wherever the'tfulitary were not in force ; 
these would increase by impunity or partial success ; 
*ar/d the main army, instead of acquring force to, 
inarch against the enemy, would be constantly fritter- 
ed away on the duty of posits and garrisons* 

We saw a striking instance of this, even where 
there were no actual disturbances, but only the ap- 
prehension of them, when the French landed at Kii^ 
lala ; the numbers were very insignificant, and -yet 
they paraded through the country for many weeks* 
before Lord Comwallis could even collect an asmy&fc. 
march against them. 

. The present crude and impolitic war was clearly . 
undertaken without the smallest consideration of. the 
state of Ireland ; unless ministers seriously wished: 
to try the minimum of wisdom, with which the 16* 
reign relations of the British empire might be «on~ 
ducted. On one aide of the die, was the gain of Mai-' 
ta : on the other, the loss of Ireland ; yet. the despe- 
rate hazard suggested no precaution,. no delay, though 
ministers had the inestimable' advantage of choosing 
their own time. Weak heads find it an easier task 
to determine, desperately, than to calculate measures 
wisely. 

X appeal to .trie goodness of God, that religions 
bigotry, tkat stearii ^ uncomprpmisii^.t-ijpur, tbatinso- 






a/o 



fcncey intolerance, anfl terrain*, are not the means or- 
darned to stifle the remembrance of injuries, and. the 
tegtets of equal rights ; to soften the discordant? of 
religious differences, and tranquillize the irritated 
phrenzy of popular discontents. 



NOTES. 



No. I. 

On confiscation of property^ and the conduct of 

the United Irishmen. 

THE apprehension of confiscations is extremely 
unfavourable to the cause of liberty* Men of proper- 
ty are naturally friends to liberty ; for, in free coun- 
tries, their property is more secure and more produc- 
tive. But when they find the partizans of liberty more 
inimical to the security of property than the most ty- 
rannical governments, they prefer compromising with 
the certain but slow progress of arbitrary power, ra- 
ther than trust to the sweefdng measures of experi- 
mental politics* That party in a country which sup- 
ports the cause of freedom ought to be careful to 
soothe the jealous spirit of property. When this feels 
itself secure, it is the mild source of national prospe- 
rity ; but when under the influence of alarm, it is 
Wind, intemperate, and ferocious. 

The successful stand which the comparatively in- 
significant body of Irish yeomen have made against 
the superior physical force of the Irish revolutionists, 
ts sufficient evidence of the energy of the spirit of 
property ; and, at the same time, the yeomen afford 
as strong an instance of it's blindness, intemperance, 
and ferocity, when acting under the influence of alarm. 
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Impressed with such sentimentsy it id impossible 
4o viejw : jbbe leaders of the United Irishmen without 
mingled feelings of detestation and contempt* 5o 
iar from seeking to soothe the fears of men of pro- 
perty, or secure the prosperity of the couafry by ghfr •;; 
ing security to property, their regulations on this head 
.were either alarmingly mysterious, or avowedly atro- 
cious ; and the leaders of the' test insurrection, ia 
their celebrated proclamation, declared all property 
in a state of suspension ; no leases, covenants, or 
•agreements, were to be made/ till the pleasure of this 
embryb government was known, which announced 
it's despotic, puerile, Impertinent intentions, with 
more dogmatism and intolerance than is usual in long 
established governments. 

The projectors of revolutions are seldom men of 
much property ; they know that the secure and free 
-enjoyment of the substantial comforts of life does not 
form their happiness, and they conclude, too hastily, 
that it does not form the happiness of other people f 
otherwise it is quite incomprehensible, that while they 
are so zealous for personal security and freedom, 
they are at most cold friends to the freedom and se- 
curity of property, which are of equal, if not superi- 
or importance*. A wise rebel would not threaten the 
person or property of his greatest enemy 9 a wise re- 
volutionist would forbear to injure them. 

No. II. 
On the character of the Irish Roman Catholics. 

The endurance of oppression and contumely has 
always a very unfavourable effect on the human mind 
when pushed to a great extent. Instead of calling 
forth the generous spirit'of resistance, it extinguishes 
the feelings, destroys the sentiments of dignity and cr ' 
honour, and fits the slavfe to the slavery. 

The Irish Roman Catholics were made slaves; 
and slavery iriade them humble, abject,. and coward- 
ly. A Roman Cathode historian (Mr- Plowden) 
Kit 
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proves that they bore five centuries of indignity and 
buffering with, perfect loyalty ! This is singular praise, 
4>ut it sufficiently proves the degradation of. their 
minds. No; the Roman Catholics, so far from hav- 
ing the spirit to be rebels, did' not even think theiq- 
selvts of sufficient importance to remonstrate against 
their grievances, till they found Protestant leaden 
en whom they could lean for consequence. 

A Rom*an Catholic in Ireland is not much better 
treated than a Jew at Rome. There are two means 
•which the Roman Catholics 'ought to persevere in, to 
remove their shame amongst' men. First, by con- 
stant petitions, to show they were not contented an* 
der the sense of their disgrace, and so far sup- 
porting their importance, that in case of a change of 
ministry in England, they should not be overlooked. 
Secondly, by every public profession and pledge in 
their power, they should endeavour to calm the ap- 
prehensions the Protestants entertain of the confis- 
cated property being their object. 

No. HL 

On tlu suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act. 

The suspension of the Habeas Corpus act in Ire- 
land is a very unwise measure, as k makes all men 
afraid to join in a petition. No one will venture to 
incur the displeasure of a Secretary, where the Se- 
cretary has such ample means of vengeance in bis 
power. Thus, at the very time when it would be 
most important for government to be made acquaint- 
ed with the grievances of the people, all communi- 
cation is cut off between the government and the 
people. 
^ /Fhe great danger of discontents in Ireland is, that 
there are no avowed leaders with whom it is possible 
to treat or compromise;, all is mysterious, deep, and 
incomprehensible; and, in a rnoment* without. any 
previous symptoms, every, thing is placed a£ issue 
between tiie cont ending patties. . 
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No. rv. •• 

Though it is certainly wiser to pay the clergy of' 
all sects, rather than to pay exclusively the clergy 
of one ; yet it may be still a question, whether it 
would not be the wisest measure of all to pay none, 
but let the clergy be paid by the individuals who want 
their services* 

No. V. 
Colonel Hutchinson, in the House of Commons, 
attributed the rebellions in. Ireland to the poverty of 
Ae lower orders. This is the common mistake of 
accounting for effects by the secondary instead of the 
primary causes. The Irish are poor because their 
minds are depressed by tyranny, and their pride is 
not called forth by any interest or sympathy in the 
government of their country. Bad government is 
the cause of poverty — poverty of rebellions ; but to 
put an end to rebellions, it is in vain to try to enrich 
the people, unless you mend the government* 

, No. VI. 

It is a very singular fact, that the state of the pea- 
santry in Ireland has improved since the rebeUiom 
Resistance, as it always- does, has procured them 
more respect and better treatment. Those Squires, 
who were their worst oppressors, now wheedle them 
the most— from fear : and I know a Justice who was 
near being brought to trial for kicking a woman with 
child on the belly, who now pays a degree of court 
to the peasantry that is contemptible* The Irish pea- 
santry have risen from the rank of slaves to that of 
enemies. 

No. VII. 

The barbarities committed in Ireland, under the 

administration of Lord Camden, will long prevent the 

peasantry of Ireland from looking on the English in 

any other light than as enemies. Let it never be for- 
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gotten, that under the administration of Lord Cam* 
den, the system of forcing confession by torture was 
revived, a system which only springs from the basest 
cowardice ; that men were flogged most inhumanly, 
were half hung, had their ears slit in slices, cut off, 
to force conffession, whether they were guilty or not ; 
every where in Ireland, you meet maimed and disfi- 
gured wretches, who still exist, a proof that they were 
innocent. 

Another principle (what else could happen under 
such patronage ?) was introduced by the yeomanry, 
which may properly be called Irish retaliation. If a 
Protestant was found killed, the yeomanry immediate- 
ly sallied out, and on the town land where the body 
was found, they shot every man old or young, where- 
ver they met them. By one of these exploits, thirty 
innocent people (innocent certainly, because they 
were at their homes) were wantonly murdered. 

Mr. Addington, in the House of Commons, chal- 
lenged Colonel Hutchinson to produce an instance 
where Court Martials had decided with cruelty and 
injustice. I believe it would have been a much more 
difficult task to produce an instance where they had 
not. Court Martials, from their nature, being secret 
tribunals, are not easy to be convicted of their mis- 
deeds. But is Mr. Addington really not aware of the 
number of Court Martials, over whose decisions, as 
represented by themselves, Lord Cornwallis drew his 
pen ? Has he never heard the name of Sir Edward 
Crosbie, for instance, whose trial and murder would 
have shocked a Brinvilliers. To mention a single in- 
stance, let him ask for the minutes of the trial of one 
Lieutenant Hogg, and see if the following circum- 
stances are not true. 

As Lieutenant Hogg, and two soldiers under his 
command, were going to Arklow, they met a man 
tolerably well dressed, and without any questions, 
took him prisoner. Just before they reached New 
Bridge, they met a party of yeomanry, who recog- 
nized the prisoner, and told Lieutenant Hogg that he 
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must hare made |a mistake, for the man be had 
hold of was a loyal man, and an Orange man. Lieu- 
tenant Hogg answered, that he knew very; well what 
he was about, and had orders to take his prisoner ta 
Arklow. The yeomen were satisfied, and went on- 
Exactly at the corresponding time of the evening, a 
labouring man was working in a marl pit by the road 
side, a little beyond New Bridge. He saw an officer 
and two soldiers approach with a prisoner ; and as the 
peasantry were frequently shot wherever they were 
met by the soldiers, he hid himself in the bushes 
over the marl pit* He was scarcely concealed, before 
the party brought the prisoner into the marl pit, and 
deliberately murdered him* 

Had the man been a Catholic no notice would have 
been taken of this exploit ; he was a Protestant and 
an Orange man, his friends might consequently ven- 
ture, with some hope of success, to lay an informa- 
tion. Lieutenant Hogg and the two soldiers were ar- 
rested and tried by a Court Martial ; the lieutenant 
was acquitted,* the soldiers were sentenced to be hung ! 
When this iniquitous (iniquitous because partial) sen- 
tentence was laid before Lord Cornwallis, he express- 
ed the strongest indignation. The Lieutenant was 
placed out of the reach of justice, by the acquittal of 
the Court Martial ; and Lord Cornwallis had nothing 
left but to express his strongest conviction of Lieute- 
nant Hogg's guilt, and his disapprobation of the sen- 
tence that acquitted him. He gave orders that he 
should be broke ; that he should be taken to the place 
of execution^ and be placed under the gallows while 
the soldiers were hung. This was done. The first 
soldier that was to be executed, addressed himself to 
the Lieutenant in these words : " You know very well 
that we are hung for what you have done ; it was by 
your orders we killed the man * y it was you who emp- 
tied; his pockets ; and you have at this moment got his 
watch in your possession." 

The system of plunder wfrigfi was carried on under 
the sanction of military law, was enormous. Horse 
Kk 2 
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(Stealing, to a great extent, was ifs least violent 4ea> 
ture. When a wealthy Roman Catholic became an 
object of suspicion, a piece of plate, or a favourite 
mare, which had caught the eye of some puissanfe 
yeoman, were often found to be the real cause of it» But 
in the county of Armagh* house breaking and murder 
became so frequent a symptom of violent loyalty, that 
an Orange man or two were hung before these pro- 
ceedings could be mitigated. The trial of Major San- 
dys, who was convicted even by a Protestant jury, i* 
gumciently notorious.; But the- scandalous bill of u*» 
demnifty, which the Irish parliament passed, • to pro* 
feet every crime short of murder, has hushed up a, 
tale that would have made. the. annals of Rebespierre 
appear feeble in atrocity. 

$q. V1U. . 
. I cannot omit, a very noble instance, of the great 
ei&ct which kind, treatment has. upon the hearts of 
the I$uh peasantry* 1st surveying the unvaried scene, 
of unbendjng oppression and sanguinary resistance^ 
our imagination is terrified, our sympathy exhausted ; 
yet there is one little trait in the history, of these 
times, which like the green Oasis in the mighty de- 
sert* affords refreshment tp the heart,, and proves that, 
in mercy there. is wisdom* It is the conduct of the: 
Dean of Kilfenora* to his parishioners.. 

This gentleman possesses the living, of Gallan,. 
one of the largest in Ireland* When the rebellion? 
broke oqt, he had but jqst come to reside ; and he. 
found all the peasantry in his neighbourhood,, as weli 
as. every, other, peasant in Ireland, deeply engaged in 
insurrecuqn*. By every kindness in hrs power, by. 
persuasion, but most powerfully by civility to the, 
meanest labourer* he gradually inspired them with 
confidence and esteem ; he convinced them of the 
small hope and great peril of their enterprise ; he as? 
sured them not only of just, but of respectful usage ; 

"! J3r. Stevcnwn* 
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finally, he gained the friendship of their priest* In 
one day six hundred rebels came to his house and sui> 
rendered their arms* Had these deluded people gone 
in the same manner/ to any other gentleman, they 
would have been strictly examined respecting their 
treasonable practices, would have been loaded with 
taunts and reproaches for the past, and threats for 
the future ; and would have found so little temptation 
to return to their old habits of life, that, in a few 
days, half of them would have again joined the re* 
bels. 

. Instead of this, conduct, Dr. Stevenson assembled 
the party oft his- lawn, spread tables for the whole six 
hundred, entertained them with the true magnificence 
of Irish hospitality, conversed with them on indiffer- 
ent subjects, and made the administering the oath of 
allegiance, a kind of fete, rather than an emblem of 
victorious oppression. What has been the conse* 
quence ? Ever since that day, (though the rebellion 
continued long after, and many insurrections have 
succeeded) not one of these, reclaimed rebels has been 
even suspected of disloyalty ; and by the continuance 
of the same humane and enlightened conduct, there 
is not a man in Ireland sleeps half so. securely in hi* 
bed as the Dean of Kilfenora ; there is not a parish in 
Ireland that can be. called well affected when compared 
with Callan. 

Though a clergyman, a Protestant, and an En- 
glishman, the Dean has received that tribute of the 
ppor man's gratitude which is greatful even to the 
proud and wealthy ; but which, as none in Ireland 
deserve, none receive. On his return from England* 
last year, to Callan, the, day was kept as a festival 
throughout the whole country ; crowds thronged the 
roads, and greeted him with huzzas ; while all the 
mountains around blazed with bonfires. It seems 
strange, that many Irish gentlemen try with equal 
earnestness to cultivate the affections of the. peasant* 
ry, yet meet not with the same success. The Dean 
of Kilfenor*. is the. only instance of complete success. 
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The reason is this : that he is, in the best sense of the 
word, a gentleman ; that is, he treats his inferiors, 
whatever their station? with civility and affability. 
This is the real secret of conciliating the Irish pea- 
santry ; it is not your money or your protection that 
will win their hearts, but the respectful kindness which 
removes from their minds the painful sense of degra- 
dation* 

An Irish Squire, let his intentions be ever so good, 
destroys the effect of obligations by his manner of 
conferring them. But it is in vain to tell the Irish 
Squires to reform their manners towards the peasan- 
try ; manners are not to be moulded by wishes, they 
must be formed by circumstances. Make the gentry, 
in some measure, dependent on the peasantry ; give 
to the peasantry more political importance, and you 
need not be afraid that they will be treated with in^ 
solence. 

No. IX. 
It is surprising with what avidity the romantic 
philippic of Emmett against the French has been re* 

, ceived, as declaratory of the sentiments of the discon- 
tented party in Ireland ; and how securely ministers 
repose on the belief, that the Irish do not wish for 
the assistance of the French. This shows how' igno- 
rant they are of the real state of opinions in Ireland. 
Emmett certainly hated the French government, be- 

' cause it had conducted^ itself towards him and his 
friends with worse than coldness (a proof that Bona- 
parte was not so intent on war as was represented.} 
Emmett spoke his real sentiments ; but we have no 
proof that they extended much farther than himself 
and his immediate friends. On the contrary, the 
current mode of reasoning in Ireland cm French as* 
sistance is this : Ireland is much more powerful in 
military resources than any country the French have 
yet invaded ; a band of 300,000 peasantry, living spa- 
ringly, inured to hardships, fond of war ; a country 
difficult to march through, and full of fastnesses, woul& 



Certainly be great checks on French ambition* Ihde~ 
pendent of this, France cannot pour into Ireland, as 
into other countries, regular supplies of armies ; the 
English fleets would be allies against the French, as 
much as the French would be against the English ; 
and the French party would soon feel itself entirely 
dependent on the Irish party* In fact, the discon- 
tented in Ireland wear now a much more formidable 
appearance than ever ; there is not a demagogue that 
is not an adept in revolutionary measures ; there is 
not a peasant that does not know the deficiencies in 
military tactics that caused the failure of the last re- 
bellion. Ask a Wexford mountaineer, why his party 
was defeated ? He will tell you, because they em- 
barrassed themselves with cannon; because they made 
stationary encampments ; because they marched onr 
the level country, instead of keeping the line of the 
mountains ; and lastly, because they could not be 
brought to make night attacks on the regular troops. 
The disaffected in Ireland are doubly dangerous, be- 
cause they do not appear so; they have learnt cau- 
tion ; they have learnt to wait for, and seize on op- 
portunities. The war was a fair opportunity ; and 
every Irish country gentleman must know, that the 
moment war was declared, treasonable intrigues re- 
sumed all their activity. Emmett, on his return from 
France, found the country ripe for revolution ; he at- 
tempted it, and failed. The disaffected will now re- 
main quiet till another opportunity occurs, till the 
French effect an invasion ; then every hand will pre- 
pare it's weapon ; and in proportion to the embarrass* 
ment of government, conspiracies and insurrections 
will multiply. And yet, will nothing open the eyes 
of the English government to their real danger? 
Will they maintain their wretched system of Irish 
politics, even at the hazard of national ruin ? What, 
though the French have not sufficient naval force to 
aid the Irish rebels, this will not always be the case ; 
some time or other, it may be ten years, or it may be 
twenty, the French will resume their naval equality ; 



arid if England does not alter her measures, Ireland? 
will he the same disunited, disaffected country. But 
have not, tfc English ministers* yet dreamt of the ef- 
fect of Ireland toeing conquered by the French ? Are 
they not aware that a revolutionary Irish army, so far 
from being averse to second, the designs of France, 
would receive^ with a. frenzied delight, the order to 
embark for the English coast ? The mdmory of long 
sufferings ; the sense of smarting under recent indig- 
nities; the hope for honour, for the first time,. placed 
within their reach ; the thirst for vengeance ; their 
natural love of action and of peril, present a prospect 
of that dark and tardy retribution, which sometimes 
{alls, sudden and unheeded, on a nation's crimes* 
"Why will the* English ministers prefer making an- 
e.nemy of Ireland (slave she cannot now be called) 
rather than attach her as a faithful ally ? The interests 
of the countries are the same f the measures must be 
faulty which separate them* Ireland, that is the mass 
of it's population and force, is hostile to England ; the 
Union is a name, a sound, a fiction ; there is no Uni- 
on ; the nominal Union is only an additional source 
qf discord* Make a real Union, by removing all 
causes of discontent, and leavingthe common interest* 
iif the two countries to operated 
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